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Letters to
the Editor

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Rush Holt (D)
50 Washington Rd., West Windsor, N.J. 08550
(609) 750-9365
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Linda Carter, chair
lcarter@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Scree – A pebble; a stone
2. Walm – To bubble or boil
3. Seck – Barren; unprofitable
4. Whelk – A pimple

TOISON
1. An enzyme that assists a bee in

making honey
2. The treasurer of a monastery
3. The fleece of sheep
4. Alcohol poisoning

ICONOCLASM
1. The act of breaking or destroying

images
2. An illustration for a book
3. An intestinal infestation causing

severe cramping and associated spasms
4. Humiliation; shame; falling from

grace
CATALLACTICS

1. In anatomy, the study of involuntary
muscle contractions

2. In political economy, the science of
commercial exchanges

3. The study of the mammary gland
and its milk-producing secretions

4. Belief in a singular divinity or cre-
ator

ACROTISM
1. Having little to no sense of smell
2. Absence or imperceptability of the

pulse beat
3. An abnormal fear of falling
4. Widespread epidemic of catastrophic

proportions

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Government... Like Fire, It Is a
Dangerous Servant, Fearful Master
What we call the Presidents’ Day holiday is really

not that.  It’s actually the holiday celebrating George
Washington’s birth in 1732, according to the United
States Office of Personnel Man-
agement. Granted too, there’s some
argument about what calendar was
in use during that time. Although
it’s popularly thought that Presi-
dents’ Day is the combination of
Washington’s and Lincoln’s birth-
day, Lincoln’s birthday on Febru-
ary 12, 1809 never became a fed-
eral holiday; but it did become a
legal holiday in several states, such
as New Jersey.

In 1968, legislation moved sev-
eral federal holidays. Washington’s
Birthday holiday of February 22
was moved to the third Monday in
February each year. Since taking
effect in 1971, it was intended to
simplify the calendar and give gov-
ernment workers three-day week-
ends.

The fact that there are three-day
weekends now seems the impor-
tant feature of most holidays today
— such as Presidents’ Day, Me-
morial Day and Labor Day. Could
it be that because we forgot the real
reasons for the holidays that we are
in the mess that we are today?

One could question the signifi-
cance of a general who hardly won
a battle, except for his last one – or
a statesman who hardly won an
election, except for his last one.

George Washington was the great
general with few victories. He’s
called the “Father of Our Country”
and most of us know that he was the first President
of the United States.

Abraham Lincoln was the great statesman that

hardly won an election. Considered one of the
greatest, he was the 16th President of the United
States and was assassinated in office at the start of

his second term in 1865.
Which of the two above said

“Associate yourself with men of
good quality if you esteem your
own reputation; for ’tis better to be
alone than in bad company?” or
“Government is not reason. Gov-
ernment is not eloquence. It is
force. And, like fire, it is a danger-
ous servant and a fearful master?”

These are quotes of George
Washington.

And then you would know that
Abraham Lincoln said at
Gettysburg: “that we here highly
resolve that these dead shall not
have died in vain — that this na-
tion, under God, shall have a new
birth of freedom — and that gov-
ernment of the people, by the
people, for the people, shall not
perish from the earth.”

His quote inscribed on one wall
of the Lincoln Memorial in Wash-
ington, D.C. is, “With malice to-
ward none; with charity for all;
with firmness in the right, as God
gives us to see the right, let us
strive on to finish the work we are
in; to bind up the nation’s
wounds....”

We think it is important for our
children to know of these great
men of perilous times, of their
character and sacrifice, of their
contribution to country and man-
kind.

Also, it’s way past time for all countrymen, adults,
elected officials – you and I – to live by our deeds
with the honor and character of these great men.

Fanwood Tiny Tim Fund Thanks
Carol Night Participants

Children Reminded All
Dreams Are Possible
Today (Monday) is a day for all

Americans to come together and cel-
ebrate the lasting memory of a leader
who preached equality and peace.
Any child who watched the
President’s Inauguration was re-
minded that in our great nation, all
dreams are possible. That is the es-
sence of Dr. King’s hope.

Jon Bramnick
Assembly Republican Leader

Westfield

Grassroots Movement Forms
To Address Gun Violence

Applicant Follows Up On Cranford
Board of Adj. Report In Leader

40th Anniversary of Roe v. Wade
Is Time of Alarm for Feminist

On December 15, 2012, a group of
people from Westfield and surround-
ing communities gathered in
Mindowaskin Park at a candlelight
vigil in memory of the victims of the
Newtown, Conn. massacre. Another
group, slightly larger in scope, met a
week later to commemorate the one-
week anniversary of this horrific
event. From these two small gather-
ings, a determined, non-partisan,
statewide grassroots movement has
sprung up – New Jersey Residents
for Action.

