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SCHOOL SAFETY…Westfield administrators discussed school safety at the first board of education meeting of the year.
Pictured, left to right, are: Michael Weissman, assistant superintendent of pupil personnel services and coordinator of the
Emergency Preparedness Committee; Margaret Dolan, superintendent of schools; Reid Edles, captain of the Westfield
Rescue Squad; Fire Chief Daniel J. Kelly; Police Chief David Wayman, and Police Lieutenant John Ricerca.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
FOCUS ON GUN VIOLENCE...Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, center, speaks
at a press conference Monday in Cranford by Mayors Against Illegal Guns to
announce plans to lobby Congress for federal legislation aimed at ending gun
violence. Among those pictured in the front row are: New Providence Mayor J.
Brooke Hern, Cranford Mayor Thomas H. Hannen, Jr., Westfield Council-
woman Jo Ann Neylan and Roselle Mayor Jamel Holley.

Correction
A news article on coverage of the

Westfield Board of Education meeting
in the January 10 issue of The Westfield
Leader should have stated that the cross-
ing guard at Edison Intermediate School
was directing motorists through the
stop sign on Grove at Rahway Avenue,
and not students as reported.

Mayors Push for Action by
Congress to End Gun Violence
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – A group of 14 New
Jersey mayors and other officials,
including former Governor Jim Florio
and Union County Sheriff Ralph
Froehlich, announced plans at a Mon-
day press conference in Cranford for
what they defined as “common-
sense” gun laws following the
Newtown, Conn., mass shootings that
resulted in the deaths of 20 school
children and six adults last month.

Mayors Against Illegal Guns, a
coalition founded in 2006 by New
York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg
and Boston Mayor Thomas Mannino,

has 800 members representing both
political parties and claims 900,000
grass-roots supporters, Cranford
Mayor Thomas Hannen said.

Roselle Mayor Jamel Holley said
the mayors have three legislative pri-
orities: background gun checks, ban-
ning military-style weapons and high-
capacity magazines, and to create a
federal gun trafficking statute.

Mayor Hannen, who hosted the
press conference at the Cranford
Municipal Building, said, “It is time
for real action.” He said the mayors
need the “full cooperation” of New
Jersey’s Congressional delegation,
which they were heading to meet in

Washington, D.C. at press deadline
yesterday, January 16.

“Our message when we go to Wash-
ington is very simple: Pass sane gun
laws now. Weapons designed for the
battlefields have no place in Union
County, no place in New Jersey or
elsewhere,” Fanwood Mayor Colleen
Mahr said. As a mother, she said she
wants to be assured that federal law-
makers will put “public safety before
politics.” She said 80 percent of New
Jersey’s gun crimes are a result of
guns coming into New Jersey from
out of state such as from Georgia,
Florida and Virginia, with Interstate
95 among the major routes used to
transport the weapons.

She said criminals know that pur-
chasing assault weapons in these and
other states is “easier than getting
Sudafed - no paperwork, no ques-
tions asked.”

Gov. Florio said the coalition’s pro-
posal should be thought of as a “gun
violence prevention act.” “It has noth-
ing to do with the Second Amend-
ment, it’s about gun violence,” Gov.
Florio said. He said New Jersey has
the toughest assault weapons ban in
the nation, which was accomplished
in the early 1990s during his admin-
istration and which withstood a Re-
publican-led repeal of the ban that
Gov. Florio vetoed.

“Many legitimate sportsmen…are
embarrassed by the NRA (National
Rifle Association), whose answer to
gun violence is to say that we should
have more guns. That makes no
sense,” Mr. Florio said. He said the
“real motivation” by the NRA is prof-
its being made by gun manufacturers
and gun dealers.

Sheriff Froehlich said the shooter
in Connecticut had a clip that had a
capacity of 30 rounds of ammuni-
tion.

“I cannot understand people that
strive so much to develop and have
killing machines for people that
should not have those killing ma-
chines,” the sheriff said, noting that
in addition to high-capacity weap-
ons, armor piercing ammunition that
can pierce armor worn by police of-
ficers is available for purchase. “It
doesn’t make sense,” Sheriff
Froehlich said.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CF Board OKs Rebuilding
Of Fire Ravaged Home
By P. JUSTIN FAHEY

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – The township’s
zoning board of adjustment on Mon-
day took up a request for variances
by the owner of a home at 217 North
Avenue, West, which was destroyed
by a four-alarm fire last June.

The original Victorian home was
built in 1900 and is owned by Jeanette
Billson, who has lived there for 40
years. Her husband purchased the
home before they were married in
1950. Mrs. Billson lived there with
her three adult children. Since the
fire, they have been renting an apart-
ment.

The requested variance was for
height and the number of stories. The
Cranford town code allows for a
maximum height of 32 feet and a
maximum of two-and-a-half stories.
The plans for the new home called for
a height of 37 feet and three stories.

According to architect Hildie Lazar
of Lazar Architecture in Westfield,
who represented Mrs. Billson, be-
fore the fire, the home had three sto-
ries and was 39 feet high. The third
floor was used as an office, a recre-
ation room and for storage. Ms. Lazar
pointed out how important this space
was due to the small lot size and
number of occupants. She said the
new proposal aimed to restore the
home as closely as possible to the
original structure.

The first floor of the proposed new
home would have a front entry area,

small living room, small dining room,
laundry room, full bathroom and a
new side entrance. Before the fire,
the home had a one-story room on the
rear of the house, which Ms. Lazar
described as probably having been
an addition. She noted that currently,
that portion of the home is not on a
solid foundation. The new home
would make use of this space by
adding a two-story addition. The first
story would be a bathroom while
above that would be a new master
bath. The rest of the second floor
would be an additional bathroom,
three bedrooms and small closets.

While the new home would be
higher than the code allows, it would
actually be two feet lower than the
original structure, at 37 feet, and while
the third floor would be half a story
above code, it would be matching the
three-story structure of the prior
house.

According to Ms. Lazar, Victorian
homes were designed from the “in-
side out,” meaning the exterior was
determined by whatever interior func-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Lauren S. Barr for The Westfield Leader
PREPARING FOR DISASTER…Jacquie Cleary and Christine Hodde of the
Red Cross accept a grant from Deirdre Gelline of the Westfield United Fund to
train residents for shelter assistance and disaster preparedness. Mayor Andy
Skibitsky and the town council heard a presentation on the program at their
Tuesday night meeting.

WF Council Accepts Grant for
Emergency Shelter Set-Up Training

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – During Tuesday
night’s conference portion of the town
council meeting, the governing body
heard a presentation from Michael
Prasad of the Red Cross on free train-
ing that will be taking place in
Westfield this year. The training will
prepare residents in order to assist in
setting up and running shelters dur-
ing a disaster.

The training is being funded by a
grant from the Westfield United Fund.
The town will assist the Red Cross in
locating and securing shelter loca-
tions in Westfield. Town Administra-
tor Jim Gildea said that they hope to
train some town employees in this
program.

Mr. Prasad explained to the coun-

cil that Red Cross shelters are open to
everyone and not just Westfield resi-
dents. He said that following Hurri-
cane Irene, the Red Cross had a shel-
ter in Clark, and that they worked
with the county to run the shelter in
Cranford following Superstorm
Sandy. Mr. Gildea added that nine
Westfield residents assisted at the
Cranford shelter, the most volunteers
from any municipality in Union

County.
“The idea is, we don’t want anyone

to go without shelter,” Mr. Prasad
told the council. He said that Westfield
has a high level of community ser-
vice, and that with most residents
being able to help themselves, they
are likely at the point of being able to
help others.

The training, which is open to all
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

MS Council Eyes Improving
HVAC Unit at Library

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – During its
regular work session Tuesday night,
the borough council discussed at
length proposed capital improve-
ments to the Mountainside Public
Library.

According to members of the
council, the Mountainside Public
Library is in need of a new HVAC
unit (heating, ventilation and air
conditioning). The unit currently in
use is original to the building, which
was built between 1966 and 1968.

The borough has employed
Strunk-Albert Engineering to de-
termine whether improving the cur-
rent unit is feasible or if an over-
haul of the entire system is war-
ranted.

The recommendation of the en-
gineer was to completely replace
the entire unit, as it was determined
that this solution would be more
cost efficient than to continue to
repair problems with the system as

they occur.
The borough also is examining

the addition of a generator unit so
the library may be used as a warm-
ing shelter in the event of a bor-
ough-wide loss of power. The gen-
erator may be partially subsidized
by the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency (FEMA) in the
wake of Hurricane Sandy.

“This is the first step we have to
take,” stated Mayor Paul Mirabelli.
“The air conditioning last year -
there were questions as to whether
or not [to replace it]. We weren’t in
a position to even go out to bid on it
[the design] last year.”

The approximate cost to the bor-
ough for the design of a new HVAC
system (including integration into
existing system parts that are to be
retained) would be $16,800, which
would be approximately 10 percent
of the cost of the entire project. An
additional $4,300 would be required
for the design and incorporation of

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Dominic A. Lagano for The Westfield Leader
LIBRARY HVAC RENOVATION…Mountainside Borough Council members
discuss improvements to library’s HVAC unit at its meeting on Tuesday night.
Pictured, left to right, are: Councilwoman Deanna Andre, Bourough Attorney
John Post, Mayor Paul Mirabelli and Councilman Jeffrey Wass.

Heinbokel Reappointed As
WF Zoning Board Chairman

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The town’s zoning
board of adjustment on Monday night
reappointed William Heinbokel to
serve as chairman and Chris Masciale
as vice-chairman during the board’s
annual reorganization meeting. Mr.
Heinbokel has served as board chair-
man for 10 years.

The town council reappointed
board members Anthony Cerami and
Robert Whitehead, and appointed new
member Joe Loftus, at the council’s

reorganization meeting. At its meet-
ing Monday, the board reappointed
Vincent Loughlin to serve as its attor-
ney and Kathleen Nemeth as secre-
tary. A regular meeting of the board
followed.

The board approved an application
by Edward Jones &Co., LLP, of 251
North Avenue, represented by attor-
ney Arthur Attenasio of Westfield, to
place a sign on the side of the build-
ing facing the North Avenue train
station parking lot. The proposed sign

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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30 YEAR ANNIVERSARY
Karl Gerckens has been creating beautiful kitchens for 30 years
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SUPERSTORM SANDY...Long Beach Island was hard-hit by Superstorm Sandy. These homes in Holgate, as well as numerous others, are condemned and will have to be razed.

CRASH...A Westfield police vehicle collided with an SUV on East Broad Street
in Westfield on Friday night. Car 43 where are you?

area residents 18 years old and older,
will take place in a four-part series,
likely to begin in March. The initial
classes to assist with shelter opera-
tions requires eight hours of training;
those willing to give a larger time
commitment and volunteer to be shel-
ter supervisors or shelter managers
would undergo additional training. For
more information on the training Mr.
Prasad said residents should call (908)
232-7090, ext. 2019.

During the public comments por-
tion of the regular meeting, Tony
DelDuca highlighted an article in The
Star-Ledger on property taxes and
praised the council for keeping the
municipal portion of the property tax
bill low, while continuing to have a
paid fire department, as well as recre-
ation and library services. According
to Mr. DelDuca, the Town of Westfield
is the second highest paying munici-
pality to Union County and that
Westfield pays the most to the board
of education out of all the towns in the
county.

Mr. DelDuca suggested that some

of the council members join the board
of freeholders and the school board to
reign in their budgets.

In other business, the council ap-
proved submission of grant applica-
tions to the New Jersey Department of
Transportation for road improvements
on Woodland Avenue from East Broad
Street to Kimball Avenue and for
Rahway Avenue from Grove Street to
West Broad Street.

The demolition of a home at 309
Sinclair Place was approved, along
with the demolition of a two-family
house and detached garage at 317 Elm
Street. The demolition of a house and
detached garage at 760 West Broad
Street was also approved by the coun-
cil; the property has been approved by
the planning board for a subdivision.

The council also approved a resolu-
tion to make final payment on the 2012
various road improvement projects to
Stilo Excavating. The total for the con-
tract was $119,424, down $52,309 from
the original contract price.

The council will meet again on Tues-
day, January 29 at 8 p.m.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Westfield Council

SANDY’S WRATH...The residence at 705 Lenape Trail in Westfield, above,
sustained irreparable damage from Superstom Sandy after a tree  fell on it.  It is
currently being demolished.

Michael Pohle, whose son was killed
in the mass shooting at Virginia Tech
University in 2007, called out Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th), his Congress-
man, as being “silent” on the issue of
gun violence other than to post “an
occasional note on his website saying
he is ‘open to the discussion.”

“He is a coward,” Mr. Pohle said.
“This (issue) demands action. We
should not allow 50 percent of our guns
to be sold free and clear so that some-
body can go back, rearm themselves”
while also reselling other weapons.“My
son’s head was nearly blown off.
Enough is enough,” Mr. Pohle said.

Also attending Monday’s press con-
ference were: Scotch Plains Mayor

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Mayors for Gun Control
Kevin Glover, New Providence Mayor
Brooke Hern, Union Mayor Clifton
People, Elizabeth Mayor Chris
Bollwage, Plainfield Mayor Sharon
Robinson-Briggs and Westfield Coun-
cilwoman Jo Ann Neylan, as well as
mayors from Aberdeen, Cherry Hill,
Edison, Maplewood, Washington
Township and Lake Como, state Sena-
tor Ray Lesniak (D-20, Elizabeth), As-
semblywoman Linda Stender (D-22,
Scotch Plains), Assemblywoman
Annette Quijano (D-20, Elizabeth) and
Cranford Township Committeemen Ed
O’Malley and Kevin Campbell.

Mayors Against Illegal Guns also
has launched a website,
DemandAPlan.org.

tionality suited the owner. While no
two homes look exactly alike, they
do have general characteristics, in-
cluding an ornate exterior with a roof
combining steep gables and a conical
shape. There was little thought to the
look of the exterior.

Ms. Lazar indicated that should
the new home be built to code, it
would lose many of its Victorian char-
acteristics and would not fit in with
the surrounding homes. These homes
were also built at the turn of the
century when codes were presum-
ably different.

The board agreed and unanimously
approved the plans. As to Mrs.
Billson’s feelings on the approval,
she said, “I just want to go home.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

CF BOA

will be on the third level of the build-
ing, and measure 117 inches high and
7.6 feet across. It will match the North-
western Mutual sign already on the
building. Mr. Cerami, who also is a
client of Mr. Attenasio, refrained from
voting.

Red Realty LLC, UBS and Verizon,
109 North Avenue, West, sought the
board’s approval to mount several
signs on the building for purposes of
identification and advertising. Their
request to place a UBS logo on the
front of the building and in the back
of the building, to be seen by train
commuters, was denied. Their re-
quest to place a sign on the left side of
the building, which can be seen by
motorists on Central Avenue, was
approved. Mr. Heinbokel said the
application would have to be taken in
two parts.

The applicant also wanted to place
signage in the parking lot to desig-
nate spots for UBS clients. After
much discussion, it was decided that
Red Realty LLC, would have to come
back to the board on Wednesday,
February 13, with a balanced plan
for parking allotment and signage
for UBS and Verizon clients.

The board approved a proposal by
David and Sarann Wood of 250 Sen-
eca Place to construct a two-story
addition contrary to the town’s zon-
ing code. The town’s ordinance re-
quires a street side-yard setback on
a corner lot of 20 feet, where the
Woods’ application proposed 13.4
feet. The ordinance allows a building
height of 2.5 stories, where the appli-
cant has proposed three stories, and
the town code allows a maximum
continuous wall length of a side yard
of 25 feet, with the Woods proposing
26.92 feet.

In addition, the applicant has not
included a garage, whereas the ordi-
nance requires a minimum of a one-
car garage.

A neighbor, Robert Smith of Sen-
eca Place, told the board that the
Woods have beautified the neighbor-
hood. The Woods are adding a front
porch and maintaining the Dutch
Colonial style of the home.

The board also approved an appli-
cation by Eric and Lori Rockmore of
413 Benson Place to construct a two-
story addition contrary to the zoning

code, which requires both a c and d
bulk variances. The local ordinance
requires a maximum building cover-
age of building and aboveground
structures of 20 percent, or 1,384
square feet, where the Rockmores
proposed 20.5 percent, or 1,421
square feet. The ordinance also re-
quires a front-yard setback of 32.52
feet, where 30.69 feet is proposed,
and town code requires a side-yard
setback of 10 feet, where the appli-
cant proposed 9.9 feet.

The Rockmores changed their plans
by adding to the living room to in-
clude an entrance hallway with a half
wall leading to a hallway that leads to
the rear of the house where there is a
family room. The couple said they
wanted to move an existing fireplace
and chimney to make a new wider
stairwell to the basement. The sec-
ond-story addition will include an
enlarged bedroom.

The next meeting of the board of
adjustment will be a special meet-
ing on Wednesday, January 30, at
7:30 p.m. at the municipal build-
ing, 425 East Broad Street, to hear
an application for a business called
Kidville, 109 East Broad Street.

In addition, a special meeting has
been requested by Jim Flynn, attor-
ney for C.W.M.&P., 314 Myrtle Av-
enue and 321 Grove Street, which is
seeking to construct 16 dwelling units.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Westfield Bd. of Adjustment

a generator unit.
Ronald Romak, director of the

Public Works Department, was
present when the engineer’s inspec-
tion was conducted and addressed
the council on the scope of the
project. “The project is pretty com-
plex. It’s not simple. It sounds like
a lot of money, but when you look
at the infrastructure and the me-
chanical systems, it’s really quite a
complicated thing,” he said.

“The building was built many,
many years ago, and the first thing
we looked at was seeing, could you
get this thing repaired? The prob-
lem with it is, most people can’t
even work on it anymore because
the whole design is so antiquated,
and it’s integrated throughout the
building,” he added.

Mr. Romak further stated that the
system has multiple issues, which

cannot be easily addressed. “The
coil is leaking; they tried to epoxy it
over the years, the existing contrac-
tor. They’ve done a good job, but
you can only put so many fingers in
the dike before the whole thing be-
gins to fall apart, which is the point
that we’re at now,” he said.

The board questioned Mr. Romak
as to whether the cost of the design
for the HVAC unit seemed appro-
priate.

Mr. Romak responded, “Yes, be-
cause you need to integrate this
[new unit] into the furnace system,
because it’s not just an air-condi-
tioning unit. It supplies heat, too.
And the technology has changed.

“It requires a lot of redesign work,
a lot of engineering work. It’s pretty
involved…I’m not uncomfortable
with the kind of money we’re pro-
posing. It sounds expensive, but the
degree of complexity there is sig-
nificant.”

The borough intends to retain the
design until the project can com-
mence. No timetable for when that
would be was discussed. “We have
to be ready in case we do need to
have it replaced. It’s not going to be
an easy project,” stated Mayor
Mirabelli.

The next borough council meet-
ing open to the public is scheduled
for Tuesday, January 22, at 8 p.m.,
at Mountainside Borough Hall.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Mountainside Council

Hannen Names Members
Of CF Emer. Mgmt. System

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD - Mayor Thomas
Hannen on Tuesday night announced
the appointments to the township’s
Emergency Management System.

  Police Chief Eric Mason and Fire
Chief Leonard Dolan were appointed
as deputy coordinators. Also ap-
pointed are: Mayor Thomas, public
safety commissioner; Kevin
Campbell, sanitarian; Moika
Koscova, Superintendent of schools
Gayle Carrick, Township Engineer
Richard Marsden, Public Works Co-
ordinator Steven Wardell, consultant
Robert D’Ambola, Construction
Code Official Richard Belluscio, TV
35 representative Edward Davenport,
citizen representative Margaret (Peg)
Pipchick, Ron Marotta, and support
team member Michael Beams.

During the public portion of the
meeting, a resident asked the com-
mittee to take a look at the municipal
building itself, and to polish, paint
and freshen it up so it would appeal-
ing to residents and visitors alike.
Mayor Hannen said the township
would consider the recommenda-
tion.

Resident Rita La Brutto questioned
the committee regarding the reap-
pointment of Judge Douglass
Wolfson, who presided at the
Birchwood site development plan
hearings. Township Attorney Dan

McCarthy said if he had been ap-
pointed as township attorney before
the site plan hearing he would not
have been allowed to take part in the
hearing, however, since the hearings
were over, it was perfectly all right.

Ms. LaBrutto asked about when
the court would make the final judg-
ment on the Birchwood matter. Mr.
McCarthy said there would be a court
session on the matter on February 6
at the Union County Courthouse in
Elizabeth. He said he did not expect
state Superior Court Judge Lisa
Chrystal to issue a final judgment
until mid-March. Mr. McCarthy said
at that time, if the final judgment is
not favorable to the township,
Cranford will appeal the decision.

Resident Liz Sweeny asked the
committee if the objections last week
to Judge Wolfson’s recommendations
concerning the Birchwood develop-
ment site plan hearings were filed in
time with the court. Mr. McCarthy
said the deadline for objections had
been extended due to the holidays.

The committee approved a resolu-
tion authorizing the township to ap-
ply to the state for a Community
Block Grant within the disaster Aid
Grant Program for reimbursement of
the restoration costs for the Cranford
Municipal Building and Police De-
partment Headquarters, which sus-
tained significant damage from Hur-
ricane Irene in 2011.

MLK Assoc. to Hold
Observance Monday
WESTFIELD – The Dr. Martin

Luther King, Jr. Association of
Westfield will observe its Twenty-
Sixth Annual Interfaith Commemo-
rative Service on Monday, January
21, at 1 p.m. at the First Congrega-
tional Church, located at 125 Elmer
Street in Westfield.

For the first time, the event will
feature a panel of speakers represent-
ing various parts of the Westfield
community, each of who will briefly
speak on this year’s theme, “Power of
Unity.” Panelists will include the
Reverend Ronald Allen, Superinten-
dent of Schools Margaret Dolan, Reid
Edles, Councilman David Haas,
Norward Harris and Rabbi Douglas
Sagal.

Marchers will assemble at the
Martin Luther King Monument on
the South Avenue Circle at 12:15
p.m. to proceed to First Congrega-
tional. The winners of the annual
essay, poetry and art contests will be
presented with their prizes during the
program in amounts up to $200.

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
Monday, January 21, 2013

SP Council OKs Attorney,
Engineer, Risk Manager

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — The newly
Democratic-controlled township
council on Tuesday continued to make
key appointments for 2013, includ-
ing the municipal government’s first
female attorney.

At its business meeting, the coun-
cil appointed Judy Verrone of the
Decotis, Fitzpatrick and Cole law firm
in Teaneck as township attorney, re-
placing Jeffrey Lehrer, who had
served in the position since 2010.
The council also appointed the firm
of Remington, Vernick and Vena As-
sociates in Old Bridge as township
engineer and C-3 sanitary sewer op-
erator and North American Insur-
ance Management Corp. in
Woodbridge as risk management con-
sultant. The firm of Rogut McCarthy
in Cranford was reappointed as town-
ship bond counsel for 2013.

The votes on these appointments
were 4-1, with the council’s lone Re-
publican member, William Vastine,
voting no in each case. He explained
his vote by expressing his concern
about the effects of what he termed
the “wholesale turnover” in the pro-
fessionals serving the municipal gov-
ernment. He said that while all the
firms and individuals being appointed
were qualified, they lacked the “his-
tory and experience in Scotch Plains”
that Mr. Vastine felt was essential to
serving. He also lamented the loss of
“continuity,” adding that “wholesale
change” in the professional staff
“creates a vacuum.” While new per-
sonnel “might bring new ideas and
fresh ideas, we’re also taking away
the known history of the town and
the town’s business.”

Mayor Kevin Glover noted that
those being appointed had first gone
through an interview process and
had all been selected unanimously
by the five council members.

“I believe we will be well-served
by these firms,” he said.

Deputy mayor Colleen Gialanella
said that while she understood Mr.
Vastine’s concerns, she believed “we
made an excellent selection” regard-
ing the new appointees.

In other business, Township Man-
ager Henry Underhill said that New
Jersey American Water Co. would
be replacing a 16-foot section of
pipe in the Portland Avenue neigh-
borhood where a water main burst
last summer. Inspections of the pipe-
line in the aftermath of that event
revealed an additional segment of
the pipe to be “substandard,” Mr.
Underhill told the council. The wa-
ter company will be working for five
consecutive days, 24 hours a day, to
replace the affected pipe. Residents
will be informed via flyers and the

township’s reverse 9-1-1 system
about the timing of the project. Mr.
Underhill also said the leaf and
Superstorm Sandy debris pick-up has
been completed and the public works
department is now starting its Christ-
mas tree collection.

