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CALL TO FIND OUT MORE!

®

getinshapeforwomen.com

Our unique combination is 
scientifically proven to work.

Career and Franchise Opportunities Available

Weight Training 
Cardio

Nutrition
Accountability

Can’t wait 
until  the 26th? 

Come in early and
mention the open
house and we will

still give you 
$100 OFF!

Arianne Simeone, 
Age 31

Stay At Home Mom,
Lost 35 lbs

327 South Avenue

Westfield, NJ 07090

Across from Train Station

Free Parking in Back!

(908) 228-2084

Not Just Another Day at the Beach for
Westfield Community Players

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – While die-hard
football fans were glued to their TV
sets on Sunday afternoon, January
13, local theatre lovers were en-
grossed in Westfield Community
Players’ latest production, The Dixie
Swim Club, a Nicholas Hope, Jamie
Wooten and Jessie Jones comedy
directed by Wanda S. Maragni. In
the pattern of such plays as Same
Time Next Year and Vanities, the
main characters meet annually —
this time in a beach cottage on the
Outer Banks of North Carolina.

An August weekend finds five
Southern pals, who were swim team-
mates in college, reuniting to catch
up on their friends’ activities. The
action takes them from their 40s to
their 70s for a pleasant journey, shar-
ing their dreams and heartaches with
the audience.

Having the most fun on stage play-
ing Lexie is Debbie Badal. Her char-

acter is a man-crazy woman who
prides herself on staying in shape.
The universe is supposed to revolve
around her. She has undergone plas-
tic surgery for just about everything
and goes through as many husbands
as Elizabeth Taylor. Just like the
sex-crazed Blanche Devereaux of
TV’s “Golden Girls” fame, she still
has her eye out for another mate
even when she reaches senior citi-
zen status.

The organizer of these women and
their annual weekend activities is
Sheree, nicely played by Renee
Litwin. Sheree is a health food freak
who foists her weird hors d’oeuvres
on her friends who dump them out
the window when she is not looking.
She was the team’s captain in col-
lege and falls naturally into the role
of the leader in their relationship.

The biggest surprise of the night
for the group is when Jeri Neal (the
buoyant Keyren Burgess) whom they
know as a 44-year-old nun comes to

the weekend eight and a half months
pregnant. She hasn’t kept in touch
with the others for almost a year
because she wants to surprise them
that she had left the convent. Sur-
prise is not the word for it.

Linda Hatcher owns the role of
Dinah with class and ease. Dinah,
the teammate who has become a
lawyer, is career-oriented and real-
izes that maybe she has sacrificed
her personal life for becoming part-
ner and breaking through the glass
ceiling of corporate America. This
lawyer, who admits to scaring men
because of her aggression, loves a
cocktail even if it is 9:30 in the
morning. One of Ms. Hatcher’s fin-
est moments is a tender monologue
about her broken pearl necklace. The
actress’s sensitivity and poignancy
shine through.

Mary Webb spouts the funniest
lines of the night as the lovable char-
acter Vernadette. This Southern gal’s
life is, as one of the friends men-

tions, “one country song af-
ter another.” In every scene,
she enters with another view
of calamity that seems to fol-
low her. With kids who are
constantly in jail and a beer-
drinking husband and a
Southern drawl thick enough
to cut with a butter knife,
Vernadette is a pretty ver-
sion of Honey Boo Boo’s
mother. Her favorite thing to
do is eat and is perfectly com-
fortable whipping up a batch
of her biscuits during an
impending hurricane. Ms.
Webb’s delivery of her
monologue on the biscuits
stopped the Sunday matinee
with thunderous applause.

Great pacing and fine act-
ing pull the comedy together.
“The Dixie Swim Club” is
not just about female friend-

ship, but also about the trials of
growing old that are experienced by
men and women alike. This slice of
life, beautifully presented, by the
Westfield Community Players, runs
through January 18 and 19.

Susan Myrill Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CHECKING ON THE PAST…Women on a college swim team reunite each
August in Westfield Community Players’ production of The Dixie Swim Club.
The comedy, which runs January 18 and 19, is directed by Wanda Maragni and
produced by JoAnne Lemenille. Pictured seated, left to right, are: Lexie (Debbie
Badal) and Dinah (Linda Hatcher). Standing, left to right, are: Sheree (Renee
Litwin), Vernadette (Mary Webb) and Jeri Neal (Keyren Burgess).

WCW Hosts Heirloom
Show and Tell

WESTFIELD — Members of the
Antiques Department of the Woman’s
Club of Westfield met recently at the
Masonic Lodge in Westfield where
treasured family and collected ar-
ticles were shared and talked about.
There was much to be learned about
and appreciated.

