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APPRECIATION DINNER…The Fanwood Fire Department and Rescue Squad
held their annual awards dinner at Berkeley Plaza in Berkeley Heights on
Saturday night. Pictured, Joan Lozowski, a member of both the Scotch Plains and
Fanwood Rescue Squads, stands behind, left to right, Aditi Jain of the Scotch
Plains Rescue Squad, Karolyn Buckridee, a member of both the Scotch Plains
and Fanwood squads; Rob Villegas and Brian Downing of the Fanwood squad.

CHELSEA CHRISTMAS…Brownie Girl Scout Troops No. 40821 and 40965
from Brunner Elementary School in Scotch Plains marked the holiday season by
caroling at the Chelsea Assisted Living Community on December 14. The girls
sang seasonal songs and gave out cookies and door prizes. This was one of several
requirements toward earning the Philanthropist badge. Fanwood-Scotch Plains
is among 138 communities in Girl Scouts Heart of New Jersey, which serves over
25,000 girls and 11,000 adult members in seven counties across central New
Jersey. For more information, call (908) 518-4400 or go to gshnj.org.

Megan K. Scott for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
DAY OF SERVI CE...Children line up for pizza at the Martin Luther King Day of Service held at the Fanwood-Scotch Plains
YMCA on Monday.
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ST. PATRICK’S DAY PREP…Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, Joe Nolan from
Channel 7 Eyewitness News, Brian Costello and Brian Walter, owners of
OH’Brian’s in Fanwood, were celebrity bartenders at this year’s St. Patrick’s
Day Parade Fundraiser in Kenilworth. Pictured, from left to right, are: Mr.
Costello, Mr. Walter, Mayor Mahr and Mr. Nolan.

BOE Considers Drafts for School
Calendar; Soccer Teams Honored

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Superinten-
dent of Schools Margaret Hayes told
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education last Thursday that under a
proposed 2013-2014 school calen-
dar, school would open on Monday,
September 9.

Under one calendar option, schools
would open on September 9, with
professional service days on Wednes-
day, September 4, Columbus Day on
Monday, October 14, and Friday, June
20, 2014. This option would make

the last day of school on Thursday,
June 19, 2014.

Under a second draft calendar,
schools also would open for students
on September 9, but professional ser-
vice days would be on September 4,
and Fridays, January 17 and Febru-
ary 14, 2014. This option would make
the last day of school on Monday,
June 23, 2014. It was noted that the
board would vote on the options dur-
ing the upcoming board meetings.

Board Vice-President Nancy Bauer
told the board of the Curriculum
Committee’s recommendation to

keep the Everyday Math curriculum
that it has been using since 2010.
Mrs. Bauer said the committee also
has recommended that the materials
used for the program be upgraded to
the 2012 version that has recently
come out. It was noted that the dis-
trict currently uses the programs from
2004 and 2001.

Mrs. Bauer said the new program
“matches well with the program from
2004 and 2001, and is a better fit for
the district than the 2007 program
from six years ago.” She also stated
that testing has proven that students
using the Everyday Math program
“have had good math scores.”

Fanwood resident Michael Lewis
spoke to the board, stating that he did
not agree with the positive feedback
of the Everyday Math program and
looked forward to hearing future pre-
sentations regarding the district’s
mathematics curriculum.

At the start of Thursday’s meeting,
the board of education marked the
achievements of the boys’ and girls’
varsity soccer teams with three sepa-
rate resolutions.

The girls were recognized for their
winning season, which totaled 18
wins, two losses and three ties. All 25
members of the team were honored
for their impressive season and their
co-championship win shared with
Westfield High School in the Union
County Championship. It was noted
that the girls have played in the finals
for the past eight years and have won
seven Union County titles.

The girls are led by Head Coach
Kevin Ewing and Assistant Coach
Michelle Tobier. It was noted that JV
Coach Matt Tiedemann and Fresh-
man Coach Joe Higgins also were
part of the winning coaching staff.

The 26-member varsity boys’ soc-
cer team was recognized for its sea-
son of 19 wins, one loss and three
ties. The boys also were honored for
their Union County Championship
title against Governor Livingston
High School.
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County Sees Jail Population Cut;
Bd. to Vote on Election Contracts

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders is ex-
pected to vote tonight to extend a
contract with Luminosity Inc., which
has been using software programs to
assist county officials in reducing the
daily inmate population at the county
lockup in Elizabeth.

The resolution, requested by De-
partment of Corrections Director
Brian Riordan, would extend the con-
tract for the St. Petersburg, Fla., com-

pany through April 30 of this year, at
an additional $30,160, for a new con-
tract of $188,464.

Mr. Riordan said the county jail’s
daily population on January 17 was
down to 696 prisoners, from 900 last
January and from a high at one point
of 1,200 inmates. The jail was de-
signed to hold 520 inmates. During
his presentation to the board last year
regarding the hiring of Luminosity,
Mr. Riordan said the study would
look at the entire criminal justice
system, including the court system as
well as probation and public
defender’s offices, sheriff’s office and
the county prosecutor’s office, to iden-
tify any backlog of prisoner releases.

Luminosity had found that the av-
erage stay at the jail had been ex-
tended from 46 days in 2005 to 58
days in 2010. So while the number of
prisoner admissions to the jail was
down 2,000, or 23 percent, for that
time period, the number of prisoners
housed had not dropped.