Assemblywoman Linda Stender
(D-22, Scotch Plains) was in atten-
dance at the meeting to ceremonially
swear in Councilman Louis
Beckerman, who was appointed and
informally sworn into office last week
to fill the seat vacated by Mayor
Glover. Mr. Beckerman announced
that he has resigned as chairman of
the township Democratic Party, which
he headed since 2009, and that Mrs.
Stender had taken the helm.

Mr. Beckerman also announced
that the township’s Martin Luther
King Jr. Day service will be held on
Sunday, January 20 at St. John’s Bap-
tist Church at 7 p.m. On Monday,
residents are encouraged to take part
in a variety of volunteer activities,
with information and registration
available at www.spfmlkday.com.

In other business, the council ap-
proved a resolution authorizing a
$14,740 payment to Union County
for last year’s leaf disposal pro-
gram, another awarding a contract
not to exceed $88,500 to Caffrey
Tree and Landscaping for 2013 tree
service, another awarding a
$149,735 contract to Giordano Co.
for this year’s recycling program
and a fourth awarding a $90,000
contract to S. Rotondi & Sons for
vegetative waste disposal.
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FOCUS ON GUN VIOLENCE...Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, center, speaks at a press conference Monday in Cranford
by Mayors Against Illegal Guns to announce plans to lobby Congress for federal legislation aimed at ending gun violence.
Among those pictured in the front row are: New Providence Mayor J. Brooke Hern, Cranford Mayor Thomas H. Hannen,
Jr., Westfield Councilwoman Jo Ann Neylan and Roselle Mayor Jamel Holley.

Photo Courtesy of Daniel Sullivan
CELEBRATORY NIGHT…Members of the Scotch Plains Rescue Squad cel-
ebrate their organization’s 76th year of providing volunteer emergency medical
services to the community at the squad’s recent Installation of Officers Dinner.
The event, during which awards also were given, took place at Snuffy’s Pantagis
Restaurant in Scotch Plains. See story on page 6.

CF Board OKs Rebuilding
Of Fire Ravaged Home

By P. JUSTIN FAHEY
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — The township’s
zoning board of adjustment took up
a request for variances by the owner
of a home at 217 North Avenue,
West, which was destroyed by a four-
alarm fire last June.

The original Victorian home was
built in 1900 and is owned by Jeanette
Billson, who has lived there for 40
years. Her husband purchased the
home before they were married in
1950. Mrs. Billson lived there with
her three adult children. Since the fire
they have been renting an apartment.

The requested variance was for
height and the number of stories. The
Cranford town code allows for a
maximum height of 32 feet and a
maximum of two-and-a-half stories.
The plans for the new home called for
a height of 37 feet and three stories.

According to architect Hildie Lazar
of Lazar Architecture in Westfield
who represented Mrs. Billson, be-
fore the fire, the home had three sto-
ries and was 39 feet high. The third
floor was used as an office, a recre-
ation room and for storage. Ms. Lazar
pointed out how important this space
was due to the small lot size and
number of occupants. She said the
new proposal aimed to restore the
home as closely as possible to the
original structure.

The first floor of the proposed new
home would have a front entry area,
small living room, small dining room,
laundry room, full bathroom and a
new side entrance. Before the fire,
the home had a one-story room on the
rear of the house, which Ms. Lazar

described as probably having been
an addition. She noted that currently,
that portion of the home is not on a
solid foundation. The new home
would make use of this space by
adding a two-story addition. The first
story would be a bathroom while
above that would be a new master
bath. The rest of the second floor
would be an additional bathroom,
three bedrooms and small closets.

While the new home would be
higher than the code allows, it would
actually be two feet lower than the
original structure at 37 feet and while
the third floor would be half a story
above code, it would be matching the
three-story structure of the prior
house.

According to Ms. Lazar, Victorian
homes were designed from the “in-
side out,” meaning the exterior was
determined by whatever interior func-
tionality suited the owner. While no
two homes look exactly alike, they
do have general characteristics in-
cluding an ornate exterior with a
roof combining steep gables and a
conical shape. There was little
thought to the look of the exterior.

Ms. Lazar indicated that should
the new home be built to code, it
would lose many of its Victorian
characteristics and would not fit in
with the surrounding homes. These
homes were also built at the turn of
the century when codes were pre-
sumably different.

The board agreed and unani-
mously approved the plans. As to
Mrs. Billson’s feelings on the ap-
proval she said, “I just want to go
home.”

Mayors Push for Action By
Congress to End Gun Violence
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD – A group of 14 New
Jersey mayors and other officials,
including former Governor Jim Florio
and Union County Sheriff Ralph
Froehlich, announced plans at a Mon-
day press conference in Cranford for
what they defined as “common-
sense” gun laws following the
Newtown, Conn., mass shootings that
resulted in the deaths of 20 school
children and six adults last month.

Mayors Against Illegal Guns, a
coalition founded in 2006 by New
York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg

and Boston Mayor Thomas Mannino,
has 800 members representing both
political parties and claims 900,000
grass-roots supporters, Cranford
Mayor Thomas Hannen said.

Roselle Mayor Jamel Holley said
the mayors have three legislative pri-
orities: background gun checks, ban-
ning military-style weapons and high-
capacity magazines, and to create a
federal gun trafficking statute.

Mayor Hannen, who hosted the
press conference at the Cranford
Municipal Building, said, “It is time
for real action.” He said the mayors
need the “full cooperation” of New

Jersey’s Congressional delegation,
which they were heading to meet in
Washington, D.C. at press deadline
yesterday, January 16.

“Our message when we go to Wash-
ington is very simple: Pass sane gun
laws now. Weapons designed for the
battlefields have no place in Union
County, no place in New Jersey or
elsewhere,” Fanwood Mayor Colleen
Mahr said. As a mother, she said she
wants to be assured that federal law-
makers will put “public safety before
politics.” She said 80 percent of New
Jersey’s gun crimes are a result of
guns coming into New Jersey from
out of state such as from Georgia,
Florida and Virginia, with Interstate
95 among the major routes used to
transport the weapons.

She said criminals know that pur-
chasing assault weapons in these and
other states is “easier than getting
Sudafed - no paperwork, no ques-
tions asked.”

Gov. Florio said the coalition’s pro-
posal should be thought of as a “gun
violence prevention act.” “It has noth-
ing to do with the Second Amend-
ment, it’s about gun violence,” Gov.
Florio said. He said New Jersey has
the toughest assault weapons ban in
the nation, which was accomplished
in the early 1990s during his admin-
istration and which withstood a Re-
publican-led repeal of the ban that
Gov. Florio vetoed.

“Many legitimate sportsmen…are
embarrassed by the NRA (National
Rifle Association), whose answer to
gun violence is to say that we should
have more guns. That makes no
sense,” Mr. Florio said. He said the
“real motivation” by the NRA is prof-
its being made by gun manufacturers
and gun dealers.

Sheriff Froehlich said the shooter
in Connecticut had a clip that had a
capacity of 30 rounds of ammuni-
tion.

“I cannot understand people that
strive so much to develop and have
killing machines for people that
should not have those killing ma-
chines,” the sheriff said, noting that

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

LASTING LEGACY…The family of Monica Reiss recently came to the Fanwood
Memorial Library to commemorate the unveiling of the autism resources collec-
tion that honors her memory. Pictured, from left to right, are: Aleza Zimmerman,
Library Director Dan Weiss, Ruth Reiss, Library Trustee Katherine Balch, Bea
Reiss and David Reiss. See story on page 10.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MAKING IT OFFICIAL…Scotch Plains Councilman Louis Beckerman is cer-
emonially sworn into office on Tuesday by Assemblywoman Linda Stender (D-
22, Scotch Plains), right, as his wife, Ann, holds the Bible. Mr. Beckerman was
named to the council last week to fill a vacancy.

SP Council OKs New Attorney,
Engineer and Risk Manager

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The newly
Democratic-controlled township
council on Tuesday continued to
make key appointments for 2013,
including the municipal
government’s first female attorney.

At its business meeting, the coun-
cil appointed Judy Verrone of the
Decotis, Fitzpatrick and Cole law
firm in Teaneck as township attor-
ney, replacing Jeffrey Lehrer, who
had served in the position since
2010. The council also appointed
the firm of Remington, Vernick and
Vena Associates in Old Bridge as
township engineer and C-3 sanitary
sewer operator and North Ameri-
can Insurance Management Corp.

in Woodbridge as risk management
consultant. The firm of Rogut
McCarthy in Cranford was reap-
pointed as township bond counsel
for 2013.

The votes on these appointments
were 4-1, with the council’s lone
Republican member, William
Vastine, voting no in each case. He
explained his vote by expressing

his concern about the effects of
what he termed the “wholesale turn-
over” in the professionals serving
the municipal government. He said
that while all the firms and indi-
viduals being appointed were quali-
fied, they lacked the “history and
experience in Scotch Plains” that
Mr. Vastine felt was essential to

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Thompson to Head Planning
Board, Ousting Coronato

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Two new-
comers were chosen at the reorga-
nization meeting of the Scotch
Plains Planning Board on Monday
to lead the board this year, with
John Thompson being selected as
chairman and Michael Graziano
named vice-chairman.

Mr. Thompson, who was ap-
pointed last week to a three-year
term on the board, defeated Paulette
Coronato, who had served as chair-
woman for the previous four years.
Mrs. Coronato, a former Republi-
can member of the township coun-

cil, was nominated for a fifth term
at the helm by Jeffrey Strauss, a
former Democratic councilman
who cited her 17 years of experi-
ence on the board. Jim Fawcett sec-
onded her nomination. Democratic
mayor Kevin Glover then nomi-
nated Mr. Thompson, with Demo-
cratic Councilman Louis
Beckerman, who was named to the
governing body and the planning
board last week, seconding Mr.
Thompson’s nomination.

Mr. Thompson received five
votes—from Messrs. Glover,
Beckerman and Graziano, Theresa

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

FW Council Supports
Combating Gun Violence
By CATHERINE WATSON

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — At the Fanwood
Council’s regular meeting Tuesday
night, council members unanimously
pledged their full support for Mayors
Against Illegal Guns (MAIG), a coa-
lition of mayors committed to com-
batting gun violence with preventa-
tive measures.

Mayor Colleen Mahr joined may-
ors and elected officials from 74 other
New Jersey municipalities at a MAIG
press conference on Monday. Mayor
Mahr was to travel with the group to
Washington, D.C. yesterday at press
deadline to meet with federal law-
makers.

Councilman Anthony Parenti,
former Fanwood police chief and
president of the New Jersey State
Association of Chiefs of Police, com-
mented that, despite being a lifelong
member of the National Rifle Asso-
ciation (NRA), he approves MAIG’s
proposal of an upgraded ban on as-
sault weapons. “Assault weapons
were made for one thing,” he said,
“and that’s to fight wars.”

Councilwoman Katherine Mitchell
emphatically agreed with Mr.
Parenti’s assessment, saying, “If I
could second it with 10 exclamation
points, I would.”

She added that government also
must focus on mental health to pre-
vent violent shootings. She advocated
reducing the stigma of mental dis-
ease and demanding increased insur-
ance coverage for it.

Remembering a famous advocate
for non-violence, himself a gunman’s
victim, the council noted Fanwood’s
upcoming celebration of Dr. Martin
Luther King (MLK) Day on Mon-
day, January 21.

Highlighted as a “‘Day On’, not a
‘Day Off,’” the event presents mul-
tiple volunteer opportunities to
Fanwood residents, in honor of Dr.
King’s spirit of service.

Although students will take a half-
day, rather than the usual full MLK
holiday, due to Hurricane Sandy’s
effect on the holiday schedule, Mrs.
Mitchell said the event would still
take place and registration is avail-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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30 YEAR ANNIVERSARY
Karl Gerckens has been creating beautiful kitchens for 30 years

www.craftsmankarl.com • 522 Central Ave., Westfield • 908-377-6761 • email: craftsmankarl@verizon.net
Designing • Installation • Remodeling

Is Property Tax Appeal
Right Move For You?

SCOTCH PLAINS - Home values
have dropped. Shouldn’t your prop-
erty taxes? Is a property tax appeal
right for you?

As the real estate market depreci-
ated over the last few
years, chances are that
your property taxes did
not likewise decrease.
As a taxpayer, you have
the right to appeal your
property tax assessment
and reduce your taxes.
A taxpayer considering
an appeal should un-
derstand that he/she
must prove that his/her
assessed value is legally
“unreasonable.” With a
successful tax appeal,
your lowered tax as-
sessment will be frozen
for three years, which
can amount to a con-
siderable amount of savings.

The best way to succeed in appeal-
ing your taxes is to present your claim
through an expert tax and legal advi-
sor with local knowledge. James M.
Foerst, Esq. is the principal of Spector

Foerst & Associates and has been
assisting families with real estate and
tax issues for more than a decade in
our local community. Mr. Foerst
brings with him his experience with

local government, a
knowledge of the mu-
nicipal budget process
and a record of success
in reducing property
taxes for his clients.

SAVE MONEY!
Make the sale of your
home more attractive.
Reduce the long-term
expenses associated
with your home . . . All
with lowered taxes.

Tax appeals must be
filed by April 1. For
more information
about tax appeals, visit
www.spectorfoerst.com
or get started with a

free consultation and review by call-
ing James M. Foerst at (973) 258-
9200.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

James M. Foerst

Photos courtesy of Jim O’Connor
SUPERSTORM SANDY...Long Beach Island was hard-hit by Superstorm Sandy. These homes in Holgate, as well as numerous others, are condemned and will have
to be razed.

Library Autism Collection
Honors Monica Reiss

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Me-
morial Library is honoring the
memory of a local resident with its
recently unveiled Monica Reiss Au-
tism Resources Collection. Ms.
Reiss died in a tragic accident on
November 2, 2011 when she was
struck by a car on Midway Avenue.

Thanks to contributions made in
her name, the library was able to
significantly increase its holdings
of autism-related resources and to
purchase a sign to highlight the
collection. This permanent collec-
tion addresses the needs of the com-
munity in response to the growing
and persistent needs and challenges
faced by those with Autism Spec-
trum Disorder and their families.

Ms. Reiss lived in Fanwood for
25 years and was the director of
corporate and foundation giving for
Autism Speaks (autismspeaks.org),
a charity based in New York City.
She was responsible for writing
grant applications and for the
charity’s fund-raising efforts and
was an avid supporter of its efforts
on behalf of children and other in-
dividuals and families struggling
with autism.

The Fanwood Memorial Library
is grateful that the Reiss family
directed donations to the library,
according to Fanwood Memorial
Library Director Dan Weiss, espe-
cially since Ms. Reiss’ job and pas-
sion fit so perfectly with the library’s
ongoing efforts to raise autism
awareness with a program called
Libraries and Autism: We’re Con-
nected (librariesandautism.org), de-
veloped cooperatively with the
Scotch Plains Public Library.

This award-winning project, be-

gun in 2008, produced a customer
service training video and website
to help library staff serve individu-
als with autism and their families
more effectively. It helps librarians
focus on what they need to know
about autism and delivers specific
techniques to offer more inclusive
and effective service to this popula-
tion.

Mr. Weiss and Meg Kolaya, di-
rector of the Scotch Plains Public
Library, who are responsible for
the Libraries and Autism initiative,
continue their work on a national
level to help raise autism awareness
and to provide library staff with
strategies that enable them to pro-
vide excellent and inclusive service
to individuals with autism spectrum
disorder and to their families at the
library. The program has reached
an international audience as well,
with outreach in Australia, Ghana,
Belgium, Korea and Canada.

The public is invited to visit the
Fanwood Memorial Library, located
at North Avenue and Tillotson Road,
to see and make use of the Monica
Reiss Autism Resources Collection.
For more information, contact Mr.
Weiss at (908) 322-6400 or
dweiss@fanwoodlibrary.org.

Fanwood Swears in
Molenaar, Levine at Re-Org.

By CATHERINE WATSON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD –Along with the new
year, Fanwood citizens welcomed two
newly elected council members, Jack
Molenaar and Dan Levine – along
with other 2013 appointees and reso-
lutions – at the annual borough reor-
ganization meeting on January 1.

Assemblywoman Linda Stender
(D-22, Scotch Plains) swore in Mr.
Molenaar and Mr. Levine. Mr.
Molenaar is serving his second term
on Fanwood’s council, six years after
his first. Mr. Levine begins his first
term this year.

Rep. Rush Holt (D-12) was slated
to speak, but had to stay in Washing-
ton, D.C. to vote on legislation to
avert the fiscal cliff. His Director of
Outreach, Matt Hall, said that, after
recent redistricting, Mr. Holt looks
forward to representing Fanwood in
2013.

Union County Freeholder
Alexander Mirabella took the po-
dium to praise Fanwood’s commu-
nication during Hurricane Sandy.
“The freeholders had an opportu-
nity to work with 20 other
municipalities…Fanwood was
among if not the very best,” he said.

Mayor Colleen Mahr agreed, but
said that Fanwood can still improve
and will instate Facebook and Twit-
ter accounts this year.

She also announced a joint com-
munications initiative with Scotch
Plains to develop an emergency ra-
dio station. Beginning in spring or
summer of 2013, AM 530 will
broadcast current local conditions
to keep citizens informed when
other media are unavailable.

Councilman Russ Huegel was re-
appointed as council president. He
will help to shape the agenda and
will lead council meetings if Mayor
Mahr is absent.

Mayor Mahr swore in Public De-
fender Michael Doran, Board of
Health appointees Kathleen Tho-
mas and Robert Stovall, and His-
toric Preservation Committee mem-
bers Joan Feller and Jason Benedict.

Councilwoman Katherine
Mitchell was elected as representa-
tive for the Union County Revenue
Sharing Committee, which over-
sees grant applications for federal
money distributed by the county.

Fanwood’s Rescue Squad and
Volunteer Fire Company members
took oaths for 2013. Mayor Mahr
thanked both groups, especially for
their efforts during Hurricane
Sandy.

Multiple resolutions carried
unanimously, including approval by
the governing body to retain ser-
vices by Rogut McCarthy, LLC, a
vote from which Councilman An-
thony Parenti abstained.

Many council members men-
tioned upcoming financial cross-
roads. Mayor Mahr called revenue
“the biggest challenge,” because of
state policies such as the 2-percent
cap on new taxes. She faulted the
state for keeping energy gross re-
ceipts from utilities that operate in
town and for introducing laws that
“shift more burden onto the local
level without contributing accom-

panying resources.”
The mayor noted that the council

can only affect 20 percent of resi-
dents’ property taxes, but promised
to seek innovative shared-service
opportunities. She credited
Fanwood for being the first town to
transfer emergency dispatch ser-
vices to Union County; a move that
she says has saved close to a quarter
of a million dollars.

By March, Mayor Mahr intends
to unveil details about merging the
Fanwood and Scotch Plains police
departments. “With the newly
elected mayor in Scotch Plains,
Kevin Glover…we have someone
now who fully understands that
Fanwood is an equal partner in this
endeavor,” she said.

Regarding redevelopment, the
mayor expects progress on the
former Livingston-Wilbor and Sov-
ereign Bank sites. She announced
Mara’s Eatery and Bakery would
be the incoming tenant for the new
building at South and Martine Av-
enues.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

INVITATION TO BID

Invitations are extended to qualified Bid-
ders to bid for the following Project:

2013 USER – FEE BASED
SPRING RESIDENTIAL CLEANUP

PROGRAM

Bids will be accepted only by mail or in
person to the Office of the Township Clerk,
Scotch Plains Municipal Building, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076
(attn: Bozena Lacina, Township Clerk) until,
Tuesday, January 29, 2013 at 10:00 a.m.

The Township of Scotch Plains (herein-
after “Township”) shall not be responsible
for any bid mailed which is lost in transit or
delivered late by the Postal Service.  At the
above time, the bids will be publicly opened
and read aloud.  All bids must be pre-
sented in sealed envelopes, which are
clearly marked, “USER FEE BASED RESI-
DENTIAL CLEANUP PROGRAM” 430
Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey
07076.  No bid will be received after the
time and date specified.

After receipt of bids, no bid may be
withdrawn within (60) days after the date of
the bid opening except if provided for
herein. The bid of any bidder who con-
sents to an extension may be held for
consideration for a longer period of time as
may be agreed upon between bidder and
the Township.

All bids must be on the bid forms pro-
vided by the Township of Scotch Plains in
the bid package. Specification and bid
forms may be obtained at the Municipal
Clerks Office, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch
Plains or the Office of Public Property,
2445 Plainfield Avenue, Scotch Plains,
between the hours of 9:00 am and 3:00
pm, Monday through Friday and purchased
for a $50.00 non-refundable fee.

Bid proposals and all required docu-
ments must be completed and submitted
by the date as set forth above. All docu-
ments in the enclosed bid package must
accompany the bid proposal.

In addition to the above documents, a
certified check, cashier’s check or bid bond
issued by a responsible bank, trust com-
pany or insurance company, payable to
the Township of Scotch Plains shall be
submitted with each bid as a guaranty that
if a contract is awarded the bidder shall
execute said contract. The bid security
shall be in the amount of ($500.00) Five
Hundred Dollars.

All bid security, except the bid security of
the three apparent lowest responsible bid-
ders shall, if requested in writing, be re-
turned after ten days (10) from the opening
of the bids (Sundays and Holidays ex-
cepted) and the bids of such bidders shall
be considered withdrawn.

The successful Bidder shall be required
to submit a Performance Bond in an amount
equal to one hundred percent (100%) of
the amount of the accepted bid at the time
of contract execution. A Consent of Surety

PUBLIC NOTICE

regarding bonds required by the Contract
Documents shall also be submitted with
the bid. Sureties shall be licensed and/or
authorized to transact business in the state
of New Jersey and be acceptable to the
Authority. The term of the contract shall be
for a period commencing  June 3, 2013 to
June 30, 2013 with an option to renew for
one addition period at the sole discretion of
the Township.

The Township reserves the right to re-
ject any or all bids, and to waive immaterial
informalities or to accept any bid which, in
the opinion of the Township of Scotch
Plains, will be in the best interest of the
Township all in accordance with the New
Jersey Local Public Contracts Law N.J.S.A.
40A:11-1 et seq. The Township shall award
the bid to the bidders which, in the
Township’s sole discretion, best serves,
the interest of the Township.

The Township also reserves the right to
reject any and all bids if sufficient funds are
not available and/or appropriated. The
Township also reserves the right to not
utilize these services if they are not neces-
sary.

The selected Bidders, will, within seven
days (7) of award of the bid, enter into an
appropriate contract with the Township.

All bidders must comply with P.L. 1975,
Chapter 127 entitled “An Act Relating to
Affirmative Action in Relation to discrimi-
nation in connections with Certain Public
Contracts and supplementing the Law
Against Discrimination approved April 16,
1945 (P.L. 1945, Chapter 169)” N.J.A.C.
17:27, as amended from time to time, and
the Americans With Disability Act.

All bidders are required to comply with
the requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et
seq. and N.J.A.C. 17:27.

All bidders must be registered with the
New Jersey Department of Labor to en-
gage in public work as defined in the re-
quirements listed under N.J.S.A. 34:11-
5661 through  56.55, as well as N.J.A.C.
12:62-1.1 and must submit a Business
Registration Certificate with the Bid Docu-
ments.

Where applicable, prevailing wage rate
shall be paid to all workers on the job as per
N.J.A.C. 34:11-56,25 et seq.

All Bidders must submit, with their bid, a
copy of their and their contractors and sub-
contractors Business Registration Cer-
tificate, regardless of whether a Business
Registration Certificate may have previ-
ously been filed with the Township or De-
partment of Public Works in the past with a
prior bid. This requirement is MANDA-
TORY and a bid without a Business Reg-
istration Certificate enclosed MUST be
rejected.

BY ORDER OF THE TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS OF THE COUNTY OF
UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY
HENRY UNDERHILL,
TOWNSHIP MANAGER

BOZENA LACINA
TOWNSHIP CLERK

1 T - 1/17/13, The Times Fee: $116.28

able at spfmlkday.wildapricot.org/
.

