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WESTERN WALL...During a 10-day tour of Israel, Scotch Plains residents
catch up on hometown news in The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times at the
Western Wall in Jerusalem. Pictured, from left to right, are: top row,
Jonathan Zucker, Josh Zimmerman, Ellen Zimmerman, Randi Zucker, Irene
Katz and Jeff Atlas; bottom row, Kelly Zimmerman, Rachel Zucker, Alison
Zimmerman, Jeremy Zimmerman and Michael Zucker.

Megan K. Scott for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ANNUAL MARCH…Marchers walk down East Broad Street in Westfield to the
First Congregational Church on Elmer Street on Monday during the annual
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day march.

SOUNDS OF KLEZMER…The six-person band “Lehaim,” pictured above, will
be featured on Saturday, January 26, when Congregation Beth Israel presents a
concert of Klezmer music from 7:30 to 9 p.m. Doors open to the public at 7 p.m.
Tickets are $18 at the door. Congregation Beth Israel is located at 18 Shalom
Way, at the corner of Martine Avenue, in Scotch Plains. See story on page 7.

Megan K. Scott for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MLK DAY...Union County Freeholder Vernell Wright of Union eats pancakes
and sausage at the Martin Luther King, Jr. Day Pancake Breakfast at the
Westfield Community Center in Westfield.

In addition, the boys were lauded
for winning the title nine times in
the past 15 years and for having
made it to the final level of compe-
tition 13 times.

The varsity boys’ head coach is
Tom Breznitsky, who has been
coaching the team for the last 38
years. Helping him is Assistant Var-
sity Coach Joe Mortarulo, JV Coach
Ken Ellsworth and Freshman Coach
Paul Kobliska.

A separate resolution was read to
honor player Colin Stripling for be-
ing named All-American by the Na-
tional Soccer Coaches Association
of America. According to the reso-
lution, this makes Colin the fourth
All-American player from Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School.

The next board of education meet-
ing will be held tonight, Thursday,
January 24, at 7:30 p.m. in the ad-
ministration building at Evergreen
Avenue and Cedar Street in Scotch
Plains.
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services contracts. Full Service Mail-
ers of Hackensack, which provides
mail fulfillment services, is to re-
ceive a contract of $66,000, with
Lebanon, N.J.-based B&B Press to
garner $240,000 to print vote-by-
mail and provisional ballots for the
June Primary and November General
Elections.

Full Service Mailers’ contract is
down from $80,000 last year, while
B&B’s represents an increase of
$33,000.

The county clerk also has put forth
a resolution for an additional $30,000
for further miscellaneous election
services from county vendors, as well
as a resolution for a one-year, $26,383
contract with Dominion Voting Sys-
tems of Denver, Colo., to provide
licensing, maintenance and support
for the WinEDS voting system. The
Dominion contract would run from
April 1, 2013 to March 31, 2014.

The Union County Board of Elec-
tions has requested another contract
with Royal Printing of West New
York, N.J., for $100,000 for the print-
ing of voting authority books, poll
books and all other printing as needed.
The contract represents a $40,000
reduction from last year. The Board
of Elections also is seeking a one-
year, $70,000 contract with The Lib-

erty Group of Union to transport vot-
ing machines to and from county
polling places.

Board of Elections Administrator
Dennis Kobitz told the freeholders
Liberty was the only company to
submit a bid this year to the county’s
request for quotation (RFQ). Last
year, a second company was utilized
but did not live up to requirements of
its contract, including failing to re-
turn all election machines to the Board
of Elections warehouse in Scotch
Plains by the Friday after the elec-
tion, thus forcing county workers to
complete the task. The county paid
$100,000 last year, split evenly be-
tween the two companies.

The board also is expected to vote
on a resolution tonight in support of
Scotch Plains’ ordinance to reduce
the speed limit along portions of
Martine Avenue from 40 to 35 mph
and from 45 to 40, respectively.

Freeholder Bruce Bergen said he
would put forth a resolution sup-
porting President Barack Obama’s
proposals to curb gun violence. He
said his resolution would, among
other things, call for the reinstate-
ment of a federal ban on assault
weapons, background checks for all
gun purchases and a 10-round limit
for magazines.
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YEARS OF SERVICE…Bob andGrace Kruthers enjoy dinner at the Fanwood
Fire Department and Rescue Squad annual awards dinner held at Berkeley Plaza
in Berkeley Heights on Saturday night. Mr Kruthers, who was honored at the
event for 55 years of service, spoke about his early days on the Fanwood Rescue
Squad. He joined in 1957, at which time the mechanics of CPR were just being
introduced.

