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DAY OF SERVICE...Children line up for pizza at the Martin Luther King Day
of Service held at the Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA on Monday.

Photo courtesy of Ellen Zimmerman
WESTERN WALL...During a 10-day tour of Israel, Scotch Plains residents catch
up on hometown news in The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times at the Western Wall
in Jerusalem. Pictured, top row, from left to right, are: Jonathan Zucker, Josh
Zimmerman, Ellen Zimmerman, Randi Zucker, Irene Katz, Jeff Atlas; bottom
row,  Kelly Zimmerman, Rachel Zucker, Alison Zimmerman, Jeremy Zimmerman
and Michael Zucker.

of the Luminosity program, his de-
partment was able to temporarily
close a housing unit at the jail during
the refurbishment of inmate show-
ers. Forty-two prisoners were trans-
ferred to the Hudson County jail per
an agreement approved by the free-
holders last year with that county. He
said the inmates released were those
with less serious charges, describing
them as “low-hanging offenders” or
“low-caliber cases.” He said the more
serious offenders remain in lockup.

“The housing area renovations
should start shortly after some logis-
tical set up by the vendor,” county
spokesman Sebastian D’Elia said. He
said the project is projected to take
between a year and 18 months to
complete.

The county hired Perselay Associ-
ates, Inc. of Chatham last spring to
develop a management study of the
county jail, including whether or not
to privatize the correctional facility.
The $30,000 contract ended last
month. Gary Hilton, who previously
served as acting director at the jail, is
a partner in Perselay.

In other business, the freeholders
considered multiple resolutions, to-
taling $536,000, for annual election
services contracts. Full Service Mail-
ers of Hackensack, which provides
mail fulfillment services, is to re-
ceive a contract of $66,000, with
Lebanon, N.J.-based B&B Press to
garner $240,000 to print vote-by-
mail and provisional ballots for the
June Primary and November General
Elections.

Full Service Mailers’ contract is
down from $80,000 last year, while
B&B’s represents an increase of
$33,000.

The county clerk also has put forth
a resolution for an additional $30,000
for further miscellaneous election
services from county vendors, as
well as a resolution for a one-year,

$26,383 contract with Dominion
Voting Systems of Denver, Colo., to
provide licensing, maintenance and
support for the WinEDS voting sys-
tem. The Dominion contract would
run from April 1, 2013 to March 31,
2014.

The Union County Board of Elec-
tions has requested another contract
with Royal Printing of West New
York, N.J., for $100,000 for the print-
ing of voting authority books, poll
books and all other printing as
needed. The contract represents a
$40,000 reduction from last year.
The Board of Elections also is seek-
ing a one-year, $70,000 contract with
The Liberty Group of Union to trans-
port voting machines to and from
county polling places.

Board of Elections Administrator
Dennis Kobitz told the freeholders
Liberty was the only company to
submit a bid this year to the county’s
request for quotation (RFQ). Last
year, a second company was utilized
but did not live up to requirements
of its contract, including failing to
return all election machines to the
Board of Elections warehouse in
Scotch Plains by the Friday after the
election, thus forcing county work-
ers to complete the task. The county
paid $100,000 last year, split evenly
between the two companies.

The board also is expected to vote
on a resolution tonight in support of
Scotch Plains’ ordinance to reduce
the speed limit along portions of
Martine Avenue from 40 to 35 mph
and from 45 to 40, respectively.

Freeholder Bruce Bergen said he
would put forth a resolution support-
ing President Barack Obama’s pro-
posals to curb gun violence. He said
his resolution would, among other
things, call for the reinstatement of a
federal ban on assault weapons, back-
ground checks for all gun purchases
and a 10-round limit for magazines.
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Union County Freeholders

mouth, where germs can enter the body.
Likewise, Westfield health classes

have reminded students not to share
drinks, and to wash hands, eat foods
with Vitamin C and D, stay home if sick
and to be aware that there are shots for
the flu provided by the medical com-
munity, according to Ms. Korecky.

Walgreen’s Pharmacy, at 260 North
Avenue, East, and the CVS Pharmacy,
at 210 South Avenue, West, both said
they have the flu vaccine. A spokesman
for Baron’s Drug Store said the estab-
lishment did not have the vaccine and
did not plan to get it.

Funeral services for Mark will be
tomorrow, Friday, January 25, at noon
at the Christian Pentecostal Church,
971 Clinton Avenue, Irvington. Visita-
tion will be held from 10:30 a.m. to
noon. Arrangements are being handled
by the Plinton-Curry Funeral Home,
411 West Broad Street, Westfield.

Paul J. Peyton assisted in this report.
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WORK SESSION...Garwood Mayor Pat Quattrocchi, center, and the rest of the
borough council listen to Councilman Jim Mathieu, foreground, during Tuesday
night’s work session.

pollution, from increased air traffic
and new routes from local airports,
threaten Mountainside dwellers’ qual-
ity of life. Mr. Moriak’s term on the
board will expire on December 31,
2014.

