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Promised Land
Goes Over Old Ground

2 and ½ popcorns
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

Until some economic genius in-
vents a great solution or we humans
evolve considerably, the problems
posed in director Gus Van Sant’s
Promised Land will continue to
plague us. Civilization’s ever-
changing financial systems can’t
help but strew new batches of win-
ners and losers throughout the land-
scape, upsetting our lifestyles along
the way.

 In this specific microcosm, the
ever-declining feasibility of small
farm America and new, game-alter-
ing discoveries of natural gas be-
neath those compromised meadows
and fields have intersected with dra-
matic consequence. Arriving to
profit from the resultant opportu-
nity is Matt Damon’s Steve Butler,
gas company deal closer
extraordinaire.

 He’s a nice guy in a questionable
occupation. Being interviewed at
movie’s outset for a major promo-
tion, we get a snapshot. The victim
of a Caterpillar plant closing back
in Iowa that reverberated through
an agrarian community dependent
on jobs to subsidize its fading way
of life, he is a staunch realist who
peddles his background with a ven-
geance.

 Shades of the much more so-
phisticated and fanciful Local Hero
(1983), about Big Oil trying to buy
up a small Scottish village, here the
venue is rural Pennsylvania, and
the 9-billion dollar company look-
ing to have its way is a natural gas
titan named Global. No surprise,
Steve’s incursion is met with the
gamut of reactions. For this, he is
prepared.

 However, he isn’t quite ready for
the wild card that presents itself in
the form of John Krasinski’s Dustin
Noble, the energetic point man for
Athena, a heretofore unfamiliar en-
vironmental group. While Steve has
come up against such opposition in
the past, this pesky adversary is
hard to figure. Soon combatants,
they battle for adherents.

 Aiding Steve in his mission is
wisecracking colleague, Sue
Thomason, played with cynical wit
by Frances McDormand. A single
mom evincing not nearly a soupçon
of the compassion we at times de-
tect in Steve’s eyes, she’s about the
commissions. Add to these perso-
nae Rosemary Dewitt as Alice, the
local schoolmarm, and the formula
is in place.

 Expect neither great surprises nor
some philosophically profound an-
swer to the conundrum in question.
Indeed, fracking, the method by
which Global unearths the land’s hid-
den treasure, remains controversial.
Steve begrudgingly acknowledges
that, but in the same breath contends,
plain and simple, if you’re not for
gas, then you’re for coal and oil.

 Thus, once again, we are pre-
sented, thanks to the 1st Amend-
ment exemplified in film, with yet

another feature length mulling of
Hobson’s choice. But then that’s
part of being human. We’re peren-
nially figuring how many angels
will fit on the head of a pin, a habit
begun in our superstitious past and
now applied to our so-called en-
lightened present.

 Expectedly, the townsfolk take
sides. It’s the eco contingent fol-
lowing the lead of local wise man
Frank Yates (Hal Holbrook) - now
suddenly abetted by Krasinski’s op-
erative - against the realists, prag-
matists and a sprinkling of rather
unsavory opportunists. Hence, if
one is a thinking person, you just
can’t help being a little betwixt and
between.

 Fact is, we like Steve, probably
because he is the everyman in all of
us… a regular sort trying to find the
path between altruism and practi-
cality. When he takes more than
just a business interest in teacher
Alice, but finds his affections im-
peded by the nervy Dustin, he seems
the underdog. But sorry, can’t tell
you about the twist that’s in store.

 Suffice it to note that having the
gray area of the plot overlaid with
the uncertainties represented by the
drama’s natural enemies supplies
an elevating element to the sce-
nario. A solid portrayal by Mr.
Krasinski, who co-wrote the screen-
play with Mr. Damon, lends new
invigoration to what is essentially
an old cliché in currently topical
clothing.

 Good supporting performances
establish the local color and per-
sonalize the quandaries confront-
ing the citizens of the Pennsylvania
burg. Tensions rise. To frack or not
to frack? It’s a loaded question,
delivered with an implied insult to
a long cherished heritage. The gas
company didn’t create the economic
crisis, but it sure is taking advan-
tage of it.