Mrs. Mitchell also reported that
the Fanwood Memorial Library
would present a five-year plan at
the next council agenda meeting on
Tuesday, February 5. The plan will
include an initiative to develop a
new logo.

Newly sworn-in Councilman
Daniel Levine shared a public ser-
vice announcement from American
Water, informing the borough of
temporary changes to its water treat-
ment process during its annual pipe-
line maintenance program.

Borough water may taste heavily
chlorinated until February, but is
safe to drink. Mr. Levine said he
would look into ways to further
publicize this information.

Courage to Reconnect Scotch
Plains-Fanwood (CRSF) represen-
tative, Fred Lange, spoke during
the public portion of the meeting.
He said that CRSF has elected its
four commissioners for the upcom-
ing consolidation study. He called
on Fanwood to select the two mem-
bers that it must contribute to the
commission as soon as possible.

Karen Paardecamp, president of
the Fanwood Community Founda-
tion (FCF), announced that the FCF

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Fanwood Council
is more than 10 years old this year,
and asked the council to support a
publicity campaign to raise aware-
ness on the group’s behalf so that,
“the one philanthropic organization
in Fanwood that is for Fanwood
gets noticed,” she said.

Council President Russell Huegel
reported that Christmas tree pickup
is continuing in Fanwood. He also
mentioned that the rescue squad
and fire department would have
their annual dinner at Berkeley
Plaza at 6:30 p.m. this Saturday,
January 19.

Borough Engineer Dominic
Carrino gave a report on the
Glenwood Road drainage project
and Forest Road park improvement
project. Both are or will soon be up
for bidding.

The council promised resident Joe
Nagy that it would send a lawyer
and a public works official to check
up on property maintenance of the
former site of The Chippery restau-
rant at 401 South Avenue.

Mr. Huegel closed the meeting
with hopes that HR 152 would pass
in Congress. The aid package pro-
vides federal money to victims of
Hurricane Sandy. As of press time,
it had been passed in the House of
Representatives.

serving. He also lamented the loss
of “continuity,” adding “wholesale
change” in the professional staff
“creates a vacuum.” While new per-
sonnel “might bring new ideas and
fresh ideas, we’re also taking away
the known history of the town and
the town’s business.”

Mayor Kevin Glover noted that
those being appointed had first gone
through an interview process, and
that the five council members had
unanimously selected the appointees.

“I believe we will be well served
by these firms,” he said.

Deputy Mayor Colleen Gialanella
said that while she understood Mr.
Vastine’s concerns, she believed
“we made an excellent selection”
regarding the new appointees.

In other business, Township Man-
ager Henry Underhill said that New
Jersey American Water Co. would
replace a 16-foot section of pipe in
the Portland Avenue neighborhood
where a water main burst last sum-
mer. Inspections of the pipeline in
the aftermath of that event revealed
an additional segment of the pipe to
be “substandard,” Mr. Underhill told
the council. The water company
will be working for five consecu-
tive days, 24 hours a day, to replace
the affected pipe. Residents will be
informed via flyers and the
township’s reverse 9-1-1 system
about the timing of the project. Mr.
Underhill also said the leaf and
Superstorm Sandy debris pickup

has been completed and the public
works department is now starting
its Christmas tree collection.

Assemblywoman Linda Stender
(D-22, Scotch Plains) was in atten-
dance at the meeting to ceremoni-
ally swear in Councilman Louis
Beckerman, who was appointed and
informally sworn into office last
week to fill the seat vacated by
Mayor Glover. Mr. Beckerman an-
nounced that he has resigned as
chairman of the township Demo-
cratic Party, which he headed since
2009, and that Mrs. Stender had
taken the helm.

Mr. Beckerman also announced
that the township’s Martin Luther
King Jr. service will be held on
Sunday, January 20, at St. John’s
Baptist Church at 7 p.m. On Mon-
day, residents are encouraged to
take part in a variety of volunteer
activities, with information and reg-
istration available at
spfmlkday.com.

In other business, the council ap-
proved a resolution authorizing a
$14,740 payment to Union County
for last year’s leaf disposal pro-
gram, another awarding a contract
not to exceed $88,500 to Caffrey
Tree and Landscaping for 2013 tree
service, another awarding a
$149,735 contract to Giordano Co.
for this year’s recycling program
and a fourth awarding a $90,000
contract to S. Rotondi & Sons for
vegetative waste disposal.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Scotch Plains Council

Flood and himself—to Mrs.
Coronato’s four votes—from Mr.
Strauss, Mr. Fawcett,  Robert
LaCosta and herself.

Mrs. Flood then nominated Mr.
Graziano, who was appointed last
week to a three-year term on the
board, to serve as vice-chairman,
with Mayor Glover seconding. Mrs.
Coronato, citing his experience,
nominated Mr. Strauss, with Mr.
Fawcett seconding. The votes in the
5-to-4 selection of Mr. Graziano as
vice-chairman were identical to the
votes for chairman.

The board is still considering can-
didates to serve as attorney, con-
sulting planner and consulting en-
gineer. Appointees to the planning
board’s various subcommittees
were also held off, with Board Sec-
retary Barbara Horev being asked
to compile a list describing the back-
ground and role of each of the com-
mittees that are appointed by the
chairman.

Besides Mr. Thompson and Mr.
Graziano, Mr. Glover, Mr.

Beckerman, Mr. LaCosta, Mrs.
Flood and former mayor Geri
Samuel were sworn in as members
of the board. Several long-time
members—Maria Sartor, a mem-
ber since 1990; Joseph Doyle, a 16-
year veteran, and Michael
Michalisin, a member since 2004—
were not reappointed to the board.

In other business at Monday’s
reorganization meeting, the board
announced its plans to look into
some concerns that have been raised
about the 10-home subdivision be-
ing built on Hidden Meadow Drive,
located off Morse Avenue. The de-
velopers, their engineers, affected
neighbors and township assistant
engineer Joseph Timko are expected
to meet with the board to talk about
the unspecified issues. One of those
neighbors, Mr. Fawcett, whose
home abuts the Hidden Meadows
development, said he believed the
homes were being situated higher
than originally planned and that the
builder also had constructed an ille-
gal retaining wall.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP Planning Bd. Re-Org.

in addition to high-capacity weap-
ons, armor piercing ammunition that
can pierce armor worn by police of-
ficers is available for purchase. “It
doesn’t make sense,” Sheriff
Froehlich said.

Michael Pohle, whose son was
killed in the mass shooting at Vir-
ginia Tech University in 2007, called
out Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th), his
Congressman, as being “silent” on
the issue of gun violence other than
to post “an occasional note on his
website saying he is ‘open to the
discussion.’

“He is a coward,” Mr. Pohle said.
“This (issue) demands action. We
should not allow 50 percent of our
guns to be sold free and clear so that
somebody can go back, rearm them-
selves” while also reselling other
weapons.

“My son’s head was nearly blown
off. Enough is enough,” Mr. Pohle
said.

Also attending Monday’s press
conference were: Scotch Plains
Mayor Kevin Glover, New Provi-
dence Mayor Brooke Hern, Union
Mayor Clifton People, Elizabeth
Mayor Chris Bollwage, Plainfield
Mayor Sharon Robinson-Briggs and
Westfield Councilwoman Jo Ann
Neylan, as well as mayors from Ab-
erdeen, Cherry Hill, Edison and
Maplewood, Washington Township
and Lake Como, state Senator Ray
Lesniak (D-20, Elizabeth), Assem-
blywoman Linda Stender (D-22,
Scotch Plains), Assemblywoman
Annette Quijano (D-20, Elizabeth)
and Cranford Township Committee-
men Ed O’Malley and Kevin
Campbell.

Mayors Against Illegal Guns also
has launched a website,
DemandAPlan.org.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Mayors’ Gun
Coalition

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
Monday, January 21, 2013
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Clerk Reports $6 Mil. Hike
In Revenue From Recordings
COUNTY –  Union County prop-

erty recordings increased 2.5 percent
and revenues derived from property
recordings increased about $6 mil-
lion or 30 percent over 2011 to $28
million. Pre-foreclosures, which were
under restriction until mid 2011 due
to a court moratorium, increased to 1,
500, according to the 2012 annual
report released by Union County
Clerk Joanne Rajoppi.

Revenue derived from property
recordings remained constant from
2009 at $22 million for 2010. The
clerk’s office recorded $45.3 million
in total revenue in 2007 and $38.5
million in 2008 before plummeting
to $23.2 million in 2009.

Superstorm Sandy, which occurred
several days prior to the November
General Election, “impacted severely
on the conduct of the election due to
loss of electricity, displacement of
people from their homes, road clo-
sures, severe disruption of mail de-
livery and other unforeseen situa-
tions,” according to the  report.

The Clerk’s Office continued its
tradition of Saturday hours for those
seeking Vote-By-Mail Ballots and
also opened its offices on Sunday.
More than 3,200 people were as-
sisted with ballots in the four days
prior to the election.

Elections
Four elections were held in 2012 in

Union County: the Primary Election
in June, special school elections in
Westfield in September and again in
December, and the General Election
in November. There were several pe-
tition challenges in the Primary Elec-
tion and the county clerk conducted a
summary hearing in one challenge in
Elizabeth, which went to court where
her decision was upheld thereby re-
moving candidates from the Demo-
crats from Change ticket in the Pri-
mary Election race for three seats on
the county freeholder board.

A major change to the 2012 Elec-
tion cycle year was the merger of the
School Board Election, traditionally
held in April, into the November
General Election. Concurrently, the
clerk’s office became the acceptance
agent for nominating petitions for the
school board and designed the non-
partisan ballot to appear with the
regular General Election ballot.

Additionally, county clerk staff
worked 24/7 to accommodate those
“displaced” voters from Hurricane
Sandy who were allowed to vote by
e-mail or fax. The staff assisted more
that 1,600 voters with e-mail/fax bal-
lots processing in a four-day period.

Business Office
The Clerk’s satellite Business Of-

fice in Westfield, which opened in
April 2010, continued to expand its
functions with filing of veteran dis-
charge papers and issuance of Vet-
eran Photo ID’s. Along with Veteran
cards, the office now is able to pro-
cess notary publics, file Inheritance
tax waivers, issue trade name certifi-
cates, and process Passport, Passport

Cards and photographs.
Recording

The Union County Homeless Trust
Fund, initiated by the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders in May
2010, continued to provide for the
collection of a $3 surcharge for all
recorded documents in the clerks’
Office. The funds were turned over to
the county for assistance to the home-
less. A total of $162,000 was col-
lected for 2012 bringing the accumu-
lated total to more than $550,000
since the funds’ inception.

As part of a long-range plan, the
clerk’s Recording Division began
placing Inheritance tax waivers from
1996 to 2012 on the clerk’s property
website, bringing a total of 23 docu-
ment types to the site. Indexing and
scanning of the waivers was con-
ducted in-house by staff, saving costs.

The imaging and e-filing functions
of the office were re-certified by the
New Jersey Division of Archives and
Records Management during the year.
The electronic scanning initiative,
begun in 2007, increased its volume
for its e-filing customer base. A total
of 54.9 percent of all discharge and
assignment recordings were received
through e-filing in 2012.

The scanning of recorded docu-
ments to the property-search data-
base continued with the placement of
inheritance tax waivers from 1996 to
2012 on the website. There is a total
of 23 document types on the site.

The county clerk’s property website,
a search engine for recorded docu-
ments, is available from 1977 to present
for title companies, banks, clients and
other interested parties. More than
850,000 customers accessed property
records on-line in 2012.

2013 Initiatives
Recording

A major initiative in 2013 will be
the expansion of the current’ e-filing
recording system to include more
property documents. Currently, dis-
charge and assignment documents
are received through e-filing. A sec-
ond initiative is the upgrading of the
mainframe infrastructure which will
allow the office to expand the data-
base for at least another seven years.
The upgrade will be compliant with
all state retention and disaster recov-
ery requirements.

Business Office
A project to complete the inherit-

ance tax waivers scanning back to
1977 will be completed this year. In
addition, construction liens and phy-
sician liens will be put on the website
completing the document types to be
accessed by the public. In addition,
the integration of the business office
and recording accounting systems
will be completed in 2013.

Elections
The office will inaugurate a dedi-

cated e-mail address for voters to
access voting information. In addi-
tion, all sample ballots will provide
web information beginning in 2013
for easy access to voters.

FW Appointments Told
FANWOOD  –  The Fanwood Bor-

ough Council made the following
appointments at its reorganization
meeting on January 1.

Borough Officials for 2013: Ad-
ministrator, Eleanor McGovern; Bor-
ough Prosecutor, Daniel Antonelli;
Public Defender, Michael Doran;
Purchasing Agent, Pat Hoynes;
Deputy Court Administrator, Donna
Zucker; Official Tax Searcher, Col-
leen Huehn; Senior Citizens Coordi-
nator, Paulette Drogan; Recycling
Coordinator, Clinton Dicksen; Zon-
ing Official and Administrative Of-
ficer, Raymond Sullivan.

Fanwood School Crossing Guards:
Edward Frame, Alan Krey, Consuelo
Mruczinski, Julia Pohlman, and
Leroy Pohlman; Substitutes: Winchell
Alce, Karl Grossman, and Donna
Grant.

Planning Board (four-year term):
Dennis Sherry, Matthew Juckes,
Elizabeth Hogan, Teresa Seefeldt,
Daniel Zucker (alternate), Mike
Bonaccolto (alternate), and William
Lee (mayor’s designee).

Shade Tree Commission (five-year
term): Steve Falco and Thomas
Plante; Environmental Commission
(three-year term): Sandra Redder,
Adele Kenny, Eric Gaulin (alternate)
and Karen Diaz (alternate).

Borough Council Liaison to Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education,
Councilman Daniel Levine.

Shared Services Coordinating
Council (Fanwood, Scotch Plains,
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education): Mayor Colleen Mahr;
Councilwoman Katherine Mitchell,
Councilman Russell Huegel, and
Borough Administrator Eleanor
McGovern.

Shared Services Joint Police De-
partment: Mayor Colleen Mahr, Bor-
ough Attorney Dennis Estis, Coun-
cilman Russell Huegel, attorney Allan
Roth, and Chief Financial Officer
Frederick Tomkins.

Union County Community Devel-
opment Revenue Sharing Commit-
tee: Mayor Colleen Mahr, Borough
Administrator Eleanor McGovern,
Councilwoman Katherine Mitchell
(council’s representative), and
Paulette Drogan (council’s alternate
representative).

Union County Transportation Ad-
visory Committee: Councilman Jack
Molenaar (mayor’s representative);
Raritan Valley Rail Coalition: Coun-
cilman Jack Molenaar; Union County
Air Traffic And Noise Advisory
Board, Lynn Brown; Union County

Cultural And Heritage Programs
Advisory Board, Adele Kenny and
Tom Plante (alternate); Solid Waste
Advisory Council, Clinton Dicksen
(representative).

Cultural Arts Council: Council-
woman Katherine Mitchell (council
liaison); Adele Kenny (director), Alex
Pinto, Tom Plante (asst. director),
David Blechinger, Gary Szelc,
George Weiss, Linda Radice, Robert
Rosenbloom, Catherine Anderson,
and Carole Oakes.

Communications/Fanwoodian/TV
35/Website Committee: Michael
Szuch (council liaison); TV 35 Com-
mittee: George Weiss, Jim Grover,
and Michael Lewis; Communications
Committee: Joan Feller, Rosemarie
McCallion, Brian Horton, Sherman
Feller, Recreation Director Bob
Budiansky, Lynn Vlasaty,  Pat
Hoynes, Laura DeGennaro, and
Debbie Billington.

Fanwood Sustainable N.J. Green
Team: Steve Falco, Harold Clark,
Recreation Director Bob Budiansky,
Public Works Director Clint Dicksen,
Vincent Dionisio, Kalpana Kirshna
Kumar, Laura Frederico, Sandy Red-
der, Councilman Kevin Boris, Judy
Nelson, Allison Speck and Dean
Talcott.

Standing Borough Council Com-
mittees: Administration And Finance:
Anthony Parenti, chairman; Daniel
Levine and Kevin Boris; Public
Safety: Katherine Mitchell, police,
chair; Russell Huegel, rescue squad,
and Kevin Boris, fire; Public Works
Committee: Russell Huegel, chair;
Jack Molenaar and Anthony Parenti;
Land Use and Historic Preservation:
Jack Molenaar, chair; Daniel Levine
and Katherine Mitchell; Recreation
And Community Services: Kevin
Boris, chair; Jack Molenaar and
Russell Huegel; Health And Senior
Services: Daniel Levine, chair;
Katherine Mitchell and Anthony
Parenti.

Board of Health (four-year term):
Kathleen Thomas, Robert Stovall, and
Anthony Principe.

Historic Preservation Commission
(four-year term): Joan Feller, Bar-
bara Lea Couphos, Jason Benedict
(alternate), and Edward Groskinsky
(honorary lifetime member.

Recreation Commission (five-year
term): Mike Szuch, Tracy Fletcher,
and Jeremy Davis (alternate).

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Bill Would Require Mental
Screenings for Gun Applicants
Assemblyman Joe Cryan (D-20,

Union), an undersheriff with the
Union County Sheriff’s Department,
has introduced legislation to ensure
the mental stability of anyone autho-
rized to purchase a firearm in New
Jersey.

The bill (A-3667) would require
anyone applying for a firearms pur-
chaser identification card or a permit
to purchase a handgun to pass a men-
tal health screening administered by
a medical doctor or licensed psychia-
trist in New Jersey.

Under the bill, the mental health
screening would be developed by the
Superintendent of the State Police in
consultation with the Commissioner
of Human Services.

“If law enforcement officers are
required to undergo psychological
testing in order to carry a firearm and
hold their position, why shouldn’t
civilians as well? I think you would
be hard pressed to find any mass
shooting where mental illness did not
play a factor. This is a common-sense
move that is long overdue in my
opinion,” Asm. Cryan said.

Lautenberg Co-Sponsors
Assault Weapons Ban Bill

U.S. Senator Frank Lautenberg (D-
N.J.) is joining U.S. Senator Dianne
Feinstein (D-Calf.) in co-sponsoring
a renewal of the assault weapons ban.
Rep. Carolyn McCarthy (D-N.Y.),
whose son was seriously injured and
husband killed by a gunman aboard a
Long Island Railroad commuter train
in the 1990s, is introducing the bill in
the House of Representatives.

“I’ve no doubt the NRA (National
Rifle Association) and their allies will
put up a huge fight – they always do
– but I’m not afraid of them,” Sen.
Lautenberg said in an e-mail letter
distributed on January 10. “I’ve had
enough of this senseless killing, and
the senseless arguments against do-

ing anything about it.”
NRA ‘Disappointed’ by

Meeting With Biden
The four-million-member National

Rifle Association (NRA) attended last
Thursday’s White House meeting with
Vice-President Joseph Biden follow-
ing the Newtown, Conn. mass shoot-
ing deaths of 26, including 20 children.

“We were disappointed with how
little this meeting had to do with
keeping our children safe and how
much it had to do with an agenda to
attack the Second Amendment,” ac-
cording to an NRA statement e-mailed
to this newspaper. “While claiming
that no policy proposals would be
‘prejudged,’ this (White House) Task
Force spent most of its time on pro-
posed restrictions on lawful firearms
owners – honest, taxpaying,
hardworking Americans….

“We will not allow law-abiding
gun owners to be blamed for the acts
of criminals and madmen. Instead,
we will now take our commitment
and meaningful contributions to
members of Congress of both parties
who are interested in having an hon-
est conversation about what works –
and what does not.”

Cory Booker Files With
FEC for U.S. Senate

Newark Mayor Cory Booker has
filed paperwork with the Federal Elec-
tion Commission (FEC) for his can-
didacy in 2014 for the United States
Senate seat currently occupied by
Senator Frank Lautenberg (D-N.J.),
88. According to published reports,
Rep. Frank Pallone (D-6th), of Long
Branch, also has indicated his inter-
ested in the Senate, but has not filed
with the FEC. According to the FEC
website, Rep. Pallone filed paper-
work for the U.S. Senate in 2005, but
later endorsed current Senator Rob-
ert Menendez (D-N.J.)

News reports say Sen. Lautenberg
has yet to announce whether he will
seek reelection.
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Colleges Would Be Notified Of Stud.
Crim. Records Under Legislation

TRENTON – An Assembly com-
mittee on Monday approved legisla-
tion sponsored to authorize law en-
forcement agencies to inform public
and independent institutions of higher
education when a student is charged or
convicted of certain criminal offenses.

The bill (A-3173) would provide
that at the time of a criminal charge or
conviction of any student enrolled in
a public or independent institution of
higher education in the state, the law
enforcement or prosecuting agency
may provide written notice to the
president of the institution of the
student’s identity, the offense charged
and the conviction, if the offense con-
stitutes a crime and the offense such

as resulting in death or serious bodily
injury or involved an attempt or con-
spiracy to cause death or serious bodily
injury, unlawful use or possession of a
firearm or other weapon, involved the
unlawful manufacture, distribution or
possession with intent to distribute a
controlled dangerous substance or con-
trolled substance analog, if the perso
was committed with a purpose to in-
timidate an individual or group of
individuals because of race, color, re-
ligion, sexual orientation or ethnicity.

The Assembly Higher Education
Committee released the measure and
it now heads to the desk of Assembly
Speaker Sheila Oliver (D-34, East
Orange) for further consideration.
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Linden Man Pleads Guilty to
Gun Trafficking Charges

LINDEN – Attorney General Jef-
frey S. Chiesa announced recently
that a Linden man pleaded guilty to
weapons charges for selling two as-
sault rifles, an assault pistol, and a
revolver to an undercover detective
and an informant in a weapons traf-
ficking investigation by the New Jer-
sey State Police.

Andre Doss, 31, pleaded guilty on
January 3 to second-degree counts of
conspiracy, unlawful possession of
two assault firearms, and unlawful
possession of a revolver, as well as
third-degree unlawful possession of
a weapon. He also pleaded guilty to
conspiracy to distribute MDPV, a drug
known as “bath salts,” and conspiracy
to distribute 5-Methoxy-
diisopropyltryptamine, a drug known
as “foxy.” Under the plea agreement,
the state will recommend that Doss
be sentenced to 10 years in prison,
including five years of parole ineligi-
bility. Doss is scheduled to be sen-
tenced on Monday, April 15.

Doss admitted that in July and
August 2011, he arranged and, with
the help of co-defendant Duquan
Wells, completed sales of an ITM
Arms Co. semi-automatic rifle, a Tula
Arsenal fully automatic rifle with
large-capacity magazine, and a .22-
caliber revolver. The guns were sold
to an undercover detective of the New

Jersey State Police. Doss also admit-
ted that he sold a Cobray MAC-11
9mm assault pistol to an informant
working with the State Police.

“By indiscriminately selling deadly
assault weapons on the street, crimi-
nals like this defendant contribute to
the many shootings and murders we
see in our urban centers,” Mr. Chiesa
said. “We’ve stepped up our efforts to
seize these guns and send gun traf-
fickers to prison.”

“This man is one of 57 defen-
dants we indicted last year in con-
junction with the State Police on
charges of trafficking and possess-
ing illegal guns,” Stephen Taylor of
the Division of Criminal Justice
said. “We’re hitting these defen-
dants with the full force of our tough
gun laws.”

On Dec. 10, Doss’ co-defendant,
Wells, 31, of Linden, pleaded guilty
to conspiracy and weapons charges.
He admitted that he delivered the
two assault rifles and the revolver to
the purchaser after Doss arranged
the sales. He also pleaded guilty to
conspiracy to distribute MDPV. Un-
der his plea agreement, the state will
recommend that Wells be sentenced
to five years in state prison, includ-
ing three years of parole ineligibil-
ity. His sentencing is Friday, March
15.

Work Underway on Environ.
Study for Detention Basin

REGION – The Mayors Council
Rahway River Watershed Flood Con-
trol has begun the work plan to de-
velop the environmental assessment
of the proposed South Mountain re-
gional detention basin. At a meeting
with Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th), an
agreement with the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers was reached that included
the local communities working on the
environmental assessment under guid-
ance of the U.S. Army Corps and the
New Jersey Department of Environ-
mental Protection (DEP).