Council President Keith Turner an-
nounced that Mountainside will soon
publicly auction three surplus vehicles
that are no longer of use to the borough.
The vehicles are a 2009 Crown Victoria,
a 1998 Chevy Blazer and a 1994 EZ
Beever Chipper. Mr. Turner called the
auction “an opportunity to own a piece
of Mountainside,” but also cautioned
that anyone interested in bidding should
make a first-hand inspection of the
vehicles before placing a bid deposit.

Following that announcement, the
council voted on a resolution to refund
a $556 bid deposit from a previous
auction of a 2007 Girardin mini-bus.
Grace Quality Used Cars of Morrisville,
Pa. placed the deposit in question.

Mr. Turner and Mr. Messler voted
“no” on the resolution, although it still
passed on the strength of “yes” votes
from Councilwoman Deanna Andre,
Councilman Glenn Mortimer and
Councilman Jeffrey Wass.

The council granted the

Cranford Icemen Set
Cancer Fundraiser

CRANFORD — The Cranford
High School ice hockey team will
hold a “Unite for Will Power”
fundraiser to help beat cancer in a
face-off with the Westfield Blue
Devils at Warinanco Rink in Roselle
on Wednesday, February 6, at 8:30
p.m.

Admission is $10 for adults and $5
for students. A $10 per ticket raffle
will be held with the grand prize
being four tickets to a New York
Rangers game plus a night at the
Marriot Marquis. First prize will be
four tickets to a New York Yankees
game and second prize will be New
York Knicks tickets.

Tickets are available at The Rustic
Mill and Augusta Mae in Cranford,
and Vicki’s Diner in Westfield. Do-
nations  can be sent to “Friends of
CHS Hockey,” 111 James Avenue,
Cranford, N.J. 07016 or
CranfordHShockey.org.

G o  t o  w w w. g o l e a d e r. c o m
Bal lyhoo Spor ts  page 7  for
more.
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Mountainside Council
Mountainside Softball Association a
license to construct a shed on Field
Drive, between Sawmill Road and Cen-
tral Avenue, adjacent to Deerfield
School’s softball field and parking lot.
Officials also approved an application
by the Westfield Area “Y” for an on-
premise raffle drawing.

Ms. Andre narrated the first reading
of amendments to an ordinance, which
will increase fees for membership at
the Mountainside Community Pool by
about 2 percent.

Michael Jackson of the Police Be-
nevolent Association (PBA) said the
PBA and the Mountainside chapter of
The Elks will co-host a fundraiser on
Friday, February 8, at 4:30 p.m. The
proceeds will go for medical and living
expenses for Mountainside resident
Craig Trano, a local plumber,  who was
recently hospitalized at St. Barnabas
Medical Center in Livingston due a
rare reaction to a medical treatment.

In other news, the borough estab-
lished a part-time payroll clerk position
with an annual salary of $3,000, and
hired Catherine Cook to fill the role.

Denbar Construction, Inc. of
Kenilworth was selected to undertake
pothole repairs in Mountainside. The
company was the only bidder for the job.

The council adjourned for an execu-
tive session on matters of litigation.

palities rise overall, but due to the
billing methodology, while they rise
in most towns, they diminish in two
communities. Westfield will see an
increase of about one-fifth of 1 per-
cent, about a $7,500 rise from last
year’s assessment of $3.5 million;
Scotch Plains will see about a two-
thirds of one percent increase, or
roughly $10,000 over last year’s $1.6
million; while Garwood should an-
ticipate about a 13.5 percent rise, al-
most a $60,000 jump, from the 2012
assessment of $438,500.

Clark should expect a decrease of
over 7 percent, a savings of almost
$197,000 from last year’s $2.7 mil-
lion, the result of the closing of US
Gypsum’s drywall plant. Kenilworth
will see their assessment drop by al-
most 13.25 percent, though the dollar
reduction of just over $134,000 from
last year’s $1.01 million assessment.

In other business, a spirited dis-
cussion of the roles of general coun-
sel and special counsel followed
the statement by Dennis Estis of
Greenbaum, Rowe, Smith and
Davis, LLP that he intended to at-
tend mediation sessions related to
the co-generation facility. Mr. Estis,
who serves as Fanwood’s borough
attorney, recently took over the
position of general counsel from

Brian Hak of Weiner, Lesniak, LLP.
Mr. Hak remains as counsel for
both the Passaic River litigation
(NJDEP v. Occidental Chemical)
and the co-generation case.