 Global is an apt name for the
megalomaniacal corporation in this
metaphor. Count on a steady stream
of such commiserative dramas as
we struggle and adjust to doing
business in a continually expand-
ing world economy. All of which is
but a variation on a recurring theme:
man against the machine and the
attempt to preserve humankind’s
dignity.

 I think we’ll win in the long run,
though it could take a few centu-
ries. You see, we have it in us, a
hopeful notion tendered in this and
almost all films about the daunting
odds our species must continually
overcome. And rest assured, after
we find a solution to the woes out-
lined in Promised Land, you have
my good word we’ll be on to the
next dilemma.

…
Promised Land, rated R, is a Fo-

cus Features release directed by Gus
Van Sant and stars Matt Damon,
John Krasinski and Frances
McDormand. Running time: 136
minutes

PAJAMA PROGRAM…Preschool students at the Coles School in Scotch Plains
collected new pajamas to donate to the Pajama Program, a non-profit organiza-
tion that provides new pajamas to needy children. Each time a pair of pajamas
is donated, the Scholastic Book Club donates a book to the program. A total of
18 pairs of pajamas were collected in Laura Kelk’s and in Jennifer Pipher’s
classes. The pajamas will be given to children in Union County. The students were
very happy and proud to help in the collecting and packaging of the pajamas!Arizona, WF Students Help

Hurricane Sandy Victims

REACHING OUT…Third grade students in Tucson, Arizona’s Hudlow El-
ementary School display a few of the handmade scarves the class made to help
Jersey Shore residents displaced by Hurricane Sandy stay warm this winter. The
delivery of the items to Union Beach was made possible through the intervention
of the Westfield Public Schools.

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Public School community has been
very active over the past few months
providing help to New Jersey resi-
dents seriously affected by Hurri-
cane Sandy. Every one of the
district’s 11 buildings has held vari-
ous fundraisers resulting in dona-
tions of food, cleaning products, gift
cards, toys and school supplies,
working in conjunction with relief
agencies throughout the State. So
far, $23,000 has been contributed
through individual and school-wide
efforts.

One of the more unexpected relief
efforts began more than 2,000 miles
from Westfield. A few days after
Hurricane Sandy hit New Jersey, the
Westfield School District was con-
tacted by Debra Barnes, a teacher in
Arizona whose father grew up in
Westfield. Ms. Barnes wanted to help
the New Jersey Shore, where she
had fond memories of spending time
as a child with her grandfather. She
inspired her third grade class in Tuc-
son to make scarves and another
class to make blankets to keep Sandy
victims at the Jersey shore warm

Tamaques School Celebrates
50th Anniversary

WESTFIELD - Tamaques Elemen-
tary School in Westfield is commemo-
rating its 50th anniversary with a se-
ries of school and community-wide
celebrations, which began in the fall
and will continue through the remain-
der of the school year.

The festivities kicked off with  ap-
proximately 450 students, faculty and
staff donning specially designed an-
niversary t-shirts and coming together
to form the number 50. Professional
photographer and Tamaques parent,
Derek Evans, captured the moment
for posterity. The aerial-view, “50
Photo” will be on display in the school
lobby, and copies of the photo will be
available to all Tamaques families.

“Everyone at Tamaques, from stu-
dents to teachers and staff – was given
a 50th commemorative t-shirt as a
birthday gift from the PTO,” explained
Tamaques Principal Mike Cullen. “It
was the perfect way to link our school’s
landmark birthday with each member
of the Tamaques community, and pre-
serve the spirit of the celebration
through the ‘50 Photo.’”

With the arrival of this milestone
anniversary, the Tamaques commu-
nity has also strived to ensure that the
school will continue to grow and
evolve well beyond its 50th year. Inte-
gral to achieving this goal has been
the construction of the Tamaques
Garden and future opening of the
Tamaques Outdoor Classroom.

The garden, which features mul-
tiple beds growing a seasonal rotation
of herbs, flowers, fruits and vegetables,
earned initial funding through grants
from the New Jersey Agricultural
Society and Whole Foods, and has
continued to thrive thanks to the gen-
erosity of local businesses such as
Bartell’s Farm and Garden Supply,
Scape-Abilities, Parker Gardens and
the Home Depot of Colonia, all of
which donated valuable materials,
equipment and manpower.

