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McCOY SCORES 15 PTs, 5 STEALS; McGOVERN 11 PTs

Lady Cougars Creep Past
GL Highlander Cagers, 35-33

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior Jess McCoy had no let-
down after she sank her 1,000th ca-
reer point in a game against Scotch
Plains-Fanwood (SPF) on Friday,
January 11, when she bucketed 15
points, including the final two points
to lead the Cranford High School
girls basketball team to a 35-33 vic-
tory over Governor Livingston (GL)
in Cranford on January 17.

“Thursday, we had a game against
Union, so I was 24 points away from
1,000. I realized how close I was. I
was conceding it that I could actually
get it. Then Friday night, I was more
relaxed, because it was only 10 points.
I was proud I did get them,” McCoy
said a few days prior to the GL game.

In her game against SPF, she got
her 1,000th point in dramatic fashion
when she banged a 3-pointer at the

buzzer to end the first quarter.
“I knew at the end of the quarter,

we were down, and that three was
there. My threes were on. I was 3-for-
3 at that time. I didn’t actually know
that it was my 1,000th point, but I felt
good about the shot, so I took it. It
went in and the quarter ended. I felt
really good,” McCoy said.

Drama played out again against
the 10-3 Highlanders. With 1:10 re-
maining and the score knotted, 33-
33, McCoy went to the line and sank
both free throws. With 21 seconds
left, she added a steal and was fouled,
but missed the free throw. Then with
:01.3 left, she blocked a Highlander
shot to seal the victory.

McCoy finished the game with five
steals, seven rebounds, a tipped pass
that led to a steal and two blocked
shots. Forward Kaitlin McGovern
scored 11 points, including 5-for-6
from the line, and added three re-

bounds and a blocked shot. Jenna
Goeller had four points, three assists
and two rebounds. Kerry Wischusen
had two points, three steals, three
rebounds and a blocked shot. Carly
Maucione had three points, two
blocks, a tip and two rebounds.

Seniors Mallory George, Erin
Ferguson and point guard Alyssa
Cranston were the girls, whom the
Cougars had to guard closely through-
out the game. George netted 14 points,
and Cranston sank six. Ferguson
scored eight points, and Patrice
Tomasso rolled in a lay-up and banged
a 3-pointer in the third quarter.

Both teams were very cautious in
the first half, and the Highlanders
clung to a 14-13 lead at the intermis-
sion. The Cougars’ defense made sure
that the Highlander shooters got very
little looks from the outside.

“I think we had more composure

defensively than we have had under
that pressure. We had a different strat-
egy going into this game,” McCoy
said.

But the difference in the game
seemed to be the Cougars’ ability to
sink their free throws, hitting 9-for-
11 in the second half, while the High-
landers sank only two of seven down
the stretch. The third quarter began
with McGovern hitting both of her
free throws and Goeller following

with three of four tosses. The 10-3
Cougars won the quarter, 14-13, then
added the first two points of the fourth
quarter when Goeller assisted
McGovern on a lay-up. Within the
next six minutes, GL had their woes
at the line.

“Normally we are not the strongest
foul shooters, but we really pulled
through, and we got into a lot of foul
trouble, but they weren’t converting,
so it worked out,” McCoy said.

With her 1,000-point achievement
behind her, McCoy’s name will be
added to the short list of names in-
cluded on the banner on the gym wall.

“I always dreamed about it. The
first day I came to the high school to
practice with the team, I looked right
up at it. But it was not at the forefront
of my mind. It wasn’t that I had to
score. It was that it would be nice to
get. I am going to get my points, but

winning was more important. It was
in the background but never every-
thing,” McCoy said.

Next on the list will be the scramble
for the Union County Tournament title.

“Everything is really kind of mixed.
There is no definitive top team, but I
want to win counties, and I want to
win from here on out. Hopefully, we
will do that,” McCoy said.
Gov. Livingston   9   5 13   6 33
Cranford   7   6 14   8 35

VELEZ MAJORS; ROTONDO PINS, SPURLOCK WINS 3-1

Blue Devil Matmen Muzzle
David Brearley Bears, 43-21

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Tuning up well for the upcoming
Union County Tournament held on
January 19 did not turn out quite as
well as the Westfield High School
wrestling team wanted, but the 9-1
Blue Devils did, however, return
home with a 43-21 victory over a
somewhat wounded David Brearley
squad in Kenilworth on January 16.

Several Blue Devils entered their
bouts with a tentative air, and it showed,
while several others strutted onto the
mat loaded for Bear, and it also showed.

