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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

Choral Art Society to
Present Winter Concert

Zero Dark Thirty
Like Clockwork

4 popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

 I figured it would be tense and
exciting. I knew Mark Boal’s grip-
ping screenplay, based on actual, first-
hand accounts, would be informa-
tive. But what I didn’t count on was
how eerily haunting director Kathryn
Bigelow’s Zero Dark Thirty, about
the hunt for and eventual assassina-
tion of al-Qaeda terrorist leader
Osama bin Laden, would be.

 Focusing on the heretofore un-
sung heroine of the true saga, a fe-
male CIA agent known to us only as
Maya, the time spent rummaging
through the modus operandi of evil
takes a toll. The sheer horror of what
befell us on 9/11 is relived, and the
need for retribution is dramatically
examined. It is time spent in ugly but
sorrowfully necessary circumstances.

 Even if you rethought things con-
siderably in the flower power 1960s
after originally growing up on John
Wayne shooting his way to democ-
racy at every historic opportunity, it
can’t be escaped. It’s that patriotic
tingle when first we’re shown the
specially modified Blackhawk heli-
copters that will carry Navy SEAL
Team Six to their date with destiny.

 We’re reminded how thin the buffer
that protects us is, and how great is
the resolve to destroy all things Ameri-
can, whether because of religious
belief, jealousy, class warfare or an
aberrant combination thereof. It is
impressed by one CIA boss who,
angry at the lack of progress, screams,
“There’s no secret cell also working
on this. We’re it!”

 That sends a shiver. But it’s the
stone cold determination evoked by
agent Maya, depicted with steely eyed
intensity by Jessica Chastain, that
best personifies the fire required to
fight the fire. We see it after her
arrival at a black site in Pakistan
when she witnesses her first interro-
gation. While nary a wince from her,
we mull the use of torture.

 Expect no political correctness.
There’s no trying to show the
evildoer’s side of things. Consider-
ing the 9/11 prologue, it’d be an in-
sult. This is a war movie about the
new kind of war and what it takes to
win it. And, save for a few moments
where it can’t be helped, there is no
great show of pride in doing what we
must to protect our way of life.

 Oh, but of course, like Jell-O,
there’s always room for politics, from
way up top right down to the field
operatives. Convincing performances
by good and bad guys alike, com-
bined with a decrepit, third world
atmosphere that makes you thank
your lucky stars you live in the good
old U.S. of A., powerfully establish
the sociopolitical landscape.

 Though injecting an artistic flour-
ish here and there, Ms. Bigelow
achieves a compelling integrity by
steering clear of the clichés generally
employed in most action yarns. Sadly,
these facts need no dramatic embel-
lishment, and by relating them so
astutely, she fashions a nearly three-
hour film that won’t have viewers
checking their watches.

 We remain in awe as the director
essentially ferries us through an ar-
duously detailed Sherlock Holmes
sleuther rife with blind alleys, false
starts, painstaking investigation and
undaunted dedication. The search for
a needle hidden in a haystack that
ostensibly encompasses the whole
wide world hammers home the
aloneness of America’s mission.

 We won’t learn very much about

the CIA agent referred to here only as
Maya, except that she evinces many
of the personality earmarks mystery
writers love to imbue their protago-
nists with. She is a loner, exhibiting
an economy of lifestyle bereft of all
superfluousness, as if machine-honed
specifically for the mission that is her
obsession.

 Adding a notion of humanness to
the proceedings as well as a glimpse
into the inner sociology of things
CIA is Jennifer Ehle as Jessica, a
senior agent who suggests the appeal
of friendship to the younger fire-
brand. While mildly receptive, Maya
nonetheless isn’t above criticizing that
many of her older colleagues’ meth-
ods are just so Cold War.

 Also effective in establishing the
mood and aura of the narrative is
Jason Clarke as Dan, the agent under
whose wing Maya first learns her
field craft. Controversial in that he’s
a proponent of waterboarding and
other interrogative methods that soon
come under congressional scrutiny,
he smartly personifies the inherent
conundrum of his occupation.

 Exemplifying the business and red
tape end of things, that necessary
contingent behind the selfless hero-
ism, Kyle Chandler is Joseph Brad-
ley, the top official in Pakistan. And,
giving a piercing look into the enemy
camp, Reda Kateb is torturingly cred-
ible as Anwar, the stereotypical de-
tainee. The faint of heart will want to
skip his searing inquisition.