The South Mountain Regional
Detention basin is one of seven alter-
natives the Army Corps is evaluating
to mitigate flooding in the Rahway
River watershed. Mayors Council
representative Dan Aschenbach said,
“Corps hydrology studies have af-
firmed that the detention basin would
provide almost three feet lower water
elevation during peak storm condi-

tions in Millburn, Union and Spring-
field and about 1.5 feet lower eleva-
tion in Cranford. Additionally the
project is expected to enhance the
storage benefits from the Lenape Park
project, which is another priority
flood mitigation storage project the
Corps is evaluating.”

The work plan being conducted
has several key objectives including
evaluation of the impact of the basin
on the City of Orange water wells; the
impact of the project on Essex County
park facilities; and what impacts the
dry detention basin would have on the
local environment. The detention fa-
cility would hold stormwater back for
a few days so during peak conditions
less damage is faced by the communi-
ties downstream. Hurricane Irene is
estimated to have caused close to $100
million of damages in the Rahway
River watershed.

In October 2012, seven of the com-
munities signed an inter-local agree-
ment to fund the cost of the legal
analysis and work plan. The Mayors
Council has made requests to Gover-
nor Chris Christie and state Legisla-
ture for additional funding to com-
plete the assessment.

The next meeting of the Mayors
Council Rahway River Watershed
Flood Control is scheduled for 7 p.m.
on Thursday, January 31 at the Cranford
Community Center. The main part of
the agenda will be participation in a
stormwater management workshop that
is being held by the region’s environ-
mental commissions and the Associa-
tion of New Jersey Environmental
Commissions (ANJEC).

LESS ACCIDENTS AT UCC... The construction of a new Springfield Avenue
entrance and roadway this past summer has paid off wuth a 50 percent drop in
traffic accidents.  The work, completed in August 2012, created a drop-off point
that enabled students to arive from buses and go to class without crossing over a
road. The new lot configuration also reduced the number of internal turns and
resulted in a net gain of almost 60 parking spots.
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SUGG. SALE

TWIN EA.PC. 670 $334499
FULL EA.PC. 850 $444499
QUEEN SET 1800 $994499
KING SET 2880 $11554499

SATURN*
SUGG. SALE

TWIN EA.PC. 1630 $888844
FULL EA.PC. 1970 $11006699 
QUEEN SET 4300 $22335599
KING SET 6140 $33332299

SUGG. SALE
TWIN EA.PC. 1630 $888844
FULL EA.PC. 1970 $11006699 
QUEEN SET 4300 $22335599
KING SET 6140 $33332299

FIND STOREWIDE SAVINGS ON OUR ENTIRE INVENTORY NOW!

SSPPEECCIIAALLSSPPEECCIIAALL SSPPEECCIIAALL
SSPPEECCIIAALL SSPPEECCIIAALL

Plus Additional Savings On Premium Sets*
$100 Off Queen & King Sets $50 Twin and Full Sets*

*On New Premium Sets

SAVE 45-55%
What an incredible opportunity 

to purchase the world's finest mattresses!-
Unparalleled comfort and quality 

have been the hallmarks of 
every Shifman mattress since 1893.

Handmade in the USA, these exquisite
mattresses feature natural cotton

upholstery and other luxurious fibers.
So, don't let this limited time

offer catch you napping.

PLUSH
COMFORT*

•• HHAANNDDCCRRAAFFTTEEDD QQUUAALLIITTYY

•• EEXXCCEEPPTTIIOONNAALL CCOOMMFFOORRTT

•• TTWWOO--SSIIDDEEDD MMAATTTTRREESSSSEESS

•• NNAATTUURRAALL MMAATTEERRIIAALLSS

282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023

Tel: 908-889-9500

Call for an appointment
Visit our website at: www.sg-cpas.com

For All Your Business, Tax

& Financial Needs

LAWRENCE A. WOODRUFF

ATTORNEY

General Practice

Estate Planning and Probate

Family Law

Accredited Mediator

201 South Avenue E.

Westfield

654-8885

Lance Meets With Mayors,
Army Corps on Flood Control

WESTFIELD – Rep. Leonard
Lance (R-7th) met with several 7th
Congressional District mayors, state
officials and representatives of the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers on
January 9 to discuss the status of
the Rahway River basin feasibility
study currently underway by the
Corps.

During the meeting, Millburn
Mayor Sandra Haimoff, Springfield
Mayor David Amlen, Union Mayor
Clifton People, Cranford Mayor Tom
Hannen, Garwood Mayor Pat
Quattrochi and Union County Free-
holder Bruce Bergen received a brief-
ing from the Army Corps of Engi-
neers, state officials and Rep. Lance
about the status of the study.

The 7th District lawmaker, who
arranged the meeting, also pledged
his strong support for the project and
updated the group on several actions
he has already taken to support the
towns flood control needs.

Millburn Mayor Haimoff praised
Rep. Lance for organizing the meet-
ing for local officials.

Earlier this year, Rep. Lance met
with top Army Corps of Engineers
officials in Washington and New Jer-
sey about flood control needs in the
7h District and has invited assistant
secretary of the Army for Civil Works
for the Army Corps to New Jersey to
tour 7th District towns and get a

firsthand view of why the flood con-
trol study is critical to the area. Ad-
ditionally, Rep. Lance has also writ-
ten the Army Corps of Engineers
officials asking that funding for the
study be included in its 2014 federal
budget.

Insur. Policy Language
Subject of State Bill

TRENTON – Legislation to help
homeowners better understand their
insurance policies was released Mon-
day by an Assembly panel.

The bill (A-3642) would require
that the homeowner insurance con-
sumer information brochure already
required under state law contain a
one-page summary of the policy.

On December 6, the Assembly Fi-
nancial Institutions and Insurance Com-
mittee held a hearing to review insur-
ance issues facing residents in the after-
math of Hurricane Sandy. One issue
that arose was that many homeowners
are not aware of what their homeowner’s
insurance policy covers.

Assemblywoman Linda Stender
(D-22, Scotch Plains) is one of the
sponsors of the bill.

Scutari Bill Would Offer Recourse
When Insur. Cos. Act In Bad Faith

TRENTON – Senator Nicholas P.
Scutari (D-22, Linden) has intro-
duced legislation to provide con-
sumers with a method of civil re-
course in the event that an insurance
company acts in bad faith with re-
gard to a claim, a measure, which he
said would better protect residents
who were affected by Superstorm
Sandy and are attempting to recoup
their losses.

“Residents across the state are try-
ing to rebuild their lives after the
devastation caused by Sandy,” Sena-
tor Scutari said. “Especially for those
who are attempting to recoup their
losses from the storm, even a single
act of bad faith by an insurance com-
pany is one too many. Providing a
method of recourse for those who are
treated unfairly by their insurer,
whether or not the company has made
these tactics a long-standing prac-
tice, will better protect our residents
and help hold insurance companies
accountable.”

Currently, the state’s commissioner
of banking and insurance can inves-
tigate and, after a hearing, issue a
cease and desist order to an insurance
company regarding any unfair claims
practices that the company commits
or performs with such frequency as
to indicate a general business prac-
tice. Examples of unfair claim settle-
ment practices include: misrepresent-
ing pertinent facts or insurance policy
provisions relating to coverage; fail-
ing to acknowledge and act reason-
ably promptly upon communications
with respect to claims arising under
insurance policies; refusing to pay
claims without conducting a reason-
able investigation based upon all
available information, and failing to
affirm or deny coverage of claims
within a reasonable time after proof
of loss statements have been com-
pleted.

The Senator’s bill, the “Consumer
Protection Act of 2012,” would al-
low a consumer to take a private
cause of action against an insurance
company that engages in unfair prac-
tices in the settlement or attempted
settlement of insurance claims aris-
ing out of property and casualty in-
surance policies. This includes
homeowners or auto insurance. Spe-
cifically, the bill would provide that
a claimant may, regardless of any
action by the commissioner of bank-
ing and insurance, file a civil action
in court against an insurer that en-
gages in unfair practices, regardless
of whether the insurer does it with
enough frequency as to indicate a

general business practice.
The bill is intended to incorporate

into law certain aspects of New
Jersey’s current case law, which rec-
ognizes private causes of action in
first-party and third-party claims re-
garding the bad faith actions of insur-
ance companies which result in harm
to their insureds.

The bill, which was introduced on
January 13,  has been assigned to the
Senate Commerce Committee.

House OK’s Lance Bill
to Renew Preemie Law

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th) said biparti-
san legislation he co-authored has
won unanimous approval by the full
House of Representatives. The mea-
sure would renew a 2006 law to
provide important continued re-
search, education and intervention
in the national effort to reduce
preterm births.

In a speech on the floor of the U.S.
House, Rep. Lance said, “Our nation’s
prematurity rate is one of the highest
in the world and is the leading cause
of newborn death in the United States.
Infants born just a few weeks too
soon can face serious health chal-
lenges and are at risk for life-long
health and learning disabilities. In
addition to its human toll, prematu-
rity costs our economy at least $26
billion per year.”

This legislation would help re-
duce preterm birth, prevent new-
born death and disability caused by
premature birth and expand research
into the causes of preterm birth. It
also would promote the develop-
ment, availability and uses of evi-
dence-based standards of care for
pregnant women.

This legislation is supported by
the March of Dimes Foundation, the
American Academy of Pediatrics, the
American Congress of Obstetricians
and Gynecologists, the Association
of Women’s Health, and Obstetric
and Neonatal Nurses.

This year in the U.S., approxi-
mately 28,000 babies will die before
their first birthday, 36 percent of
those from pre-term birth complica-
tions.

The measure now awaits action in
the United States Senate before go-
ing to President Barack Obama.

www.goleader.com
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Letters to
the Editor

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Rush Holt (D)
50 Washington Rd., West Windsor, N.J. 08550
(609) 750-9365
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Farthest Point on Globe
From Westfield

Thanks for putting Hannah's pic-
ture from Perth Australia in the news-
paper.  It looks great!

Gordon (my husband) and I have
calculated that Perth, Australia, where
our daughter Hannah is now living, is
just about the farthest point on land
from Westfield as anywhere on the
globe!

Nancy Vickers
Westfield

WF Bd. of Health: It Is Not Too Late
To Get The Flu Vaccine

Devastated By Superstorm Sandy, Is
Seaside Park The ‘Ugly Stepchild?’

Distributed to Sandy-Displaced
Families In Time for Holidays

Reader Cites Photo as Shameful,
Disgraceful Pledge of Allegiance

We Can Communicate With Men
On The Moon, But Here?

The Westfield Board of Health met
on January 7, 2013, for its annual
reorganization meeting. Three mem-
bers were reappointed by the mayor
with approval of town council: Dr.
Vasilios Diamantopoulos, Gavin
Handwerker,  and me. I was reelected
president and Thomas O’Neill as vice-
president.

Influenza activity is now high
throughout New Jersey, according to
the State Department of Health. For-
tunately, this year’s vaccine appears
to be a good protective match.

It is not too late to get the flu
vaccine. You can still protect your-
self, your family and your friends by
being vaccinated against flu. Also,
children who are under 60 months
and attend licensed child care or pre-
school must be vaccinated each year.

Flu vaccinations are available at
the Westfield Regional Health De-
partment for a $10 charge. To sched-
ule yours, please contact Laura
Scanlon, the public health nursing
Supervisor, at (908) 789-4070, ext.

4074 or lscanlon@westfieldnj.gov.
The Health Department is spon-

soring health screenings with Over-
look Medical Center in the municipal
building. Diabetes screening will be
on Thursday, January 24, from 10 to
11:30 a.m. for a $10 charge. Free
hearing screenings will be on Thurs-
day, February 21, from 10 to 11:30
a.m. For more information about these
programs and to register, please con-
tact Ms. Scanlon.

Information about all of the
department’s activities is available
on its website www.westfieldnj.gov/
health. The complete minutes of the
January 7 meeting will be posted
after review and approval at our Feb-
ruary 4 meeting, which starts at 5:30
p.m. in the municipal building. At
that meeting we will discuss 2013
goals and objectives for the depart-
ment. As always, the public is invited
to attend.

Lawrence Budnick, MD
President, Westfield Bd. of Health

The Westfield High School Con-
cert Choir would like to thank the
community for its support and par-
ticipation in two recent fundraisers.
The Christmas tree disposal service
was a huge success. Choir students
and parent volunteers worked from
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. to pick up more than
175 trees from Westfield residents
who registered and donated $10 per
tree for the service. Proceeds from
this event will go towards scholar-
ships and future choir department
trips. In addition, at its holiday con-
cert, the choir department held a col-
lection to benefit A Jersey Shore

Christmas, an organization that helps
families who have been devastated
by Hurricane Sandy. Thanks to the
support and generosity of the concert
audience, $924 was received and con-
verted into gift cards. Dr. Linda King,
supervisor of fine arts, delivered these
gift cards to A Jersey Shore Christ-
mas, who then distributed them to
Sandy-displaced families just in time
for the holidays. The choir’s next
concert at the Westfield High School
is scheduled to take place on the
evening of Wednesday, May 22.

Angela Ko
WHS Choir Parent

On January 10th, the front page of
The Westfield Leader had a picture of
three members of the Union County
Freeholders reciting the Pledge of
Allegiance at the reorganization meet-
ing at the Union County courthouse
in Elizabeth.

Union County Sheriff’s Officer
Luis Alfaro is standing at attention
saluting the flag. (Proper etiquette
for uniformed personnel). Freeholder
Al Mirabella is standing at attention
with his right hand over his heart.

(Also proper etiquette).
Freeholders Mohamed Jalloh and

Bruce Bergen are standing with their
hands folded in front of them. (Not
proper etiquette) Shame on them for
not knowing the proper etiquette or
worse yet, choosing to ignore the
proper etiquette when reciting The
Pledge of Allegiance and shame on
you for allowing this disgraceful pic-
ture to be published in The Leader.

David Leiz
Westfield

Gary McGready made an impor-
tant suggestion for improving com-
munications in Westfield should an-
other great storm hit (The Westfield
Leader, January 10,2013). He rec-
ommends the Honeywell Alert Sys-
tem, which is similar to what is now
used by the Westfield School District
and many towns in Union County.
This system would permit anyone
who signs up to be contacted by tele-
phone, e-mail, and text.

All well and good, but what about
residents who lose FIOS or other
telephone service and electricity?
Many residents lost their FIOS ser-
vice and their television and radio
services for many days because of
Hurricane Sandy and so were unable
to receive any telephone or e-mail
communications. They had no means
of learning what was going on in
Westfield and in New Jersey. Mayor
Skibitsky and other town officials
were thus unable to contact them.. A
frightening situation!

A frightening situation made even
more so for residents who feared that
their health might require emergency
or medical assistance, which they
could not obtain because they had no
means of communication. Nor could
anyone without communications who
fell down the stairs and suffered a
concussion or broken bones or who

in other ways suffered some other
grievous injury. And for residents
who ran out of their life-saving medi-
cations the fright must have been
severe.

The Town of Westfield should pre-
pare to have town employees and
volunteers make door-to-door house
calls to residents who have no means
of communications. This fact can
easily be established by the town
contacting the various communica-
tions providers.

Additionally, the town should place
big bright signs at key locations and
send around trucks with loudspeak-
ers to provide information about wa-
ter safety and the location of emer-
gency shelters as well as other vital
information.

Neighborhood associations should
establish their own door-to-door con-
tact system.

We have the means to communi-
cate with men on the Moon and even
our satellites which have literally
passed out of our vast solar system,
but we do not as of now have the
means of communicating with resi-
dents in town whose communica-
tions systems are not working be-
cause of storm damage!

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

I am a proud subscriber to The
Westfield Leader since I moved to
town over three years ago. I look
forward to the paper arriving each
week. With that, my brother and I are
running a fundraiser on February 8,
2013 in an effort to support Seaside
Park.

We have personally chosen this
area amongst all others devastated by
Superstorm Sandy due to the fact that
our great grandparents were one of
the first builders there and later our
grandparents and then finally parents
resided there. In addition, Seaside
Park has become the “ugly stepchild”
so to speak to Seaside Heights when
it comes to fundraising efforts. Many
do not realize that a substantial por-
tion of the boardwalk is in the Park,
not just the Heights.

I have attached  a press release for
the event. I would hope you deem it
worthy to be printed in your newspa-
per next week (January 17).

I thank you in advance no matter
what you decide to do. Thanks again
and Happy New Year!

Vincent Gagliardi
Westfield

Editor’s note: A benefit is being
held on Friday, February 8, 2013 to
aid the community of Seaside Park.
The event will be at The Gran Centu-
rions, 440 Madison Hill Road, Clark,
N.J. from 7 p.m. to 11 p.m. The cost is
$60 and includes admission, food,
drinks (beer, wine, soda), and live
music from The Rick Cantor Band.

There will be a tricky tray with
prizes such as a backstage tour of the
Today Show; a Knicks
“Superpackage” and signed items
from stars Carmelo Anthony, Amare
Stoudemire and Tyson Chandler; as
well as a meet and greet with WWE
Hall of Famers and former stars.

The event is being run by a regis-
tered charity. All proceeds will assist
the residents and local businesses
hurt by Superstorm Sandy. This is the
only event specifically for Seaside
Park (not the Heights). Please visit
our website, www.ssp.2013.com.

To purchase tickets, make a dona-
tion or for any questions, e-mail
ssp2013@aol or call (908) 577-6232.
Any school or student organization
interested in supporting this charity
may contact Greg Gagliardi, student
fundraising coordinator.

Four Years Ago: Barack Obama
‘Great Expectations’

January 22, 2009:
“With President Barack Obama’s inauguration on

Tuesday, the country is filled with great expecta-
tions. Certainly, all wish President Obama well and
hope for his success in leading us. Many are over-
joyed.

It is an extraordinary moment for African-Ameri-
cans and for the dream of this country – “where all
men are created equal.” President Obama has a
considerable load placed on his shoulders, and he
needs the support of every American to tackle the
issues of today. Everything cannot be fixed at once,
every wish list cannot be granted, sacrifices will
occur, and compromises will be necessary. That is
the downside of Great Expectations.

Great Expectations, the novel by Charles Dickens
in 1861, has Pip stemming from humble begin-
nings and a simple life. After many adventures and
misadventures, Pip found himself with consider-
able income but fell into living beyond his means.
Pip confronted life in an artificial world, striving
for the upper class. He dealt with moral and finan-
cial challenges – encountering doubt about his

values. Charles Dickens must have had difficulty in
concluding his tale, for he wrote more than one
ending for Pip.

Are there any parallels to the expectations of today
with those of Dickens’ Pip in 1861? The media has
placed such great expectations on the President and
his wife, Michelle. Is this unfair – creating par far
higher than what is reasonable?

So, where will these “Great Expectations” bring
us? One hopes for the good fortune of President
Obama – seeking his wisdom and a good heart. We
believe that will be the case.

President Obama’s underlying message might be
best embodied in his words when speaking about
pilot Chesley Sullenberg and the crew of US Air-
ways Flight 1549 – “And it made me think, if
everybody did their job – whatever that job was – as
well as that pilot did his job, we’d be in pretty good
shape.” This, we whole-heartedly agree with and
urge all to strive for this level of performance.

And to President George W. Bush: Thank you for
keeping us safe, for your hard work and for your
dedication to the country. We wish you well.”

January 17, 2013 Great Expectations: So How Are We Doing?
SP Council Has Several

Topics to Discuss
As some one who routinely attends

the Scotch Plains Township Council
meetings, I would like to extend con-
gratulations to our new Mayor, Kevin
Glover; Councilwoman, Deputy
Mayor Colleen Gialanella and Coun-
cilman Louis Beckerman in being
sworn into service of our commu-
nity.

I look forward to attending and
participating in the meetings that they
and the other councilmen will be
conducting.

In particular, this would include
the several topics that have been dis-
cussed in the past year, such as the
municipal budget, senior housing,
Raritan Valley Sewer Authority, rep-
resentation at Freeholder meetings,
property taxes, emergency planning,
SID and surpluses.

I am sure that we can address these
items in a civil manor and that pro-
ductive conversations will take place.

Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

Deliberations Need to Be
Open to The Public

Local towns and boards are using social media and
websites in a greater extent to communicate with the
public. Along with this though, governing bodies are
meeting less. Thus, residents have less opportunity
to offer their views, hear views of others and have
dialogue with governing bodies. Without public
interaction, the only information from government
can become filtered and tailored.

Westfield and Scotch Plains councils used to meet
every Tuesday night. Both now meet two Tuesdays
per month, with the exception of summer months
when they meet only once a month.

This year, Westfield opted to have conference
meetings on the same night as the public meetings.
Conference meetings provide committee reports
and discussions on key issues – from finances to
road projects to public safety. There was a week
pause to reflect before action could be taken.

The decision by towns to reduce their public
meetings follows a trend. In the past, finance com-
mittee discussions with department heads were pub-
lic. A few years ago, Westfield made them private,
reducing council member attendance to less than a

quorum such that public meeting laws don’t apply.
This is unfortunate. These discussions are impor-

tant to residents and the press. How now are you to
know?

In the 1990s, the Westfield council dealt with a
number of interesting issues from discussions to
make the Reeve House the home of the Westfield
Historical Society, to replacement of the former
1907-circa Tuttle Parkway Bridge and to the estab-
lishment of a special improvement district.

Scotch Plains faced several issues over the years in
public meetings such as what was to become of the
former Terry Lou Zoo property or the more recent
establishment of a special improvement district.
Fanwood had drawn-out discussions over what was
to become of the former Dean Oil property.

We believe that government proceedings includ-
ing committee meetings should be public and that
agendas should be online a day or so in advance of
meetings.

In our opinion, government worked better when
matters were flushed out in public – not shielded by
“avoidance of quorum” or “executive session.”

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Madid – Wet; moist
2. Poort – A mountain pass
3. Hin – A Hebrew measure of liquids

holding about six quarts
4. Popliteal – The part of the leg behind

the knee

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

SCREE
1. The decay of teeth or bones
2. A pebble; a stone
3. Turmoil
4. A meteorite containing nothing but

iron
WALM

1. To infect
2. Well-formed
3. To bubble or boil
4. Peaceful; friendly

SECK
1. Barren; unprofitable
2. Of little or no consequence
3. A little shoot; a twig
4. Hives

WHELK
1. A young female swine
2. An old work horse
3. To shackle, to chain
4. A pimple

Muñoz Appointed
Deputy GOP Whip

TRENTON – Asw. Nancy Muñoz
of Summit on Tuesday was named to
Deputy Assembly Republican Whip
by Assembly Republican Leader Jon
Bramnick of Westfield. She was for-
merly co-chair of the Assembly Re-
publican Policy Committee.

“I appreciate the confidence Asm.
Bramnick has in my ability and I am
eager to serve in this new capacity,”
said Asw. Muñoz. “I have learned a
lot since my arrival in the Legislature
almost four years ago. I look forward
to taking on the challenges and re-
sponsibilities of my new role and will
do my best to serve the interests of
my constituents, fellow caucus mem-
bers and colleagues in the Legisla-
ture.”

Since assuming the seat formerly
occupied by her late husband, Eric,
who passed away on March 30, 2009,
Asw. Muñoz has worked to improve
access to healthcare and provide edu-
cational benefits to veterans.

News Item

CONGRESS PORK,
A LOT OF BACON
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AARP Calls for Expansion of Medicaid
in N.J.

www.uniquecruiseandtravel.com

Carol Bevere Kearney• Proprietor
207 CENTER STREET, GARWOOD

908-789-3303

The Mattress Factory Helps
Sandy Victims ‘Rest Ashore’

Formerly of Garwood but currently
of Fanwood, The Mattress Factory
has been a staple of this community
for over 35 years, serving organiza-
tions such as Furniture Assist, Center
for Hope Hospice and the Community
Food Bank of New Jersey as well as
many local youth sports organizations.

Living in this area, we have all felt
some effects from hurricane Sandy.
The Mattress Factory is no different
and was anxious to get involved in
the recovery effort. When the organi-
zation, Rebuild the Jersey Shore, a
group dedicated to supporting the
residents of the Tom’s River area,
was looking for someone to become
a drop zone for donations in a loca-
tion north of the shore area, it was an
easy commitment.