“Too inconsistent! We finally just
made our goals this week, and the kids
set some pretty high goals. To be ac-
complished, we need a team effort. We
don’t need individuals going out where
some guys wrestle hard, some guys
don’t. We got lucky, because Brearley
is hurting a little bit right now, a little bit
under the weather, so we were able to
get away with it. Any time you can steal
a win we will take it. With us, it’s got to
be more than the win but how we are
getting it done, and we didn’t get it
done very well,” Blue Devil Head Coach
Glen Kurz said.

In the first bout of the evening at
126-lbs, Blue Devil Anthony Aldana
entered his bout with Tim Murphy
boasting a 14-2 record, but it was
Murphy who prevailed, 3-2. Blue Devil
Alberto Gonzalves received a forfeit
at 132-lbs, then Matt Barber pinned
Amir Al Daly in 1:14 at 138-lbs.

Blue Devil Nick Velez used a vari-
ety of five takedowns and two arm
bar nearfalls to claim a 16-3, major-
ity decision over Eoghan Savona at
145-lbs to up his record to 12-1. Nick
Rotondo tore into Bear Matt Disko,
recording two takedowns, a scissor
tilt nearfall and an arm bar nearfall
before pinning him with a wrist/half
nelson in 3:33 at 152-lbs.

No. 4 ranked Colin Barber wrestled
somewhat tentatively with No. 3
ranked Bear John Balboni at 160-lbs.
Balboni escaped in the second period
and was awarded a stalling penalty
point to take a 2-0 lead. Barber es-
caped in the third then with two sec-
onds remaining, Balboni recorded a
takedown to win, 4-1.

At 170-lbs, Bear Joey Balboni pinned
Kevin Frega in 1:20 with an arm bar
walkover. Blue Devil Brian Bulger re-
corded a pair of takedowns in the first
period and another early in the second
but seemed to slow down to get an 8-4
decision over Jeff Velez at 182-lbs.
Blue Devil Nick Arnold used an ankle
pick and spin takedown to defeat
Saverio Salfcas, 3-1, at 195-lbs.

Blue Devil Cotter Spurlock ended
the second period with a takedown at
the buzzer to earn a 3-1 win over
Jordan Velez at 220-lbs. Heavyweight

Kyle Kania smothered Bear Rasheed
Powell-Banks in 4:26. Nick Kalimtzis
received a forfeit at 106-lbs then after
Bear Nick DeMarco recorded a 1:07
fall over Chris Hoerle at 113-lbs,
Bear Dylan Oliva edged John Fuller,
3-1, at 120-lbs.

“We had some good efforts. I like
the way Nick Velez wrestled. Techni-
cally, he looked good. Nick Rotondo
wrestled well tonight. He was ag-
gressive. He was doing what we have
been talking about doing. We have
been talking about building up leads
and not being content. He scored the
whole time he was out there. Brian
Bulger wrestled a very good three
minutes then shut it down. He should
have opened it up and not be content
with 8-4. Cotter wrestled a nice
match,” Coach Kurz said.

BOUTSEQUENCE:
126: — Murphy (B) d Aldana, 3-2
132: — Gonzalves (W) won forfeit
138: — Barber (W) p El Daly, 1:14
145: — Velez (W) md Savona, 16-3
152: — Rotondo (W) p Disko, 3:33
160: — Balboni (B) d Barber, 4-1
170: — Balboni (B) p Frega, 1:20
182: — Bulger (W) d Velez, 8-4
195: — Arnold (W) d Salfcas, 3-1
220: — Spurlock (W) d Velez, 3-1
Hwt: — Kania (W) p Banks, 4:26
106: — Kalimtzis (W) won forfeit
113: — DeMarco (B) p Hoerle, 1:07
120: — Oliva (B) d Fuller, 3-1

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SEDATING A BREARLEY BEAR…Blue Devil Nick Rotondo, top, pinned Bear Matt Disko in 3:33 in his 152-lb bout.
Westfield defeated Brearley 43-21 in Kenilworth.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STRONG ON DEFENSE AND OFFENSE…Cougar Jess McCoy, facing, made five steals, had seven rebounds, blocked two
shots and tipped a pass that led to a steal, as well as sinking 15 points in the 35-33 victory over the Highlanders.

The Westfield High School wres-
tling team won 11 of 14 bouts to
topple the Governor Livingston High-
landers, 44-18, in Berkeley Heights
on January 18. The 10-1 Blue Devils
prevailed in the two biggest show-
down bouts of the evening.

At 132-lbs, Blue Devil Matt Bar-
ber gathered three left-side single-
leg takedowns to defeat Ryan Hoy, 7-
2. Barber’s victory dropped Hoy from
the top seed to the third seed for the
Union County Tournament (UCT)
and bumped Barber from the third
seed to the second seed.