Mr. Riordan said due to the success
of the Luminosity program, his de-
partment was able to temporarily
close a housing unit at the jail during

the refurbishment of inmate show-
ers. Forty-two prisoners were trans-
ferred to the Hudson County jail per
an agreement approved by the free-
holders last year with that county. He
said the inmates released were those
with less serious charges, describing
them as “low-hanging offenders” or
“low-caliber cases.” He said the more
serious offenders remain in lockup.

“The housing area renovations
should start shortly after some logis-
tical set up by the vendor,” county
spokesman Sebastian D’Elia said. He
said the project is projected to take
between a year and 18 months to
complete.

The county hired Perselay Associ-
ates, Inc. of Chatham last spring to
develop a management study of the
county jail, including whether or not
to privatize the correctional facility.
The $30,000 contract ended last
month. Gary Hilton, who previously
served as acting director at the jail, is
a partner in Perselay.

In other business, the freeholders
considered multiple resolutions, to-
taling $536,000, for annual election
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WHS Students Remember
Freshman During Vigil
By DELL SIMEONE

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Mark Holloway, the
14-year-old Westfield High School
freshman who died last Wednesday of
a flu-related illness, was remembered
at a vigil held Sunday evening by his
friends and classmates in front of
Westfield High School.

The vigil lasted about one hour and
was attended by approximately 100
fellow students and adults. The vigil
was organized by Lanrey Badmus, a
16-year-old sophomore at Westfield
High School, and Hiroshi Jones of
Springfield, a student at High Point
Academy in Marlboro.

“A really nice guy, an extraordinary
young man, a fun guy, enthusiastic,”
were some of the words used to describe
the likeable youngster. Karen Cook, the
parent of a Westfield High School stu-
dent, attended the vigil with her 5-year-
old daughter, Devin, who is a student at
the Lincoln Elementary School.

Mrs. Cook told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times, “I really wanted to be

here for him. It could have happened to
anyone’s child. As I understand, many
people have been calling in sick over
the past few weeks.”

Emily Marissa Whitford and Chanel
Shem, both students at the school, said
Mark was a nice person and that they
would have liked to become friends
with him.

Mark’s mother spoke to the crowd.
She said, “Mark was really excited
about going to Westfield High School
and liked everything about it.” Several
students also addressed the crowd and
said they were newly acquainted with
Mark, but had looked forward to get-
ting to know him better.

Westfield High School Principal
Peter Renwick said in a statement sub-
mitted to the press that the school was
notified on January 17 of Mark’s death.
“We extend our heartfelt sympathy to
the family, and we respect the privacy
of the family at this very difficult time,”
he said. In an e-mail to parents that was
obtained by The Times, he described
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RVSA Passes Flat Budget;
Towns Still to Pay More

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

RAHWAY — The Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority’s (RVSA)
Board of Commissioners last Thurs-
day passed their 2013 budget with-
out an increase in operating ex-
penses although several member
municipalities will see increases to
their assessments. The budget now
must undergo state review before it
can be finalized.

For the first time in many years,
RVSA’s board unanimously ap-
proved a budget.

The 2013 operating expense
budget  remains  f la t  a t
$12,128,500. While the budget
remains the same, several factors
combine to  increase  the
authority’s assessment on mem-
bers by $963,000 from last year’s
$23.9 million in assessments as
part of a total budget of $25.7
million. Three things make up the
bulk of this change; a reduction of
about $750,000 in surplus that
could be applied to the budget,
savings of about $400,000 in debt
service costs, and the need to
spend about $650,000 to refur-
bish a digester.

Assessments to member munici-
palities rise overall, but due to the
billing methodology, while they rise
in most towns, they diminish in two
communities. Westfield will see an
increase of about one fifth of 1
percent, about a $7,500 rise from
last year’s assessment of $3.5 mil-
lion; Scotch Plains will see about a
two-thirds of one percent increase,
or roughly $10,000 over last year’s
$1.6 million; while Garwood should
anticipate about a 13.5 percent rise,

almost a $60,000 jump, from the
2012 assessment of $438,500.

Clark should expect a decrease
of over 7 percent, a savings of al-
most $197,000 from last year’s $2.7
million, the result of the closing of
US Gypsum’s drywall plant.
Kenilworth will see their assess-
ment drop by almost 13.25 percent,
though the dollar reduction of just
over $134,000 from last year’s
$1.01 million assessment.

In other business, a spirited dis-
cussion of the roles of general coun-
sel and special counsel followed
the statement by Dennis Estis of
Greenbaum, Rowe, Smith and
Davis, LLP that he intended to at-
tend mediation sessions related to
the co-generation facility. Mr. Estis,
who serves as Fanwood’s borough
attorney, recently took over the
position of general counsel from
Brian Hak of Weiner, Lesniak, LLP.
Mr. Hak remains as counsel for
both the Passaic River litigation
(NJDEP v. Occidental Chemical)
and the co-generation case.

Frank Mazzarella, Clark’s com-
missioner, expressed his concern
about Mr. Estis’ involvement, stat-
ing he felt this would raise RVSA’s
costs. Robert Luban, Woodbridge’s
commissioner, said he felt Mr. Estis
was not “supervising” Mr. Hak. Mr.
Estis had said he saw his role as
“supervisory only” in regard to co-
generation issues and that he (Mr.
Estis) planned to attend co-genera-
tion mediation sessions.

The Commissioners quickly
quashed this idea, expressing their
faith in Mr. Hak’s abilities and judg-
ment. Mark Dugan, Cranford’s
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