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James Dwyer, Corey
Markovitch, Rob Kessler and Jeff
Weiss reaped maximum bonus
points in the heavier weights, as
the Cranford High School wres-
tling team toppled host Scotch
Plains-Fanwood, 42-25, on Janu-
ary 16.

“The county is pretty crazy right
now. Everybody is beating up on
everybody. We knew that we
matched up really well down low
and they matched up really well
with us on top. We figured, if my
kids weather the storm until we
get up to heavyweight, we should
be alright,” Raider Head Coach
TJ Gavor said.

The first bout of the evening at
160-lbs, however, was a pleas-
ant surprise for the Raiders. Trail-
ing 11-2 in the third period, Cory
Bell pulled off a snap-and-go spin
takedown then pancaked Matt
DiMartino opponent in 3:38.

“This is my first varsity match
so I had to do what I had to do
and push myself to the next level.
I was trying to Gable him the
whole time but couldn’t get him
off because he was strong, so I
had to snap his neck and did so
with a half, then turned him over
for the pin,” said Bell.

At 170-lbs., Dwyer’s speed and
agility led to a 6-2, decision over
Matt Ridge.

“I wrestle 160 but bumped up;
my opponent had some weight
on me, so I had to work around
that. I had to turn to my speed
more efficiently, and that is ex-
actly what my game plan was.
Did not want to muscle the kid,
tried to take shots more and it
worked out pretty well,” said
Dwyer.

At 182-lbs, Markovitch recorded
a 4:32 fall over Alex Mirabella
using a half nelson.

“I knew that I had to get team
points, so I worked my high
crotch, tilted him a few times and
pretty much worked for the six.
Finally, I got him with a low
single, on top, hit him with a tight
waist, chopped him to get some
backs and finally worked the half,”
said Markovitch.

At 195-lb. Kessler put Dan Van
Brunt to his back with a half
nelson to record a fall in 0:57.

“I wanted to be dominant,
wanted to push the pace and use
my high-crotch. I had a little bit

of a scramble when I went to my
back. He went on top of me but I
bounced back, worked a tight
waste and ankle and then worked
a half so he would go to his back,”
said Kessler.

Weiss pried Alex Peterson to
his back in 0:45 at 220-lbs. With
the team score, 6-21, the pres-
sure was on Raider Anthony
Tufaro in his heavyweight bout
with Jon ElKhoury. Tufaro
amassed an 8-0 lead in the first
period before securing a 9-1,
major decision.

BELL, MARKOVITCH, KESSLER, WEISS, JASMAR, BEIRNE, MURRAY PIN, CAPPELLO TOPS RICE

Cranford Cougars Emerge, Stop Raider Matmen, 42-25
“The first period, I believe I hit

an H2 for the takedown, three
point- five point move. I wanted
to break him physically and men-
tally whereby he did not want to
wrestle. I hit him as quickly as
possible and tried to stick him
there for six, but I ended up not
getting it. Second and third pe-
riod, I ran out of time and didn’t
get it done,” said Tufaro.

Jasmar Phillippe grounded Cou-
gar Chase Gunther to the mat in
0:36 at 106-lbs.

“The match was quick. I knew I

just hit a Gable like I wanted to;
got him down and pinned him and
that’s all that’s to it,” said Phillippe
who lifted his record to 7-1.

Raider JT Bierne dropped Nick
Scaramuzzi to his back in 0:34 at
113-lbs using a wrist and a half
to put the Raiders on top, 22-21.

“Our team desperately needed
six, so I went out looking for it. I
tried to use a throw, couldn’t hit
it so went for a takedown, and he
fell right into a half, so I got a
quick fall. Pretty basic though,”
said Bierne.

Raider Tom Cunningham scored
a takedown and a reversal to
defeat Dave Busch, 4-2, at 120-
lbs, but the Cougars roared back.
Andrew Tompkins shut down
Steve Carrion, 5-0, at 126-lbs
and David Ayala had no chal-
lenger at 132-lbs. Gavin Murray
pinned Jeff Liebrich in 1:33 and
at 138-lbs. Corey Birch used a
reversal to record a 2-0 victory
over Dom Natale. In the final
bout of the evening, 152-lb. Niko
Cappello performed a smooth
takedown in the first period and
a reversal in the third period to
earn a 4-0 decision.

“It came down to their studs at
38 and 45. Cranford is tough!
They’re definitely on a roll. We
got a couple of holes. As soon as
we get those closed up, we’ll be
back in business,” said Coach
Gavor.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
160: – Bell (S) p. DiMartino, 3:38
170: – Dwyer (C) d. Ridge, 6-2
182: – Markovitch (C) p. Mirabella, 4:32
195: – Kessler (C) p. Van Brunt, 0:57
220: – Weiss (C) p. Peterson, 0:45
Hwt: -Tufaro (S) md. Elkoury, 9-1
106: – Philippe (S) p. Gunther, 0:36
113: – Beirne (S) p. Scaramuzzi, :34
120: – Cunningham (S) d. Busch, 4-2
126: – Tompkins (C) d. Carrion, 5-0
132: – Ayala (C) won forfeit
138: – Murray (C) p Liebrich, 1:33
145: – Birch (C) d., Natale, 2-0
152: – Cappello (C) d. Rice, 4-0
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ENTANGLED IN A SNAKY BOUT…Cranford Cougar Corey Birch, left, and Raider Dom Natale try to figure out a way
to get control in their 145-lb bout. Birch squeezed out a 2-0 decision.


