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Blue Devil Matmen Slash Cougars, 39-18
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

better on my feet. He likes to mix it
up. It was a brawl,” Murray said.

Blue Devil Vin DiFillippo recorded
a side single takedown, a Claw tilt
and a reversal to claim a 7-1 decision
over Nick Frediani at 138-lbs then
Nick Velez recorded a takedown and
a backdoor reversal to defeat Cougar
Corey Birch, 4-0, at 145-lbs.

At 152-lbs, Cougar freshman Niko
Cappello, recent winner at the
Bloomfield Tournament, faced Nick
Rotondo, second in the UCT at 138-
lbs last year. Cappello recorded a
takedown at the mat’s edge in the first
period and escaped in the third to
grab a 3-0 decision.

Blue Devil Colin Barber, ranked
fifth in the state at 160-lbs, recorded
an escape and a knee-pry, spin around
takedown in the second period and
went on to earn a 4-2 decision over
Jim Dwyer.

Cougar Corey Markovitch recorded
the first bonus points of the evening
when he clamped Kevin Frega in a
cradle in 2:53 at 170-lbs to tie the
team score 12-12.

“I knew it was going to be a close
match. They are a good team. We
needed to get the bonus points, which
we didn’t do, and we gave up matches
that we shouldn’t have. A lot of people
wrestled hard, but there were others
who gave up pins. It didn’t distribute
equally throughout our team how we
wrestled,” Markovitch said.

Blue Devil Brian Bulger got the bo-
nus points right back and improved to
11-0 when he used a double-arm bar
stack to pin Matt Russo in 56 seconds at
182-lbs. Bulger had also won the Nutley
Tournament and Panther Invitational
Tournament 182-lb titles.

Another crucial bout came next
between Blue Devil Nick Arnold and
Rob Kessler at 195-lbs. After a score-
less but very active first period,
Kessler escaped then Arnold escaped
in the third period and added a
takedown to grab a 3-1 victory.

“I wanted to keep it close, wear him
down and win at the end. He was in on
a leg, and then he fell loose and I got
my points,” said Arnold, who added,
“I knew everyone just had to do their
job. That’s what it’s about and get the
win. It was a great win tonight.”

With Westfield leading, 21-12,
Cougar Jeff Weiss (second in District

11 at 220-lbs last year) needed bonus
points badly and was seemingly on
his way with a 7-1 lead but Cotter
Spurlock denied him the opportunity
with a takedown in the third period at
220-lbs. Weiss won, 8-3.

After a scoreless first period, Blue
Devil heavyweight Kyle Kania alertly
shot a half nelson after a reversal and
pinned Jon ElKhoury in 3:17. Nick
Kalimtzis sealed the victory for the 5-
1 Blue Devils when he pried Nick
Scaramuzzi to his back in 25 seconds
at 106-lbs. John Fuller used a bar
arm/half nelson to pin Cougar Chase
Gunther in 2:28 at 113-lbs.

Cougar Andrew Tompkins final-
ized the scoring when he got a sec-
ond-period reversal to defeat Yusef
Dwider, 2-0, at 120-lbs.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
126: — Aldana (W) d Busch, 4-1
132: — Murray (C) d Barber, 6-2
138: — DiFillippo (W) d Frediani, 7-1
145: — Velez (W) d Birch, 4-0
152: — Cappella (C) d Rotondo, 3-0
160: — Barber (W) d Dwyer, 4-2
170: — Markovitch (C) p Frega, 2:53
182: — Bulger (W) p Russo, :56
195: — Arnold (W) d Kessler, 3-1
220: — Weiss (C) d Spurlock, 8-3
Hwt: — Kania (W) p ElKhoury, 3:17
106: — Kalimtzis (W) p Scaramuzzi, :25
113: — Fuller (W) p Gunther, 2:28
120: — Tompkins (C) d Dwider, 2-0

CUNNINGHAM, RICE, RIDGE, MIRABELLA WIN BIG

Raider Matmen Manhandle
Elizabeth Minutemen, 49-24

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Facing unbeaten Elizabeth, the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
wrestling team stepped up in a big
way to deliver the Minutemen a 49-
24 defeat before a roaring crowd in
Scotch Plains on January 9.

