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Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
FROZEN SOLID…For the first time in many years, residents were able to ice
skate on Gregory’s Pond off Brightwood Avenue in Westfield this past weekend,
thanks to Mother Nature’s big chill last week.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
OH, DEER…With the annual Watchung Reservation deer population control still
not completed, the deer have found their way on to Orenda Circle in Westfield.
Approximately nine deer were spotted in the neighborhood east of Route 22.

without outside power.
Several members of RVSA’s staff

considered this problem and devel-
oped a procedure, referred to by them
as a “modified black start,” to restart
the generators. It involved taking
numerous portions of the plant off-
line for a short time in order to free
sufficient power capacity to be able
to restart the co-gen generators. The
procedure proved successful and that
crisis was averted. In all, RVSA’s
plant was off the power grid for 16
days due to a combination of loss of
power and unreliable or “dirty” power.

In a January 15 interview aired on
WNYC radio, Rep. Bill Pascrell (D-
9th) said the Passaic Valley Sewerage
Commission was “totally wiped out”
and that with the “inability to pump
through the treatment plants, you’ve
got raw sewage going into our own
waterways, into the Newark Bay,
that’s going to cost at least $300
million to repair.” The interview was
given at the time that the Sandy aid
package was about to be voted on in
the House.

When questioned about Mr.
Pascrell’s statement, Mr. Meehan said
he believed that some treatment was
likely being done, but it was likely
some type of manual disinfection.

Ms. Gallos said it seemed like
Monmouth County was hit the worst
in terms of wastewater facilities. She
also said the Middlesex County Utili-
ties Authority had serious damage
including two pumping stations be-
ing down. She also described an in-
cinerator, used to burn sludge, at
Bayshore Regional Sewerage Author-
ity in Union Beach as being “hit
while hot” by the surge. Most engi-
neering facilities use refractory brick
as a heat resistant lining. These bricks
can withstand great heat, but sudden
cooling can cause them, like glass, to
shatter. Ms. Gallos indicated that the
incinerator would require substantial
reconstruction.

RVSA has been aiding other area
authorities, and will likely continue
to do so for some considerable period
of time. It has been doing lab work
for the Linden-Roselle Sewerage
Authority, which had its lab dam-
aged in the storm. Expectations were
that the need for Linden-Roselle to
outsource that work would end around
now. RVSA also has been accepting
waste from an industrial customer
from Monmouth County, which
washes vegetables. Additionally,
some industrial customers of Passaic
Valley have been trucking waste to
RVSA for treatment.

Still, the question remains of what
might have happened at RVSA if
Sandy had been a heavy rainstorm or
if the surge had been higher. Bob
Valent, RVSA’s superintendent, cir-
culated pictures at the RVSA No-
vember meeting showing flooding in
low lying areas of the plant; these
pictures were taken with a cell phone
camera by the light of their truck’s
headlights.

Mr. Valent said had the surge been
just six inches higher, the berms pro-
tecting the facility would have been
overtopped. This would have allowed
enormous amounts of water into the
facility and it would have likely
flooded RVSA’s headworks build-
ing. That, in turn, would have likely
shut down the plant, and the loss of
the pumps would have meant far more
flooding and damage or destruction
of much of the facility’s machinery.

When questioned about plant modi-
fications as a result of the storm, Mr.
Valent said that raising the berms was
not a consideration at this time, rather
most of the changes would be through
engineering in an effort to prevent
water from the Rahway River, where
the plant discharges, from flowing
backward and into the plant. He said
that the facility would likely improve
gates (essentially doors) on the emer-
gency bypass line.

Mr. Meehan described the time
during and following the storm as
“nerve-racking.” He described con-
ference calls arranged with the AEA
and other members where personnel
from various plants could share their
expertise and resources. Mr. Meehan
said during some of these calls some
of the participants sounded like they
were nearly in tears.

Both Mr. Meehan and Mr. Valent
commented that the discharge from
RVSA’s plant actually results in a
cleaner Rahway River. Their plant,
though some treatment was lost due
to the storm, is now operating nor-
mally. They said, with some appear-
ance of pride, that their facility is one
of a very few which has three levels
of wastewater treatment.
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RVSA Storm Damage

Chairman Chris Hudak said the six
Morris freeholders who supported
pushing for a zero tax increase are in
their first year on the board while the
only board veteran abstained, saying
he “did not think it was wise to make
such a promise.” Mr. Hudak said the
Morris resolution was non-binding.

In response to resident comments,
Freeholder Chairwoman Linda Carter
said the board is “trying to be prudent
in the dollars that we spend.”

Freeholder Dan Sullivan said the
county’s executive budget will be
released this week and that freeholder
public budget hearings will be held in
March.

