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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton'sN.J. Senate Panel OKs Bills
For Low Emission Vehicles

TRENTON – Senate Democrats
have announced that two bills that
would jumpstart the sale of zero- and
low-emission vehicles in New Jer-
sey, reducing the state’s reliance on
foreign oil and improving the state’s
air quality have been approved by the
Senate Environment and Energy
Committee.

The first bill, S-980, would require
that the Department of Transporta-
tion (DOT), when financing projects
from the Transportation Trust Fund,
examine and promote the develop-
ment of electric vehicle charging sta-
tions and other sources for supplying
electricity to charge electric vehicles
– such as battery switching stations.

According to the U.S. Department
of Energy, as of August 31, 2012,
New Jersey ranks 26th in the nation
in the number of both public and
private alternative-fuel pumps in-
stalled, with 48 public electric charg-
ing stations and five public com-
pressed natural gas stations.

The second bill, S-2193, would
encourage consumers through tax in-
centives to buy low-emission ve-
hicles. The bill would exempt clean
cars, such as plug-in hybrid and com-
pressed and liquefied natural gas ve-
hicles, which currently are imposed a

7 percent sales tax, from half of the
sales tax, making consumers respon-
sible for only a 3.5 percent tax on
these products. Currently, only zero-
emission vehicles, such as all-elec-
tric cars, are exempt from sales and
use taxes in New Jersey.

The bill would also eliminate the sales
tax on equipment to recharge electric
vehicles or refuel natural gas vehicles.

In 2004, the state enacted the Clean
Car Program requiring the state to
adopt the California low emission ve-
hicle program. The federal Clean Air
Act allowed for states to comply with
either their regulatory emission stan-
dards or to use California’s more strin-
gent standards. The California pro-
gram sets average emission standards
on fleets of cars sold by each car
manufacturer in the state. The provi-
sions of the program include a per-
centage of sales from low- and zero-
emission vehicles in the marketplace
that will continue to increase yearly.

There are currently 12 states, be-
sides New Jersey and California,
which have adopted the California
Low Emission Vehicle program.

Both S-980 and S-2193 were ap-
proved with votes of 5-0. They now
head to the Senate Budget and Appro-
priations Committee for further review.

Holt Calls for Action on Assault
Weapons Ban, Magazine Reduction

WASHINGTON, D.C. – U.S. Rep.
Rush Holt (D-12th) said he is sup-
portive of President Barack Obama’s
new executive orders and policy rec-
ommendations to reduce gun vio-
lence announced last week.

“For decades, too many in Wash-
ington have stood inactive as our
schoolchildren and moviegoers and
worshippers and police officers and
so many others have been gunned
down. This shameful, tragic inac-
tion must end. President Obama has
acted quickly and intelligently to
identify steps that he can take on his
own to reduce gun violence. But he
is right to say that real progress will
require Congress to act,” Rep. Holt
said.

He said Congress “must enact a
permanent ban on military-style as-
sault weapons,” saying semi-auto-
matic weapons and high-capacity
magazines “have no legitimate use
whatsoever outside of police and mili-
tary forces.”

“These military-style assault
weapons are useful only to crimi-
nals who wish to commit mass mur-
der, and they should be banned once
and for all,” the Congressman said.
“We must also make sensible invest-
ments in strengthening mental health
care. To be clear, the NRA (National
Rifle Association) lobbyists who
claim that this step alone is suffi-
cient to rein in gun violence are self-
serving and wrong-headed.” He said
better access to mental health care
“will likely play only a modest role
in preventing gun murders, but could
play a critical role in preventing gun
suicides.”

Rep. Holt also said Congress must
“invest in placing trained school re-
source officers in every school in
America, and I plan to introduce leg-
islation in the weeks ahead to help
make that possible.”

Rep. Holt’s 12th District includes
Fanwood and most of Scoth Plains.

Houses Passes Sandy Bill;
Awaits Senate Action

The House of Representatives last
week passed the Hurricane Sandy
Disaster Relief Act by a vote of 241-
180, with all of New Jersey’s 12 house
members voting in favor the legisla-
tion.