Seniors Steve Carrion, Dein Rice,
junior Matt Ridge and sophomores JT
Bierne, Tom Cunningham, Brian
Lapham and Alex Mirabella were the
wrestlers to reap important bonus points.

In the opening bout, Raider heavy-
weight Anthony Tufaro faced tough
customer Joe Romeo and recorded a
takedown in the third period to earn a
3-1 decision. At 106-lbs, Raider
Jasmar Philippe seized a 7-1 lead on
Wesley Ortiz in the third period. Ortiz
answered with a series of moves to
move ahead, 8-7. Philippe answered
with a reversal with seconds remain-
ing to grab a 9-8 decision.

At 113-lbs, Bierne recorded a
takedown on Minuteman Jose
Rondon before showing him the light
over the top of the mat in 2:30 with a
half nelson.

At 120-lbs. Minuteman James
Thevenin amassed a 6-2 advantage
over Cunningham in the first period,

but Cunningham recorded two
takedowns and back points then pried
his opponent to his back in 4:37. The
Raiders took a 24-0 lead when Carrion
worked over Sergio Silva at 126-lbs
before showing him the lights at 4:44.

“JT wrestled really well.
Cunningham! That was a big pin for
him. Thevinin pinned him last year or,
at least, beat him out on points. Carrion
got off to a little bit of a slow start but
eventually jumped in at the right time,”
Raider Head Coach TJ Gavor said.

Lapham put on a clinic at 132-lbs
and amassed two takedowns and three
near-cradles to claim a 13-2, major-
ity decision over Willy Silva to up the
team score to 28-0.

“I was very upset with the way it
went. I should have done a lot more.
I was very unhappy in the way he
wrestled. I was working the entire six
minutes, and I just hate it when I have
to wrestle against kids who wrestle
not to get pinned. Very frustrating,”
said Lapham.

“Brian! What you see is what you
get with him. He just majors kids left
and right,” Coach Gavor said.

Two-straight Minutemen won via
pins then at 152-lbs. Rice, always
willing to get into the mix of things,

rocked Jonniel Bazan to sleepy land
with a gable in 5:50.

“I was using my doubles. He was a
strong kid with good defense and he
caught me a couple of times. I was
just working what I knew I could get.
I zoned for the two-on-one on the
arm, trying to work that and to get
him to his back. He got me to my
back, but at the end, I caught him and
put him to his back,” said Rice.

“Dein’s been a sledgehammer; he’s
been pinning everybody so far. I think
that’s 9-2 tonight for him and has
seven pins,” commented Coach Gavor.

At 160 lbs. Dom Pigna recorded two
takedowns and a reversal, in the second
period to defeat Ed Hurtares, 6-1.

“I really improved on my sprawl,
that helped a lot. He had a couple of
shots on me but none of them were
cleared, I don’t let anybody in. On
top, I rode him out, did what I could,
tried some bar-arms, tried some
halves, whatever works; just tried to
ride him out to finish the match,” said
a very happy Pigna.

Ridge looked smooth and deter-
mined in his bout when he put 170-lb.
Sergio Zurita to his back in 1:31 to
give the Raiders a 43-12 lead.

Probitas Verus Honos
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Fred Lecvomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ON A PINNING ROLL…Raider Dein Rice lifts Minuteman Jonniel Bazan off the mat and later sends him to sleepy land
with a gable in 5:50 in his 152-lb bout. Rice has been a pinning machine.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
AN INTENSE SHOWDOWN…Blue Devil Matt Barber attempts to escape the grasp of Cougar Gavin Murray in their 132-
lb bout. Murray recorded a 6-2 decision.