Mark’s death as a “great loss” to the
community.

“Our children are our most precious
gifts and we have lost one of them. We
hold in our hearts those who have been
affected by this tragedy as we grieve
this loss together,” Mr. Renwick said.

The Westfield Board of Health re-
leased a statement on Friday confirm-
ing that Mark’s death was from the flu.
“While a severe case of the flu can be
life-threatening, please be assured that
this was an isolated case. The Westfield
Board of Health, in conjunction with
the school district’s nursing staff and
Superintendent of Schools, is carefully
monitoring school attendance for any
signs of increased absenteeism due to
the flu. At this time, there is no increase
in absenteeism that would suggest a
high flu activity in the schools. Please
be assured that the schools are taking
appropriate preventative measures such
as washing surfaces with special soap,
providing hand sanitizers throughout
the school facilities, and teaching the
students to wash their hands frequently,
sneeze and cough into a tissue or sleeve,
and not to share food or drinks.”

Lorre Korecky, spokesperson for the
Westfield school district, said the ab-
sentee rate in the district has not been

unusual or cause for concern.
The health department has advised

those with the flu to: stay home if they
are experiencing symptoms; check with
a doctor and follow the physician’s
advice as to medication; wash hands
frequently, and do not touch eyes and
mouth, where germs can enter the body.

Likewise, Westfield health classes
have reminded students not to share
drinks, and to wash hands, eat foods
with Vitamin C and D, stay home if sick
and to be aware that there are shots for
the flu provided by the medical com-
munity, according to Ms. Korecky.

Walgreen’s Pharmacy, at 260 North
Avenue, East, and the CVS Pharmacy,
at 210 South Avenue, West, both said
they have the flu vaccine. A spokesman
for Baron’s Drug Store said the estab-
lishment did not have the vaccine and
did not plan to get it.

Funeral services for Mark will be
tomorrow, Friday, January 25, at noon
at the Christian Pentecostal Church,
971 Clinton Avenue, Irvington. Visita-
tion will be held from 10:30 a.m. to
noon. Arrangements are being handled
by the Plinton-Curry Funeral Home,
411 West Broad Street, Westfield.

Paul J. Peyton assisted in this report.
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 Vigil For WHS Freshman

MS Council Names Advisory
Bd.; Discusses Library HVAC

By CATHERINE WATSON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – The
Mountainside Council, at its regu-
lar meeting Tuesday night, set a
$25,000 limit for an investigation
into the scope and cost of replacing
the Mountainside Public Library’s
heating, ventilation and air condi-
tioning (HVAC) system.

The library’s current HVAC sys-
tem was installed circa 1966 and
may prove less expensive to re-
place than to continue repairing.
The borough has hired Strunk-
Albert Engineering to produce an
estimate of replacement costs.

The investigation will addition-
ally consider the costs of purchas-
ing a backup emergency generator
for the library, to be used during
blackout conditions, such as the
borough experienced following
Hurricane Sandy.

In acknowledgement of extreme
overtime hours that borough work-
ers put in during Sandy’s aftermath,
the council moved to award all de-
partment of public works staff and
police dispatchers an additional day
of pay or one day of compensatory
time, along with a memo of thanks.

The council also fixed the salary
range for the Office of Emergency
Management director at $5,000 to
$15,000.

In response to a request from the
Union County Transportation Ad-
visory Board (UC-TAB), the coun-
cil resolved to appoint Councilman
Robert Messler and Borough Engi-
neer Michael Disko, Jr. as the
municipality’s representative and
alternate, respectively. The two will
serve on the UC-TAB until Decem-
ber 31, 2013.

The council also appointed
Mountainside resident Zenon
Moriak to serve as municipal repre-
sentative on the Union County Air
Traffic and Noise Advisory Board
(UC-ATNAB). The council’s for-
mal resolution to appoint Mr.
Moriak noted that noise pollution,

from increased air traffic and new
routes from local airports, threaten
Mountainside dwellers’ quality of
life. Mr. Moriak’s term on the board
will expire on December 31, 2014.