The bill passed in two votes; the
first $17 billion for transit and relief
and the remaining $33 billion for
long-term projects. Only 49 Republi-
cans supported the bill with 192
Democrats voting in favor. Only one
Democrat voted against the legisla-
tion.

Rep. Mick Mulvaney (R-S.C.), a
member of the House Tea Party Cau-
cus, sponsored an amendment to the
bill that would have required that
defense and domestic programs be
cut $17 billion to pay for the first part
of the aid package. That effort failed
by a tally of 258-162.

Dems Looking at Codey
To Challenge Christie

As Democrats look for a candidate
with statewide appeal to challenge Re-
publican Governor Chris Christie in
November, state Senator Dick Codey
(D-27, Verona), the former senate presi-
dent who took over governorship for
14 months following Governor James
McGreevey’s resignation in 2004, is
being eyed as a possible candidate.

So far Senator Barbara Buono (D-
18, Metuchen) is the only Democrat to
have officially filed a candidacy. New-
ark Mayor Cory Booker opted to run
instead focusing on the a possible run
for the U.S. Senate in 2014. Rep. Bill
Pascrell (D-8th) has also decided not to
run for governor.
Christie Forgoes Matching Funds

For Primary Election
Governor Chris Christie is forgoing

public matching funds for the Repub-
lican primary for governor this year.

“In response to Governor Christie’s
decisive leadership and clear record of
historic, bipartisan reform, we’ve seen
an unprecedented level of financial
support from donors across all 21 coun-
ties in New Jersey,” said Bill Palatucci,
a longtime advisor to Gov. Christie.

Governor Christie raised $2.3 mil-
lion through December and had about
$2 million cash on hand, The Wall
Street Journal reported. Had he ac-
cepted matching funds, the Governor
would have been limited to spending
$5 million, but he can choose to ac-
cept matching funds in the General
Election in November.

Buono Rips Christie Over
Unemployment Numbers

New Jersey Democratic guberna-
torial candidate, Senator Barbara
Buono (D-18, Metuchen) has ham-
mered Governor Chris Christie for
his claims that New Jersey is “doing
quite well” because the state unem-
ployment rate is 9.6 percent.

“In December of last year, the
national unemployment average
was 7.8 percent while New Jersey’s
average was 9.6 percent. In De-
cember of 2011 the national un-

employment average was 8.5 per-
cent and New Jersey’s was 9.1 per-
cent, according to a press release
from Sen. Buono. “The Governor’s
claim that we are doing ‘quite well’
because we have an unemployment
rate of 9.6 percent is simply dis-
graceful.”

Superintendent, Ex Bd. Pres.
Must Repay Dist. for Lawsuit
Elizabeth School Superintendent

Pablo Munoz and former Board of
Education President Rafael Fajardo
must reimburse the district $63,622 for
a lawsuit filed on their behalf six years
ago, a state appeals court has ruled,
according to a Star-Ledger report.

Michael Stein, the lawyer repre-
senting Mr. Munoz and Mr. Fajardo,
disagreed with the decision and is
urging his clients to appeal to the state
Supreme Court, saying his clients
should not have to repay the district in
that they had acted on the advice of
board attorneys. The board filed a
lawsuit in 2006 claiming unknown
defendants had distributed a pamphlet
that slandered Mr. Fajardo and Mr.
Munoz, and that another campaign
flier distributed in June that impugned
Mr. Fajardo and the board.

“The board action was never prop-
erly authorized,” the judges ruled,
according to Ledger report. “Munoz
and Fajardo received, albeit indirectly,
the benefit of district funds to pursue
a suit they would not have otherwise
pursued.”

State Police Staffer Charged
With Theft by Deception

Attorney General Jeffrey Chiesa
announced that Marcella Friedman,
49, of Oaklyn, N.J., a State Police
communications systems technician
currently out on leave, has been
charged with third-degree theft by
deception for posing as an inspector
to coerce two men from South Caro-
lina into giving her one of the genera-
tors they were selling at a roadside
location in Burlington County after
Hurricane Sandy.

It is alleged that on October 31,
2012, Ms. Friedman falsely repre-
sented that she had authority to regu-
late vendors and shut down those
without a permit.  She allegedly threat-
ened to fine the men and confiscate
their merchandise, but would allow
them to continue selling generators if
they gave her a generator  for free.

