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Senior Jess McCoy had no let-
down after she sank her 1,000th
career point in a game against
Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SPF) on
Friday, January 11, when she
bucketed 15 points, including the
final two points to lead the
Cranford High School girls bas-
ketball team to a 35-33 victory
over Governor Livingston (GL) in
Cranford on January 17.

“Thursday, we had a game
against Union, so I was 24 points
away from 1,000. I realized how

close I was. I was conceding it
that I could actually get it. Then
Friday night, I was more relaxed,
because it was only 10 points. I
was proud I did get them,” McCoy
said a few days prior to the GL
game.

In her game against SPF, she
got her 1,000th point in dramatic
fashion when she banged a 3-
pointer at the buzzer to end the
first quarter.

“I knew at the end of the quar-
ter, we were down, and that
three was there. My threes were
on. I was 3-for-3 at that time. I
didn’t actually know that it was
my 1,000th point, but I felt good
about the shot, so I took it. It
went in and the quarter ended. I

felt really good,” McCoy said.
Drama played out again against

the 10-3 Highlanders. With 1:10
remaining and the score knot-
ted, 33-33, McCoy went to the
line and sank both free throws.
With 21 seconds left, she added
a steal and was fouled, but missed
the free throw. Then with :01.3
left, she blocked a Highlander
shot to seal the victory.

McCoy finished the game with
five steals, seven rebounds, a
tipped pass that led to a steal
and two blocked shots. Forward
Kaitlin McGovern scored 11
points, including 5-for-6 from the
line, and added three rebounds
and a blocked shot. Jenna Goeller
had four points, three assists
and two rebounds. Kerry
Wischusen had two points, three
steals, three rebounds and a
blocked shot. Carly Maucione
had three points, two blocks, a
tip and two rebounds.

Seniors Mallory George, Erin
Ferguson and point guard Alyssa
Cranston were the girls, whom
the Cougars had to guard closely
throughout the game. George
netted 14 points, and Cranston
sank six. Ferguson scored eight
points, and Patrice Tomasso
rolled in a lay-up and banged a
3-pointer in the third quarter.

Both teams were very cau-
tious in the first half, and the
Highlanders clung to a 14-13
lead at the intermission. The
Cougars’ defense made sure
that the Highlander shooters
got very little looks from the
outside.

“I think we had more compo-
sure defensively than we have
had under that pressure. We
had a different strategy going
into this game,” McCoy said.

But the difference in the game
seemed to be the Cougars’ abil-
ity to sink their free throws,

McCOY SCORES 15 POINTS, GETS 5 STEALS, 7 REBOUNDS, 3 BLOCKS; McGOVERN 11 POINTS

Lady Cougars Creep Past GL Highlander Cagers, 35-33
hitting 9-for-11 in the second half,
while the Highlanders sank only
two of seven down the stretch.
The third quarter began with
McGovern hitting both of her free
throws and Goeller following with
three of four tosses. The 10-3
Cougars won the quarter, 14-13,
then added the first two points of
the fourth quarter when Goeller
assisted McGovern on a lay-up.
Within the next six minutes, GL
had their woes at the line.

“Normally we are not the stron-
gest foul shooters, but we really
pulled through, and we got into a
lot of foul trouble, but they
weren’t converting, so it worked
out,” McCoy said.

With her 1,000-point achieve-
ment behind her, McCoy’s name
will be added to the short list of
names included on the banner on

the gym wall.
“I always dreamed about it.

The first day I came to the high
school to practice with the team,
I looked right up at it. But it was
not at the forefront of my mind.
It wasn’t that I had to score. It
was that it would be nice to get.
I am going to get my points, but
winning was more important. It
was in the background but never
everything,” McCoy said.

Next on the list will be the
scramble for the Union County
Tournament title.

“Everything is really kind of
mixed. There is no definitive top
team, but I want to win counties,
and I want to win from here on
out. Hopefully, we will do that,”
McCoy said.
Gov. Livingston   9   5 13   6 33
Cranford   7   6 14   8 35

Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STRONG ON DEFENSE AND OFFENSE…Cougar Jess McCoy, facing, made
five steals, had seven rebounds, blocked two shots and tipped a pass that led to
a steal, as well as sinking 15 points in the 35-33 victory over the Highlanders.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DEFENSE – NAME OF THE GAME…Cougar Jenna Goeller concentrates on her
defensive skills in the 35-33 victory over the Highlanders.
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