Blue Devil Brian Bulger bumped
up to the 195-lb class and defeated
Shane Haddad, 5-2, with the help of
two double-leg takedowns. Bulger

would be the top seed at 182-lbs and
Haddad the top seed at 195-lbs for
the UCT. Both eventually won their
respective classes.

In the first bout of the evening,
heavyweight Kyle Kania used a Japa-
nese whizzer, a spin-behind and a
duck under takedown to defeat TJ
McGowan, 7-3, then Nick Kalimtzis
pinned Chris Sergio with a half nelson
in 1:03 at 106-lbs.

At 113-lbs GL’s Joe Colder  had a
1-0 lead on John Fuller but caught
him with a lateral drop with one sec-
ond remaining. GL’s Jon Mele, the
eventual UCT champ, won by fall
over Yusef Dwider at 120-lbs, then
Blue Devil Anthony Aldana tallied
three takedowns, an escape and a
double arm bar nearfall to grab a 10-
1, majority decision over Austin

Blue Devil Matmen Top Governor Livingston Highlanders, 44-18
Senkarik at 126-lbs.

Nick Velez recorded five takedowns
and two escapes to earn a 12-3, ma-
jority decision over Dennis Sobol at
138-lbs then Vin DeFillippo amassed
a 16-1, tech fall over Andrew Lipnik
in 5:22 at 145-lbs. DeFillippo caught
Lipnikattempting a Gramby roll to
add a three-point nearfall and later
converted a guillotine to a double
arm bar to add three more points.

 Nick Rotondo added a 9-1, major-
ity decision over TJ Nicholson at
152-lbs, with the help of four
takedowns and Jerek Gozdieski
claimed an 8-2 victory over Mike
Rhodes at 160-lbs. Colin Barber
stacked his opponent in 1:20 at 170-
lbs, and Kevin Frega earned a 5-2
decision at 182-lbs. The Highlanders
won by fall at 220-lbs.

Prepared By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times
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696 Rahway Avenue, Westfield Price upon request
NEW LISTING! Magnificent 13 room, 5 BR, 3.5 bath CH
Colonial built in 2007 features: 9' ceilings, stunning
millwork, hdwd. floors & top of the line fixtures. Gracious
Foyer; LR, Formal DR, Gourmet Center Island Kitchen,
Family Room w/fplc. 1st floor: Mud room, Powder room,
Library, Office & BR w/en suite bath; MBR Retreat w/gas
fplc, WIC's & luxurious spa bath; convenient 2nd floor
Laundry. Spacious & light-filled home with features sure
to impress! Close to town, schools & NYC transportation.

COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
© 2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  (908) 233-5555

772 Prospect Street, Westfield $1,219,000
Gorgeous NEW 11 room, 5 BR, 4-1/2 bath C/H Colonial
under construction by Elegant Homes. 2-story entry foyer;
Formal LR; Grand FDR; Center island EIK w/bfast nook
open to FR w/fplc. MBR with private spa bath & walk-in
closet; convenient 2nd floor laundry; finished 3rd floor w/
5th BR & full bath; hardwood flooring; finished bsm't w/
Rec Room + full bath; 2 car rear entrance garage. Exquisite
trim & molding.

151 Wild Hedge Lane, Mountainside $1,500,000
1 of 2 Fabulous NEW 5 BR, 4-1/2 bath customized 4,000
sq.ft. homes to be built by Elegant Homes on a 1.1 acre lot
on serene, private lane. Grand 2 story entry Foyer, Formal
LR; Library/Conservatory; FDR w/Butler's Pantry; Center
Island EIK open to FR, 1st floor Laundry & BR w/ full
bath. Fabulous MBR Suite w/Sitting Rm.& private spa-like
Bath. Elegant millwork, 2 gas fplcs., hardwood floors,
Intercom & Central Vacuum; walk-up attic, 3 car garage
& more!. Plans available for review; modifications still able
to be made! (Rendering for display only).

153 Wild Hedge Lane, Mountainside $1,500,000
1 of 2 Fantastic NEW 4 BR, 4-1/2 bath entirely
customized homes to be built by Elegant Homes on 1.1
acre lot on  serene, private lane.  2 story entry foyer;
Formal LR,  FDR w/Butler's Pantry; Center Island EIK
open to FR;  1st floor Laundry.  MBR suite w/Sitting
Rm. & private spa-like bath  Elegant millwork, fplc,
hardwood floors, Intercom & Central Vacuum; walk-up
attic, finished bsm't w/full bath; 2 car garage &  more!
Plans available for review; modifications still able to be
made! (Rendering for display only).

Call The Criminal Defense Lawyers at

The Bramnick Law Firm

We Have Three Former Prosecutors

908-322-7000

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

www.jonbramnick.com

                DWI Charges?


