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Renna Seeks to Squash
Subpoena by Prosecutor

COUNTY – The Union County
Watchdog Association (“UCWA”)
has filed a motuin to  stop a Union
County Prosecutor Office’s subpoena
seeking to query UCWA President
and blogger Tina Renna concerning
her investigative reporting regarding
county generators improperly being
used by county employees during
Hurricane Sandy.

The motion, filed by attorney Bruce
Rosen of McCusker, Anselmi, Rosen
and Carvelli, P.C., Florham Park,
seeks to provide Mrs. Renna the pro-
tection of the New Jersey
Newspersons’ Shield, N.J.S.A. 2A:
84A-21, which provides journalists
protection against questioning by law
enforcement.

The UCWA is a 501(c)3 organiza-
tion that monitors Union County
government and advocates for
change to eliminate waste, misman-
agement and corruption. Mrs. Renna
is one of several writers of a web
blog entitled “County Watchers”
featured at
www.countywatchers.com. County
Watchers, like the UCWA, is in the
business of disseminating news to
the general public regarding Union
County government and politics,
according to a press release published
on UCWA’s website.

On December 12, 2012, the County
Watchers blog published a post by
Mrs. Renna headlined “Generatorgate
– An exciting opportunity to shine a
light on our corrupted system of law
and order,” the subject was the Union

County Prosecutor’s office investiga-
tion into allegations that county em-
ployees took home generators during
the Hurricane Sandy emergency.

According to the press release, soon
after UCWA December 12 report, an
investigator for Union County Pros-
ecutor Theodore Romankow began
contacting Mrs. Renna and on Janu-
ary 4 she was served a subpoena at
her home to appear before a Union
County grand jury on January 11 to
“provide testimony regarding the in-
vestigation into the improper use of
county generators.”

 “This case is an important state-
ment that bloggers who are also in-
vestigative journalists deserve the
identical protection as journalists for
traditional media,” Mr. Rosen said.
“Anyone who has read the “County
Watchers” blog understands that al-
though it frequently has a point of
view, it has all the attributes of tradi-
tional news media, and is little differ-
ent than op-ed columnists on news
pages. As a matter of fact, there is
more actual reporting going on in
this website than in most small news-
papers.”

The motion is expected to be con-
sidered by a state Superior Court
judge in Elizabeth in coming days.

In an e-mail to The Westfield
Leader and The Times on January
17, Mrs. Renna said she did not
appear on January 11. “The hearing
is scheduled for 2 p.m. January 25 in
Judge (Karen) Cassidy’s court,” she
said.

Christie Forms Task Force
On Firearms, School Safety

TRENTON – Governor Chris
Christie last week announced the cre-
ation of a New Jersey SAFE Task Force
to be chaired by two former attorneys
general of New Jersey, a Democrat and
a Republican, with a membership of
individuals with expertise in the fields
of mental health diagnosis and treat-
ment, addiction services and treatment,
gun control and law enforcement, and
school safety.

“Violence in our society has never
been solely about firearms, and we
would miss an opportunity to better
prevent heinous crimes if we didn’t
look at the complete picture,” Gover-
nor Christie said. “If we are truly going
to take an honest and candid assess-
ment of violence and public safety, we
have to look more deeply at the under-
lying causes of many acts of violence.
That means removing the stigma and
evaluating issues of mental health, ad-
diction, prevention and treatment ser-
vices alongside the effectiveness of our
firearms laws, enforcement mecha-
nisms, and our school safety measures.

The task force will convene imme-
diately and will deliver a report con-
taining recommendations for the
Governor within 60 days.

The membership of the NJ SAFE
Task Force includes: Co-Chairmen,
former Associate Justice of the New
Jersey Supreme Court Peter  Verniero,
who served in Governor Christine
Whitman’s Administration as chief
of staff and attorney general, and
John Degnan, who served as attorney
general and chief counsel under Gov-
ernor Brendon Byrne.

Other members are: Manuel
Guantez, chief executive officer at
Turning Point, Inc., a alcohol and
drug addiction treatment organiza-
tion; James Romer, a mental health
professional who currently services
director at Monmouth Medical Cen-
ter; Evelyn Sullivan, managing di-
rector at Daytop Village of New Jer-
sey, a substance abuse treatment and
education program, and Brian
Zychowski, superintendent of North
Brunswick Township Public Schools
and former superintendent of Clark
Township Public Schools.