Mr. Chiesa said the men gave Ms.
Friedman an 8,500-watt generator,
which she alledgedly gave to a rela-
tive, who then sold it to an unknow-
ing third party. She faces three to five
years in state prison and a fine of up
to $15,000 if convicted.

Wall Calendars Honor Former
State Legislators From County

COUNTY – Union County Clerk
Joanne Rajoppi is offering free 2013
wall calendars that honor former State
Senators and Assembly members
from Union County and includes
important dates of concern to voters
and candidates for office in this year’s
gubernatorial, legislative, county and
local elections.

“Union County – which was part
of Essex County until 1857 – is a
Who’s Who of historically signifi-
cant individuals,” Ms. Rajoppi said.
“It is my hope that this 2013 calen-
dar, with its vintage photographs of
state legislators, honors the men and
women who served the people of
Union County so well for the past six

decades.”
Since 2013 is a gubernatorial and

legislative election year that also will
have elections for county, municipal
and school offices, the calendar high-
lights many important dates relating
to voter registration, mail-in ballots,
candidate petition deadlines, primary
elections, campaign finance reports,
and general election ballot deadlines.

To obtain one of the free 2013 Elec-
tion Year calendars, visit the Union
County Clerk’s website at
www.ucnj.org/government/county-
clerk where order forms are available.
For general information about elec-
tions, please contact the County Clerk’s
Election Office at (908) 527-4996.

“I make life a little easier”
Elizabeth Marasco 908-906-0604   liz@errandsnchores.net

♥ Do you need someone to drop-off or pick-up at the 
pharmacy, post office, dry cleaner, etc.?

♥ Want someone to shop, do laundry or prepare a light 
meal?

♥ Recovering from surgery/illness and need a helping 
hand?

♥ Need someone to stop in regularly to check on your 
safety, take casual walks or help with reading your mail?

♥ Need a trustworthy house sitter or someone to check on 
your house, bring in your mail/papers or water your 
plants while you’re away?

♥  I also file paperwork; wait for deliveries/repairmen; clear
clutter or just help with tasks.

~n~

LLC

Errands

Chores

Hours: Monday-Saturday 10:00-6:00 • Sunday 1-5 • Closed Wednesday
20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069 • valleyfurnitureshop.com • (908) 756 - 7623 

Stickley • Henkel Harris • Harden • Kindel • Karges • E.J.Victor • Hancock & Moore • DR Dimes and More

Valley Furniture Shop

THE GREAT $6,000,000

STORE CLOSING SALE

BANCROFT
SUGG. SALE 

TWIN EA. PC. 320 $113399
FULL EA. PC. 480 $223399

CRYSTAL
SUGG. SALE

TWIN EA.PC. 490 $225599
FULL EA.PC. 670 $334499
QUEEN SET 1390 $699
KING SET 2310 $1199

JADE
SUGG. SALE

TWIN EA.PC. 670 $334499
FULL EA.PC. 850 $444499
QUEEN SET 1800 $994499
KING SET 2880 $11554499

SATURN*
SUGG. SALE

TWIN EA.PC. 1630 $888844
FULL EA.PC. 1970 $11006699 
QUEEN SET 4300 $22335599
KING SET 6140 $33332299

SUGG. SALE
TWIN EA.PC. 1630 $888844
FULL EA.PC. 1970 $11006699 
QUEEN SET 4300 $22335599
KING SET 6140 $33332299

FIND STOREWIDE SAVINGS ON OUR ENTIRE INVENTORY NOW!

SSPPEECCIIAALLSSPPEECCIIAALL SSPPEECCIIAALL
SSPPEECCIIAALL SSPPEECCIIAALL

Plus Additional Savings On Premium Sets*
$100 Off Queen & King Sets $50 Twin and Full Sets*

*On New Premium Sets

SAVE 45-55%
What an incredible opportunity 

to purchase the world's finest mattresses!-
Unparalleled comfort and quality 

have been the hallmarks of 
every Shifman mattress since 1893.

Handmade in the USA, these exquisite
mattresses feature natural cotton

upholstery and other luxurious fibers.
So, don't let this limited time

offer catch you napping.