One of the highlights was a bottle
that had been saved after the 1871
Chicago fire. Clemmie Tabor shared
the item and explained that the bottle
had been flattened by most probably a
wagon wheel, but did not break be-
cause of the high temperature of the
glass caused by the flames. There were
several other cherished pieces with in-
teresting history and stories to be told.

HEIRLOOM SHOW AND TELL…Members of the Antiques Department of the
Woman’s Club of Westfield met recently at the Masonic Lodge in Westfield
where treasured family and collected articles were shared and talked about.
Pictured, left to right, are: Gloria Abitante, Ruth Positan, Dolores Geisow, Nancy
Yingling, Marjorie Wieseman, Clemmie Tabor, Sue Carroll, Sally Brown and
Lorraine Forgus.

Westfield High School to Hold
Jersey Shore Benefit Concert

WESTFIELD – Westfield High
School (WHS) will be host a benefit
concert to raise money for Superstorm
Sandy relief efforts at the Jersey Shore
on Friday, January 25, in the Westfield
High School auditorium. Doors open
at 6:30 p.m. and the concert begins at
7 p.m. The concert is being organized
by a team of faculty, staff and stu-
dents from the high school.

The four bands that will be playing
are The Flying Dogs of Jupiter,
Hammond, The Static Jacks and Tran-
sit Radio. All the bands have roots in
Westfield, and a large part of the
evening will be run by student volun-

teers. All proceeds will go towards
relief efforts, as well as the Westfield
High School Helping Hands Fund.

Tickets are $20 for adults and $10
for students, including middle and
high school. Tickets can be purchased
at the door or in the main office of
WHS. Donations can be made out to
WHS with “Relief Efforts” on the
memo line. Mailed donations can be
sent to Westfield High School, c/o
Lori Scicolone, 550 Dorian Road
Westfield, N.J., 07090.

More information can be found at
our website whsbenefit.weebly.com.
Thank you so much for your help.

Celebration Singers to
Hold Choir Auditions

CRANFORD — The Celebration
Singers Adult Choir will be holding
auditions at the Cranford United
Methodist Church at the corners of
Walnut and Lincoln Avenues in
Cranford, on Tuesday, January 29,
from 7 to 9 p.m. by appointment
only. The choir is currently seeking
individuals singing the tenor and
bass parts only.

The Adult Choir welcomes sing-
ers ages 18 years and older of all
experience levels and of all vocal
ranges to audition. The ability to
read music is a plus but not a re-
quirement as is prior choral experi-
ence. Male part voices are strongly
encouraged to audition. Rehearsals
are on Tuesday evenings from 8 to
10 p.m.

The Celebration Singers Youth
Choirs will be holding auditions on
Tuesday, January 22, from 5 to 7
p.m. at the Cranford United
Methodist Church, and on Monday,
January 28, at Park Middle School
in Scotch Plains from 4 to 5 p.m.
Auditions will be held by
appointment only. Email
jeninotemusic@gmail.com to
schedule an audition.

The Children’s Choir ranges in
age from 9 to 14 years; the Middle
C’s is comprised of experienced
choral singers ages 14 and up (male
changed voices in eighth grade and
up; female voices ninth grade and
up). The Youth Choirs offer a place
where children and adolescents can
learn and hone musical skills,
experience various styles of music,
and perform with a wide range of
ages. Rehearsals for both Youth
Choirs is Tuesday evenings as
follows: Children’s Choir 6:30-7:30
p.m.; Middle C’s 7:45-8:45 p.m.

The Celebration Singers perform
many musical genres from Classi-
cal to Broadway, from pop and jazz
to gospel. Started in 1938 as the
ESSO Choristers, The Celebration

Singers have enjoyed a busy and
interesting 74-year journey. High-
lights included singing at the
World’s Fair in 1962, at Chicago
Symphony Hall, at the National
Cathedral in Washington, D.C., and
three times at Carnegie Hall. They
also toured Austria, Germany, and
Prague during the summer of 2008,
and England and Scotland during
the summer of 2011. Currently there
are members representing eight dif-
ferent counties throughout New
Jersey, and also members traveling from
New York.

Funding for the Celebration Singers
is made possible in part by the New
Jersey State Council for the Arts, De-
partment of State, through a grant ad-
ministered by the Union County Office
of Cultural and Heritage Affairs.

For more information, visit celebra-
tion-singers.org, or email
celebrationsingers@hotmail.com or
leave a phone message at (908) 241-
8200.

LEGALLY BLONDE...Members of the Pineda Conservatory’s Center Stage perform in the 2012 production of Legally
Blonde.