 An important film marking
America’s resolve in the war against
terror, and hopefully the turning point
in the defeat of that cowardly scourge,
director Bigelow’s pedigreed account
raises the bar on what we expect from
historical drama. We don’t cheer at
the end, but rather, muse how Zero
Dark Thirty is proof there is a time for
everything.

…
 Zero Dark Thirty, rated R, is a

Columbia Pictures release directed
by Kathryn Bigelow and stars Jessica
Chastain, Jason Clarke and Jennifer
Ehle. Running time: 157 minutes

Martin Sedek

WESTFIELD — The Choral Art
Society of New Jersey will present its
annual Winter Concert on Saturday,
January 26, at 8 p.m., at The Presby-
terian Church in Westfield, located at
the corner of Mountain Avenue and
East Broad Street.

This concert marks a special sea-
son for the Choral Art Society; not
only is the group’s new Music Direc-
tor, Martin Sedek, conducting the
ensemble in performance for the first
time, but the program consists of
works the group has never before
presented in its 50 year history.

The Choral Art Society will present
the North Jersey premiere of the
program’s centerpiece, Bob Chilcott’s
“Requiem,” a new setting of this mass
for chorus, two soloists, and orches-
tra.

The soloists are Valerie Bernhardt,
soprano and Alex Wang, tenor. Ms.
Bernhardt has sung at Carnegie Hall
with the St. Cecilia Chorus and Or-
chestra, the Pittsburgh Opera and been
on the roster at the Metropolitan
Opera in New York and Mr. Wang has
sung at Radio City Music Hall and
Alice Tully Hall in Manhattan.

This new masterpiece, premiered

in 2010, will be juxtaposed with
Mozart’s “Missa Brevis in C” (Spar-
row Mass), offering the listener the
chance to hear treatments of two simi-
lar sacred texts by master composers
more than two centuries apart. The
Choral Art Society Orchestra will
accompany the chorus.

Admission is $20, $15 for seniors
and students, at the door. For infor-
mation call (908) 654-5737 or visit
casofnj.org.

‘Beyond Just Riding,’ ‘Kiddie
Clinics’ at Watchung Stable

MOUNTAINSIDE – “Beyond
Just Riding” is a series of five win-
ter classes being offered for partici-
pants ages nine through adult on
Sundays at Watchung Stable in
Mountainside. Sponsored by the
Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders and the Union County
Department of Parks and Commu-
nity Renewal, the classes will be on
Sunday mornings from January 27
through February 24.

“Kiddie Clinics” will be offered
on three Saturday mornings for chil-
dren ages 3 through 8 to expand
their knowledge of horses. These
specialized non-riding mini-clinics
will be on three Saturdays: January
26, February 2 and February 9.

Each “Beyond Just Riding” ses-

sion will last 90 minutes and will
focus on one of a variety of horse
and horsemanship topics. Partici-
pants, ages nine through adult, are
invited to register for as many
classes as they would like. All riding
levels are welcome. The sessions
will be held in the barn or the lec-
ture area of the stable. The cost is
$20 per person for each 90-minute
class.

The winter “Beyond Just Riding”
classes are being offered as fol-
lows:
January 27 - 10 to 11:30 a.m.
Grooming and Tacking Up; Febru-
ary 3 - 10 to 11:30 a.m. Behavior of
Horses; February 10 - 10 to 11:30
a.m. Basic Tack and Care of Tack;
February 17 - 10 to 11:30 a.m. Ad-
vanced Grooming; February 24 -
10 to 11:30 a.m. What It Takes to
Own a Horse.

The Saturday morning “Kiddie
Clinics” for children ages 3 through
8 are one-hour sessions designed to
introduce youngsters to the
Watchung Stable and the world of
horses. Each of the three clinics is
offered on the three Saturdays. “Just
the Two of Us” grooming sessions
are included so a parent and child
can participate together. The clin-
ics will be held in the barn or the
lecture area of the stable. The cost
is $10 per person for each one-hour
clinic.

Each of the Kiddie Clinics will
be offered on January 26, February
2 and February 9 at the following
times: 9 to 10 a.m. – Mini-Groom-
ing: for children ages 6-8; 10 to 11
a.m. – Colorful World of Horses:
children ages 6-8 learn about dif-
ferent breeds; 11 a.m. to noon –
Just the Two of Us: mini-grooming
for children ages 3-5 with a parent.