On Thursday night, January 17, an
overflow crowd gathered at the home
of the group’s president, Karen Egert
of Westfield. The organization’s mis-
sion is to achieve meaningful legisla-
tion on gun safety, including a fed-
eral ban on the sale of assault weap-
ons and high capacity magazines,

universal background checks and
more stringent punishment of viola-
tors of gun laws.

We will be having an important
town hall meeting with Rep. Leonard
Lance in the near future, where con-
stituents will have the opportunity to
hear Rep. Lance’s position on the
issue and share with him the conster-
nation we all feel on the continuing
onslaught of gun-related violence.

Please go to our website,
njresidentsforaction.com, to sign our
online petition to New Jersey’s Con-
gressional members. Doing so will
enable you to express your outrage to
our representatives, and please make
sure to attend the town hall meeting
we hope to schedule in the very near
future.

Bill Gottdenker
Mountainside

The members of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Tiny Tim Fund want to
thank all those who participated in
the annual Carol Night fundraising
event on December 6, 2012. Thanks
to the involvement of many parents
and children from our community,
this was a particularly successful
fundraising event. Special thanks are
extended to Tom Britt, proprietor of
the Stage House Inn and Tavern on
Park Avenue, in Scotch Plains, who
graciously invited us to use the res-
taurant to greet returning carolers.
He and his staff provided delicious
refreshments and arranged for the
children to sing throughout the res-
taurant to the delight of many pa-

trons.
The Tiny Tim Fund is a non-profit

organization for children in Fanwood
and Scotch Plains who are in need of
financial assistance for medical care.
The organization was established in
1983 and is run by a volunteer Board
of Trustees comprised of residents
from Fanwood and Scotch Plains with
diverse backgrounds in fields such as
education, medicine, religion, social
work and business. Requests for as-
sistance may be made by writing to:
The Tiny Tim Fund, Inc. P.O. Box
181, Fanwood, N.J. 07076.

Barbara Anilo, President
Fanwood

In the January 17, 2013 edition of
The Westfield Leader, there were four
errors made in the article, “Cranford
Board OKs Rebuilding of Fire Rav-
aged Home.”

1) The new home will be 37’-6 1/
2'’ high.

2) Ms. Lazar pointed out how im-
portant this space was due to the
small footprint of the home, not be-
cause of the lot size. (The lot is actu-
ally over sized).

3) The first-story rear addition will
have a laundry room, not a bathroom.
But most importantly, 4) There was
very much thought given to the look
of the exterior of this house and very

much time was spent during the meet-
ing addressing the look and character
of the neighborhood.

The Cranford Board of Adjustment
takes great pains to rule on the appro-
priate use of the property and to en-
sure that when a variance is pro-
posed, the character of the neighbor-
hood is maintained and the effect on
the surrounding properties is mini-
mized. I greatly appreciate these cor-
rections being mentioned, especially
since this was a meeting of public
record.

Hildie Lazar
Westfield

To lifelong feminists like myself, the
40th anniversary of Roe v. Wade should
be a time of celebration, but instead it is
a time of alarm. The answer to the
abortion question may be different for
each woman, but each woman should
make that decision for herself. The Su-
preme Court issued its opinion in 1973
that a right to privacy under the due
process clause of the 14th Amendment
extended to a woman’s decision to have
an abortion. This should have brought
the debate to an end. The highest court
in the land had decided that a woman
has the right to plan her family on her
own terms and in her own time and it is
solely her business.

According to a 2012 Gallup poll, 77
percent of Americans think abortion
should be legal in some or all circum-
stances. Yet, a radicalized House of
Representatives, spurred on by the reli-
gious right, is working to curtail repro-
ductive rights and state governments
are aggressively dismantling family
planning programs on which millions
of women depend. Republicans are nib-
bling at the edges of the life preserver
that Roe created and soon women will
fall through the hole in the middle.

Many states are passing laws to cir-
cumvent Roe. In 2011, state legisla-
tures enacted 92 provisions restricting
access to abortion services and this
trend continued throughout 2012. For
example, in Texas, the state from which
the Roe case originated, the law now
requires women to submit to an ultra-
sound 24 hours before the procedure.
Therefore, the woman must make two
trips to the clinic and must listen to the
doctor verbally describe the fetus. Be-
sides the obvious psychological cru-
elty, this creates practical problems for
women. If they are working, they have
to take time off twice. If they are caring
for children they already have, this may
require the expense of a babysitter twice.