Council President Keith Turner
announced that Mountainside will
soon publicly auction three surplus
vehicles that are no longer of use to
the borough. The vehicles are a
2009 Crown Victoria, a 1998 Chevy
Blazer and a 1994 EZ Beever Chip-
per. Mr. Turner called the auction
“an opportunity to own a piece of
Mountainside,” but also cautioned
that anyone interested in bidding
should make a first-hand inspec-
tion of the vehicles before placing a
bid deposit.

Following that announcement,
the council voted on a resolution to
refund a $556 bid deposit from a
previous auction of a 2007 Girardin
mini-bus. Grace Quality Used Cars
of Morrisville, Pa. placed the de-
posit in question.

Mr. Turner and Mr. Messler voted
“no” on the resolution, although it
still passed on the strength of “yes”
votes from Councilwoman Deanna
Andre, Councilman Glenn
Mortimer and Councilman Jeffrey
Wass.

The council granted the
Mountainside Softball Association
a license to construct a shed on
Field Drive, between Sawmill Road
and Central Avenue, adjacent to
Deerfield School’s softball field and
parking lot. Officials also approved an
application by the Westfield Area “Y”
for an on-premise raffle drawing.

Ms. Andre narrated the first read-
ing of amendments to an ordinance,
which will adjust the fee schedule
for membership at the Mountainside
Community Pool.

Michael Jackson of the Police
Benevolent Association (PBA) said
the PBA and the Mountainside chap-
ter of The Elks will co-host a
fundraiser on Friday, February 8, at
4:30 p.m. The proceeds will benefit
a civically active Mountainside resi-
dent who was recently hospitalized
with a rare disease.

In other news, the borough estab-
lished a part-time payroll clerk po-
sition with an annual salary of
$3,000, and hired Catherine Cook
to fill the role.

Denbar Construction, Inc. of
Kenilworth was selected to under-
take pothole repairs in
Mountainside. The company was
the only bidder for the job.

The council adjourned for an ex-
ecutive session on matters of litiga-
tion.

commissioner, suggested that a
member or committee from the
board should attend the meeting.
Mr. Hak, who was in attendance,
said he was there only because very
recent developments in the Passaic
River case required discussion dur-
ing closed session.

Mediation in the co-generation case is
scheduled for early April, but there is an
expectation that it is likely to be postponed.
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WF BOE Discusses e-Book;
School Security Measures

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Westfield Board
of Education members, on Tuesday
evening, were shown a presenta-
tion of a new e-book featuring
Westfield students.

Last year, the collaboration of
two language arts teachers at
Roosevelt Intermediate School,
Matt Kalafat and Derrick Nelson,
led to a cultural exchange between
students from the Plainfield and
Westfield school districts, and the
publication, by Penguin Books, of
a new e-book.

The students came together to
learn and have a discussion about a
book they were both reading. The
program garnered coverage last
January by The New York Times,
which prompted Penguin Books to
get involved. The purpose of the
cultural exchange was to bring to-
gether students from two different
communities to discuss the John
Steinbeck book “Of Mice and Men.”
The Westfield students, who are now
freshmen at Westfield High School,
are Max Carl, Rebecca Pariente,
Maya Jonsson, Greta Bramball,
Evan Rooney and Owen Murray. In
the e-book, the students discuss
characters, theme and the idea of
the American Dream. It is to be
used by teachers to teach the story.
The e-book is available from Ama-
zon and Itunes.

Nancy Latimer and Jeanine
Gottko, the master technology
teachers, gave a detailed update of
the district technology initiative.
The two were contracted, for one
year, to aid other teachers in using
laptops, iPads and the appropriate
apps in the teaching process. Both
teachers said they have reached out
to other teachers and offered their

help. Assistant Superintendent of
Curriculum, Instruction and Pro-
gram Paul Pineiro told the board
that, “different programs, such as
Drop Box and Google Drive, could
be used by teachers to manage data
at home and at work.”

District Business Administrator
Dana Sullivan gave a PowerPoint
presentation on the elements that
go into the budget process.

The board voted to accept the
following gifts: an Artley Bb clari-
net from Mr. Ludlum for the fine
arts department; the Westfield Coa-
lition For The Arts donated $2,225
for the purchase of an 55-inch LCD
television and wall mount and a 25-
foot HDMI cable for the Roosevelt
Intermediate School art classroom
and $3,375 for the purchase of 75
Wenger music stands for the Fine
Arts Departments.

Board member Ann Cary ques-
tioned Ms. Dolan on security is-
sues. Ms. Dolan said security ef-
forts, such as door buzzers at all
schools, and talks with the Westfield
Police Department are ongoing.