Pineda Conservatory to Hold
Auditions for Summer Program

CRANFORD — The Pineda
Conservatory’s Center Stage Pro-
gram for talented high school stu-
dents is holding auditions for its
five-week summer program that in-
cludes fully staged productions of
Guys and Dolls and On Air Live! 50
Years of Rockin’ Hits! The Center
Stage program runs from July 1 to
August 4 (closed July 4-8), Mon-
day through Friday, 12:30 to 5:30
p.m. at the Cranford Dramatic Club
Theatre in Cranford. The training
program includes acting, dance,
vocal and audition training. The
staff includes choreographer Chris-
topher Johnson (Radio City Christ-
mas Spectacular, Chicago), Ra-
Sean Holloway (A Chorus Line,
Radio City Christmas Spectacular),
director Juan Pineda (Broadway’s Miss
Saigon), vocal coach Valerie Pineda
(Manhattan School of Music), direc-
tor and choreographer Fausto Pineda
(King and I, Grease) and vocal coach
Patricia Pineda (VCU).

Enrollment is limited and accep-
tance is by audition only. Former
Pineda Conservatory students have
been accepted into some of the
nation’s leading college theatre pro-
grams and conservatories and have
gone on to appear in professional
theatres and opera houses around
the country.

Auditions are being held on Sat-
urday and Sunday, February 9 and
10, and Sunday, February 24, by
appointment only for students en-
tering ninth grade and up. Appoint-
ments can be made by calling (908)
731-1377 or by online submission
at www.pinedaconservatory.com/

Audition-Request.html.
Prepare 16 bars of a musical the-

atre up-tempo and 16 bars of a mu-
sical theatre ballad that shows range
and acting ability. Participants may
not be asked to sing both. Vocal
auditions will be followed by a
group movement and dance call.
Those auditioning should bring
dance clothing (comfortable clothes
and dance shoes/sneakers). It is rec-
ommended that all students dress
professional for the audition. You
will be given time to change. The
audition process will take approxi-
mately two hours. If necessary, call
backs will be scheduled on Febru-
ary 24. Students selected will be
given one week to accept their spots
or they will be forfeited to our wait-
ing list.

On Air Live! is a fully staged
musical tribute to the rock n’ roll

Pineda to Hold Audition
For Talented Young Singers

and pop hits of the last 50 years.
This show includes everyone se-
lected for the program, and features
those who do not have leads in
Guys and Dolls. The show is writ-
ten specifically for the students fea-
tured and has two fully staged per-
formances. Everyone in the pro-
gram also participates in the main
stage production of Guys and Dolls.
Some roles may be double, triple or
quadruple cast.

 The Pineda Summer Conserva-
tory also holds a five-week morn-
ing program for middle school stu-
dents featuring a production of The
Little Mermaid Jr. and for students
in elementary grades two through
five with a production of 101
Dalmations.

For more information visit
www.pinedaconservatory.com or
call (908) 731-1377.

CRANFORD - The Pineda Lyric
Opera Young Artists is holding au-
ditions for talented singers ages 10
to 18, for a special production of
Mozart’s “The Magic Flute.” The
production will be performed at the
Cranford Dramatic Club Theatre in
Cranford on Friday and Saturday,
June 7 and 8. Those selected will
join the Pineda Lyric Opera Young
Artist program of weekly Friday
evening classes in a tuition free
program.

The opera will be fully staged

with a small orchestra. The direc-
tors have made specific changes to
some parts of the opera to make it
more suitable for young singers.

Auditions will be held Friday,
February 1, at 7 p.m. at the First
United Methodist Church at 1171
Terrill Road in Scotch Plains.

Those auditioning should prepare
32 bars of art song or aria in any
language, or musical theatre. Those
called back will be asked to sing
more. Because of the difficulty of
some roles, some parts of the show
will be transposed into lower keys
to be more suitable for young sing-
ers.

Rehearsals will be held Friday
evenings, with some weekend re-
hearsals closer to the performances
in June.

The cast breakdown is as fol-
lows: Tamino (tenor) prince;
Papageno (baritone) bird catcher;
comic role, Monostatos (tenor); a
Moor, chief slave of the temple,
Sarastro (bass, bass baritone or
mezzo); High Priest, Pamina (so-
prano); daughter of Queen of the
Night, in love with Tamino,
Papagena (soprano); bird girl, ro-
mantic interest to Papageno, Queen
of the Night (soprano – aria’s will
be lowered); Three Ladies: (sopra-
nos one and two - mezzo); fiery
servants to the Queen of the Night -
fun large parts - two priests (tenor
and bari or soprano and mezzo),
judgmental fortune tellers, three
spirits (younger singers who can
hold harmony well) – help and guide
the Prince, Princess, Ensemble of
slaves, priests of temple - all ages.

To sign up for an audition, email
pinedaconservatory@comcast.net
or call (908) 731-1377.