Senate Republican Leader Tom
Kean, Jr. (R-21, Westfield) said he
was “pleased” that Governor Christie
has chosen a “deliberative, informed
approach following the massacre at
Sandy Hook, Conn.”

“Before we act, we need informa-
tion so that New Jersey policymakers

and lawmakers can make similarly
educated decisions. The worst thing
the New Jersey Legislature can do is
act without doing our homework and
pretend we have all the answers,”
Sen. Kean said. “All of us, Republi-
cans and Democrats, want to ensure
that another Sandy Hook or Aurora
or Columbine never happens again.
That is why it is imperative that the
actions we take are impactful and
informed, rather than hastily con-
ceived in order to grab headlines.”

Asm. Speaker Sheila Oliver (D-
34, East Orange) said she was “glad
to see the governor finally paying
attention to this issue after New Jer-
sey saw its highest crime rate in-
crease since 2008.” “That increase
came amid the loss of 1,426 munici-
pal police officers, a 6 percent de-
crease that followed the governor’s
state aid cuts. But we do not need
more talk. We need action. When it
comes to mental health services, for
instance, the governor should find a
way to implement the outpatient in-
voluntary mental health treatment law
I sponsored... The Assembly will soon
be advancing a wide-ranging and re-
sponsible package touching upon gun
and ammunition safety, mental health
care, school security, gun trafficking
and other concerns.”

Muñoz Bill Expands Domestic
Violence Protection to Adopt. Parents

New Restrictions for
Handicap Placards

TRENTON – Legislation updating
state laws to prevent abuse and wrong-
ful issuance of disabled parking plac-
ards has been signed by Governor
Chris Christie. Under the new law,
applications by persons with disabili-
ties for identification cards and park-
ing placards would require a signed
verification by a physician, physicians
assistant, licensed chiropractor, or
nurse practitioner, of the applicant’s
disability. Placards would expire and
require renewal every three years, and
the fees to obtain persons with dis-
abilities identification cards and park-
ing placards would be waived.

Florida, Oregon, Pennsylvania,
Wisconsin, and California exercise
some or all of these
restrictions.“Every time someone
who is not disabled inappropriately
obtains or uses a placard, he or she
takes that parking space away from
someone truly in need,” said Senator
Diane Allen (R-7, Burlington), one
of the sponsors of the bill.
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Comptroller Finds Progress
In Followup of Turnpike Audit

TRENTON – A state comptroller
follow-up to its 2010 audit of the
New Jersey Turnpike Authority has
found the agency has instituted sig-
nificant cost-saving reforms in re-
sponse to the audit’s recommenda-
tions.

Comptroller Matthew Boxer’s
follow-up report found that Turn-
pike officials have made changes to
lower the cost of the authority’s
health insurance coverage, re-
formed the authority’s procurement
procedures and eliminated waste-
ful spending identified in the initial
OSC audit. In total, Turnpike offi-
cials thus far have implemented or
partially implemented 15 of the
audit’s 17 recommendations, the
comptroller  has found.

In its October 2010 audit, the
comptroller’s office identified nu-
merous examples of wasteful spend-
ing, including unjustified employee
bonuses, annual sick leave payouts
and an employee relations account
used to pay unnecessary costs such
as sponsoring an employee bowling
league.

According to the follow-up report,
the Turnpike Authority eliminated
those bonuses and sick leave payouts
for its management and non-union
employees while also modifying
multiple collective bargaining agree-
ments to eliminate the bonuses and
payouts for its toll collectors and toll
violation officers. The Authority is in

the process of negotiating new col-
lective bargaining agreements in
which it seeks to eliminate the bo-
nuses and payouts for its remaining
union employees as well. Turnpike
officials also ended the practice of
allocating public funds for its em-
ployee relations program.

Additionally, in responding to
the comptroller’s recommendation
to evaluate options for cheaper
health care coverage, the Turn-
pike  Author i ty  implemented
changes projected to save $3 mil-
lion to $5 million over a three-
year period.

“We’re pleased that the Turnpike
Authority has made significant
progress in implementing our rec-
ommendations,” State Comptroller
Matthew Boxer said. “While there is
more work to be done, Turnpike offi-
cials have made real improvements
to their operations that are leading to
cost savings and more efficient use of
public toll dollars.”