Other egregious examples include in
Mississippi where there is only one
clinic left in the entire state that per-
forms abortions and under a new law
doctors who work at the clinic must
have admitting privileges at a local hos-
pital. No hospital in Jackson, where the
clinic is located, is willing to grant the
doctors these privileges. Last year in

Virginia, a law was enacted that re-
quires abortion clinics to meet the same
building, parking and record-keeping
requirements as hospitals. Tactics such
as these, which strive to shutdown abor-
tion clinics by piling on regulations and
making staff jump through hoops, are
limiting women’s constitutional rights.

Here, in New Jersey, in 2010, Gover-
nor Christie cut $7.5 million from the
state’s budget for 58 family-planning
centers in New Jersey. This was an
ideological decision not a funding deci-
sion. But, by cutting funding for family
planning, including birth control, the
Governor probably raised the number
of unintended pregnancies and, hence,
abortions. Surely, not what the Gover-
nor intended. As we begin a new budget
cycle this spring the Governor and Leg-
islature must restore this funding.

The good news is that President
Obama was re-elected and that the land-
mark Roe decision will probably be
safe for the next four years and funding
for organizations such as Planned Par-
enthood, which Mitt Romney singled
out for defunding, will be there for
women, men and teens who need their
services. In addition, voters heard the
disturbing comments by candidates such
as Todd Akin and Richard Mourdock
and went to the polls to make sure that
these conservative extremists were not
put in positions of power.

For now, the wisdom of Roe prevails.
A just and free society gives women the
tools they need to plan how many chil-
dren they have and when they have
them. Legislatures and Governors
should be spending their time helping
women with the children they have
instead of insisting they give birth to
unwanted children that they cannot sup-
port emotionally or financially or both.
Only the woman knows her private cir-
cumstances. To quote Dr. Jocelyn El-
ders, former U.S. Surgeon General, “We
really need to get over this love affair
with the fetus and start worrying about
children.”

Ann Ormsby-Cary
Westfield

Editor’s Note: Ms. Cary is to debut
her novel, “The Recovery Room” in
July.

We Must Recommit To
King’s Principles

Today (Monday), As we celebrate
the second inauguration of President
Barack Obama, we also reflect on the
life of Martin Luther King, Jr. It was
King’s dream and his life’s work that
made the elections of 2008 and 2012
possible. We recognize that electing
and re-electing our nation’s first Af-
rican-American president is not the
fulfillment King’s dream, but is an-
other step in our long march toward
equality for all.

On this day, we all must recommit
ourselves to embodying the principles
King held so dear. The best way to
honor King’s memory isn’t through
word, but through deed. We must
continue to work to ensure that every
person - black or white, woman or
man, gay or straight - is treated with
respect and dignity throughout our
United States.

Asm. John Wisniewski
Chair, NJ Democratic State Comm.

Rep. Rush Holt, Welcome to
Scotch Plains and Fanwood

With the swearing in of the 113th Congress, resi-
dents of Scotch Plains and Fanwood have a
new Congressman in Rep. Rush Holt (D),
who represents New Jersey’s 12th Con-
gressional District. We welcome Rep. Holt
to Union County and look forward to hear-
ing from him and his staff on the important
work before Congress.

Following redistricting, New Jersey lost
one of its 13 seats in the House of Represen-
tatives. With the exception of a small sec-
tion of Scotch Plains of about 1,000 resi-
dents, constituents in these two towns moved from
the 7th to the 12th District.

For this newspaper, covering two congressional
districts represented by Congressmen of both politi-
cal parties provides the opportunity to present differ-
ing views on the issues of the day from the national

deficit to health care to gun control. We ask Rep.
Holt and Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th), whose
7th district includes Clark, Cranford,
Mountainside and Westfield, to submit col-
umns with their views. We extend an offer to
Congressman Holt to come to our offices to
discuss his initiatives as Rep. Lance and
former Reps. Michael Ferguson and Bob
Franks have done over the years. We believe
this is an important dialogue for our readers.
Past interviews are in the video library at
www.goleader.com.

We encourage residents to write to their represen-
tatives in Washington, D.C. and Trenton and to copy
this newspaper so that our readers will be better
informed.

The addresses of your elected officials are pub-
lished on this page.

Rep. Rush Holt

JERSEY’S CHRISTIE
AND FLACCO ARE

FIGHTING BLUE HENS