Space is limited for the “Beyond
Just Riding” classes and the “Kiddie
Clinics” and in-person pre-regis-
tration is required at Watchung
Stable, located at 1160 Summit
Lane in Mountainside. For further
information, call the Watchung
Stable office at (908) 789-3665 or
e-mail your question to
stablequestions@ucnj.org.

WCW Experiments in Floral Design

ENGLISH IVY…Floral Designer Lisa Golemme, the florist at The Westwood in
Garwood and owner of English Ivy Floral Design, led a flower-arranging
program recently for the members of the Woman’s Club of Westfield (WCW).
Shown in this photo from left are: Jean Murphy, WCW Program Chairman and
Ms. Golemme. Lisa adds her special creative touch by adding a bit of English ivy
to every design.

WESTFIELD – Floral Designer
Lisa Golemme, the florist at The
Westwood in Garwood and owner
of English Ivy Floral Design, led a
flower-arranging program recently
for the members of the Woman’s
Club of Westfield (WCW).

Using a variety of flowers and
greenery, Lisa created six spectacu-
lar arrangements much to the de-

light and interest of the members.
The arrangements were in turn
raffled off with the proceeds going
to the WCW Bridges program, the
aim of which is to feed the hungry.

‘The Amulet’ — A Christian
Thriller by Dean Klein

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

AREA — In 1947 a monumental
archeological discovery is made near
the ruins of a previously unknown and
long-extinct Jewish community. An
ancient relic is found there.

Incredibly, it appears not to have
aged in the time that has passed. No one
can explain it, not even the Israeli An-
tiquities Authority. But even more as-
tounding is the fact that the relic exhib-
its supernatural properties.

Years later, in the United States, a
young doctor begins to experience
nightmares that ultimately compel him
to go to Jerusalem for a reason he does
not know. It is there he comes into
contact with the relic and, in doing so,
learns of an impossible destiny set for
him 2,000 years ago.

Soon the world and the Vatican be-
gin to grow afraid - for what is happen-
ing is outside any scripture known to
man. People begin to believe the end is
approaching. Fear and chaos result.
Churches, synagogues and mosques
are jammed with frightened worship-
ers. Even the Vatican, now on the edge
of collapse, is helpless to understand
events not seen or heard of since the
time of Christ.

Upon the stunning – heart-pounding
– conclusion of “The Amulet,” when
the world is on the verge of panic, the
light of the world touches the world
again.

“The Amulet” is a high-concept story
that brings back the world to what it
was centuries ago. The novel has al-
ready received a strong expression of
interest from 20th Century Fox as a
potential movie project.

Author Dean Klein, Westfield High
School Class of 1967, is a former tech-
nical industrial marketing executive

once responsible for the research and
development of new business opportu-
nities for operating companies, as well
as for corporate clients of Stanford
Research Institute in Menlo Park, Ca-
lif.

Spending his boyhood in Atlanta
and later, in Westfield, Mr. Klein holds
degrees in chemistry, biology and mar-
keting. Personal interests beyond writ-
ing include baseball, the South Seas,
British sports cars, exotic plants, run-
ning 5Ks and chasing his wire-hair fox
terrier.

“The Amulet,” and Mr. Klein’s other
novels are available on Kindle, NOOK
and in soft cover from Amazon.com.

Town Book Store to
Host Author Naomi

Desiderio
WESTFIELD - The Town Book

Store will be hosting Naomi Desiderio,
author of “Reunion” on Saturday, Janu-
ary 26, from 11 to 1 p.m.

Mary Ann Connor Carlino, the hero-
ine of Ms. Desiderio’s first novel, “Hell
at Sea,” is invited to the reunion of the
German U-115, the enemy submarine
on which she sailed as a prisoner in
1942. Together she and her grandson
Philip, age 12, fly to Hamburg, West
Germany to meet with the former crew
and their commander, Herbert Ketter, a
retired Admiral from NATO.

Learn of the privations and triumphs
of vanquished warriors, including Mary
Ann’s personal response to post-war
situations.