Currently the Mattress Factory is
the dedicated drop zone for Union
County and most of central and north-
ern New Jersey. Owner, Ron Shovlin
says, “After the hurricane, my wife
Kara and I asked ourselves, as many
of us did, what can we do to help?
Using our factory space to collect
donations was the first step, but we

soon decided we wanted to use our
products too.”

As luck would have it they were
contacted by Hope for Highlands, an
organization established to set up co-
operative buying opportunities for
several Jersey Shore communities, in
order to help its residents rebuild. This
group, committed to contributing to
the local economy, was looking to
secure local businesses in this en-
deavor. They hoped to find mattresses
that were built in NJ, which of course
led them to The Mattress Factory.

So far, they have delivered over 70
sets. “This was an opportunity for us
to provide those folks, who had lost
everything including their beds, with
a great product that will contribute to
their quality of life as they rebuild.”
As NJ rebuilds one thing seems clear,
there is a renewed sense of pride in
our state. Our citizens and businesses
have a renewed commitment to one
another and that is a silver lining. Or
as Kara says, “that is Jersey Strong!”

*****
Paid Bulletin Board
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The clock is ticking. Governor
Christie is only weeks away from
announcing his state budget, and one
decision that he has to make involves
the expansion of Medicaid. As it cur-
rently stands, he has the opportunity
to provide an affordable health care
option for hundreds of thousands of
currently uninsured New Jerseyans
by making Medicaid expansion a part
of the next state budget. In 2010,
Governor Christie said that he wants
everyone to have health insurance,
and he wants everyone to have access
to health care. This is an opportunity
to work towards that reality.

Medicaid expansion would pro-

vide an affordable health coverage
option to people just like you and me.
Hard-working New Jerseyans who
have fallen on hard times, people
who have lost their jobs as a result of
the economic downturn, or possibly
even as a result of natural disasters
such as Superstorm Sandy. These are
people that have paid into Medicaid
for years, and now, they deserve the
opportunity to receive help from this
very program when they need it most.
As an AARP New Jersey volunteer, I
urge people to call the Governor and
ask him to expand Medicaid.

John Hall
AARP New Jersey Volunteer

*** 2013-01-15 Summit - The third
annual Paint Your Pain Program is un-
derway at the Pain Management Center
at the Atlantic Neuroscience Institute at
Overlook Medical Center. The Center is
inviting individuals to help create a teach-
ing exhibition by submitting works of art
that tell others about their pain experi-
ence living with it, recovering from it, or
both. An alternative approach that does
not require medication or treatment, the
Paint Your Pain Program has become a
cathartic and therapeutic approach to pain
management for patients while they are
away from the Pain Management Center.
Artwork may be submitted now until
February 28, 2013 and will be exhibited
at the Center as submitted. The event will
culminate with an exhibition in the Bouras
Auditorium at Overlook Medical Center
on March 26, 2013, from 6 to 7:30 p.m.
For details, please call (908) 522-6112.

———————
*** 2013-01-11 Livingston - The

Foundation for Diabetes Research will
be hosting it’s 2nd annual Rollerskating
event on Sunday, March 10, 2013 at
6p.m. to 8p.m. at Florham Park Roller
Rink. Here’s a fun way to help with
FDR’s quest to find a cure. Bring your
family and friends to an evening of
rollerskating and a casual dinner. See
http://www.diabetesnj.org/ and contact
Karen Holtzman, tel: (973) 994-1972, e-
mail: diabetesnj@yahoo.com

———————
*** 2013-01-10 Westfield - The

Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary club in-
vites all Rotarians and the public to the
quarterly Union County meeting. The
meeting will be hosted by the Rotary
Clubs of Fanwood-Scotch Plains and
Westfield, N.J. The speaker, Brittany
Aubin, will discuss The Global Poverty
Project. For more information, go to
www.globalpovertyproject.com. Loca-
tion: Echo Lake Country Club Date: Janu-
ary 23, 2013 Time: noon to 1:30 p.m.
Cost: $26 (includes a buffet lunch). All
are welcome. Please RSVP by January
18 to Michael Dietrich at (908) 789-
3175. Learn more about Rotary, please
join us for a Wednesday lunch meeting at
12:15 p.m. at the Stagehouse Restaurant
in Scotch Plains. For more information,
see www.fsprotary.org

———————
*** 2013-01-09 Scotch Plains - The

Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service League,
an all-volunteer organization that oper-
ates The Thrift Shop at 1741 East Second
Street in Scotch Plains is currently seek-
ing applicants for its 2013 college schol-
arships. Students who are residents of
Fanwood or Scotch Plains and are se-
niors at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School or other area high schools, or who
are currently attending college or voca-
tional school, are eligible to apply. The
scholarships are awarded on the basis of
a students record of volunteer service and
community involvement plus financial
need, evidence of financial self-help, and
academic promise. In 2012, three local
students received $3,000 each in scholar-
ship aid. The League’s Scholarship Com-
mittee screens all applications and deter-
mines the number and amount of awards

in May of each year. To be considered for
the League scholarships, all applicants,
including current scholarship recipients
and students attending college or other
programs, must submit a completed and
signed local scholarship application, a
personal letter, grade transcripts, and SAT
or ACT scores, if applicable. The appli-
cation form and complete instructions
are included in the 2013 Local Scholar-
ship Booklet, available at the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School Guidance
Department, or online at the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Public Schools website,
www.spfk12.org. Information is also
available on the Service League website
at scotchplainsthriftshop.weebly.com.
Please note that all materials must be
mailed to the Service League’s scholar-
ship chairperson at the Thrift Shop’s ad-
dress, 1741 East Second Street in Scotch
Plains, postmarked on or before Febru-
ary 15, 2013. Announcement of the 2013
scholarship winners will be made in the
spring at the SPFHS Awards Night.

———————
*** 2013-01-09 Mountainside - The

PTA is hosting a Community Pancake
Breakfast on Saturday, January 26, 2013
at the Deerfield School cafe from 8:30 to
11:30 a.m. (Snow date Saturday, Febru-
ary 2). There will be food, fun, music,
and prizes! The cost is $5 adult (4 pan-
cakes, 2 sausages, fruit & beverage); Se-
nior $4 (4 pancakes, 2 sausages, fruit and
beverage); smaller portion $4 (2 pan-
cakes, 1 sausage, fruit & beverage); or
bagel breakfast $3 (bagel, fruit and bev-
erage). Pre-registration is preferred, but
there will be tickets at the door.

———————
*** 2013-01-09 Westfield - On Fri-

day, January 25, Westfield High School
will be hosting a benefit concert to raise
money for Hurricane Sandy relief efforts
at the Jersey Shore. The concert is being
organized by a team of faculty, staff and
students from the high school. The four
bands that will be playing are The Flying
Dogs of Jupiter, Hammond, The Static
Jacks and Transit Radio. All the bands
have roots in Westfield, and to make it
even more of a community event, a large
part of the evening will be run by student
volunteers. Tickets are twenty for adults
and ten for students, including middle
and high school. All proceeds will go
towards relief efforts as well as the
Westfield High School Helping Hands
Fund. Donations can be made out to
Westfield High School.

———————
*** 2013-01-08 Westfield - The Paul

Jackson Fund, www.pauljacksonfung.org
(a charity of last resort for those in finan-
cial crisis due to long-term illness or
disability) seeks volunteers to assist with
their upcoming Gala. The Gala will be
held on April 19, 2013 at The Grand
Summit Hotel in Summit. It takes many
hands to make an event a success. There
are committee positions available includ-
ing, live and silent auction, decoration,
program advertisement, etc. For more
information, join us on Monday, January
21 at 7 p.m. at The Paul Jackson Fund
office - 223 Elmer Street, Westfield or
contact us (908)233-6110.

COMMUNITY POSTS
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Letters to the Editor

Sen. Ray Lesniak (D) of Elizabeth
Announces Reelection Run

I wanted to make it official, I am
running for re-election to the state
senate. With our state still reeling
from the effects of Hurricane Sandy
and our nation rocked by the tragedy
in Newton, Conn., my passion to
serve is stronger today than at any
other point in my career. The issues
we are facing today need strong lead-
ership:

1. Never Again: upgrading our elec-
tric power delivery system so we
won’t be kept in the dark (literally
and figuratively) for long periods of
time ever again.

2. Violence And Gun Control: pro-
moting federal adoption of New
Jersey’s ban on assault weapons and
requiring background checks on all
gun purchases, expansion of mental
health courts for offenders and invol-
untary outpatient commitment for
potentially violent individuals and
declaring violence a public health

crises.
3. Marriage Equality: overriding

Governor Christie’s veto of Marriage
Equality (same sex marriage).

4. Animal Protection: ban Gesta-
tion Crates, Shark Finning and Bear
Baiting, protecting endangered ex-
otic animals and requiring spading
and neutering of all dogs sold in N.J.

5. Job Creation/Economic Devel-
opment: expanding my job creation
legislation in our cities, ports and
throughout the state and getting Gov-
ernor Christie to sign my Foreclosure
Transformation Act.

6. Sports Betting: keeping up my
fight for legalized sports betting at
our casinos in Atlantic City and our
racetracks to promote tourism and
boost these vital job producing in-
dustries suffering from severe rev-
enue losses.

Ray Lesniak
Elizabeth

Governor Christie Re-Election Forgoes
Matching Funds for Primary

WESTFIELD -  The Christie for
Governor campaign filed its fourth
quarter report on Tuesdaywith the Elec-
tion Law Enforcement Commission
(FEC) showing $2.1 million raised and
a cash on hand of $2.1 million. In the
wake of this support, the Governor’s
re-election campaign has decided not
to pursue matching funds for the pri-
mary election cycle.

“In response to Governor Christie’s
decisive leadership and clear record of
historic, bipartisan reform, we’ve seen
an unprecedented level of financial

support from donors across all 21 coun-
ties in New Jersey.  This positive reac-
tion during such a short period of time
only continues to grow daily which is
why Governor Christie’s campaign has
decided not to pursue matching funds
for this primary election cycle,” said
Bill Palatucci of Westfield.

“I would also like to thank Todd
Christie, Jon Hanson and the entire
finance committee for their continued
efforts. They have been a tremendous
help in reaching the campaign’s
fundraising goals,” he added.
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Scotch Plains Rescue Squad
Honors Members at Dinner
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains Rescue Squad recently held its
annual Installation of Officers Dinner
at Snuffy’s Pantagis Restaurant in
Scotch Plains. Many local public fig-
ures and guests were present to extend
their gratitude for the service provided
by the squad for the past 76 years.

Dignitaries included the newly
elected Mayor Kevin Glover and
Deputy Mayor Colleen Gialanella, as
well as Township Manager Henry
Underhill, Police Chief Brian Mahoney
and Fire Chief Jonathan Ellis.

Robert Gurske, chaplain for the res-
cue squad, conducted a memorial ser-
vice for deceased members who served
the Scotch Plains Rescue Squad for
many years. Following the service,
Mayor Glover administered the oath of
office to: President, Edward Fiedler;
First Vice-President, Antonio
Robertiello; Second Vice-President,
Patricia Buckridee; Secretary, Joanne
Gurske; Treasurer, Harold Hill; Chap-
lain, Robert Gurske; Captain, Daniel
Sullivan; First Lieutenant, Joseph Co-
lon, and Second Lieutenant, Carolyn
Di Donato. Rescue Squad Delegates
include Daniel Sullivan, Deborah Speth
and James Baxter. Alternate Delegates
are Robert Foester, Christopher Fuentes
and Aprilnicole Gano. Serving as trust-
ees are Brian Cassidy, Robert Speth
and Sue Baldani.

Service awards were presented to
Harold Hill for 55 years of volunteer
service; Deborah Speth for 30 years;
Carolyn Di Donato and Joan Lozowski
for 25 years; Steven Wheeler and Rob-
ert Foester for 20 years; Aprilnicole
Gano for 10 years, and Kathleen Yen,
Karolyn Buckridee, Christopher

Fuentes, Chang Yaramothu, Antonio
Robertiello, Gregory Cassidy and
Frank Mellana for five years.

The rescue squad answered 1,200
calls in 2012 and rendered mutual aid
73 times to six surrounding communi-
ties.

“These devoted volunteers leave
their homes, day and night, to be of
service to the community. During
Superstorm Sandy, many rescue
squad volunteers worked tirelessly,
with no power to the squad building,
rendering aid to our town,” according
to a statement by the organization.

The squad welcomes new members,
as well as those interested in contribut-
ing time and talent to support the orga-
nization. Individuals can apply for
membership at 18 years of age or serve
as a cadet at age 16. Those ages 14 or
older can serve on the Scotch Plains
Rescue Squad Auxiliary. For more in-
formation about becoming a Scotch
Plains EMT, auxiliary member or vol-
unteer, or to make a donation, contact
scotchplainsrescuesquad@gmail.com
or call (908) 322-2103 any weeknight
between 6 and 11 p.m.

The rescue squad has many ser-
vices available for those in the com-
munity with need. Hospital equip-
ment, such as wheelchairs, canes and
crutches, are available for use free of
charge. The Scotch Plains Rescue
Squad relies on ongoing community
support. These contributions enable
the squad to fulfill its motto: “Neigh-
bors Helping Neighbors. We Work
For Pride Not Pay.” The squad looks
forward to continued growth with the
Township of Scotch Plains as it faith-
fully serves those who call for help.

POLICE BLOTTER

HOMExperts Helps People
Protect Biggest Investment

Mitchell P. Harris

“Your home, professionally managed”

Since 1983

Be Proactive - Not ReactiveBe Proactive - Not Reactive

908-346-1111 h-o-m-experts.com
services provided by Harris Group LLC - license #13VH01516100

Mitchell P. Harris

HOMExperts

Licensed Real Estate Broker - R.C.S.Building Inspector - Black Seal Boiler Operator - Licensed General Contractor

- Maintenance Packages -
- Contractor Negotiating -

- Insurance Advocacy -
- Safety Inspections -
- Action Planning -

- Emergency Preparation -
- Permits & Town Applications -

- many, many more -

Paul Stierhoff Is Named
Five Star Wealth Manager

Paul R. Stierhoff

SUMMIT – R. Seelaus and Com-
pany is pleased to announce that
Executive Vice President, Paul R.
Stierhoff, Certified Financial Plan-
ner™ has been selected as a 2013
FIVE STAR Professional Wealth
Manager and is featured
in the January 2013 edi-
tion of New Jersey
Monthly magazine under
the Financial Planning
category.

The 2013 Five Star
Wealth Managers are a
select group. Out of more
than 51,000 registered
representatives in New
Jersey, less than 2 percent
of wealth managers were
named to the list.

Award candidates were identified
using one of three sources: firm nomi-
nation, peer nomination and pre-
qualification based on industry stand-
ing. Self-nominations are not ac-
cepted. Only wealth managers with a
minimum of five years of experience
were considered. Wealth managers

do not pay a fee to be considered or
placed on the final list of 2013 Five
Star Wealth Managers.

About R. Seelaus and Co., Inc.:
R. Seelaus and Company, Inc. is an

investment firm doing business in
downtown Summit, N.J.
Since opening its doors in
1984 and in the nearly three
decades in business, the
firm has been meeting the
planning and investment
needs of high net worth
individuals and businesses.

Certified Financial Plan-
ner Board of Standards Inc.
owns the certification
marks CFP®, CERTIFIED
FINANCIAL PLAN-
NER™ and federally reg-

istered CFP (with flame design) in
the U.S., which it awards to individu-
als who successfully complete CFP
Board’s initial and ongoing certifica-
tion requirements.
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HOMExperts is a revolutionary
service company.

No other company is positioned or
dedicated to providing homeowners
with the maintenance and management
services they most desperately need.

HOMExperts will get to know your
home inside and out. Handling all of
the regular maintenance scheduling,
annual safety inspections, annual
property and building
reviews, and action
planning through
monthly home owner
training tips, remind-
ers, and personal visits.

Company founder
Mitchell P. Harris is a
licensed New Jersey
real estate broker for
over 25 years and has
completed more than
$750 million of trans-
actions. He also is a construction
expert and has been involved in the
construction of almost 600 brand-
new homes, thousands and thousands
of square feet of commercial build-
outs, and hundreds of large-scale resi-
dential additions and renovations. He
is a licensed R.C.S. Building Inspec-
tor, Black Seal Boiler Operator, Cer-
tified Pool Operator, Certified Public
Adjuster and licensed General Con-
tractor.

“Many people will maintain their

cars, but in large part they fail to
properly maintain and protect the larg-
est investment they make in life: their
home. People often ignore home
maintenance and are shocked to find
that a once simple issue has bal-
looned into a major, often expensive,
problem that could jeopardize the
value of their home.” – Mitch Harris.

HOMExperts is designed to assist
the homeowner in the
daily, weekly, monthly,
annual and lifetime
management of the
home. There is a plan
for every type of home
and homeowner.

HOMExperts offers a
full range of preventa-
tive care packages and
maintenance plans, as
well as dozens of real
estate-based consulting

services. Bid Analysis, Concierge
Services, Insurance Advocacy, Asset
Management, Permitting and Code
Compliance, just to name a few.

The time is now to have your home
professionally managed and main-
tained.

Be Proactive – Not Reactive
H-O-M-Experts.com
(908) 346-1111
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College Men’s Club to Hold
‘Friday Night at the Fights’
WESTFIELD – The College

Men’s Club of Westfield will host
“Friday Night at the Fights” on Fri-
day, February 1, at the Marriott Ho-
tel at Newark Airport. The event will
begin at 6:30 p.m.

Boxing Night has become an an-
nual tradition on Super Bowl week-
end, and is designed to be an enjoy-
able “night out with the guys.” This
year’s event will include a sit-down
dinner and up to a dozen champion-
ship bouts at various weight classes
sanctioned by the New Jersey Asso-
ciation of USA Boxing. All bouts will
be the New Jersey Championship Fi-
nals. Tickets are available by contact-
ing Tim Heine, Boxing Committee
chairman, at tim.heine@aexp.com.

Boxing Night is the main fund-
raising event for the College Men’s
Club. All proceeds will be used to
provide scholarships to deserving
young men from Westfield High
School. Last year, the club awarded
more than $50,000 to 10 students, and
the College Men’s Club has awarded
more than $1 million in scholarships
to hundreds of recipients since 1922.

Anyone interested in becoming a
member or trustee of the College
Men’s Club may contact Terry
O’Connor, president, at
toconnor@highrisepartners.com.
Donations, all of which go toward
scholarships, can be sent to the Col-

lege Men’s Club at P.O. Box 841,
Westfield, N.J. 07091. Checks should
be made payable to the College Men’s
Club of Westfield.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FIGHT NIGHT…The College Men’s Club of Westfield will hold its annual
boxing event, “Friday Night at the Fights,” on February 1 beginning at 6:30 p.m.
at the Marriott Hotel at Newark Airport. Proceeds support scholarships awarded
by the club to young men at Westfield High School. Pictured above is a bout from
last year’s event.

Seasons Support Group
To Meet Next Week

WESTFIELD – Seasons, a sup-
port group for divorced, separated
and widowed individuals of all faiths,
as well as for anyone who has expe-
rienced the loss of a relationship,
will meet next on Thursday, January
24. All are welcome.

Dr. James S. Hewitt will be the
guest speaker. He will present a brief
overview of the history of The Parish
of Trinity Church in the City of New
York. Dr. Hewitt, a 30-year member
of Trinity Church, will discuss many
of the highlights of this historical and
ecclesiastical landmark. Trinity
Church is a Gothic revival-style church
that sits on Broadway at the head of
Wall Street, surrounded by a cemetery
that is the final resting place of many
notable figures in American history.

Meetings are held every second and
fourth Thursdays, from 7:15 to 9 p.m.,
in the activities center building of St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church, lo-
cated at 1600 Rahway Avenue in
Westfield. For more information, call
Joan Hernandez at (908) 930-2791 or
e-mail 2008seasons@live.com.

The Chelsea at Fanwood presents

Please RSVP:  908-654-5200

OPEN HOUSE!

THE CHELSEA
AT FANWOOD

295 SOUTH AVENUE

FANWOOD, NJ 07023

SATURDAY, JANUARY 26th

2:00 PM TO 4:00 PM
APARTMENT TOURS IN:

www.chelseaseniorliving.com

Lofts at Chelsea

Westfield
Tuesday, January 8, David Brinkley,

36, of Plainfield was arrested at
Plainfield police headquarters on an
outstanding Westfield warrant for
$500. He was held in lieu of bail
pending a January 9 court date.

Tuesday, January 8, Adnan
Maqsood, 19, of Union was arrested
at police headquarters on two out-
standing Westfield warrants, in
amounts of $750 and $250. Bail was
posted on the warrants.

Thursday, January 10, after being
stopped for a motor vehicle violation,
Kyle Fleming of Westfield was ar-
rested on an outstanding Westfield
traffic warrant. He was processed and
released after posting bail.

Thursday, January 10, Jose Nolasco
was arrested at police headquarters
on an outstanding warrant. He was
processed and released after posting
bail.

Friday, January 11, Nikiya Walker,
28, of Newark was arrested during a
motor vehicle stop in the area of Cen-
tral Avenue and Sussex Street on an
outstanding Westfield warrant. Walker
was transported to police headquar-
ters, processed and released after post-
ing $100 bail.

Friday, January 11, Stephen Ojomo
of Elizabeth was arrested on an out-
standing Westfield motor vehicle war-
rant. Ojomo was processed and re-
leased after posting bail.

Friday, January 11, Travis Dulk of
Roselle Park was arrested on an out-
standing Scotch Plains warrant. He
was processed and released after post-
ing $178 bail.

Friday, January 11, Yeudi Alvarez-
Hernandez, 22, and Lefty Rodriguez,
23, both of Elizabeth, were arrested
and charged with burglary to a resi-
dence, criminal mischief, resisting ar-
rest and obstructing administration of
law. According to police, patrol units
and detective bureau units responded
to a report of two suspicious males on
the 900 block of Brown Avenue. Re-
sponding units located the pair inside
a residence, authorities said, at which
time the suspects attempted to flee
the scene. Both men were appre-
hended after a brief foot pursuit. The
suspects were transported to police
headquarters, processed and commit-
ted to the Union County jail with bail
set at $20,000.

Sunday, January 13, after being
stopped for motor vehicle violations,
Brandon Crouch, 19, was arrested
and charged with being in possession
of less than 50 grams of suspected
marijuana. Crouch was processed and
released.

Monday, January 14, a motor ve-
hicle, described as a 2011 Nissan
Altima valued at $25,000, was re-
ported stolen on the 500 block of East
North Avenue.

Monday, January 14, Cory Johnson,
22, of Plainfield was arrested on the
600 block of South Avenue and
charged with hindering apprehension.
Authorities discovered an outstand-
ing warrant from Plainfield for
Johnson. He was released after post-
ing $250 bail.

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, January 8, a resident of

Raritan Road reported that sometime
overnight someone drove onto his
property and damaged the lawn and
lamppost.

Tuesday, January 8, a resident of
Lake Avenue reported that a former
friend sends her multiple text mes-
sages a day.

Tuesday, January 8, a resident of
Belvedere Drive reported that some-
one removed a checkbook from her
kitchen. According to police, she had
several people over to do work and
when they left, she noticed her check-
book was missing.

Wednesday, January 9, a Church
Avenue resident reported that upon ar-
riving home, at approximately 5:30 p.m.,
a white male was trying to get into the
closed-in porch area. According to po-
lice, when the victim asked the suspect
what he was doing, he ran off.

Saturday, January 12, a resident of
Park Avenue reported that he had re-
ceived a call from a representative at
his bank informing him that someone
had fraudulently signed his name to a
bank record in an attempt to withdraw

money.
Saturday, January 12, Andrea Evely,

24, of Plainfield was arrested after a
motor vehicle stop on Route 22 on an
outstanding $165 warrant issued by
the Fanwood Court. She was trans-
ported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released.

Saturday, January 12, Carolyn
Romano, 19, of Colchester, Conn.
was arrested and charged with pos-
session of suspected marijuana after
a motor vehicle stop on West Broad
Street. She was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released.

Sunday, January 13, Kenny Leon,
22, of North Plainfield was arrested
and charged with possession of sus-
pected marijuana after a motor ve-
hicle stop on Front Street. He was
transported to police headquarters,
processed and released.

