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BONACUM NETS 17, 10 RBs; NOEL-BROOKS SCORES 10

Raider Cager Boys’ ‘D’ Chill
Highlanders, 38-35, in OT

By FRED LECONTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Free-throw proficiency, thievery
and dogged defense catapulted the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
boys’ basketball team past the Gover-
nor Livingston Highlanders, 38-35 in
Berkeley Heights on January 17.

“We played great defensive. You
have those nights where you just
can’t put the ball in the basket but we
say, ‘If you play defense every night;
it doesn’t matter’, you play hard and
they did. As much as it is easier for
me to say, ‘okay guys, you missed a
lot of those shots,’ kids those age will
put their heads down. These kids
kept their heads up, kept on fighting
and eventually we hit a foul shot at
the end and a couple of big shots.
They just played as a team, so it was
a nice win,” said Raider Head Coach
Dan Doherty.

The 6-6 Raiders totaled 10 steals.
Senior forward Tom Bonacum led
the Raiders offensively with 19
points, including two 3-pointers,
snagged 10 rebounds and blocked

four shots. He was the chief thief
with four steals. Xavier Noel-Brooks
netted 11 points, led the team in as-
sists with six and swiped three bas-
ketballs. Senior guard Andrew
Voysest scored five points, and had
four rebounds and four assists.
Quaryee Bull finished with three
points, one rebound and one assist.
Senior Kevin Raszka netted two
points and one steal.

Cameron DeFronzo led the 3-8
Highlanders with 19 points, and Ron
Jordan scored three points. Jensco
Butler, Victor Candelord and Chris
Marzo combined for six points.

Both teams could not buy a bucket
in the first quarter and each finished
with eight points. Noel-Brooks hit a
pair of jumpers, Bonacum connected
from down town, and Bull contributed
a point. All of the Highlander points
came as a result of fine assists with
DeFronzo scoring all eight points.

The second quarter was another
seesaw battle as both of the teams’
hands remained ice cold, but the Raid-
ers won the quarter, 8-7, to carry a 16-

15 lead into the third quarter.
The Raiders’ dogged defense con-

tinued in the second half and dimmed
GL’s success on the perimeter. In the
meantime, Bonacum banged a 3-
pointer, Noel-Brooks and Voysest
combined for four points, but the
Highlanders won the third quarter, 9-
7. By the end of regulation, the Raid-
ers knotted the score, 33-33.

In the overtime period, the Raiders
created numerous acts of thievery,
and limited GL to just two points.
Bonacum rolled in three points from
the stripe and Noel-Brooks sparked a
two-point lay-up.

“GL is one of the best defensive
teams we played. They held
Plainfield, one of the best teams in
the county to 41 points and only lost
by two. It was a close game the whole
way. I don’t think it went over four
points; that’s the type of game we
always play with GL. The biggest
thing is switching offense and de-
fense. We went from two-three to
man, two-three to trapping, two-three

BELL, MARK’, KESS’, WEISS, JASMAR, BEIRNE PIN

Cranford Cougars Emerge,
Stop Raider Matmen, 42-25

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

James Dwyer, Corey Markovitch,
Rob Kessler and Jeff Weiss reaped
maximum bonus points in the heavier
weights, as the Cranford High School
wrestling team toppled host Scotch
Plains-Fanwood, 42-25, on January
16.

“The county is pretty crazy right
now. Everybody is beating up on
everybody. We knew that we matched
up really well down low and they
matched up really well with us on
top. We figured, if my kids weather
the storm until we get up to heavy-
weight, we should be alright,” Raider
Head Coach TJ Gavor said.

The first bout of the evening at
160-lbs, however, was a pleasant sur-
prise for the Raiders. Trailing 11-2 in
the third period, Cory Bell pulled off
a snap-and-go spin takedown then
pancaked Matt DiMartino opponent
in 3:38.

“This is my first varsity match so I
had to do what I had to do and push
myself to the next level. I was trying
to Gable him the whole time but
couldn’t get him off because he was
strong, so I had to snap his neck and
did so with a half, then turned him

over for the pin,” said Bell.
At 170-lbs., Dwyer’s speed and

agility led to a 6-2, decision over
Matt Ridge.

“I wrestle 160 but bumped up; my
opponent had some weight on me, so
I had to work around that. I had to
turn to my speed more efficiently,
and that is exactly what my game
plan was. Did not want to muscle the
kid, tried to take shots more and it
worked out pretty well,” said Dwyer.

At 182-lbs, Markovitch recorded a
4:32 fall over Alex Mirabella using a
half nelson.