Naomi C. Desiderio grew up in
Blairsville, Pennsylvania and gradu-
ated from Seton Hill College and Indi-
ana University of Pennsylvania with a
BA and MA in English. Later, when
she was married with three children,
Naomi wrote her novels, “Hell at Sea”
and “Reunion” early in the morning
while surviving neuroendocrine can-
cer.

Meet Naomi Desiderio at The Town
Book Store located at 270 East Broad
Street in Westfield (corner of East Broad
and Elmer Streets). If you are unable to
attend this event, feel free to call The
Town Book Store at (908) 233-3535 to
reserve an autographed copy of “Re-
union,”

College Club to Present
‘Sex in the Garden’

FANWOOD - The College Club
of Fanwood-Scotch Plains will
present the program “Sex in the
Garden” on Monday, January 28, at
the Chelsea, 295 South Avenue,
Fanwood.

Holly Hoffman, Director of
Trailside Museum, will acquaint
those in attendance with the local
flora and fauna of the area. Ms.
Hoffman will also discuss the mat-
ing habits of small mammals.

Refreshments will be served at
7:30 and the program will begin at
7:45 p.m. The public is welcome to
attend this scintillating program.

EXPANDING HORSE KNOWLEDGE...The Watchung Stables in Mountainside
will  offer “Kiddie Clinics” on three Saturday mornings for children ages 3
through 8 to expand their knowledge of horses. “Beyond Just Riding” is a series
of five winter classes being offered for participants ages 9 through adult on
Sunday mornings.

WHS to Host
Hurricane Benefit

Concert
WESTFIELD – On Friday, Janu-

ary 25, Westfield High School (WHS)
in will be host a benefit concert to
raise money for Hurricane Sandy re-
lief efforts at the Jersey Shore. The
concert is being organized by a team
of faculty, staff and students from the
high school.

The four bands that will be playing
are: The Flying Dogs of Jupiter,
Hammond, The Static Jacks and Tran-
sit Radio. All the bands have roots in
Westfield.

Tickets are $20 for adults and $10
for students, including middle and
high school. All proceeds will go
towards relief efforts as well as the
Westfield High School Helping
Hands Fund. Tickets can be purchased
at the door or in the main office of
WHS.

Donations can be made out to WHS
with “Relief Efforts” on the memo
line. Mailed donations can be sent to
Westfield High School, c/o Lori
Scicolone, 550 Dorian Road
Westfield, NJ, 07090.

Visit whsbenefit.weebly.com for
more information.

Seaside Park
Benefit Set for

February 8
CLARK – Funtown Peers will host

a benefit on Friday, February 8, to aid
the community of Seaside Park, one
of the Jersey Shore communities hit
hard by Superstorm Sandy. The event
will be held at The Gran Centurions,
440 Madison Hill Road, Clark, from
7 to 11 p.m. Tickets are $60 and
include admission, food, drinks (beer,
wine, soda), and live music from The
Rick Cantor Band.

In addition, there will be a tricky
tray with prizes such as an exclusive
backstage tour of the Today Show; a
Knicks “Superpackage” which in-
cludes tickets to a 2013 game and
signed items from stars Carmelo
Anthony, Amare Stoudemire and
Tyson Chandler; a meet and greet
with WWE Hall of Famers and former
stars courtesy of
Legendsofthering.com and much,
much more!

The event is being run by “Funtown
Peers: Friends of Seaside Park”
(501(c)(3) application pending). All
proceeds will assist the residents and
local businesses effected by
Superstorm Sandy. This is the only
event specifically for Seaside Park
(not Seaside Heights). For further
information, visit ssp.2013.com.

To purchase tickets, make a dona-
tion or more information, email
ssp2013@aol or call (908) 577-6232.
Any school or student organization
interested in supporting this charity
may contact Greg Gagliardi, Student
Fundraising Coordinator, at the email
address and phone number listed
above.

Musical Club of
Westfield Announces

Auditions
WESTFIELD – Auditions for

membership in the Musical Club of
Westfield are set for Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 6, at 10:30 a.m. at 1168 Pros-
pect Street, Westfield.

Founded in 1915, the club is de-
voted to fostering and encouraging
music, providing performance op-
portunities and supporting college
music scholarships.

For more information and to sched-
ule an audition contact Evelyn Bleeke
at ebleeke@comcast.net or Merrilyn
Crane at mcrane1036@hotmail.com.