Sunday, January 13, a resident of
Cook Avenue reported that sometime
overnight someone entered her motor
vehicle and removed a laptop com-
puter, valued at approximately $600.
According to police, the victim stated
the vehicle was locked at the time, but
there were no signs of forced entry.

Sunday, January 13, the manager
of a Route 22 restaurant reported that
sometime overnight someone at-
tempted to gain entry to the restaurant
by prying open the drive-through win-
dow.

Mountainside
Sunday, January 6, a patron of a

Route 22 theater reported that she left
her rust-colored Louis Vuitton purse
on her seat in the theater and when
she returned, it was missing. Accord-
ing to police, the purse contained
$100, a checkbook, multiple credit
cards and identification cards includ-
ing a driver’s license. The victim’s
friend saw a black female walking out
with a similar purse in her possession
but did not know at the time that her
friend’s purse was missing, police
said.

Tuesday, January 8, Jordan D.
Saltzberg, 30, of Haworth was ar-
rested for allegedly driving with a
suspended license after a motor ve-
hicle stop on Route 22. He was pro-
cessed and released at the scene.

Tuesday, January 8, Rolando
Lozano, 26, of Elizabeth was arrested
for allegedly driving with a suspended
license after a motor vehicle stop on
Route 22. He was processed and re-
leased at the scene.

Tuesday, January 8, a resident of
Manville was traveling on Route 22 at
the east to west U-turn when his mo-
tor vehicle struck a large pothole that
caused his tire to blow, as well as
damage to the front end of the ve-
hicle. According to police, the State
of New Jersey has been notified nu-
merous times about this pothole and
others but has neglected to repair them.

Tuesday, January 8, a receptionist
at a Sheffield Street business reported
that an individual stating that he works
for a debt collection and financial
fraud company repeatedly calls the
business asking for an individual who
works there, but is not permitted to
receive phone calls. According to
police, the caller called several times
while police were investigating the
incident and an officer answered the
phone, identified himself as the po-
lice and told the individual to stop
calling. The caller stated he would
continue to call the individual at work
and the receptionist was advised to
contact the phone company and block
the number, police said.

Wednesday, January 9, a resident
of Cherry Hill Road reported damage
from Superstorm Sandy that included
downed trees, a damaged sun porch, a
punctured roof and a glass-top patio
table and seven patio chairs.

Wednesday, January 9, Joy S.
Glazer, 66, of Mountainside was ar-
rested and charged with disorderly
conduct.

Saturday, January 12, Mark A.
Ciecura, 24, of Scotch Plains was
arrested for allegedly driving with a
suspended license after a motor ve-
hicle stop on Springfield Avenue.

Saturday, January 12, Eugene M.
Chyzowych, 41, of Westfield was ar-
rested and charged with driving while
intoxicated (DWI) after a motor ve-
hicle accident on Mountain Avenue.

Willow Grove to Present
Dixie Mix Jazz Concert

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Dixie
Mix Dixieland Band will perform
a mid-day Jazz Concert on Sun-
day, January 27, at the Willow
Grove Presbyterian Church. In-
cluded in the price of admission
will be a lunch featuring pulled
pork sandwiches, beverages and
dessert. Lunch will begin at 11:30
a.m. downstairs in the church fel-
lowship hall, with the concert start-
ing at approximately 12:30 p.m. in
the sanctuary.

Admission to both lunch and the
concert will be $10 for adults and
teenagers, $5 for children ages 5 to
12, with a one-family maximum of
$25, and no charge for children under
age 5. To make reservations, call the
church office at (908) 232-5678 or e-
mail office@willowgrovechurch.org.

The Dixie Mix Dixieland Band
plays Dixieland jazz standards
from the early to mid-20th century
in a classic improvisational style.
The upcoming concert will include
such popular tunes as “Lazy River,”
“That’s-A-Plenty,” “Tiger Rag,”
“Tin Roof Blues,” “St. Louis
Blues” and “Bill Bailey.” Other
jazz standards to be performed in
Dixieland style include “My Heart

Belongs to Daddy,” “Bei Mir Bist
Du Schon,” “Undecided” and “Te-
quila.”

The Dixie Mix Band has per-
formed in settings ranging from
the NJPAC Rotunda to small ven-
ues. The Dixie Mix Quintet played
at the Willow Grove Mardi Gras
Jazz Worship Service in 2010 and
2011 with tenor sax lead, and in
2012 introduced cornet lead.

The musicians performing with
the Dixie Mix Jazz Concert on Janu-
ary 27 are as follows: Doug
Rollender, founder of the Dixie Mix
in 1994, who serves as its musical
director and trombonist; Scott
Ricketts, trumpet; Cass Gilbert, pi-
ano and vocalist; Frank Narucki,
clarinet, and Alex Duque, bass.

The Willow Grove Presbyterian
Church (PCUSA) is located at 1961
Raritan Road, Scotch Plains, across
the street from the Southside
Firehouse and Southside Soccer
Field, and near the corner of South
Martine Avenue. All church facili-
ties are handicap-accessible. For
other ministries, check the church
website, willowgrovechurch.org,
or call the church at (908) 232-
5678.
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Andrew Brodsky and Ms. Georgia Mierswa

Ms. Georgia Mierswa
To Wed Andrew Brodsky

It is with great pleasure that
Charles and Julia Mierswa of
Westfield announce the engagement
of their daughter, Ms. Georgia
Mierswa, to Andrew Brodsky.

The bride-to-be is a graduate of
Westfield High School and Hamilton
College, where she fell in love with
her betrothed during freshman year.
She also earned a Certificate in Pub-
lishing from Columbia University
and currently is a marketing associ-
ate at Oxford University Press.

Mr. Brodsky, son of Dr. Ken and
Jane Brodsky of Auburn, Me., is a
graduate of Edward Little High
School and Hamilton College, and
is earning his DMD degree from the
University of Connecticut School of
Dental Medicine.

Mr. Brodsky proposed to Ms.
Mierswa in the center of the Bryant
Park ice rink in front of their friends,
family and a crowd of applauding
skaters. The wedding is planned for
summer 2014.

MR. AND MRS. DAVID WILLIAM GEISSLER
(She is the former Miss Sara Margaret Gilbert)

David W. Geissler Marries
Miss Sara M. Gilbert

Miss Sara Margaret Gilbert and
David William Geissler were mar-
ried on Saturday, November 17, 2012,
at the Sardis Presbyterian Church in
Charlotte, N.C.

The Reverend Dr. John Thomas
Kort officiated at the 6 p.m. ceremony.
A reception with dinner and dancing
followed at the Charlotte Country
Club.

Sara Margaret is the daughter of
Dr. and Mrs. Paul Pressly Gilbert of
Charlotte, N.C. Following gradua-
tion from Charlotte Latin School and
Colgate University, Sara Margaret
worked as a contractor in U.S. Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency pro-
grams facilitating energy efficiency.
In 2008 she received a master’s de-
gree in public policy from the Uni-
versity of Michigan in Ann Arbor.
She currently is employed by Con-
solidated Edison in New York City as
a policy advisor in State Regulatory
Affairs.

The groom, David William
Geissler, is the son of Mr. and Mrs.
Frederick William Geissler of
Westfield, N.J. A graduate of
Westfield High School and of Lehigh
University, David received a master’s
degree in aerospace engineering from
Virginia Polytechnic Institute and
State University. He presently is pur-
suing a Ph.D. in Material Science at
Rutgers University. David is a me-
chanical engineer for the United
States Army.

The bride was escorted by her fa-
ther. Her sister, Julia Morris Gilbert

of New York City, attended as maid
of honor. Also attending as brides-
maids were Eleanor Daly Finnegan
of Surfside Beach, S.C.; Elizabeth
Louise Grant of Washington, D.C.;
Erin Marie Kallman of Chicago, Ill.;
Alexis Anne Martin of San Fran-
cisco, Calif., and Denise Kathleen
Stansbury of Lanoka Harbor, N.J.,
cousin of the groom. The bride’s
cousin, Frances Anne Browne, served
as junior bridesmaid.

The groom’s brother, Nicholas
Alexander Geissler of Westfield, N.J.,
served as best man. Other groomsmen
were Jonathan Brian Cozens of Wall,
N.J.; Joseph Ryan Geissler of Westfield,
N.J., brother of the groom; Christopher
Robert Horch of Summit, N.J.; Patrick
Michael Scheerer of Bangor, Pa., and
the groom’s cousin, Richard Alexander
Varenick, Jr. of Lanoka Harbor, N.J.

Readers for the service were
Hannah Lenz Arnold of San Fran-
cisco, Calif.; Jennifer Robey
Cruickshank of East Boston, Mass.;
Katrine Marie Pritchard of Washing-
ton, D.C., and Diane Varenick of
Lanoka Harbor, N.J., aunt and god-
mother of the groom.

On Friday, November 16, the
groom’s parents hosted a rehearsal din-
ner for family and the wedding party at
The Omni Hotel in uptown Charlotte.
An out-of-towners’ brunch at The Duke
Mansion was given by the bride’s ex-
tended family and their close friends on
Sunday, November 18.

Sara Margaret and David will re-
side in Springfield, N.J.

Parishes and Knights Plan
‘March For Life’ Bus Trip

SCOTCH PLAINS – St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Parish in
Scotch Plains, in association with the
Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish in
Scotch Plains and the Knights of Co-
lumbus Father Nelligan Council 5730,
will sponsor a bus to the annual “March
for Life” taking place in Washington,
D.C. on Friday, January 25.

The day will begin with the Cel-
ebration of Holy Mass at Immaculate
Heart of Mary (IHM), 1571 Martine
Avenue, at 6:15 a.m., followed by a 7
a.m. departure from the IHM parking
lot. Upon arrival, marchers will con-
gregate at a hospitality location pro-
vided by the Knights near The Mall.
Those wishing to participate but who
are unable to march will be offered the
opportunity to visit and pray at the
Basilica of the National Shrine of the
Immaculate Conception. The bus will

depart from the Basilica at 3 p.m., and
the Hospitality Room at 4 p.m., to
allow an early evening return home.

A charge of $30 will cover the cost
of the bus as well as a box lunch and
snacks, with payment in advance en-
suring a spot on the bus. However, in
an effort to present the face of a uni-
fied faith to a broader national discus-
sion, no one will be turned away from
participation in the trip owing to an
inability to pay if arrangements are
made in advance.

Interested persons are invited to
contact Anthony DiStefano at (908)
507-0547 or
anthonydistafanolaw@gmail.com
or IHM’s Deacon Tim Kennedy
through the parish office at (908)
889-2100 or dcntim@comcast.net
to find out more about payment
details and deadlines.

Cleaning Supplies Sought
To Benefit Storm Victims

FANWOOD – To aid victims of
Superstorm Sandy who now are be-
ing allowed to return to their homes
but face a monumental cleanup, the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church is col-
lecting cleaning supplies.

These supplies will be placed in five-
gallon buckets with re-sealable lids.
Each bucket will contain the following
items: scouring pads, sponges, scrub
brushes, cleaning towels, dry laundry
detergent, liquid household cleaners,
liquid disinfectant dish soap, a package
of clothespins, 100 feet of clothesline,
dust masks, latex gloves, work gloves
and rolls of heavy-duty trash bags.

These items, including buckets,
should be dropped off at the church

office by Monday, January 21, at
noon. Office hours are Monday
through Friday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., and
Sunday mornings. The buckets will
be assembled as a Martin Luther King
Day of Service project.

The filled cleaning buckets will be
delivered on Saturday, January 26, by
a work team from the church, which
will join the Elizabeth Presbytery Re-
building Team in cleanup efforts.

Members of the community are
invited to participate. The church is
located at the corner of Martine and
LaGrande Avenues. To learn more
about this project and for directions
to the church, call (908) 889-8891 or
e-mail admin@fanwoodpc.org.

“I make life a little easier”
Elizabeth Marasco 908-906-0604   liz@errandsnchores.net

♥ Do you need someone to drop-off or pick-up at the 
pharmacy, post office, dry cleaner, etc.?

♥ Want someone to shop, do laundry or prepare a light 
meal?

♥ Recovering from surgery/illness and need a helping 
hand?

♥ Need someone to stop in regularly to check on your 
safety, take casual walks or help with reading your mail?

♥ Need a trustworthy house sitter or someone to check on 
your house, bring in your mail/papers or water your 
plants while you’re away?

♥  I also file paperwork; wait for deliveries/repairmen; clear
clutter or just help with tasks.

~n~

LLC

Errands

Chores

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments

•

•

•

•

The Family Law Department of
Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C. Presents

Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair), Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce
including custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of

assets, alimony, child support, college costs, prenuptial
agreements, mediation, domestic violence, palimony, post-
divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, NJ 07016
(908) 272-0200  www.dughihewit.com w w w. J a m e s Wa r d M a n s i o n . c o m

THE JAMES WARD  
M A N S I O N              

Make Our Mansion Your Mansion 
“ T H E  B E S T  K E P T  S E C R E T ”  I N  N E W  J E R S E Y 

Specializing in weddings, birthday parties,  
anniversaries, holiday parties and fundraisers.

M A K E  Y O U R  R E S E R VAT I O N  T O D AY !

Lindabury, McCormick,
CSH Team For Holidays

FEATURED ARTIST…Karmen, age 21, from the Mountainside, N.J. site of
Children’s Specialized, and Edward J. Frisch, Lindabury McCormick Share-
holder.

MOUNTAINSIDE – Lindabury,
McCormick, Estabrook and Coo-
per, P.C., the largest general prac-
tice firm in Union County, has
again teamed up with its client
Children’s Specialized Hospital, of
Mountainside, to host a contest that
gives the young patients of the
hospital an opportunity to use their
creative talent to help design the
firm’s holiday card.

Nine talented children from the
Outpatient Brain Injury Program
in Mountainside submitted draw-
ings in this year’s contest. Em-
ployees of the firm voted for the
best drawing to be reproduced as
the firm’s holiday card.

Karmen, age 21,  from the
Mountainside,  N.J.  s i te  of
Children’s Specialized, created this
year’s card. On December 10, at
Children’s Specialized Hospital in
Mountainside, Lindabury Share-
holder Edward J. Frisch presented
the nine artists with awards for
their drawings. The firm provided

presents to all of the children who
participated.

“We love this program and are
very fortunate that the hospital con-
tinues to team up with us year after
year to make it happen,” said Mr.
Frisch. “It’s a great way to approach
the holidays with the achievements
of young children in mind.”

Children’s Specialized Hospital
serves children affected by brain
injury, spinal cord injury, prema-
ture birth, autism, developmental
delays and life-changing illnesses.
Children’s Specialized Hospital
has 10 sites in New Jersey and
treats 20,000 children each year,
making it the largest pediatric re-
habilitation system of its kind in
the nation.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

Local Rotary Clubs to Host
Quarterly Meeting Jan. 23

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Rotary
Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains in-
vites all Rotarians and the general
public to the quarterly Union County
Meeting on Wednesday, January 23,
from noon to 1:30 p.m. Hosted by
the Rotary clubs of Fanwood-Scotch
Plains and Westfield, it will take
place at the Echo Lake Country Club,
located at 515 Springfield Avenue in
Westfield. All are welcome.

Guest speaker Brittany Aubin will
discuss The Global Poverty Project.
With 1.4 billion people around the
world living in extreme poverty,
the Global Poverty Project’s mis-
sion is to “increase the number and

effectiveness of people taking ac-
tion to see an end to extreme pov-
erty.” For more information, go to
globalpovertyproject.com.

The $26 cost includes a buffet
lunch.  Interested persons are asked
to respond by Friday, January 18, to
Michael Dietrich at (908) 789-3175.

Anyone interested in learning
more about the Rotary Club of
Fanwood-Scotch Plains is invited
to join the club at one of its Wednes-
day lunch meetings at 12:15 p.m. at
the Stage House Tavern in Scotch
Plains. For more information, visit
fsprotary.org, or individuals can fol-
low the club on Facebook.

Probitas Verus Honos
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MASTER
MEMORIALS

524 Central Avenue
Westfield, NJ (908) 233-2350

Designer • Builders of fine
MONUMENTS

MARKERS
MAUSOLEUMS

Lettered • Cleaned
Tim Doerr

Sally Bauer Doerr
(established  1939)

Also:  300 Rt. 37 East
Toms River, NJ
(732) 349-2350

www.mastermemorials.com

– Obituaries –

Historian-Author to Speak
On Lindbergh Baby Case

WESTFIELD – Historian and au-
thor Jim Davidson will present a pro-
gram entitled “Who Kidnapped the
Lindbergh Baby?” on Friday, Janu-
ary 25, that will spotlight the many
theories about what was one of the
most highly publicized crimes of the
20th century.

The kidnapping of the baby son of
aviator Charles Lindbergh and Anne
Morrow Lindbergh in March 1932
from their home near Hopewell
gripped New Jersey and the nation.
The child’s body was discovered two
months later near the Lindbergh home.
After a two-year investigation, Ger-
man ex-convict Bruno Hauptmann
was arrested and charged with the
crime. At the trial in Flemington, he
was found guilty of first-degree mur-
der. Hauptmann proclaimed his inno-
cence until the end and was executed
in the electric chair of the New Jersey
State Prison in 1936.

Mr. Davidson grew up in

Flemington, where he knew many
people associated with the trial. He
has one of the largest national col-
lections of Lindbergh memorabilia
and currently lives across the street
from the Lindbergh estate.

Mr. Davidson recently completed
a book entitled “New Jersey’s
Lindbergh Kidnapping and Trial”
with co-author Mark Falzini, archi-
vist of the New Jersey State Police
Museum. Published by Arcadia
Press, it contains many images re-
lated to the crime not seen since the
1930s. The book will be available
for signing and sale at the program.

Free and open to the public, the
program will be held at 7:30 p.m. in
the Community Room of the Westfield
Municipal Building, located at 425
East Broad Street. Contributions to
offset costs are appreciated. Light re-
freshments will be served. For more
information, call the Westfield His-
torical Society at (908) 654-1794.

Dr. Solomon J. Cohen, 87, Pediatrician;
Volunteer and Former BOE Member

Dr. Solomon J. Cohen, beloved
pediatrician in Westfield for 43 years,
died at Overlook Medical Center on
Tuesday, January 8, 2013, of com-
plications due to kidney failure. He
was 87.

Dr. Cohen was born in
the Bronx, N.Y., attended
city schools, graduated
from Cornell in 1944 and
then joined the Navy. He
served in the Pacific dur-
ing World War II. After
discharge, he taught
chemistry at Cooper
Union in New York City
while awaiting admission
to medical school. In
1951 he graduated from
Johns Hopkins medical
school in Baltimore, Md.
He was chief resident at
Hopkins, then a resident at Columbia
College of Physicians and Surgeons.
In 1954 he became a partner in the
Westfield Pediatric Group.

Dr. Cohen served as a trustee of the
Westfield Red Cross, a trustee of the
Presbyterian Church Nursery School
and a trustee of the Westfield Day
Care Center. He was proud of his
term on the Westfield Board of Edu-
cation (1968-1971), where he was an
advocate for sex education in the
schools. He also continued his con-
nection with Columbia, where he was
an Associate Clinical Professor of
Pediatrics. He taught and mentored
residents at Columbia and also had
residents rotating through his
Westfield office to gain firsthand ex-
perience in a private professional set-
ting. He retired from practice in 1997.
After retirement, he organized a vol-
unteer program in the Pediatric Emer-
gency Room at Columbia for retired

colleagues. In 2000 he was invited to
Kosovo as a consulting pediatrician
to a children’s hospital, where he
taught physicians whose training had
been disrupted by the war in Kosovo.

During his early years, Dr. Cohen
was a gifted athlete:
sprinting in the Millrose
Games, playing on the
Cornell football team
and playing tennis in
Westfield.

Dr. Cohen main-
tained homes in
Kennebunkport, Me.
and also at Winchester
Gardens in
Maplewood, N.J. He
was a Commodore of
the Goose Rocks Beach
Yacht Club.

He is survived by his
wife, Dorcas (née Hamilton); two
children, Carolyn Betheil (Stuart) and
Jonathan (Cindy), and two stepchil-
dren, Lisa Gonnella (Anthony) and
James Cofer (Leslie). A third step-
child, Caitlin Cofer Rotchford, died
in 2004. Grandchildren include
Kristin, Megan, Amanda, Jarek,
Trevor, Peter, James, John, Lucas and
Kyra, and two great-grandchildren,
Ashley and Evan. He also is survived
by a brother, Herbert Cohen, and his
wife, Diane, of Boynton Beach, Fla.

A celebration of his life will be
held at a time to be announced later.
Memorial contributions may be made
to the Overlook Foundation for the
Pediatric Department, 36 Upper
Overlook Road, P.O. Box 220, Sum-
mit, N.J. 07902.

Arrangements are by Gray Funeral
Directors, Westfield, A Life Celebra-
tion Home.

January 17, 2013

Sons of St. Patrick
Slate Dinner-Dance

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Friendly
Sons of St. Patrick of Union County
will hold their 50th Anniversary Din-
ner/Dance on Friday, January 25,
from 7 p.m. to midnight at L’Affaire,
located at 1099 Route 22, East, in
Mountainside,

The event will feature open bar
throughout the evening, plus a
choice of King Cut prime rib,
chicken or salmon. Band of Rogues
will provide live music. Interested
persons are asked to respond by
Friday, January 18.

During the evening, the Friendly
Sons will recognize past honorees
and officers of the group. Addition-
ally, special recognition will be given
to the families of Joseph Higgins, Sr.
and Owen Roe McGovern for their
initiative and leadership in bringing
the Union County Friendly Sons into
existence in 1962.

The cost is $100 per person, $175
per couple and $900 per table of
10. The Friendly Sons will have a
program booklet to raise funds for
the Scholarship Fund for a deserv-
ing young person of Irish ancestry.

For more information, call Todd
Mooney at (908) 966-1380, Ed Sisk
at  (908) 451-6731, Frank
McGovern at (908) 803-3180 or
Joe O’Keefe at (201) 232-8167.

Dr. Solomon Cohen

Library Invites Community
For ‘Big Read’ on Monday

SCOTCH PLAINS – The public is
invited to come to the Scotch Plains
Public Library on Monday, January
21, from 1 to 3 p.m. as the library
launches its community Big Read-a-
thon to benefit Literacy Volunteers of
Union County, Inc. and Mariposa
Foundation, DR. The library is lo-
cated at 1927 Bartle Avenue.

Participants can take part in a group
reading of “In the Time of the Butter-
flies” by Julia Alvarez, or enjoy read-
ing anything they choose. There will
be areas for quiet reading, a special
area for teens and space in the story pit
for families to curl up with a good
book. An adult must accompany chil-
dren under age 11.

As part of the community Big Read,
the read-a-thon will continue until
Monday, March 4, and participants can
pick up pledge sheets at the library.

They will pledge to read a set number
of hours during this seven-week pe-
riod, and then ask family, friends and
neighbors to support this reading goal.
Participants can read or listen to books
or magazines – even young children
can participate by listening.

On January 21, the library also will
sign up potential volunteers, ages 16
and older, for many of the Big Read
events. Opportunities include partici-
pating in or leading a book discus-
sion or reading; helping with art
projects, including bean mosaics; dis-
tributing posters and fliers and facili-
tating programs, including the May
11 Festival of Hispanic Cultures.

The Big Read is an initiative of the
National Endowment for the Arts, de-
signed to restore reading to the center
of American culture. Big Read part-
ners, in addition to the Scotch Plains
Public Library and Friends of the Scotch
Plains Public Library, are Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Schools, Literacy Volunteers
of Union County, Inc. and New Jersey
City University. More information may
be found on the websites of the Scotch
Plains Public Library, scotlib.org and
bigreadSPPL.tumblr.com, and
neabigread.org.

Marshall Howard, Jr., 78, Remembered
For Kindness, Friendships, Zest For Life

Marshall H. Howard, Jr. passed away
on Saturday, January 12, 2013, at the
age of 78, after a courageous
battle with cancer.

Born on January 28, 1934
in Elizabeth, N.J., Marshall
attended Westfield High
School and in 1956 gradu-
ated from the University of
Detroit with a mechanical
engineering degree. He
worked for Ford Motor
Company/Space Systems
Loral for 48 years and re-
tired in 2002. For the past
10 years, Marshall enjoyed
retirement in Pebble Beach
with his wife, Jeanne.