“I knew that I had to get team
points, so I worked my high crotch,
tilted him a few times and pretty
much worked for the six. Finally, I
got him with a low single, on top, hit
him with a tight waist, chopped him
to get some backs and finally worked
the half,” said Markovitch.

At 195-lb. Kessler put Dan Van
Brunt to his back with a half nelson to
record a fall in 0:57.

“I wanted to be dominant, wanted
to push the pace and use my high-
crotch. I had a little bit of a scramble
when I went to my back. He went on
top of me but I bounced back, worked
a tight waste and ankle and then

worked a half so he would go to his
back,” said Kessler.

Weiss pried Alex Peterson to his
back in 0:45 at 220-lbs. With the
team score, 6-21, the pressure was on
Raider Anthony Tufaro in his heavy-
weight bout with Jon ElKhoury.
Tufaro amassed an 8-0 lead in the
first period before securing a 9-1,
major decision.

“The first period, I believe I hit an
H2 for the takedown, three point- five
point move. I wanted to break him
physically and mentally whereby he
did not want to wrestle. I hit him as
quickly as possible and tried to stick
him there for six, but I ended up not
getting it. Second and third period, I
ran out of time and didn’t get it done,”
said Tufaro.

Jasmar Phillippe grounded Cou-
gar Chase Gunther to the mat in 0:36
at 106-lbs.

“The match was quick. I knew I
just hit a Gable like I wanted to; got
him down and pinned him and that’s
all that’s to it,” said Phillippe who
lifted his record to 7-1.

Raider JT Bierne dropped Nick
Scaramuzzi to his back in 0:34 at
113-lbs using a wrist and a half to put
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COLONIAL

WESTFIELD. This completely remodeled Colonial offers 3
Bedrooms and 2.1 Baths. The Eat-In-Kitchen has stainless steel
appliances, granite countertops and a marble subway tile backsplash.
A master bath, foyer, finished basement, professional landscape,
laundry room and attached garage complete this lovely home.
Additional features include central air, hardwood floors, moldings,
and recessed lighting. $675,000.

Nancy
Kronheimer

CAPE COD

CRANFORD. Charming renovated Cape in the Indian Village
section sparkles with an updated kitchen, hardwood floors, CAC,
replacement windows and more. This home features 4 Bedroom, plenty
of storage and a back sun porch that overlooks the pretty backyard with
mature plantings and perennial gardens. Conveniently located near
Mohawk Park and playground with schools, shopping and transportation
close by. Make this well-loved home yours today! $329,000.

Brendan
Keegel

COLONIAL

SCOTCH PLAINS. This pristine 4 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath Colonial
is absolute perfection. Eat In Kitchen, Formal Dining Room, Family
Room with wood burning fireplace, partially finished basement
with den, laundry and utility rooms, Underground Lawn Sprinkler,
Privacy Fence, Central Air, 2 car attached garage, nestled on a quiet
cul-de-sac. $579,000.

Associate of the Month

Sonia
Rivera Hooey

Peter Lisciotto
Top Sales and Top Dollar Volume

for the Month of December

Vivian
Cortese-Strano

CUSTOM HOME

SCOTCH PLAINS. Dramatic 2-story entrance foyer and versatile
floor plan. This home boasts an impeccable gourmet kit w/center island
that seats ten, cherry hard-wood flooring, 17 skylights, vaulted ceilings,
4 fireplaces, and a luxurious master suite w/balcony. A hidden backyard
oasis includes an IG pool surrounded by a stone water fall w/built-in
slide; gorgeous custom-crafted stone barbeque, and stone patio. This yd
also has a full batting cage for your baseball enthusiasts. $1,450,000.

Nadine
Allen

COLONIAL

CRANFORD. A Colonial Gem with 4-5 Bedrooms and 2.5 Baths. Enjoy
Old World Charm and modern convenience. Updated EIK has quartz
counters and convenient butler’s pantry. Spacious LR has WBF flanked by
built-ins and stained glass windows. Gracious large FDR. Sunny FR with
closet is located near the half bath and offers flexible space as a 5th BR. MBR
has huge closet and bath with sky-lite. Detached garage and lovely grounds.
This wonderful home in move in condition is a must see. $469,000.

Peter
Lisciotto
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Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
KEEPING CLOSE TABS ON A HIGHLANDER…Raider Devin Glover, right, keeps close tabs on Highlander Pat
Mahoney, No. 3. The Raiders defeated the Highlanders, 38-35, in overtime.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ARCHING FOR THE PIN…Raider JT Beirne arches his back and pins Cougar Nick Scaramuzzi in 34 seconds at 113-lbs.
The Cougars defeated the Raiders, 42-25.


