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Megan K. Scott for The Westfield Leader
LIFESAVER...John Todisco, left, uncle of Garwood Borough Council Presi-
dent Sara Todisco, receives a Mayor's Citation from Mayor Pat Quattrocchi for
his part in the rescue of a 16-year-old surfer on October 28 in rough seas off the
coast of Sea Bright.

the council against the complex,
responded: “Show me in the
ordinance.”

The debate was sparked dur-
ing the work session when resi-
dent Joe Garritano asked what
the exact cost would be to indi-
vidual taxpayers. He questioned
the varying figures of $25 to $65
per home assessed at $100,000.

Council President Sara Todisco,
who chairs the council’s finance
committee, has said that the
borough has secured almost $1
million in grants for the project.
She told Mr. Garritano that
homeowners will see a $25 in-
crease in their tax bill next year.
Because of interest on the bonds
to pay for the project, the actual
cost would be more like $65 per
property owner each year for a
total of $975.

The Athletic Field Complex has
been in discussion for more than

By MEGAN K. SCOTT
Specially written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Borough Council
members revisited the cost of
the Athletic Field Complex (AFC)
for the second meeting in a row
Tuesday, trading barbs after a
resident challenged officials on
their communication of the
project with residents.

Councilman Jim Mathieu ac-
cused Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi
of having misquoted the price of
the $3.2-million project and re-
fusing to correct herself.

In an August 16, 2012 edition
of The Westfield Leader, she
wrote in a letter to the editor
that the price was $2.75 million.
Mayor Quattrocchi said that she
got the price from the borough’s
bond attorney. The complex was
approved in August and con-
struction has already begun.

Mr. Mathieu, the lone vote on

GW Debates Cost of AFC; Seeks Bids for Bulk Pickup
a decade. It will replace the
Little League Park. Mayor
Quattrocchi told Mr. Garritano
that the issue had been dis-
cussed in open meetings.

In other business, the council
rejected a proposal from the
Laws and Licenses Committee
to waive the $400 fee for prop-
erty owners seeking a certifi-
cate of non-conformity. Some
residents have found themselves
vulnerable without the paper-
work, discovering their proper-
ties were never granted vari-
ances when changes were en-
acted.

The panel, comprised of Com-
mittee Chairwoman Ann Palmer,
Ms. Todisco and Councilman Vic-

tor DeFilippo, had suggested
abolishing the fee, but Mr.
Mathieu, backed by Councilman
William Nierstedt and Council-
man Louis Petruzzelli, disagreed.
The council appeared to be
unanimous in lowering the fee,
but the three dissenters received
a tie-breaking vote from Mayor
Quattrocchi to send the issue
back to committee.

Mr. Mathieu criticized Garwood
for a 4.3-percent increase in prop-
erty taxes last year. According to
a Star-Ledger report, taxes went
up 1.4 percent for the state, the
smallest increase in more than
two decades. New Jersey’s prop-
erty taxes are one of the highest
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Probitas Verus Honos

Applicant Follows Up On Cranford
Board of Adj. Report In Leader

In the January 17, 2013 edition
of The Westfield Leader, there
were four errors made in the
article, “Cranford Board OKs Re-
building of Fire Ravaged Home.”

1) The new home will be 37’-6
1/2'’ high.

2) Ms. Lazar pointed out how
important this space was due to
the small footprint of the home,
not because of the lot size. (The
lot is actually over sized).

3) The first-story rear addition
will have a laundry room, not a
bathroom. But most importantly,
4) There was very much thought
given to the look of the exterior
of this house and very much time
was spent during the meeting
addressing the look and charac-
ter of the neighborhood.

The Cranford Board of Adjust-
ment takes great pains to rule on
the appropriate use of the prop-
erty and to ensure that when a
variance is proposed, the char-

acter of the neighborhood is
maintained and the effect on the
surrounding properties is mini-
mized. I greatly appreciate these
corrections being mentioned,
especially since this was a meet-
ing of public record.

Hildie Lazar
Westfield

Roadway
Construction

Improves UCC
Safety

CRANFORD — The construction
of a new Springfield Avenue en-
trance and roadway last summer
has brought about a dramatic
drop in traffic accidents at Union
County College, the College’s
Department of Public Safety re-
ported.

According to a report from the
College’s Department of Public
Safety, accidents on the Campus
during the fall semester de-
creased by 50 percent. The total
number of motor-vehicle acci-
dents on the campus dropped to
16 in Fall 2012 — half of the
number of “fender benders” that
took place during fall 2011.

Union County College President
Margaret McMenamin views the
new roadway as a success in
three ways. “The construction
project improved safety, in-
creased parking capacity, and
provided more direct access from
Springfield Avenue into the heart
of the Campus,” she stated.

The work completed in August
2012 created a drop-off point
that enabled students to exit from
buses and go to class without
crossing over a road. The new lot
configuration also reduced the
number of internal turns and re-
sulted in a net gain of almost 60
parking spots.

President McMenamin gives
credit to the Facilities Depart-
ment for overseeing the project
and completing the work on time
and within the budget. She also
praised the College’s Public
Safety Department for the offic-
ers’ daily patrols in the lots to
direct students open parking lots
and spaces.
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Children Reminded All
Dreams Are Possible

Today (Monday) is a day for all
Americans to come together and
celebrate the lasting memory of
a leader who preached equality
and peace. Any child who watched
the President’s Inauguration was
reminded that in our great na-
tion, all dreams are possible. That
is the essence of Dr. King’s hope.

Jon Bramnick
Assembly Republican Leader

Westfield