Marshall loved a great game of
golf, good food, fine wine and travel-
ing with his wife, Jeanne, to distant
places such as Dubai, Australia, China
and Ireland. He is deeply missed by
his wife, Jeanne; sister, Marita
Howard O’Rourke; son, Marshall

Howard III (Jo-Ann Danko); daugh-
ters, Patty LaBar (Chris) and Kathy

Bass (Michael); grand-
children, Megan LaBar
and Matthew Marshall
LaBar; nieces, Carol
Troiani (Joe), Beth
Doyle (Mike) and Mar-
garet Nowak (Daniel),
and his former wife, Bar-
bara Howard. Marshall
will forever be remem-
bered for his many
friendships, kind heart
and contagious smile
and as an avid 49ers fan.
He lived life to the full-

est and he will continue to live on in
our memories and our hearts.

Friends and family are invited to
attend the Celebration of Life on Fri-
day, January 25, 2013, at 10:30 a.m.
at the Carmel Mission Basilica, 3080
Rio Road, Carmel, Calif.

January 17, 2013

 

   Begun in 1876 by William Gray, in Cranford and later Incorporated in 

 1897 as the Gray Burial & Cremation Company. 

 Today, known by many simply as Gray’s. We continue to provide the 

personal service that began with Mr. Gray, whether it be for burial or 

cremation.    

 

Gray Funeral Home      Gray Memorial Funeral Home  

318 East Broad St.       12 Springfield Ave. 

Westfield, NJ  07090      Cranford, NJ  07016 
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www.grayfuneralhomes.com

Lieselotte Schmiede, 78, Secretary;
Was Active In Many Organizations

Lieselotte Schmiede, 78, died on
Tuesday, January 15, 2013, at her
home in Fanwood.

Born in Insterburg, East
Germany, she lived in
Fanwood for more than 50
years.

Mrs. Schmiede worked
with her husband as secre-
tary at Schmiede Tree Ser-
vice in Scotch Plains. She
was a member of the Ger-
man Reformed Church in
North Plainfield for over
50 years, and a member of
the Deutscher Club in
Clark; the Steuben Society of America
and the Gesang und Turn-Verein (Ger-
man singing group) in North
Plainfield. She also was an accom-
plished ceramic artist and doll maker.

Mrs. Schmiede is survived by her
husband, Martin; her daughter, Karin

Naimark (and her husband, Rich-
ard); her son, Walter; three sisters,

Christel, Gila and
Hannelore, and four
grandchildren, Sam and
Jessica Naimark and
Michelle and Monica
Schmiede.

Services will be held
on Saturday, January 19,
at 10 a.m. at the Memo-
rial Funeral Home, 155
South Avenue, Fanwood.
Interment will follow at
Hillside Cemetery in
Scotch Plains. Visitation

will be tomorrow, Friday, January
18, from 2 to 4 and 7 to 9 p.m. at the
funeral home. For additional infor-
mation or to sign the guestbook,
visit fanwoodmemorial.com.

January 17, 2013

Lieselotte Schmiede

Edward R. Glynn, 70, Was Family Man;
Enjoyed Career, Scouting Involvement
Edward Richard Glynn, 70, of

Westfield died on Tuesday, January
15, 2013, at home.

He leaves his wife of 46
years, Betsy (Keller)
Glynn; his daughter,
Katherine Glynn, and his
son, Ted Glynn; three
grandsons and many close
family and friends.

Born and raised in
Cranford, the son of
Charles and Dorothy
(Scharf) Glynn, he was a
lifelong resident of
Westfield.

In his early years, Mr.
Glynn played football for
Cranford High School. After gradu-
ating from Cranford High School in
1960, he attended St. Bonaventure
University, graduating in 1964 with a
bachelor’s degree in management. In
1965 he joined the U.S. Army Re-
serves, where he was a drill sergeant.
He met his wife, Elizabeth (Betsy)
Keller, and was married in 1966 at St.
Theresa’s Catholic Church.

Mr. Glynn worked as a marketing
and sales manager for several com-
mercial carpet manufacturers over

his career. He took pride in his busi-
ness, and truly enjoyed the friends he
made during his time in business.

Mr. Glynn was an as-
sistant scoutmaster in the
Boy Scouts of America
with Troop No. 77, St.
Paul’s Episcopal Church,
for seven years and en-
joyed camping, hiking
and being a part of shap-
ing and developing scouts.

Ed was a loving and
devoted husband, father
and grandfather, and will
be greatly missed.

Betsy Glynn has asked
that in lieu of flowers,

donations be sent to Boy Scout Troop
No. 77, 414 East Broad Street,
Westfield, N.J. 07090.

The wake will be held at the
Higgins and Bonner Echo Lake Fu-
neral Home in Westfield from 4 to 8
p.m. today, Thursday, January 17,
2013. A Mass will be offered tomor-
row, Friday, January 18, 2013, at 11
a.m. at St. Helen’s Roman Catholic
Church in Westfield.

January 17, 2013

Club to Present
Gardening Film

CRANFORD – The Floraphile Gar-
den Club of Cranford will screen the
film Gardening: Watch Your Green
Grow on Tuesday, January 22, at 12:30
p.m. at the Cranford Community Cen-
ter, located at 220 Walnut Avenue.

This movie explores how individu-
als can achieve the biggest environ-
mental benefit from their backyards.
Some of the topics covered include
simple water conservation techniques,
plant selection and placement and how
to keep a garden in tune with nature.

As always, guests are welcome.
For more information on upcoming
events of the Floraphile Garden Club
of Cranford, contact Mary Ellen at
mecrafts@verizon.net.

Mary Ellen Conway, 71, Was Retired
From Westfield Public School System
Mary Ellen Conway, 71, of Ocean,

N.J. died on Wednesday, December
26, 2012, at Jersey Shore Medical
Center in Neptune, N.J., while sur-
rounded by her loving family.

Born in Brooklyn, N.Y., Mary
Ellen was a longtime Westfield resi-
dent and volunteer/employee of
Westfield Public Schools before
retiring to Rolling Meadows at
Wayside, Ocean, N.J.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, Joseph D. Conway, in 2009,
and by her brother, John Barry.

She is survived by her two sons
and daughters-in-law, Matthew
Conway and his wife, Diane, and
granddaughters Josephine and Zoe,

of Nairobi, Kenya and Colin
Conway and his wife, Katherine,
and grandchildren James and
Caroline, of Fair Haven, N.J.; her
sister, Geraldine Barry, and her
brother, James Barry.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
celebrated on Saturday, December
29, at the Church of Saint Anselm
in Tinton Falls, N.J.

Donations in Mary Ellen’s
memory may be made to the Ameri-
can Cancer Society – Jersey Shore
Region, 2310 Route 34 Suite 1-D,
Manasquan, N.J. 08736.
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Program to Address
Unclaimed Property
GARWOOD – The Garwood Pub-

lic Library will host Linda Henderson
of the State of New Jersey’s Unclaimed
Property Owner Outreach Program
this Saturday, January 19, at 10 a.m.

Unclaimed property is any financial
asset that had been unclaimed by its
rightful owner for a specified time pe-
riod. Unclaimed Property’s mission is
to reunite owners with their unclaimed
financial assets. Examples of unclaimed
property are bank accounts that have
been inactive for at least three years,
unclaimed money orders, certificates
of deposits and payroll wages.

All are invited. This program is
free; however, registration is required
as space is limited. To register, call
the library at (908) 789-1670, regis-
ter in person at the library or register
on the library’s interactive calendar
page found on its website,
youseemore.com/garwood.

The Garwood Public Library is lo-
cated at the corner of Walnut Street and
Third Avenue, at the back of the Lin-
coln School complex.

St. Bart’s to Honor
Knights and Dames

SCOTCH PLAINS – The parish
community of Saint Bartholomew the
Apostle will hold its eighth annual
Knights and Dames Celebration on
Friday, February 1. The honor of
Knight or Dame is bestowed upon
individuals who have contributed to
the life of the parish community with
extraordinary gifts of time, talent and
treasure. This year, the following in-
dividuals have been nominated for
this prestigious commendation: Judy
and Joe Dillon; Anthony DiStefano;
Sue and Joe Florendo; Sue and
Ernesto Hernandez and John and
Allison Lestarchick.

The evening will begin with a 6 p.m.
prayer service in the church, located at
2032 Westfield Avenue in Scotch Plains.
Following the induction ceremony, a
dinner reception will be held at The
Gran Centurions, 440 Madison Hill
Road, Clark, from 7:30 to 10:30 p.m.,
featuring live music by the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Moonglowers. Tick-
ets for the buffet dinner are $40 per
person. All members of the community
are welcome. For more information, or
to purchase tickets, call the rectory at
(908) 322-5192.

MLK Breakfast
On Tap Monday

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Com-
munity Center will hold its annual
Martin Luther King Day Pancake
Breakfast on Monday, January 21, at
the center. Assisting will be members
of the Theta Phi Omega Chapter of the
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority. The cen-
ter is located at 558 West Broad Street,
at the corner of West Broad Street and
Palsted Avenue.

The breakfast will begin at 8:30
a.m. The suggested donation is $5
for general admission and $4 for
children and senior citizens. Addi-
tionally, veterans at the Lyons Me-
morial Hospital will be honored
and donations of new socks and/or
T-shirts for men and women are
appreciated. Included in the pro-
gram will be a short film, Half the
Sky, with a discussion afterwards.

Fanwood Recreation
Slates Youth Activities
FANWOOD – Fanwood Recre-

ation will present a variety of after-
school programs for children begin-
ning the week of Tuesday, January
22. These programs will include Lego
Club, Make Your Own Comic Book,
Junior Scientists Workshop, Passport
To Art, Young At Art, Little Bakers
Workshop and Jewelry Design.

Each program has different age re-
quirements; depending on the program,
children ages 4 to 12 are eligible to
register. For more information about
these classes and to register, visit
fanwoodrecreation.org or call Fanwood
Recreation at (908) 370-7092.

Kevin McEwen, Senior Corp. Counsel;
Active In Church and Youth Sports

Kevin McEwen of Scotch Plains,
N.J. died suddenly on Saturday,
January 12, 2013.

Born in the Bronx, N.Y. on August
1, 1963 to Art and Jane McEwen,
Kevin grew up in Wayne and was a
resident of Scotch Plains since 1993.
He received his bachelor’s degree
from Villanova University in 1985.
Additionally, Kevin earned a JD from
Villanova Law School in 1988.

Kevin was the senior corporate
counsel at Hitachi America in Bask-
ing Ridge. Prior to this, he also
worked at NUI Corporation, Cullen
and Dykman, and Waters,
McPherson, McNeill, where he be-
gan his law career.

As an active community leader,
Kevin was involved in St. Helen’s
as a lector and as a member of the
Parish Pastoral Council. He also
volunteered at Holy Trinity School.
For the past 10 years, Kevin guided
young athletes as a coach for bas-
ketball, hockey and baseball.

Kevin was a season ticket holder
for both the New Jersey Devils and
New York Giants; he loved to root
for his favorite teams.

Kevin is survived by his beloved
wife, Rose (McNamara); his cher-
ished daughter Kathleen, his trea-

sured daughter Rionach and his
adored son Brendan; his parents, Art
and Jane; his sister, Helen (Flavio
Panora); his brother, Chris (Jenn); his
mother- and father-in-law, John and
Kathleen McNamara; his brother-in-
law, Chris (Lisa); his sister-in-law,
Erin (Bob Miller); his brother-in-law,
Sean (Maria); his sister-in-law, Mary
(Brion Maguire); his nieces and neph-
ews, Roberto, Nicolas, Isabella and
Sofia Panora, Zachary and Madison
McEwen, Ryan, Dylan and Shane
McNamara, Quentin and Riley
McNamara, Declan Miller, Conall,
Jane and Maeve Maguire. Kevin also
will be missed by his cousins and
scores of friends.

The funeral was held yesterday,
Wednesday, January 16, at St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, donations can
be made to the Kevin McEwen Me-
morial Fund, proceeds of which will
be designated for charities that
Kevin supported.

Arrangements were by Higgins
and Bonner Echo Lake Funeral
Home in Westfield.

Condolences can be sent to the fam-
ily at www.higginsandbonner.com.
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Celebrity Bartenders Event
To Benefit St. Pat’s Parade

AREA – The Union County St.
Patrick’s Day Parade Committee
will host its annual Celebrity Bar-
tenders fundraiser on Sunday, Janu-
ary 20, from 1 to 7 p.m. at the
Kenilworth Veterans Center, located
at 33 South 21st Street, Kenilworth.

The party will honor John McPartlan
of Molly Maguire’s Irish Pub and Res-
taurant in Clark, and celebrate the
Joseph Nugent Association’s 80th an-
niversary. Entertainment will include
the Celtic rock band Bloody Callan,
St. Columcille Pipe Band and Union
County Police and Fire Pipes and
Drums.

Tickets are $5 each and will in-
clude coffee, tea, cake and hot dogs.
Refillable commemorative mugs
will be $10.

The Celebrity Bartenders party
will benefit the 17th annual Union

County St. Patrick’s Day Parade.
The parade will step off at 1 p.m. on
Saturday, March 16, on Morris Av-
enue in Union.

For tickets or more information
about the Celebrity Bartenders
party, call Bernadette Sullivan at
(908) 432-6719, Kathy Noonan-
Rotando at (908) 352-1477 or Marc
Dowling at (908) 967-0740. Tick-
ets also will be available at the door.

For more information about the
2013 Union County St. Patrick’s
Day Parade, visit
unioncountystpatricksdayparade.com.

Edward R. Glynn

Adult Forum to Look
At ‘New Atheism’

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Willow
Grove Presbyterian Church is spon-
soring a series of Adult Forum Classes
on the topic “The New Atheism: A
Christian Response.” Classes will be
held on Sundays, January 20 and
February 3, from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30
p.m. in the church’s Kiep Lounge.
Additional classes will be scheduled
later in the year.

The community is invited to join
the discussion, facilitated by Paul
DiDario. The church is located at 1961
Raritan Road, Scotch Plains. For more
information, call (908) 232-5678, e-
mail office@willowgrovechurch.org
or visit willowgrovechurch.org.

Marshall Howard, Jr.
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SSt.  BBartholomew Academy  
  

The Catholic Academy  
that makes a difference in your child’s life.

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

OPEN HOUSE 
Sunday, January 27, 2013   1:00-3:00 PM 

 
Safe, Faith Filled                 Extended Care                Middle States 
Environment                          Programs                      Accredited 

 
Full day Pre-K                           Grades                 Fully Integrated            
&  Kindergarten                     Pre-K – 8th                Technology 
 

2032 Westfield Avenue 
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076 

908.322.4265 
www.stbacademy.org 

 

                 
   
       
  

  

         

Kindergarten 

PRESBYTERIAN
NURSERY SCHOOL

and

KINDERGARTEN
Established 1948

Celebrating 65 Years

where children PLAY to learn
where children may discover the
world around them through play,

investigation, and inquisitive thought.

PNS&K Registration and Information
Sessions begin January 14th

•  2 1/2, 3, 4, 5 Year Olds -
Half-Day Sessions

•  Kindergarten--All-Day Program
•  Exceptional and Certified Teachers

Call for an appointment

908-233-0766
140 Mountain Avenue, Westfield

Mother Seton to Hold
Open House

CLARK - Mother Seton Regional
High School will host an Open House
on Monday, January 28, 7:30-9:30 p.m.
for girls in grades five to eight.

Registration for the Class of 2017
will be held on Saturday, February 2, at
9 a.m.

Mother Seton Regional High School
is located at Exit 135 on the Garden
State Parkway. Visit
www.motherseton.org or call (732)
382-1952. The website also contains
information for “Freshman for a Day”
and “Saturday Enrichment” programs.

SP-F School Dist. Preschool
Registration Under Way

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD -
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood School
District is now accepting applica-
tions for its preschool program. In
order to apply, children must be 3
years old on or before October 1,
2013 and/or 4 years old on or before
October 1, 2013. A non-refundable
application fee of $50 is required
(payable to the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education) and
must be returned along with the com-
pleted application in order to be con-
sidered for placement.

Applicants must be residents of
Scotch Plains or Fanwood. Proof of
residence is mandatory and is subject
to review prior to acceptance into the
program. Registration does not guar-
antee placement in the preschool pro-
gram.

Class will meet five days per week
following the kindergarten schedule
from 8:35-11:20 a.m. for the morn-

ing session and 12:20-3:10 p.m. for
the afternoon session. Tuition for the
half-day program will be $310 per
month and spaces will be reserved on
a first come first served basis. Parents
of “multiples” will receive a discount
of 10 percent for the additional
sibling(s).

Tuition may be provided at no cost
to families that qualify for free/re-
duced lunch. Proof of status is re-
quired after the application is received
and determination of eligibility will
be made by the district. Scholarships
will be available on a limited basis
and district administrators will deter-
mine eligibility.

Applications and additional infor-
mation can be obtained at the district
website, www.spfk12.org under the
heading “Headlines” or by calling
(908) 889-8600 ext. 3302. Applica-
tions will also be available at all dis-
trict elementary schools.

Four Union Catholic Freshmen
Awarded Scholarships

EXCELLENCE REWARDED…Four Union Catholic High School freshman
were recently awarded the 2012-13 Navin Bros. Food Service Scholarship at
Union Catholic High School in Scotch Plains. Pictured, left to right are: Principal
Sister Percylee Hart, Bailey Ramirez, Kristen Nugent, Nicolle Kott, Joan DeLuca,
Raymond Berry, and Joseph Navin, Jr.

WELCOME ABOARD…New Westfield Board of Education (BOE) members
take the Oath of Office preceding the business portion of the January 3 meeting
of the BOE. Pictured, left to right, newly elected board members for three-year
terms, Lucy Biegler, Richard Mattessich, and Gretchan Ohlig; and one-year
term member, J. Brendan Galligan, second from left, recite the oath of office in
the presence of Board Attorney, Richard Kaplow. The next meeting of the BOE
will be Tuesday, January 22, at 7:30 p.m. at 302 Elm Street. The board will begin
preliminary discussion of the 2013-14 school budget. A full agenda will be
available at www.westfieldnjk12.org/agenda on Friday, January 18.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Rahway
residents Bailey Ramirez and
Raymond Berry, Clark resident
Kristen Nugent, and Colonia resi-
dent Nicolle Kot were recently
awarded the 2012-13 Navin Bros.
Food Service Scholarship at Union
Catholic High School in Scotch
Plains. Navin Bros., Inc. oversees
all food service operations at Union
Catholic High School as well as at
schools throughout the New York
tri-state area.

The scholarship was established
in memory of Mary Ellen Swinden,
a Navin Bros. employee who
worked at Union Catholic and
passed away in the fall of 2008.

The scholarship recipients were
selected based on their academic
standing as well as their involve-
ment in extra-curricular activities.

W-H Collecting Teddy Bears for Smile Bangladesh

COLLECTION OF TEDDY BEARS…Dr. Shahid Aziz of Mountainside, with his
son Aydin Aziz, spoke to the second grade class at Wardlaw-Hartridge School in
Edison about Smile Bangladesh on January 7.

EDISON - The second grade
classes at The Wardlaw-Hartridge
School in Edison are running a spe-
cial service project this year. The
students will be collecting teddy
bears through tomorrow, Friday,
January 18.

Dr. Shahid Aziz of Mountainside,
father of second grader Aydin Aziz,
spoke to the second grade students
about Smile Bangladesh, a non-
profit medical organization based
in New Jersey. Doctors and sur-
geons of this organization are dedi-
cated to caring for children and
adults afflicted with facial cleft de-
formities in Bangladesh and around
the world.

The students are collecting bears
of any type or color of average
“cuddle” size (less than 24 inches

tall). Dr. Aziz will deliver the teddy
bears collected to comfort those
receiving this life changing surgery.

CHRISTMAS CUTIES…Prior to their school closing for the Christmas break,
the children from Willow Grove Pre-School held their annual Christmas pro-
gram. Each class performed holiday poems and songs for their families. The
performance was followed by a punch-and-cookie reception. Pictured are the
children in the 3 Minus Classes, from left to right, Olivia Harris, Addie Bozetarnik,
Brooke Nolan, Ryan Manara, Matthew Weber, Mason Werko and Colin Foley.

‘Rock 4 Schools’ to Support
WF Education Fund

GARWOOD - The Education Fund
of Westfield will present the second
annual “Rock 4 Schools” at The
Crossroads in Garwood on Saturday,
February 2. The benefit will raise
money for the Education Fund to
provide grants to teachers and schools
for innovative programs.

Four Westfield area bands will pro-
vide great music for a great cause –
Westfield school children. The benefit,
which will run from 5:30 to 9 p.m., will
feature the delicious Cajun cuisine of
The Crossroads as well as beverages. A
50/50 raffle will be run. Although the
benefit ends at 9 p.m., attendees are
welcome to stay on and enjoy the Sat-
urday night Crossroads show.

The bands to perform are: The
Crash Combo with Chris Flynn, Alan
Katz, John McGovern, and Sean
Seymour; 3rd Gear with Chuck
Mahoney, Mark Loughny, Jim
Robertson and Patrick Cerria; Pend-
ing with E.J. Gaub, John Giordano,
Justin Bellifemine, Liam Hughes and
Jen Davis; and the Washington School
Group featuring Chris Bergman,
Kevin Callahan, Greg Demeter, Eric
Ingber and Brad Schaeffer. The bands
have all generously donated their
performances to the Education Fund.
The evening will start with a perfor-
mance from an Edison School stu-
dent band at 5:30 p.m.

The Education Fund of Westfield
raises money used to award grants to
all of the Westfield Public Schools.
Professional staff members in all
curriculum areas and in
extracurricular activities are
encouraged to submit proposals to
implement innovative and unique
learning opportunities for our
children.

These grants enable faculty and
administrators to create new pro-
grams, enhance existing lessons, and
bring new technology to the class-
room. Grants have been funded across
many areas within our schools, in-
cluding core academic subjects, spe-
cial programs and the arts.

Over $25,000 in grant money was
provided this past year alone and

over $280,000 in grants has been
allocated since 1992. Many of the
educational materials, resources and
programs obtained by these grants
likely would not have been funded
through the traditional district budget.

Tickets are $50 and are available
through the Education Fund’s website
westfieldnj.com/edfund or by send-
ing a request and check to The Edu-
cation Fund of Westfield, P.O. Box
2221, Westfield, N.J. 07090 The
Crossroads is located at 78 North
Avenue, Garwood.

Muhlenberg College
Announces Dean’s List

ALLENTOWN, Pa. –
Muhlenberg College has announced
its Dean’s List for the fall 2012
semester. Students must earn a mini-
mum of a 3.5 grade point average
(4.0-scale) to attain Dean’s List sta-
tus.

Allison Killeen, a member of the
class of 2013, is a Music and Media
and Communication major, from
Scotch Plains. She is the duahgter
of Mr. and Mrs. John M. Killeen
and a graduate of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High.

Coastal Carolina
Announces Dean’s List

CONWAY, S.C. – The following
local residents were among the ap-
proximately 1,800 students from
Coastal Carolina University who
made the Fall 2012 Dean’s List:
Andi N. Hoy, a Resort Tourism Man-
agement major of Mountainside;
Alexis A. Neusch, a Resort Tourism
Management major of Cranford and
Thomas J. Sweeney, a Marketing
major of Westfield.

To qualify for the Dean’s List,
freshmen must earn a 3.25 grade
point average, and upperclassmen
must earn a 3.5 grade point aver-
age. To qualify for the President’s
List, students must earn a 4.0 grade
point average. All students must be
enrolled full time.

U of Delaware
Announces Dean’s List

NEWARK, Del. – Several local
students have been named to the
University of Delaware’s Dean’s
List for the fall 2012 semester.

Those students include: Gemma
Antoniewicz, of Cranford; Alanna
Augustine, of Cranford; Jillian
Ceasrine, of Westfield; Michael
Cohen, of Cranford; Sara Dankosky,
of Cranford; Carley Davis, of
Westfield; Catherine DeMasi, of
Westfield; Brendan Dilandro, of
Mountainside; Abigail Goldring, of
Westfield; Kaitlyn Lazaro, of
Cranford; Kathryn Maucione, of
Cranford; Sara Mitchell, of
Westfield; Mairead O’Boyle, of
Westfield; Megan Papandrea, of
Cranford; Elizabeth Penczak, of
Westfield; Samuel Rackear, of
Westfield; Leah Scalzadonna, of
Cranford; Robert Steinfeld, of
Westfield; Jessica Thomas, of
Cranford; Brandon Vassallo, of
Westfield; Lauren Wagner, of
Mountainside and Kayla Wiesinger,
of Westfield.

