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CRANFORD – A group of 14
New Jersey mayors and other
officials, including former Gover-
nor Jim Florio and Union County
Sheriff Ralph Froehlich, an-
nounced plans at a Monday press
conference in Cranford for what
they defined as “common-sense”
gun laws following the Newtown,
Conn., mass shootings that re-
sulted in the deaths of 20 school
children and six adults last month.

Mayors Against Illegal Guns, a
coalition founded in 2006 by New
York City Mayor Michael
Bloomberg and Boston Mayor
Thomas Mannino, has 800 mem-
bers representing both political
parties and claims 900,000 grass-
roots supporters, Cranford Mayor
Thomas Hannen said.

Roselle Mayor Jamel Holley said
the mayors have three legisla-
tive priorities: background gun
checks, banning military-style
weapons and high-capacity
magazines, and to create a fed-
eral gun trafficking statute.

Mayor Hannen, who hosted the
press conference at the Cranford
Municipal Building, said, “It is
time for real action.” He said the
mayors need the “full coopera-
tion” of New Jersey’s Congres-
sional delegation, which they
were heading to meet in Wash-
ington, D.C. at press deadline
yesterday, January 16.

“Our message when we go to
Washington is very simple: Pass
sane gun laws now. Weapons
designed for the battlefields have
no place in Union County, no
place in New Jersey or else-
where,” Fanwood Mayor Colleen
Mahr said. As a mother, she said
she wants to be assured that
federal lawmakers will put “pub-
lic safety before politics.” She
said 80 percent of New Jersey’s
gun crimes are a result of guns
coming into New Jersey from out
of state such as from Georgia,

Florida and Virginia, with Inter-
state 95 among the major routes
used to transport the weapons.

She said criminals know that
purchasing assault weapons in
these and other states is “easier
than getting Sudafed - no paper-
work, no questions asked.”

Gov. Florio said the coalition’s
proposal should be thought of as
a “gun violence prevention act.”
“It has nothing to do with the
Second Amendment, it’s about
gun violence,” Gov. Florio said.
He said New Jersey has the tough-
est assault weapons ban in the
nation, which was accomplished
in the early 1990s during his
administration and which with-
stood a Republican-led repeal of
the ban that Gov. Florio vetoed.

“Many legitimate
sportsmen…are embarrassed by
the NRA (National Rifle Associa-
tion), whose answer to gun vio-

lence is to say that we should
have more guns. That makes no
sense,” Mr. Florio said. He said
the “real motivation” by the NRA
is profits being made by gun
manufacturers and gun dealers.

Sheriff Froehlich said the
shooter in Connecticut had a clip
that had a capacity of 30 rounds
of ammunition.

“I cannot understand people
that strive so much to develop
and have killing machines for
people that should not have those
killing machines,” the sheriff said,
noting that in addition to high-
capacity weapons, armor pierc-
ing ammunition that can pierce
armor worn by police officers is
available for purchase. “It doesn’t
make sense,” Sheriff Froehlich
said.

Michael Pohle, whose son was
killed in the mass shooting at
Virginia Tech University in 2007,
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FOCUS ON GUN VIOLENCE...Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, center, speaks
at a press conference Monday in Cranford by Mayors Against Illegal Guns to
announce plans to lobby Congress for federal legislation aimed at ending gun
violence. Among those pictured in the front row are: New Providence Mayor J.
Brooke Hern, Cranford Mayor Thomas H. Hannen, Jr., Westfield Council-
woman Jo Ann Neylan and Roselle Mayor Jamel Holley.

CF Board OKs Rebuilding
Of Fire Ravaged Home
By P. JUSTIN FAHEY
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CRANFORD – The township’s
zoning board of adjustment on
Monday took up a request for
variances by the owner of a home
at 217 North Avenue, West, which
was destroyed by a four-alarm
fire last June.

The original Victorian home was
built in 1900 and is owned by
Jeanette Billson, who has lived
there for 40 years. Her husband
purchased the home before they
were married in 1950. Mrs. Billson
lived there with her three adult
children. Since the fire, they have
been renting an apartment.

The requested variance was for
height and the number of sto-
ries. The Cranford town code al-
lows for a maximum height of 32
feet and a maximum of two-and-
a-half stories. The plans for the

new home called for a height of
37 feet and three stories.

According to architect Hildie
Lazar of Lazar Architecture in
Westfield, who represented Mrs.
Billson, before the fire, the home
had three stories and was 39 feet
high. The third floor was used as
an office, a recreation room and
for storage. Ms. Lazar pointed
out how important this space
was due to the small lot size and
number of occupants. She said
the new proposal aimed to re-
store the home as closely as
possible to the original struc-
ture.

The first floor of the proposed
new home would have a front
entry area, small living room,
small dining room, laundry room,
full bathroom and a new side
entrance. Before the fire, the
home had a one-story room on
the rear of the house, which Ms.
Lazar described as probably hav-

called out Rep. Leonard Lance
(R-7th), his Congressman, as
being “silent” on the issue of gun
violence other than to post “an
occasional note on his website
saying he is ‘open to the discus-
sion.”

“He is a coward,” Mr. Pohle
said. “This (issue) demands ac-
tion. We should not allow 50
percent of our guns to be sold
free and clear so that somebody
can go back, rearm themselves”
while also reselling other
weapons.“My son’s head was
nearly blown off. Enough is
enough,” Mr. Pohle said.

Also attending Monday’s press
conference were: Scotch Plains
Mayor Kevin Glover, New Provi-

dence Mayor Brooke Hern, Union
Mayor Clifton People, Elizabeth
Mayor Chris Bollwage, Plainfield
Mayor Sharon Robinson-Briggs
and Westfield Councilwoman Jo
Ann Neylan, as well as mayors
from Aberdeen, Cherry Hill,
Edison, Maplewood, Washington
Township and Lake Como, state
Senator Ray Lesniak (D-20, Eliza-
beth), Assemblywoman Linda
Stender (D-22, Scotch Plains),
Assemblywoman Annette
Quijano (D-20, Elizabeth) and
Cranford Township Committee-
men Ed O’Malley and Kevin
Campbell.

Mayors Against Illegal Guns also
has launched a website,
DemandAPlan.org.
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