In other business, among the reso-
lutions approved by the board was a
three-month extension of a contract
with Perselay Associates, Inc. of
Chatham, which was contracted with
last spring at $30,000 to conduct a
management study of the county jail.
Frank Guzzo, director of human ser-
vices, said the extension is being done
to ensure the county can use any
efficiencies gained from the study
within the 2013 county budget.

The freeholders also approved a
resolution to extend the contract for
St. Petersburg, Fla.-based Luminos-
ity Inc. through April 30 of this year,

at an additional $30,160, for a new
contract of $188,464. As reported in
the January 24 issue of The Westfield
Leader, the county’s jail population
has dropped to below 700 inmates,
down from 900 a year ago as Lumi-
nosity has been using its software
programs to find where backlogs of
non-violent offenders are occurring
in the criminal justice system.

Director of Corrections Brian
Riordan said Thursday that he antici-
pates savings in areas such as meals
and medical insurance for inmates.
He noted that the board recently
passed a resolution for the annual
medical services contract for inmates,
which was $400,000 less than the
previous contract.

The board also approved a resolu-
tion to enter into a $67,000 contract
with Business Furniture, Inc. of
Parsippany for the purchase of out-
door furniture for the new clubhouse/
banquet facility now under construc-
tion at Galloping Hill Clubhouse in
Kenilworth. Department of Parks,
Recreation and Community Renewal
Director Ron Zuber said the pur-
chase includes 104 dining chairs, 22
tables, lounge chairs, modular seat-
ing and various chairs and coffee
tables.
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FirsTEAM served as manager, Scotch
Plains had been governed by three dif-
ferent mayors — Mr. Glover and his
predecessors Mary DePaola and Nancy
Malool. And given that the mayor ap-
points SPMC’s board members, Mr.
Biagini noted that SPMC is starting
2013 with its third different slate of
officers and directors since 2010.

Given the new mayor’s proposals,
“I decided the time was appropriate
for the management team to step aside
on a high note,” Mr. Biagini said,
“leaving the SPMC with three years
of accomplishments, a healthy trea-
sury, and hard-earned credibility.”

Attempts to reach Mayor Glover
for comment for this story were
unsuccessful.

At its first meeting of the year on
January 9, Shana Coelho resigned from
the body. Michael Brennan was elected
board secretary and Thomas Russo
was chosen to be treasurer. SPMC has
rented a small office space on Park
Avenue for $200 per month, to be
used primarily by Jeff Stein, its am-
bassador to the business community.
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Fanwood Planning Board
Makes Appointments

By CATHERINE WATSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

FANWOOD — Among other
2013 appointees, the Fanwood Plan-
ning Board designated a new chair-
man at its January 23 regular meet-
ing.

Former chairman, Jack Molenaar,
was recently elected to the Fanwood
Borough Council and will now serve
as the planning board’s council rep-
resentative. He was replaced as
chairman by Dale Flowers.

Mr. Flowers has been a planning
board member for more than nine
years, “more years than I care to
remember,” he said, “and vice-chair
for several years.” The board then
elected Matthew Juckes as its new
vice-chairman.

Mr. Flowers and the board wel-
comed new member Elizabeth
Hogan. Ms. Hogan was raised in
Fanwood and has lived in the bor-
ough as an adult for 13 years. She
has been a member of the Fanwood
Memorial Library Board in the past.

Robert Renaud will remain the
planning board’s attorney. T&M As-
sociates will continue to provide
the planning board engineer,
Dominic Carrino, and planner,
Marty Truscott. Pat Hoynes will
return for her 10th year as planning
board secretary.

After appointments and adminis-
tration of oaths of office concluded,
the board got to work, hearing an
application from Peter and Vincenza
Vosseler for a residential generator.
The Vosselers requested a variance
to set the generator back from their
house 1.5 feet, rather than the es-
tablished five feet. Their request
was ultimately approved.

A generator must be a safe dis-
tance from any houses or windows,
but also needs to be accessible. The
planning board questioned whether
it would be possible to conceal the
structure with shrubbery or cover
that would not limit accessibility.

Board members also discussed
generator noise levels, with some
proposing air conditioning units as
a model for comparison. However,
since a generator runs, in test mode,
for approximately only 10 minutes
a month, planning board member
Dennis Sherry suggested compar-
ing its decibel level to that of a lawn
mower instead.

Zoning Officer Raymond
Sullivan pointed out that such mat-
ters should be considered carefully,
since they may be precedent set-
ting. He expects generator applica-
tions to increase in 2013, due to
residents’ experiences with Hurri-
canes Irene and Sandy.

Mayor Colleen Mahr, a member
of the board, asked Mr. Sullivan to
submit discussion of relevant ordi-
nances for the Fanwood council’s
February agenda. Mr. Sullivan then
offered a report comparing 2011
and 2012 zoning statistics.