“The garden has offered endless
curriculum applications,” said Frank

Fuzy, third grade teacher and faculty
leader for the Tamaques Garden.
“Moreover, we’re finding that stu-
dents are developing a more tangible
connection to – and appreciation for –
the environment. We’ve witnessed the
children planting seeds, making pre-
dictions and observations about how
and when they will grow, then har-
vesting what’s been planted and sam-
pling a meal made from what they’ve
grown. It’s been a genuine garden-to-
table experience.”

Set to be completed in the spring of
2013, the Tamaques Outdoor Class-
room will be the first of its kind in
Westfield. Designed by Tamaques
parent Gregory Blasi of Palimpsest
Architectural Design, this open-air
learning center will not only trans-
form the school’s façade, but also
give students the opportunity to re-
ceive academic instruction in a unique,
multi-sensory environment.

“The Outdoor Classroom is the
culmination of a two-plus year col-
laboration between the Board of Edu-
cation, Tamaques faculty, staff and
dedicated parents like Mr. Blasi, all
of whom devoted their time and tal-
ents to making the classroom a real-
ity,” said Principal Cullen. “The Out-
door Classroom will serve as a natu-
ral complement to the Tamaques Gar-
den, enabling students to learn about
everything from math, to science, to
language arts, in an entirely new
way.”

The Tamaques Outdoor Classroom
will be unveiled during a grand open-
ing celebration in the spring.
Tamaques families, alumni, town of-
ficials, and the wider Westfield com-
munity will all be invited to attend.

To learn more about the Tamaques
Garden and Outdoor Classroom, as
well as additional 50th anniversary
activities, contact Carisa Strauss at
carisastrauss@gmail.comor Cheryl
Kelesoglu at
crkelesoglu@gmail.com of the
Tamaques PTO.

Masterwork Chorus to
Present Mozart’s Requiem

MADISON - On Saturday evening,
January 26, at 8 p.m., Music Director
Andrew Megill will lead The Master-
work Chorus and Orchestra in a per-
formance of Mozart’s beloved cho-
ral masterpiece, “Requiem,” at the
Dorothy Young Center for the Arts,
Drew University, Madison.

The program also includes “Songs
of Rest,” a cappella works by Ralph
Vaughan Williams, Frank Ticheli,
C.H. H. Parry, and John Tavener that
embrace the promise of eternal peace
and a Beethoven Elegy (Opus 118)
for voices and string quartet.

Tickets are $36 (seniors 70 and
over), $40 (individual ticket), and
$75 (Golden Circle ticket featuring
special seating and a pre- concert
champagne reception that begins at 7
p.m.) All tickets are available at
masterwork.org.

The Chorus invites strong choral

singers interested in auditioning to
attend rehearsal on Wednesday, Janu-
ary 16, to listen and to schedule their
Wednesday, January 30, audition.
Details including time and location
are available at masterwork.org or
by calling Kearney Vrabel, member-
ship chair, at (609) 670-7068 or
membership@masterwork.org.

The rehearsal on January 16 will
provide a unique opportunity for po-
tential members to experience Mae-
stro Megill’s artistry and passion.
Recognized as one of the leading
choral conductors of his generation,
Mr. Megill is also teacher and men-
tor to his choruses, inspiring singers
to higher and higher standards and to
the generous sharing of their music
and its story with members of the
audience. he has been music director
of The Masterwork Chorus since
2000.

Home School Assoc.
Plans Comedy Night
SCOTCH PLAINS – St.

Bartholomew Academy Home
School Association will present its
third annual Night of Comedy fea-
turing three professional comedi-
ans, Don MacArthur, Vinnie
Nardiello and Teddy Daniels. It will
take place on Friday, January 25, in
the St. Bartholomew Academy gym-
nasium, located at 2032 Westfield
Avenue in Scotch Plains.

Doors will open at 6:45 p.m.; a
social hour will start at 7 p.m., and
the show will begin at 8 p.m. Ad-
mission is $25 per person, which
includes the show, as well as beer,
wine, soda, coffee, tea and dessert.
Attendees are invited to bring their
own tailgate-style food. Table res-
ervations for parties of eight or more
are available. Tickets should be pur-
chased in advance by contacting
lrogalin@yahoo.com or (908) 322-
4017. Individuals must be 21 years
or older to attend.