PLUSH
COMFORT*

•• HHAANNDDCCRRAAFFTTEEDD QQUUAALLIITTYY

•• EEXXCCEEPPTTIIOONNAALL CCOOMMFFOORRTT

•• TTWWOO--SSIIDDEEDD MMAATTTTRREESSSSEESS

•• NNAATTUURRAALL MMAATTEERRIIAALLSS

FEMA OKs $1.5 Mil.
For Lavallette for Sandy

TRENTON – The Christie Ad-
ministration has announced that the
Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) has approved a
public assistance project for $1.5
million (with a $1.1 million FEMA
share) to reimburse the Borough of
Lavallette for emergency protective
measures performed as a result of
Hurricane Sandy.

Funding will cover emergency
costs incurred by police, public
works employees and electrical con-
tractors to protect and evacuate
members of the public. These ac-
tions included erecting and man-
ning barricades, clearing and re-
connecting downed power lines,
removing debris, and maintaining
and repairing water, sewer lines and
electrical lines.

Public Assistance is a cost-share
program that reimburses local and
county governments and certain non-
profit organizations for eligible di-
saster-related costs including emer-
gency protective measures, debris
removal and public infrastructure re-
pair or replacement costs. The pro-
gram is administered by the State of
New Jersey.

County to Hold Series for Seniors on
Applying for Assistance Programs

COUNTY – Union County has
announced that, through a series of
informative sessions beginning
Thursday, February 21, senior adults
will now be able to obtain help in
applying for a variety of federal, state
and local government assistance pro-
grams through their local library or
community center.

As part of the program, the Union
County Department of Human Ser-
vices and Division on Aging and
Disability Resource Connection
(ADRC), will help seniors apply for
programs including gas and electric
support (LIFE LINE), pharmaceuti-
cal assistance (PAAD), and, home
energy assistance (HEAP). There
will also be screening for Supple-
mental Security Income (SSI) eligi-
bility, and information about the
Senior Health Insurance Program
(SHIP).

Locally, assistance will be avail-
able on ·Tuesday, February 26, from
10 a.m. to noon at the Berkeley

Heights Public Library, 290
Plainfield Avenue; on Tuesday,
March 19, from 10 a.m. to noon at
the Cranford Community Center,
220 Walnut Street; and ·Wednesday,
March 20, from 3 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.
at the Clark Library, 303 Westfield
Avenue.

The Union County Division on
Aging is one of 670 nationwide “area
agencies on aging” established under
the federal Older Americans Act.
According to the 2010 U.S. Census,
12.7 percent of Union County’s
536,499 residents are over age 65.
With the exception of Elizabeth and
Plainfield, 19 of the County’s 21
municipalities have a population that
includes more than 11 percent of
their population in the “65 and older”
age bracket.

For further information, call 1-888-
280-8226 or visit www.ucnj.org.

Election Deadlines
COUNTY — Union County Clerk

Joanne Rajoppi has published a list
of upcoming deadlines for 2013 elec-
tions. They are as follows:

Monday, April 1: 4 p.m. filing dead-
line for nominating petitions for can-
didates for the June Primary Election.

Tuesday, May 14: Last day to regis-
ter to vote in the June Primary Election.

 Saturday, June 1: Special opening
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. of the Union
County Clerk’s Offices in Elizabeth
and Westfield to apply for Mail-In
Ballots for the Primary Election.

Tuesday, June 4; Primary Election,
6 a.m. to 8 p.m.; 4 p.m. petition filing
deadline for independent and school
board candidates for the General Elec-
tion.

Friday, August 16: Last day for
municipal and county governing bod-
ies to approve non-binding questions
for the November General Ballot.

Violence Would Be
A Crisis Under Bill

TRENTON – A hearing on a bill
sponsored by Senator Ray Lesniak
(D-20, Elizabeth), which would de-
clare violence as a “public health
crisis,” will be held before the Senate
Law and Public Safety Committee
this Monday, January 28. The meeting
will begin at 10:30 a.m.

Such a declaration would open up
the possibility of using funds from
the CDC to mitigate the crisis. The
bill would recommend expansion of
involuntary out-treatment commit-
ments and mental health courts to
treat mental health issues before they
erupt into violence and divert men-
tally ill offenders to court-mandated
treatment.