OSC conducts follow-up reviews
for each of its audits to ensure that its
recommendations are implemented.
All OSC reports are available on the
office’s website, www.nj.gov/comp-
troller.
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www.goleader.com

HAPPY 75TH BIRTHDAY…The Mountainside Rescue Squad held its 75th
anniversary and annual installation of officers’ dinner at L’Affaire Fine Catering
in Mountainside on January 12. A highlight of the evening was the squad
receiving the EMS Excellence Award from the New Jersey First Aid Council
given by Council President Howard Meyer. Pictured, from left to right, are:
Steven Susman, Ann Marie Pires, Corinne Moore, Mr. Meyer, Norma Huber,
Lori Rubino, Eric Pastore, Vickie Schmidt, Kelly Wanca and Chris Sileo.

Lance: House Panel to Exam Nexus
Between Mental Health, Gun Violence
WASHINGTON, D.C. – Rep.

Leonard Lance (R-7th) has an-
nounced that the House Energy and
Commerce Committee that he serves
on will take a lead role in the congres-
sional examination of a range of pro-
grams and issues, including mental
health, that have been raised in the
wake of the Newtown, Conn. mass
shooting that killed 26 including 20
first-graders in December.

“I am pleased that the Energy and
Commerce Committee will be taking
a leading role in a long-overdue ex-
amination into the potential nexus
between gun violence and mental
illness,” Rep. Lance said. “We must
craft a comprehensive, bipartisan re-
sponse to these recent senseless acts

of mass violence and am proud that
the Energy and Commerce Commit-
tee recognizes that a review of our
mental health policies must be part of
that response.”

The Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee announced it is expected to
hear from some of the nation’s leading
experts on mental health and illness
including those leading research ef-
forts in federal agencies as part of the
ongoing national dialogue on violence,
guns, and mental illness. He said the
committee “will begin a thorough ex-
amination into the current state of
federal mental health research pro-
grams and what role mental illness
played in the tragedies in Newtown,
Aurora, Tucson, and at Virginia Tech.”

GW Mayor Seeks
Volunteers for Openings

GARWOOD – At the start of each
year one of the duties that the Garwood
mayor has is to review the lists of
committee and board appointees. There
are over 60 positions. Vacancies are
created for any number of reasons and
without a sufficient number of mem-
bers some may cease to operate.

“Presently, I am seeking commu-
nity-oriented volunteers to fill open-
ings on the Public Celebrations
Committee and the Recreation
Commission,” reports Mayor
Patricia Quattrocchi. “No special
experience is required just a desire
to meet your fellow Garwood resi-
dents and help plan activities for
the community.”

The borough is also in the process of
creating a Citizens Emergency Re-
sponse Team (CERT) and is seeking
volunteers to serve in the event a natu-
ral or man-made crisis situation occurs
in the borough.

For more information,  contact the
mayor  at (908) 789-0710 or by e-
mail at pquattrocchi@garwood.org.

 TRENTON – Under legislation
sponsored by Assemblywoman
Nancy Muñoz (R-21, Summit) and
approved by the Assembly Judiciary
Committee, adoptive parents would
receive protection as domestic vio-
lence victims if the perpetrator were
a person who gave up parental rights
to the adopted child.

 “Domestic violence is a devastating
social problem that affects all popula-
tions, adopted children included who
come from all types of backgrounds and
homes, including those where abuse and
neglect are rampant,” Asw. Muñoz said.
“When people adopt children from such
homes, they run a great risk of being the
targets of acts of domestic violence them-
selves from those who relinquished their
parental rights. Surprisingly, the law of-
fers them little protection.

 “This legislation is a necessary ex-
pansion of the ‘Prevention of Domes-
tic Violence Act of 1991’ as it would
extend full protection from acts of
domestic violence to the parents of
adopted children. For the sake of those
parents who are abused or live under
the constant threat of such cowardly
violence, I strongly encourage my
colleagues on both sides of the aisle to
move this measure quickly to law.”

 The bill, A-781, would amend the
definition of “victim of domestic vio-
lence” in the “Prevention of Domes-
tic Violence Act of 1991” to include
any parent of an adopted child who
has been subjected to domestic vio-

lence by a person whose parental
rights towards the adopted child have
been terminated. It would permit a
parent of an adopted child to avail
himself or herself of the protections
afforded by the “Prevention of Do-
mestic Violence Act of 1991.”


