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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Seeding selections for the Union
County Tournament (UCT) are
just around the corner and sev-
eral bouts in the showdown be-
tween the hosting Westfield High
School wrestling team and the
Cranford Cougars on January 9
played a major role in which
wrestlers would gain a more fa-
vorable slot.

The Cougars came into the
match with a 9-2 record and
ranked as the No. 1 team in the
county, but the Blue Devils found
the right fit to win nine of 14 bouts
and to roll to a 39-18 victory.

After Blue Devil Anthony Aldana
recorded a takedown and a semi-
Peterson roll reversal to defeat
David Busch, 4-1, in the first bout
of the evening at 126-lbs, sparks
would fly immediately in a highly
anticipated bout at 132-lbs be-
tween Cougar Gavin Murray and
Matt Barber. Murray was awarded
a takedown at the edge of the
mat. Barber escaped but was also
penalized a point. Murray added
another takedown to take a 5-1
lead into the second period. Bar-
ber escaped in the second period
and Murray escaped in the third
to earn a 6-2 decision.

“We knew I needed to get the
win there for the team. Over the
summer, I worked a lot on my
feet, because top I had pretty
well and I needed to get better
on my feet. He likes to mix it up.

It was a brawl,” Murray said.
Blue Devil Vin DiFillippo re-

corded a side single takedown, a
Claw tilt and a reversal to claim a
7-1 decision over Nick Frediani
at 138-lbs then Nick Velez re-
corded a takedown and a

backdoor reversal to defeat Cou-
gar Corey Birch, 4-0, at 145-lbs.

At 152-lbs, Cougar freshman
Nico Cappello, recent winner at
the Bloomfield Tournament,
faced Nick Rotondo, second in
the UCT at 138-lbs last year.

Cappello recorded a takedown at
the mat’s edge in the first period
and escaped in the third to grab

BULGER,  VELEZ, ARNOLD WIN KEY BOUTS; MURRAY, CAPPELLO, MARKOVITCH WIN BIG

Blue Devil Matmen Win Big in Clash with Cougars, 39-18
a 3-0 decision.

Blue Devil Colin Barber, ranked
fifth in the state at 160-lbs, re-
corded an escape and a knee-pry,
spin around takedown in the sec-
ond period and went on to earn a
4-2 decision over Jim Dwyer.

Cougar Corey Markovitch re-
corded the first bonus points of the
evening when he clamped Kevin
Frega in a cradle in 2:53 at 170-lbs
to tie the team score 12-12.

“I knew it was going to be a
close match. They are a good
team. We needed to get the bo-
nus points, which we didn’t do,
and we gave up matches that we
shouldn’t have. A lot of people
wrestled hard, but there were
others who gave up pins. It didn’t
distribute equally throughout our
team how we wrestled,”
Markovitch said.

Blue Devil Brian Bulger got the
bonus points right back and im-
proved to 11-0 when he used a
double-arm bar stack to pin Matt
Russo in 56 seconds at 182-lbs.
Bulger had also won the Nutley
Tournament and Panther Invita-
tional Tournament 182-lb titles.

Another crucial bout came next
between Blue Devil Nick Arnold
and Rob Kessler at 195-lbs. After
a scoreless but very active first
period, Kessler escaped then
Arnold escaped in the third pe-
riod and added a takedown to
grab a 3-1 victory.

“I wanted to keep it close, wear
him down and win at the end. He
was in on a leg, and then he fell
loose and I got my points,” said
Arnold, who added, “I knew ev-
eryone just had to do their job.
That’s what it’s about and get the
win. It was a great win tonight.”

With Westfield leading, 21-12,
Cougar Jeff Weiss (second in Dis-
trict 11 at 220-lbs last year)
needed bonus points badly and
was seemingly on his way with a
7-1 lead but Cotter Spurlock de-
nied him the opportunity with a
takedown in the third period at
220-lbs. Weiss won, 8-3.

After a scoreless first period,
Blue Devil heavyweight Kyle
Kania alertly shot a half nelson
after a reversal and pinned Jon
ElKhoury in 3:17. Nick Kalimtzis
sealed the victory for the 5-1
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
AN INTENSE SHOWDOWN…Blue Devil Matt Barber attempts to escape the grasp of Cougar Gavin Murray in their
132-lb bout. Murray recorded a 6-2 decision.
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