He found a 21-percent uptick in
field visits by planning board mem-
bers, and a 37-percent increase in
office visits (as opposed to phone
or e-mail correspondence) from
residential applicants. The number
of residential complaints registered
held steady.

In addition to increased genera-

tor applications, Mr. Sullivan pre-
dicted further development in
Fanwood’s light industrial neigh-
borhood, particularly along the
South Avenue corridor.

Mayor Mahr supported his con-
viction, saying, “Elite Properties
[which developed the Fanwood
Crossing building in downtown
Fanwood] have dropped off their
plans” for two parcels on South
Avenue and on LaGrande Avenue.

Ms. Hoynes submitted the 2013
planning board budget, with a 1-
percent reduction from 2012’s bud-
get. This comes in addition to the 9-
percent reduction that the 2012 bud-
get represented from 2011’s bud-
get. “I don’t see any problem in
meeting it, because we don’t have
any parties or outside meetings,”
she said.

She did anticipate a challenge in
completing work on the South Av-
enue corridor; however, since that
is not included in the budget.

Finally, Ms. Hoynes announced
that the hearing that had been on
the night’s schedule for a tempo-
rary cell tower application from
Sprint and Cingular would be car-
ried to Wednesday, February 27.
Public Notice was published in this
newspaper’s January 10 edition. Ms.
Hoynes said no further notice would
be given.

Dominic A. Lagano for The Westfield Leader
EAGLE SCOUT...Cranford Mayor Thomas Hannen reads a resolution at Tuesday’s
Township Committee meeting honoring Patrick Mc Kell of Troop No. 80 for his
restoration of the memorial garden at the Trinity Episcopal Church in Cranford
as his Eagle Scout Service Project as Committeewoman Lisa Adubato looks on.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
SHOW OF SUPPORT…Westfield Town Administrator Jim Gildea, center,
listens to a presentation at the Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad’s annual dinner
dance at the Renaissance Hotel in Woodbridge on Saturday night. Westfield Fire
Chief Dan Kelly, second from right, and Police Chief David Wayman, right, were
also in attendance.

“New Jersey has seven develop-
mental centers. Only two of them
[with available beds] are in North
Jersey. There’s one in Hunterdon
[County] and [one in] Green Brook
that are filled to capacity. The rest
are down in Vineland, Woodbine
and New Lisbon,” she said.

Ms. St. Armand said the state’s
plan is to close these two centers
and create group homes to accom-
modate all the residents by 2017.
The problem, according to Ms. St.
Armand, is “there are over 8,000
people on the waiting list. That is
not appropriate to move these indi-
viduals who do not want to leave
the centers to give up their services
to go into a group home.”

Ms. St. Armand provided the
committee with materials related to
her request.

Committee member Kevin
Campbell responded to Ms. St.
Armand during the professional
comments portion of the meeting,
stating, “I share your concerns. I do
know people in that situation, as
your sister is…and I know certain
people should not be in group
homes.” Mr. Campbell further stated
he was looking forward to review-
ing the materials Ms. St. Armand
provided.

The next township committee
meeting open to the public is sched-
uled for Tuesday, February 12, at
7:30 p.m., at the Cranford Munici-
pal Building.
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Scotch Plains Council
Splits On Appointments

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — Council
members sparred on Tuesday over
appointments, council procedures
and proper recognition of volunteers.

At its conference meeting, the
council appointed a new township
auditor, labor relations attorney and
tax appeal attorney, but not before
Republican Councilman William
Vastine repeated his comments from
an earlier round of appointments
made at the council’s January 15
meeting.

“When all is said and done,” Mr.
Vastine said this week, “we will have
replaced more than 10 service pro-
viders” in the month since the Demo-
crats gained control of the governing
body. While saying the new appoin-
tees were “well-qualified,” he ex-
pressed concern that the individuals
and the firms were “not as intimately
familiar with Scotch Plains” as their
predecessors.

Democratic Councilman Michael
Marcus said he had “concerns about
the way the selection process was
conducted,” questioning whether it
had been “as fair, open and objective
as it should be.” Like Mr. Vastine, he
singled out the Suplee Clooney au-
diting firm, which Mr. Marcus said
had a “good relationship with our
professional staff. I would not re-
place them at this time.” Echoing Mr.
Vastine, he said replacing the
township’s labor relations attorney
— especially in the midst of merger
discussions between the Scotch Plains
and Fanwood police departments —
would not be “prudent or advisable.”

Mayor Kevin Glover said he was
“absolutely convinced” that the new
appointees “will well serve this com-
munity” and added his feeling that
much of the objections were “politi-
cal.” Deputy Mayor Colleen
Gialanella said the new appointees
would bring “different views” to the
table, adding that keeping the same
professionals in place does not lead to
“change or progress.”