Photo courtesy of Derek Evans
GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY…Tamaques Elementary School in Westfield, which is commemorating its 50th Anniversary
with a series of school and community-wide events, kicked off its celebrations with approximately 450 students, faculty and
staff donning specially designed anniversary t-shirts and coming together to form the number 50.

Studio Yoga to Offer Free
Yoga Classes January 27

this winter.
Arrangements were made for Joe

Paradise, a teacher at McKinley
School and an active volunteer, to
receive 124 scarves and 12 blankets
which he donated to an organiza-
tion called Union Beach (UB) Santa.
According to Mr. Paradise, UB
Santa was very appreciative of the
scarves and blankets.

The third grade teacher from Tuc-
son told of how excited her students
were to help. She explained that the
students live in such a different cli-
mate where they only experience a
heavy rainfall about once a year.
She wrote in one of her e-mails,
“So, this has been a project with
many teachable moments. The mo-
ment that I hope lasts the longest is
helping others and reaching out to
those in need. Thank you so much
for all that you are doing for the
families. New Jersey has a special
place in my heart.”

MADISON - Studio Yoga will host
its annual Open House to be held
Sunday, January 27, between 12 Noon
and 6 p.m. Everyone is welcome.
During this time, there will be a wide
variety of free mini-classes and per-
formances for children and adults. In
addition, there will be refreshments
and raffles for free classes. Studio
Yoga is located on the second floor of
Two Green Village Road in down-
town Madison.

Throughout the day participants
can enjoy a different yoga class every
hour, including Yoga for Everyone,
Vinyasa, Chair Yoga, and classes for
kids and teens. Studio Yoga staff in-
structors will also offer mini-classes
in Zumba, Pilates, Hoop Dance, Hula
Hips, Belly Dance, Floor Barre and
Tai Chi.

New this year will be mini-classes in

Body Mind Centering, and Mindful
Eating.

Come prepared to shop! There will
be various artists displaying their de-
signs for sale. For a small fee, threading
and henna tattoos will also be available.

The highlight of the day will be a
belly dance performance presented by
Tasha and her dancers. The numbers
feature cabaret-style belly dance stu-
dents demonstrating this fun and ac-
cessible dance form.

Studio Yoga is offering a 25 percent
discount on five, 10, and 25 class cards
purchased the day of the Open House.

For more information, and a sched-
ule of the day’s activities please contact
Studio Yoga visit studioyoganj.com of
call (973) 966-5311. The office and
Yoga Prop Shop are open Monday
through Thursday, 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.,
Friday and Saturday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Junior Musical Club Auditions

Set for Sunday, February 3

MUSIC CLUB…The Junior Musical Club will hold its second audition of the
year on Sunday, February 3. Pictured, members of the club meet during the
recent holidays.

WESTFIELD - The Junior Musi-
cal Club is dedicated to providing
performance opportunities for teen-
aged classical musicians. The club
will hold the second audition of the
academic year on Sunday, February
3, in the early evening. The audi-
tions will take place at the home of
Beverly Shea, 2121 Princeton Av-
enue, Scotch Plains.

Auditions are open to students cur-
rently in the eighth through twelfth
grade who live in Westfield and
nearby communities. The audition
must include two pieces of contrast-
ing style, and memorization of some
portion of a piece is encouraged.

To obtain an audition appoint-
ment, the student should contact
Neeraj Shekhar, Auditions Chair-
person, by phone (908) 917-1164
or by email at
Juniormusicalclub@gmail.com.

The student must make arrange-
ments for an accompanist and bring
a music stand (as needed). If the

student is unable to find an accom-
panist, he or she should contact
Neeraj or, alternatively, Mrs. Shea
at (908) 654-1036, for a list of pia-
nists or for any further information.

Westfield Community
Players

***
The Dixie Swim Club

***
Friday, January 18

8 p.m.

Closing Night —
Saturday, January 19

8 p.m.

(908) 232-1221
westfieldcommunityplayers.org