The board adjourned and went
into a budget workshop meeting.
The next Board of Education meet-
ing will be held on Tuesday, Febru-
ary 19, at 7:30 p.m. at the adminis-
tration building, located at 302 Elm
Street.

Reading is good for you!
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GW Debates Cost of AFC;
Seeks Bids for Bulk Pickup

By MEGAN K. SCOTT
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – Borough Council
members revisited the cost of the Ath-
letic Field Complex (AFC) for the sec-
ond meeting in a row Tuesday, trading
barbs after a resident challenged offi-
cials on their communication of the
project with residents.

Councilman Jim Mathieu accused
Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi of having
misquoted the price of the $3.2-million
project and refusing to correct herself.

In an August 16, 2012 edition of The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times, she
wrote in a letter to the editor that the
price was $2.75 million. Mayor
Quattrocchi said that she got the price
from the borough’s bond attorney. The
complex was approved in August and
construction has already begun.

Mr. Mathieu, the lone vote on the
council against the complex, responded:
“Show me in the ordinance.”

The debate was sparked during the
work session when resident Joe
Garritano asked what the exact cost
would be to individual taxpayers. He
questioned the varying figures of $25
to $65 per home assessed at $100,000.

Council President Sara Todisco, who
chairs the council’s finance committee,
has said that the borough has secured
almost $1 million in grants for the
project. She told Mr. Garritano that
homeowners will see a $25 increase in
their tax bill next year. Because of
interest on the bonds to pay for the
project, the actual cost would be more
like $65 per property owner each year
for a total of $975.

The Athletic Field Complex has been
in discussion for more than a decade. It
will replace the Little League Park.
Mayor Quattrocchi told Mr. Garritano
that the issue had been discussed in
open meetings.

In other business, the council re-
jected a proposal from the Laws and
Licenses Committee to waive the $400
fee for property owners seeking a cer-
tificate of non-conformity. Some resi-
dents have found themselves vulner-
able without the paperwork, discover-
ing their properties were never granted
variances when changes were enacted.

The panel, comprised of Committee
Chairwoman Ann Palmer, Ms. Todisco

and Councilman Victor DeFilippo, had
suggested abolishing the fee, but Mr.
Mathieu, backed by Councilman Wil-
liam Nierstedt and Councilman Louis
Petruzzelli, disagreed. The council ap-
peared to be unanimous in lowering the
fee, but the three dissenters received a
tie-breaking vote from Mayor Quat-
trocchi to send the issue back to com-
mittee.

Mr. Mathieu criticized Garwood for
a 4.3-percent increase in property taxes
last year. According to a Star-Ledger
report, taxes went up 1.4 percent for the
state, the smallest increase in more than
two decades. New Jersey’s property
taxes are one of the highest in the
country.

“Of this 4.3-percent increase, one-
third went to raises for our employees,”
he said. “If you are on a fixed income
and struggling, if your property value
is plummeting, we’re giving raises.
We’re partying like it’s 1999 here.”

Ms. Todisco acknowledged that one-
third sounded “dramatic,” but noted
that one-third of the borough’s budget
is for salaries. She said neighboring
towns have higher taxes and have to
pay for garbage collection and sewer
fees separate from their tax bills.

Garwood is sending out a request for
proposals for vendors to bid on a pay-
to-use bulk garbage pickup. Mr.
Nierstedt, who campaigned on the is-
sue this past fall, said the quotes would
be on a price per ton basis. While
residents may not have that much bulk
garbage, the quote should help calcu-
late the cost per household, he said.

Mr. Nierstedt, known for his envi-
ronmental agenda, also questioned the
spraying of pesticides to control the
vegetation in the Garwood Brook on
Willow Avenue, which flows into the
Cranford River. He also raised the
issue of the planned purchase of a
2013 Chevrolet Tahoe Special Ser-
vice Vehicle (SSV) for the Garwood
Police Department. The pesticides
matter was tabled. While the SSV
stayed, Mr. Nierstedt encouraged the
council to look into “greener cars” in
the future.

“I’m not a big fan of SUVs,” he said.
He also asked the borough to consider
creating a Day of Service next year for
the Martin Luther King Jr. holiday.
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ACTS OF KINDNESS…Kindergarten students at Holy Trinity Interparochial
School celebrate Martin Luther King, Jr.’s birthday through song, books, acts of
kindness and writing about their own dreams for the future.