Wiss and Co. was named as town-
ship auditor on a 3-2 vote, with Mr.
Vastine and Mr. Marcus voting no.
Wilentz, Goldman and Spitzer was
named labor relations attorney on a 3-
2 vote, with Mr. Vastine and Mr.
Marcus dissenting. Palumbo and
Renaud was named tax appeal attor-
ney on a 3-1 vote, with Mr. Vastine
voting no and Mr. Marcus abstaining.

Mr. Vastine and Mr. Marcus also
expressed concerns about proposed
changes to the way council meetings
will be conducted. In what Mayor
Glover said was an effort to “stream-
line” the meetings, he is proposing
that Mrs. Gialanella, as deputy mayor,
formally make the motion on all items
to be considered for vote, introduc-
tion and final adoption — a change
from long-standing procedure where
all council members participate. Mr.
Vastine said doing this will “elimi-
nate the rest of the council” from the
process.

A second change would do away
with readings of each resolution be-
ing considered during the council’s
adoption of its new business consent
agenda. All resolutions are now avail-
able on the township’s website. But
Mr. Vastine said that “not everyone
has a computer,” adding that “people
coming to the meetings don’t have
the opportunity to read [the resolu-
tions] in advance.” He questioned
how the proposed change fit with the
mayor’s pledge of increased trans-
parency by the municipal govern-
ment.

A third change would charge the
township clerk with providing the
so-called “layman’s” explanation of
ordinances being introduced and
voted upon. Until now, a council
member has been tasked with ex-
plaining, in understandable language,
the details of, for instance, a complex
bond ordinance. Mr. Vastine said
council members should continue to
do so. He mused that if the council
implemented the proposed changes,
“there’s no reason for us to show up
if we don’t have any involvement in
the process.”

Mr. Marcus said the changes would
be a “disservice to the town and to the
government.”

“All council people need to be en-
gaged in the affairs of the council,”
Mr. Marcus said. He said resolutions
“should be read and explained” so the
public knows what is being voted on.

Mr. Glover said the proposed
changes were “consistent with the
rules that other towns follow” and
said the new procedures would not
hinder the ability of others on the
council to be involved in the process.
“All items will have an opportunity to
be discussed,” he said.

 Township Attorney Judy Verrone
agreed, saying that the proposed
changes are “not unusual or outside
the scope of the norm.”

The two-hour meeting finished off
with Mr. Vastine asking that the coun-
cil pass resolutions formally recog-
nizing the service of residents who
were long-standing members of
boards and commissions who were
not reappointed to new terms this
year. “In some instances,” he said,
“people with more than 20 years of
service” were not reappointed to bod-
ies such as the planning board and
zoning board, and he criticized what
he called Mayor’s Glover’s “generic”
word of thanks to those volunteers at
his January 1 swearing-in as mayor.
Councilman Marcus agreed, saying
that asking for resolutions was a “per-
fectly reasonable request. We owe a
debt to them.”

Mayor Glover pointed out that he
had written letters to many of those
who were not reappointed and again
expressed his appreciation for their
service. He also questioned why last
year’s Republican-controlled coun-
cil had failed to recognize the service
of former Republican mayor Nancy
Malool after she resigned to take a
position with the state government.

open their budget meetings to the
public. He told the council that un-
der previous administrations in
Westfield, the budget meetings were
held with the whole council, but he
encouraged the council to consider
opening its finance committee meet-
ings to the public.

During the public comments por-
tion of the meeting, resident Greg
Kasko said while he acknowledges
that crossing guards do a wonderful
job crossing children, he is con-
cerned about them directing traffic
when no pedestrians are present.
He told the council, “I believe this
is a dangerous practice that should
be stopped.” Mr. Kasko said he
could not find anything in state stat-
ute Title 39 that allows civilian
crossing guards to direct traffic.

Town Administrator Jim Gildea
said crossing guards can direct traf-
fic, but that it is not their main
priority. He also said this issue has,
“never been brought forward by
any other resident.” Mr. Gildea
added that Mr. Kasko has been film-
ing crossing guards and asked if he
would refrain from distracting the
guards from doing their jobs.

According to New Jersey state
law Title 40A, “The chief of police
or other chief law enforcement of-

ficer of a municipality shall have
the right to position school cross-
ing guards on any street or highway
within the municipality; provided,
however, that such guards may be
stationed only when it is necessary
to control or direct vehicular or
pedestrian traffic during those time
periods of a school day…”

Additionally, a moment of silence
was observed in remembrance of
Lee Hale, a longtime Westfield resi-
dent who died on Saturday. For
more information on Mr. Hale, see
page 8.
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Saturday, February 2


