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Sometimes, I stay after in prac-
tice and wrestle more to get the

feel of the mat. It’s my senior
year. I got to go out with a bang.

Hopefully, I get down to AC and
make a bigger impact than I did

last year,” Tufaro said.
Blue Devil Colin Barber

recorded a 3:40 pin over
Brandon Paris (U) then
edged Justin Becker (R),
3-1, to reach the 160-lb
finals to have another
showdown with Bear John
Balboni, ranked third in
the state. Balboni won,
6-1, and was named Out-
standing Wrestler (upper
weights). Cougar Jimmy
Dwyer placed fourth.

Cougar Gavin Murray,
after recording a pin in
2:53, had a battle with
Raider Brian Lapham in
the 132-lb semis but pre-
vailed, 5-4. But an even
bigger battle came in his
title bout with Ryan Hoy
(G) who got an early lead
with a five-point Peterson
roll. Murray battled back,
but Hoy held on to win,

9-8. He also won the OW (lower
weights).

“He went for it. I couldn’t de-
fend it and that was the match. I
had to play catch up, but I didn’t
have enough time. I definitely
got to be a little more cautious on
top. I was a little sloppy. Next
time, I will know better. I will see
him at regions. Hopefully, I will
get my payback,” Murray said.

In the other 132-lb semi, Blue
Devil Matt Barber, who had just
defeated Hoy, 7-2, the night be-
fore in a dual meet, got stuck in
a 4:20 fall. Barber recovered to
defeat Lapham, 3-1, in overtime
for third place.

Cougar Jeff Weiss, after re-
cording a 1:03 fall over Blue
Devil Cotter Spurlock, pulled a
quick reversal and caught Ed
Olenick (J) in 3:25 in a battle of
hardnosed football players to

advance to the 220-lb finals.
“He’s very strong. He kept try-

ing to go to a half, while I was
standing up, so I knew if stood up
and backed out, he would slide
off. He slipped. He started to go
down, and I tossed him over,”
Weiss explained.

Weiss faced another hardnosed
football player in AJ Iarussi (S)
for the title. Iarussi used a
hammerlock and a boxed arm
bar to pin Weiss in 2:24.

Blue Devil Nick Velez recorded
a 5-0 decision over Bob Vail (RP)
to advance to the 138-lb semis
where he recorded a pair of
takedowns to grab a 4-1 lead
over John Coler (J), but Coler
answered to earn a 6-4 decision
then won the title with a 9-5 win
over Dan Kourakas (N). Velez
took third with a 4:26 fall over
Joe Lugas (P).

Cougar Niko Cappello defeated
Raider Dein Rice, 4-1, for third at
145-lbs. Earlier Rice defeated

Blue Devils Finish Third, Cougars Place Fourth, Raiders Take Sixth at UCT Wrestling
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220-lbs – Cougar Jeff Weiss

Johnson Crusader Ed Olenick

182-lbs – Blue Devil Brian Bulger

Bear Jeff Velez

195-lbs – Blue Devil Nick Arnold

Cougar Rob Kessler