Frank Mazzarella, Clark’s com-
missioner, expressed his concern
about Mr. Estis’ involvement, stat-
ing he felt this would raise RVSA’s
costs. Robert Luban, Woodbridge’s
commissioner, said he felt Mr. Estis
was not “supervising” Mr. Hak. Mr.
Estis had said he saw his role as
“supervisory only” in regard to co-
generation issues and that he (Mr.
Estis) planned to attend co-genera-
tion mediation sessions.

The Commissioners quickly
quashed this idea, expressing their
faith in Mr. Hak’s abilities and judg-
ment. Mark Dugan, Cranford’s
commissioner, suggested that a
member or committee from the
board should attend the meeting.
Mr. Hak, who was in attendance,
said he was there only because very
recent developments in the Passaic
River case required discussion dur-
ing closed session.

Mediation in the co-generation
case is scheduled for early April,
but there is an expectation that it is
likely to be postponed.
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RVSA Passes Flat Budget
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MLK DAY...Union County Freeholder Vernell Wright of Union, right, eats
pancakes and sausage, at the Martin Luther King, Jr. Day Pancake Breakfast at
the Westfield Community Center in Westfield.

WF BOE Discusses e-Book;
School Security Measures

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Westfield Board
of Education members, on Tuesday
evening, were shown a presentation
of a new e-book featuring Westfield
students.

Last year, the collaboration of two
language arts teachers at Roosevelt
Intermediate School, Matt Kalafat
and Derrick Nelson, led to a cultural
exchange between students from the
Plainfield and Westfield school dis-
tricts, and the publication, by Pen-
guin Books, of a new e-book.

The students came together to learn
and have a discussion about a book
they were both reading. The program
garnered coverage last January by
The New York Times, which prompted
Penguin Books to get involved. The
purpose of the cultural exchange was
to bring together students from two
different communities to discuss the
John Steinbeck book “Of Mice and
Men.” The Westfield students, who
are now freshmen at Westfield High
School, are Max Carl, Rebecca
Pariente, Maya Jonsson, Greta
Bramball, Evan Rooney and Owen
Murray. In the e-book, the students
discuss characters, theme and the idea
of the American Dream. It is to be
used by teachers to teach the story.
The e-book is available from Ama-
zon and Itunes.

Nancy Latimer and Jeanine Gottko,
the master technology teachers, gave
a detailed update of the district tech-
nology initiative. The two were con-
tracted, for one year, to aid other
teachers in using laptops, iPads and
the appropriate apps in the teaching
process. Both teachers said they have
reached out to other teachers and
offered their help. Assistant Superin-

tendent of Curriculum, Instruction
and Program Paul Pineiro told the
board that, “different programs, such
as Drop Box and Google Drive, could
be used by teachers to manage data at
home and at work.”

District Business Administrator
Dana Sullivan gave a PowerPoint
presentation on the elements that go
into the budget process.

The board voted to accept the fol-
lowing gifts: an Artley Bb clarinet
from Mr. Ludlum for the fine arts
department; the Westfield Coalition
For The Arts donated $2,225 for the
purchase of an 55-inch LCD televi-
sion and wall mount and a 25-foot
HDMI cable for the Roosevelt Inter-
mediate School art classroom and
$3,375 for the purchase of 75 Wenger
music stands for the Fine Arts De-
partments.

Board member Ann Cary ques-
tioned Ms. Dolan on security issues.
Ms. Dolan said security efforts, such
as door buzzers at all schools, and
talks with the Westfield Police De-
partment are ongoing.

The board adjourned and went into
a budget workshop meeting. The next
Board of Education meeting will be
held on Tuesday, February 19, at 7:30
p.m. at the administration building,
located at 302 Elm Street.

Reading is good for you!
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MS BOE Provides Results
Of Strategic Planning Survey

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — During its
regular monthly meeting Tuesday
evening, the Mountainside Board of
Education (BOE) reported on the re-
sults of the strategic planning survey
that was released to the public in mid-
October.

As covered in recent editions of The
Westfield Leader, the survey resulted
from the board’s strategic planning ses-
sions seeking inventive ideas to im-
prove the district in a cost-efficient
manner.

Jeane Parker, chairperson of the
board’s Strategic Planning Commit-
tee, stated that 258 people responded to
the survey.

Ms. Parker and fellow committee
members Cathy Jakositz and Kate Motz
delivered a presentation with the
survey’s results.

Eighty-two percent of those who
responded felt that the district performs
the same or better as compared to neigh-
boring school districts, after consider-
ing the tax dollars allocated to the
Mountainside school district.

Ninety-five percent of those who
responded felt that the Mountainside
school district prepares its students for
the NJASK Test either “moderately” or
“very well.”

Ninety-two percent of those who
responded felt that the Mountainside
school district prepares its students for
the transition from Beechwood to
Deerfield Schools either “moderately”
or “very well.”

Eighty-nine percent of those who
responded felt that the district prepares
its students for the transition from gram-
mar school to high school either “mod-
erately” or “very well.”

