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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Roselle Park (RP) produced
three individual champions and
climbed to the top rung to claim
the team title at the Union County
Wrestling Tournament (UCT) in
Union on January 19. The Pan-
thers finished with a 172.5 total
to end the Brearley Bear’s UCT
winning streak at seven.

The Bears (B) claimed three
individual champions and finished
second with 149.5 points.
Westfield (W) took third at 139.5
and had one individual champ.
Cranford placed fourth at 119,
Governor Livingston (G) with
three individual champs took fifth
at 114.5 and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood (SP) finished sixth at
99 and claimed one individual
champ.

The New Providence (N) Pio-
neers sent four into the finals
and finished seventh at 97. A.L.
Johnson (J) claimed two champs,
had the UC Coach of the Year
(Rick Ortega) and finished eighth
at 90. Rahway (R) took ninth at
87, followed by Elizabeth (E) at
73, Union (U) at 65, Linden (L) at
53, Plainfield (P) at 50 and the
Summit (S) Hilltoppers, who
claimed one champ, at 47.

Blue Devil Brian Bulger ex-
tended his record to 20-0 when
he put on a takedown clinic to
defeat Bear Jeff Velez, 10-3, for
the 182-lb title. Just three days
earlier, Bulger defeated Velez,

8-4, in a dual meet.
“I felt he knew I was coming

more. He knew what to expect,
so it was a little harder than
Wednesday when I wrestled him.
I think your feet is the most
important position. If you can
take someone down, and you

can get off bottom, you can win,”
Bulger said.

Just the day before in a dual
meet at Governor Livingston,
Bulger bumped up to the 195-lb
class and defeated Shane
Haddad, 5-2. Just after Bulger’s
title bout, Haddad won the UCT

title at 195-lbs.
“I asked my coach to bump me

up. I wanted a good match. I was

confident that I could beat him,
and I did,” Bulger said.

Blue Devil Nick Arnold recorded
a 5-2 decision over Saverio
Salfcas then advanced to the 195-
lb finals with a 3:59 fall over
Cougar Rob Kessler, who earlier
pinned Andrew Lameria (J) in 31

seconds. Kessler finished third
with a 1:49 fall over Evaristo
Diaz (E).

“I was able to get my pancake
on him in the first period. Then
after that, I was on top and turned

him even more and I was lucky
enough to get the pin at the
end,” explained Arnold, who
added, “It’s great to get in the
finals, go out there and try to
help us get number one.”

Arnold faced Haddad in the fi-
nals and fell victim to a cradle in
5:29.

Raider heavyweight Anthony
Tufaro took care of business with
a 4:32 fall over Kyle Brookens
(P) in the semifinals.

“I have been working in prac-
tice to take quicker moves. I had
to be quicker, so I went in for my
shot. Once I got his leg, he wasn’t
getting away from me. I decided
I was going to work the bar arm.
I was cranking it, cranking it. He
wasn’t doing much, so I took him
to his back,” Tufaro explained.

In his previous bout, Tufaro
had to play it cagy in a 2-1
victory over Blue Devil Kyle Kania,
who has been deadly with his
Japanese whizzer.

“I knew he was going to hit it on
me. He hit it the past three times
that we wrestled, so I have been
practicing how to know when it’s
coming. When he hit it, I pulled
my hip into him. He landed on his
knees. I took control,” Tufaro
said.

In the title bout, Tufaro had his
own takedown clinic, which in-
cluded a slick snap down and a
shin pick to go with some double-
leg takedowns, against Kris Lewis
(U) to grab a 12-4, majority de-
cision for his 93rd career win.

“My coach has been yelling at
me all week in the room that I
had to start getting takedowns. I
was taking down my coach in
practice, and I never hit them in
a real match. He was extremely
upset with me, so I had to please
him. I have a lot better mat
sense. I wrestled during football.

TUFARO WINS HWT, BULGER WINS 182-LBS; C. BARBER, ARNOLD, MURRAY, WEISS TAKE 2ND

Blue Devils 3rd, Cougars 4th, SPF 6th at UCT Mat Tourney

Probitas Verus Honos
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ENTANGLED IN A WILD TITLE BOUT…Cranford Cougar Gavin Murray, top, attempts to wiggle around Highlander
Ryan Hoy in the 132-lb championship bout. Hoy hung on to win a 9-8 thriller.
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