Seventy-five percent of those who
responded felt that the Mountainside
school district prepares its students for
the transition from high school to col-
lege either “moderately” or “very well.”

Seventy-four percent of those who
responded felt that the use of technol-
ogy as a tool in the district’s curriculum
is “very important,” while ninety-seven
percent believed that the performance
of Mountainside schools affect
Mountainside property values.

Ms. Motz stated that part of the ob-
jective of the survey was to determine
the wishes of the parents and guardians
of the students. “It was really important
to us going forward with our strategic
plan to understand what your priorities
are,” she said. According to the results
of the survey, Ms. Motz continued,

“everything is a priority.”
Some of those priorities included

high NJASK scores, small class size,
full-day kindergarten, upgrading the
district’s technology and repairs and
improvements to both Beechwood and
Deerfield Schools.

Ms. Motz also wanted to call atten-
tion to the limitations of such a survey.
“Everything you see here is
the…perception of the people because
it’s important to us to understand what
you think about us and how the schools
are going,” she said.

The entirety of the results from the
strategic planning survey may be
viewed on the district’s website, lo-
cated at mountainsideschools.org.

During the Chief School Adminis-
trator report portion of the meeting,
Nancy Lubarsky recognized the
achievement of one of the district’s
students.

Michael Ciccimarra, a sixth-grade
student from Deerfield, recently won
the district’s “Geography Bee.” The
National Geographic Society sponsors
this event.

Ms. Lubarsky also provided an up-
date regarding upgrading security mea-
sures in the district in the wake of the
Newtown, Conn. tragedy.

Ms. Lubarsky stated that she met
with a team of security specialists, com-
prised of members of the Mountainside
Police Department, Wayne De Vico,
the building and grounds supervisor,
and the building administrators and
conducted a security inspection for both
schools. The security team will issue a
report with recommendations on im-
proving school security.

During the committee reports por-
tion of the meeting, Christopher Minks,
chairman of the Personnel/Negotiations
Committee, delivered a brief update on
the opening of contract negotiations
with members of the Mountainside
Education Association (MEA). After
the last contract negotiations were com-
pleted late last year, Mr. Minks ex-
pressed that the board wished to begin
negotiations for the next contract as
soon as possible.

The term of the current contract will
expire at the end of the school year in
June 2013. That contract was in nego-
tiations for the past two years. The first
meeting between the two parties is
tentatively scheduled for Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 12.

The next BOE meeting open to the
public is scheduled for Tuesday, Febru-
ary 26, at 7:30 p.m. in Beechwood
School’s Susan O. Collier Media Center.

Chairwoman Ann Palmer, Ms. Todisco
and Councilman Victor DeFilippo, had
suggested abolishing the fee, but Mr.
Mathieu, backed by Councilman Wil-
liam Nierstedt and Councilman Louis
Petruzzelli, disagreed. The council ap-
peared to be unanimous in lowering the
fee, but the three dissenters received a
tie-breaking vote from Mayor Quat-
trocchi to send the issue back to com-
mittee.

Mr. Mathieu criticized Garwood for
a 4.3-percent increase in property taxes
last year. According to a Star-Ledger
report, taxes went up 1.4 percent for the
state, the smallest increase in more than
two decades. New Jersey’s property
taxes are one of the highest in the
country.

“Of this 4.3-percent increase, one-
third went to raises for our employees,”
he said. “If you are on a fixed income
and struggling, if your property value
is plummeting, we’re giving raises.
We’re partying like it’s 1999 here.”

Ms. Todisco acknowledged that one-
third sounded “dramatic,” but noted
that one-third of the borough’s budget
is for salaries. She said neighboring

towns have higher taxes and have to
pay for garbage collection and sewer
fees separate from their tax bills.

Garwood is sending out a request for
proposals for vendors to bid on a pay-
to-use bulk garbage pickup. Mr.
Nierstedt, who campaigned on the is-
sue this past fall, said the quotes would
be on a price per ton basis. While
residents may not have that much bulk
garbage, the quote should help calcu-
late the cost per household, he said.

Mr. Nierstedt, known for his envi-
ronmental agenda, also questioned the
spraying of pesticides to control the
vegetation in the Garwood Brook on
Willow Avenue, which flows into the
Cranford River. He also raised the issue
of the planned purchase of a 2013
Chevrolet Tahoe Special Service Ve-
hicle (SSV) for the Garwood Police
Department. The pesticides matter was
tabled. While the SSV stayed, Mr.
Nierstedt encouraged the council to
look into “greener cars” in the future.

“I’m not a big fan of SUVs,” he said.
He also asked the borough to consider
creating a Day of Service next year for
the Martin Luther King Jr. holiday.
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Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
DRIVE SAFE…A serious accident on West Broad Street near the intersection of
Hyslip Avenue in Westfield on Friday morning left at least one person injured.