To meet eligibility requirements
for the Dean’s List, a student must
be enrolled full-time and earn a GPA
of 3.33 or above for the semester.
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HIRING A TOP AGENT ISN’T EXPENSIVE…IT’S PRICELESS!

BULGER, ARNOLD WIN; MURRAY, MARKOVITCH WIN

Blue Devil Matmen Win Big
In Clash with Cougars, 39-18

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Seeding selections for the Union
County Tournament (UCT) are just
around the corner and several bouts
in the showdown between the host-
ing Westfield High School wrestling
team and the Cranford Cougars on
January 9 played a major role in
which wrestlers would gain a more
favorable slot.

The Cougars came into the match

with a 9-2 record and ranked as the
No. 1 team in the county, but the Blue
Devils found the right fit to win nine of
14 bouts and to roll to a 39-18 victory.

After Blue Devil Anthony Aldana
recorded a takedown and a semi-
Peterson roll reversal to defeat David
Busch, 4-1, in the first bout of the
evening at 126-lbs, sparks would fly
immediately in a highly anticipated
bout at 132-lbs between Cougar Gavin
Murray and Matt Barber. Murray was

awarded a takedown at the edge of the
mat. Barber escaped but was also pe-
nalized a point. Murray added another
takedown to take a 5-1 lead into the
second period. Barber escaped in the
second period and Murray escaped in
the third to earn a 6-2 decision.

“We knew I needed to get the win
there for the team. Over the summer,
I worked a lot on my feet, because top
I had pretty well and I needed to get

DWUNFOUR PULLS 14 RBs, FERNANDEZ SCORES 10 PTs

Sebolao Hits 1,000th in 60-50
Raider Loss to Linden Ladies

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Drums were pounding, horns were
blaring, fans were roaring and a count-
down was being peeled off the rail-
ings in anticipation to witnessing se-
nior co-captain Taylor Sebolao break-
ing her 1,000th career point in the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
girls basketball game against Linden
in Scotch Plains on January 10.

Sebolao needed to sink 16 points,
and with 2:06 on the clock in the third
quarter, she reached that magic num-

ber when she took a pass from junior
Katie Harper, drove to the basket and
rolled in a lay-up. The 7-3 Tigers did,
however, win the game, 60-50.

Her fete will place her in the rari-
fied air of only a handful of Raider
girls, who have attained that lofty

status, which most recently includes
all-time leading scorer Hillary
Klimowicz (2007 – 1,948 points) and
Maura Gillooly (2007 – 1,078).

Considering when she first looked
at the banner on the wall with the
short list of names, Sebolao said.
“Probably sixth grade, and I never
thought I would be up there. This will
definitely be something I will always
remember. The experience was un-
believable. I don’t think I will expe-
rience something like that ever again.”

Sebolao finished the game with 19

points and added three assists, a steal
and four rebounds. Sophomore center
Tabitha Dwunfour (6 points, 3 steals)
had 14 rebounds, including six offen-
sive rebounds. Megan Fernandez
scored 10 points. Harper and Madison
Maisel each had six points and Amani

Williams had three points. Tara
Sweeney grabbed five rebounds.

“Taylor, even though tonight she was
supposed to get her 1,000 points, is a
very unselfish player. She was very
excited, but she also knew we had a
game to play, and if she didn’t get her
16 tonight, that was fine. She knew that
we still had to play as a team. She plays
hard every game. I am not surprised she
scored her 1,000 points tonight. When
she sets her mind to do something, she
definitely does it,” Raider Head Coach
Camille Mammolite said.

Jada Lewis led the Tigers with 23
points and Keajah Hall had 15 points,
while Nah Quaisia Robinson sank 13
and Emily Nicole scored 11.

An unbelievable amount of trips
were taken to the foul line, not just in

TROTTER SINKS 18, GREEN 12 RBs, BONACUM 12 PTs

Cougars Roar in Second Half
Stun Raider B’ballers, 60-35

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior Reggie Green took charge
under the boards, especially in the
second half, and junior point guard
Tommy Trotter went on a scoring and
assists spree to lead the Cranford
High School boys basketball to team
a 60-35 victory over the stunned
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders in
Cranford on January 12.

The 3-6 Cougars hit nine 3-pointers
and Trotter, who led all scorers with
18 points, bucketed five of them. He
also dished out seven assists, snatched

four steals and grabbed five rebounds.
“Today I just got into my groove. I

played well. I passed well. I could see
open looks,” Trotter said.

Green, who finished with 10 points
and a steal, led everyone with 12
rebounds. After grabbing a rebound,
he was also able to find an open
teammate to add three assists.

“We know he’s going to get double
teamed, because he is a very good
player. We tell him that there’s going to
be an open guy and he gets it to that guy
who gets an easy lay-up,” Trotter said.

Junior John Oblachinski also sank

10 points, and senior Stefan
Fedorchak put in 11 points, includ-
ing a 3-pointer. Chris Wills banged a
3-pointer and Cameron Kutzer also
nailed a 3-pointer.

Senior Tom Bonacum led the 5-6
Raiders with 12 points, including a
pair of 3-pointers. He also had five
rebounds, two assists and a steal.
Junior guard Andrew Voysest (assist)
sank nine points, including a 3-
pointer, and senior point guard Xavier
Noel-Brooks (2 assists, 2 steals) also
had nine points and added four re-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DEFINITELY IN DOUBLE TROUBLE…Blue Devil Brian Bulger, front, has Cougar Matt Russo clamped in a double arm
bar stack in his 182-lb bout. Bulger pinned Russo in 56 seconds to up his record to 11-0.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING THE MAGIC NUMBER 1,000…Raider senior Taylor Sebolao, No. 23, scored her 1,000th career point with 2:06
left in the third quarter against Linden on January 10.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LOOKING TO OUTMANEUVER A COUGAR…Raider Tom Bonacum, No. 1, looks to get around Cougar Stefan
Fedorchak in Cranford on January 12. The Cougars caught fire in the second half, while the Raiders turned to ice. Cranford
won, 60-35.

No. 1 CBA Tops No. 3 Blue Devils
In Boys Swim – Story next week
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When did the term “old school” start?
And who started it? And is it meant as
a compliment or a derogatory thing?
So many questions, so little time.

Until last summer, when Bryce
Harper of the Washington Nationals
started people rethinking what “old
school” meant, it was usually was used
derogatorily about a coach – or person
– who was set in his ways, demanding
fundamentals, a screamer who stub-
bornly not all that interested in chang-
ing. Or, it was a fundamentally-solid
player who hustled, dove head-first
into bases, ran into fences, backed up
bases, took an extra base on every ball
hit, and generally displayed an old-
time recklessness and desire to win.

Which brings us to Chuck Hood.
Hood was the winner of the Boosters

Award as the top male athlete in WHS’s
Class of 1966 – and that group in-
cluded Don Anderson, Mike Compton,
Pat Davies, Harvey Gerber, Joe Goski,
Chip Hall, Ron Hall, George Handza,
Jim Harmon, Rick James, Ed Jamieson,
John Ketcham, Mike Mangan, Jim
McElroy, Doug McOwen, Mike
Monninger, Guy Mulford, Jeff Schaub,
Chuck Schmit, Kenny Stith, Dick
Stotler, Jeff Thiel and Dave Wahl,
among others.

Hood was a poster boy for “old
school.” He played halfback and safety
in football for Gary Kehler and Norm
Koury, and second base in baseball for
Koury. And he spent a lot of time with
trainer John D’Andrea. A good case
could be made for Kehler, Koury and
D’Andrea as “old school” in their ways;
and Hood would fit every category as
an “old school” player.

Every season at WHS didn’t offi-
cially get started for Hood until Koury’s
“jock strap” speech.

“At some point during double ses-
sions,” Hood said, “he would gather all
his position players and tell us that as
soon as we put on our jock strap, we
were different from everyone else in
the student body. It was like clockwork
and you could count on it every season.

“He was also the source, I believe, of
the perjorative ‘cake eater’ speech.
There was nothing worse that you could
be called as a WHS athlete than a cake
eater. It meant you were soft – prob-
ably irreversibly so.”

Of course, some stories, like some
people’s athletic talents, have gotten
better over the years, with lots of time
to improve, and less people around to
disprove the facts. Take it from some-
body who was there, Chuck Hood could
play halfback/safety or second base on
any team that WHS has fielded in the
46 years since he graduated.

He still has a collection of old game
balls, with written notes on them as to
what they’re for.

“Union County Tournament
Quarterfinals – May 18, 1965 –
Westfield 5, Springfield 4 – 2-run HR
in top of seventh inning (with 2 outs) to
win game.”

“May 21, 1965 – Westfield 4,
Rahway 2 – 1-for-3, two RBI – Knocked
catcher out of game – scoring a run.”

“GNT semis – June 5, 1965 –
Westfield 2, Union 1, 12 innings –
Single in 12th to drive in winning run.”

Not a bad three-week stretch!
Hood did recall an earlier incident

during a home baseball game behind
Edison. He slammed into the catcher in
a brutal collision, but the catcher hung
on to the ball for the out. As Hood
returned dejectedly to the bench
(whether he was mad because he was
out or because the catcher held onto the

ball is unclear), there was Kehler,
watching the game, telling him, “Next
time, balance up, balance up.” Almost
a half-century later, Hood still fondly
recalls that moment.

Sadly, Hood doesn’t have the ball for
his favorite hit, the one he got off Al
Santorini. The Union standout was the
real deal, an almost unhittable
righthander who never lost a high
school game (though he did lose twice
to WHS star Greg Chlan in American
Legion ball) and was a first-round draft
pick in 1966. He played six years in the
majors with the Atlanta Braves, San
Diego Padres and St. Louis Cardinals.

“The first time up he struck me out
on three wicked curveballs,” Hood said.
“In a later at bat, I swung so late on a
fast ball that it just managed to stay fair
up the right-field line. It went into foul
territory and by the time the right fielder
got the ball back in I was standing –
sheepishly, almost apologetically – on
third base. But I will always be able to
say that I tripled off Al Santorini!”

Those old rivalries with Union,
Rahway, Scotch Plains and Cranford
were bitterly fought, on the field, in the
coach’s box and even in the stands,
between fans. But that’s just how the
game was played.

Koury was the king of “old school” –
his 1965 and ’66 teams went 19-8 and
22-4, while posting what can only be
called anemic batting averages. Hitting
.200 – the infamous “Mendoza line” –
would have made most of the players on
those teams happy. Anything that could
possibly be considered an error by Koury
was an error. Many a 2-for-3 during the
game became 0-for-3 after Koury went
over the book afterward.

Hood hit just .200 and .223 in his two
years, but as his collection of old base-
balls can attest, he had a well-earned
reputation as a Mr. Clutch.

“We didn’t really have a powerful
lineup, so coach Koury taught us what
he referred to as ‘inside baseball’, which
today is called ‘small ball.’ It meant
lots of bunting, stealing and generally
trying to wreak havoc on the base paths.
I loved the inside game: get on base and
start running. What a blast! After our
final game, we got together in the
coaches’ room up on the second floor
of the Field House and he tossed me an
old pair of spikes as my ‘award’ for
leading the team in stolen bases and
runs scored.”

The 1966 team is considered among
the best teams in school history, win-
ning the Union County Tournament
and finishing second to Parsippany in a
2-1 nine-inning battle that was one of
the great games in Greater Newark
Tournament history. The captain of that
’66 team was Hood.

“During a team meeting one day,
coach Koury said we needed some-
body to be the captain,” Hood said.
“Then he said he thought that I should
be elected. No one chose to disagree
with him, and that was that. Sort of a
different take on ‘one man, one vote.’

“Yes, we called him Nemo,” Hood
said, quickly adding, “in conversations
among ourselves, never to his face.”

So the next time I hear somebody
called “old school,” I’m gonna think of
Chuck Hood and Norm Koury, and
figure it’s a compliment.

BASKETBALL
Senior Keegan Hess became just the

14th player in school history to score at
least 36 points in a game last Friday
against Elizabeth-St. Mary. The last to
reach that number was Mike Venezia in
2006 against Irvington.

The top single-game efforts at WHS:
43 Bob King (1963 vs. Rahway),
42 King (1963 vs. Roselle),
38 Dick Myers (1962 vs. Roselle

Park), King (1963 vs. Plainfield),
Maurice Boatright (1999 vs. Plainfield),
Dan Deserio (2002 vs. Elizabeth);

37 Cliff Ewing (1914 vs. Cranford),
Terry Brady (1948 vs. Somerville),

36 King (1962 vs. Roselle), King
(1963 vs. Linden), King (1963 vs.
Cranford), Tom Scott (1968 vs. Berke-
ley Heights), Venezia, Hess.

NJSIAA HALL OF FAME
There were some familiar faces for

WHS fans inducted into the New Jer-
sey State Interscholastic Athletic As-
sociation Hall of Fame in December.
Bob Baly, Billy Ard and Bill Schutsky
were among the honorees for the 17th
induction class.

Baly, a longtime Westfield resident
and father of WHS athletes Paul (’94)
and Mike Baly (’98), was honored for
his service as assistant director of the
NJSIAA. He was a football-basket-
ball-baseball standout at Union.

Ard attended Watchung Hills, played
professional football for the New York
Giants and worked in Westfield for
years.

Schutsky, who seemed to play his
best games against WHS, was a tre-
mendous defense-first basketball player
in the ’60s under a couple of legends:
Rollie Massimino at Hillside and Bob
Knight at West Point.

Among the other Westfielders in the
NJSIAA Hall of Fame are: former WHS
football-wrestling-golf coach Gary
Kehler (inducted in 2003); former
Union coach, and Westfield resident,
Lou Rettino (2007); one-time Westfield
resident Paul Robeson (2011). The first
induction class was 1995.

IN PASSING
Billy Hunziker (WHS ’76), one of

the top guys in one of the golden eras of
WHS wrestling, passed away on New
Year’s Day. He was a way-too-young
54 years old.

Hunziker was a three-year letterman,
posting a 46-8-3 career record – 7-4-3
at 129, 25-2 at 141 and 14-2 as a 158-
pounder before a broken elbow just
days before the district tournament
ended his WHS career.

He won the Hunterdon Central
Christmas Tournament, District 15 and
Region 4 as a junior. But he was upset
by Randy Frie of West Deptford, 10-5,
in the first round of states. As a senior
co-captain with Jerry Gottlick, he won
his weight at the inaugural Union
County Tournament.

The Devil’s Den appears occasion-
ally in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact us with comments,
complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. And remember, win
or not, Whs4e

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Hood Was ‘Old School’
When it Was ‘New School’

FFFFFanwood Corner Storeanwood Corner Storeanwood Corner Storeanwood Corner Storeanwood Corner Store
34 Martine Ave. (Times)

Kwick MarKwick MarKwick MarKwick MarKwick Mart Ft Ft Ft Ft Food Storeood Storeood Storeood Storeood Store
190 South Ave. (Times)
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Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood TIMES newspapers:
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921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)
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Extra! Extra!

BONACUM BANGS IN 21, LYNN SCORES 19, LOFTON 13

UC Viking Basketballers Hold
Back SP-F Raider Boys, 66-50

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A decisive second quarter is all it
took, as the undefeated Union Catho-
lic High School boys’ basketball team
rolled to a 66-50, victory over Scotch
Plains-Fanwood on January 8.

Poor shooting percentage and bad
passing haunted the Raiders through-
out the first half. With their fast-paced
attack style, the 7-0 Vikings created
no less than 18 steals, pulled 22 re-
bounds and dished out 17 assists.
Damon Lynn led the attack with 19
points, including four 3-pointers, and
Ashton Lofton connected with 13
points. Jahaad Harris and David
Hawthorne each bucketed 12 points,
and Dayne Horrobin scored five
points.

“We wanted to make sure we
pressed their guards, knew we could
and really did a good job doing that
closing out the first half. We got tran-
sition baskets, especially when ev-
eryone zoned in on the kid Lynn;
however, he too did get his fair share
of transition baskets. He’s had a heck
of a year so far,” Viking Head Coach
Jim Reedy said.

“They are a very talented team. We
did miss some easy shots early on,
which gave them fast breaks and easy
points. Lynn came up big; a big dif-
ference. We turned the ball over 20

times during the first half; can’t do
that against good teams like that
around the foul line,” Raider Head
Coach Dan Doherty said.

Raider Tom Bonacum rolled in 21
points. Additionally, Bonacum pulled
down 13 rebounds and swiped three
basketballs. Leo Ramos followed with
seven points and Xavier Noel-Brooks
netted six points, two rebounds and
two steals. Matt Greenberg had four
points, six rebounds and one steal.
Kevin Raszka finished with five
points. Andrew Voysest netted four
points and two rebounds, Devin
Glover had two points, two rebounds
and two steals.

Early on the Vikings forced Raider
errors and converted several steals
into easy lay-ups to seize a 36-17,
first-half lead. Lynn basically became
unstoppable from outside the paint,
firing in three 3-pointers and a jumper
for an 11-point total, Harris bucketed
10 points and Lofton drained four
shots. Bonacum rolled in a pair of
lay-ups, scored three-of-four from
the stripe. Bull dropped in 4-for-4
from the stripe and Greenberg buck-
eted four points for the Raiders.

In the third quarter, the offensive
method and screens employed by
coach Doherty proved to be fruitful.
With the Vikings playing man-to-
man, the Raider offensive unit fired

off a barrage of shots. Many of the
shots fired by Bonacum (8 points),
Brooks (6 points) and Glover (2
points) found their target.

Additionally, the Raiders’ defense
rattled the Vikings’ offense some-
what as they pushed to a 16-11 third
period advantage. Harris scored six
points, while Lynn was held to one 3-
pointer.

In the fourth quarter, the Raiders
and the Vikings alternated scoring,
but the Norsemen won the quarter,
19-17.

“Defensively speaking, we’re not
too big, so we really need to work on
rebounding; that’s our biggest weak-
ness. Once we can really control that
and focus on that, I think we will be a
pretty good team. Other than that, I
feel we’re a pretty good defensive
team against stops and we don’t give
up too many second and third chance
opportunities. We got everyone in-
volved and it turned out to be a pretty
good game,” said Coach Reedy.

“Second half; we hung around a
little bit more. They were very, very
quick and very athletic. You make one
mistake; they hop right on it and make
you pay. Our kids did a good job
defensively, however, and that’s a big
test against UC. They didn’t quit. We
just kept battling, battling and battling
and that is going to help us as the year
goes on,” Coach Doherty said.

“Second half I knew they were
going to come out trying to stop me,
so I had to score a lot of points in the
beginning and give us a comfortable
lead, which allowed us to coast some-
what, but it was hard, it wasn’t easy.
They played good defense,” said
Lynn.

“Lynn is one of the biggest scorers
here in New Jersey, so you need to
focus on him. However, if you focus
totally on one player, guys open up.
They made shots and that was the end
of the story. At the end of the day, if
you have a scorer like that and other
people can score around him, it’s
going to be a long night,” said
Bonacum.
Union Cath 15 21 11 19 66
Sc. Pl.-Fnwd 10   7 16 17 50

Children in Trouble With the Law?

Call The Criminal Defense Lawyers at

The Bramnick Law Firm

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

908-322-7000

www.jonbramnick.com

We Have Three Former Prosecutors

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

Viking Cagers Stop
Blue Devil Boys, 67-49
The 9-1 Union Catholic High

School boys basketball team got 26
points from Damon Lynn in a 67-49
victory over host Westfield on Janu-
ary 11. Keegan Hess led the 7-2 Blue
Devils with 18 points, while Scott
Toresco had 14 points and Danny
Mitchell had nine.
Union Cath. 14 17 17 19 67
Westfield 10 10 15 14 49

Lady Blue Devils Fall
To Royal Cagers, 63-50

The Westfield High School girls
basketball team suffered a 63-50 set-
back to the Oak Knoll Royals on
January 10. Megan Mondon sank 16
points, Jackie Knapp scored 12 points
and Lil Scott had 11 for the Blue
Devils.
Westfield 11   7 12 20 50
Oak Knoll 13 14 15 21 63

H.S. Sport Shorts:

WF Swim Boys Sink
Summit, WF Girls Win

The No. 3 Westfield High School
boys swim team sank No. 7 Summit,
97-73, at the Summit “Y” on January
10, while the No. 1 Lady Blue Devils
cruised past the Hilltoppers, 125-45,
in their meet.
BOYS: WF 97, SUMMIT 73
200 medley relay: S (Will Benn, Ryan
Sebastian, Will Beckett, Jim Currie)
1:40.58
200 free: John Lindros (W) 1:46.91
200 IM: Luca Guadagno (S) 1:59.36
50 free: Matt Daniel (W) 22.42
100 fly: Sebastian (S) 52.2
100 free: Benn (S) 48.02
500 free: Lindros (W) 4:59.15
200 free relay: S (Guadagno, Sebastian,
Beckett, Kevin Fries) 1:30.16
100 back: Benn (S) 53.9
100 breast: Sebastian (S) 1:00.14
400 free relay: W (Luke McGrory,
Lindros, Daniel, Stephen Husch) 3:20.92

GIRLS: WF 125, SUMMIT 45
200 medley relay: W (Becky Zhang,
Caroline Baldwin, Courtney Han, Erika
Daniel) 1:54.75
200 free: Courtney Day (W) 2:04.8
200 IM: Ellie Reinhardt (W) 2:17.2
50 free: Lauren Schmeider (W) 26.5
100 fly: Baldwin (W) 1:02.23
100 free: Reinhardt (W) 55.53
500 free: Kristen Fedor (S) 5:42.64
200 free relay: W (Day, Reinhardt,
Baldwin, Han) 1:43.04
100 back: Audrey Bangs (W) 1:04
100 breast: Tasha Kewalramani (S)
1:11.87
400 free relay: W (Zhang, Caroline Ba-
sil, Gwyn Devin, Emily McGann) 3:53.57

Blue Devil Boys Sink
St. Mary (Elizabeth)
Senior Keegan Hess had a field day

with a 36-point performance to lead
the Westfield High School boys bas-
ketball team to a 69-55 victory over
St. Mary (Elizabeth) on January 10.
Scott Toresco scored 15 points.
Westfield 10 18 17 24 69
St. Mary (Eliz) 13   9 12 21 55

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WAITING FOR THE PASS…Raider point guard Xavier Noel-Brooks, left, waits for the pass from Tom Bonacum, No. 1,
in the game against the Union Catholic Vikings. The Vikings won, 66-50.

WF Boys Place Sixth
At Group 4 Track

The Westfield High School boys
track team placed sixth with a total
of 17 at the Group 4 Relays at the
Bennett Center in Toms River on
January 11.

Blue Devils Kevin Smith, Joe
Obiajulu, Dan Luzzi and Matt
Luppino took second in the distance
medley relay with a time of 10:38.73.
Blue Devils Peter Fagan and Peter
Foltz placed second in the team pole
vault with a height of 25 feet. Blue
Devils Luzzi, Dalton Herzog, Rob
Marczydlo and Luppino placed sixth
in the 4x800 with a time of 8:28.23.

Lady Blue Devils Jenna Helfand
(2:27.3), Meghan O’Dwyer (2:31.2),
Gabby Stravach (2:32.1) and Lily
Burtness (2:28.9) crossed sixth in
the 4x800 with a time of 9:59.44.
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Blue Devil Matmen Slash Cougars, 39-18
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

better on my feet. He likes to mix it
up. It was a brawl,” Murray said.

Blue Devil Vin DiFillippo recorded
a side single takedown, a Claw tilt
and a reversal to claim a 7-1 decision
over Nick Frediani at 138-lbs then
Nick Velez recorded a takedown and
a backdoor reversal to defeat Cougar
Corey Birch, 4-0, at 145-lbs.

At 152-lbs, Cougar freshman Niko
Cappello, recent winner at the
Bloomfield Tournament, faced Nick
Rotondo, second in the UCT at 138-
lbs last year. Cappello recorded a
takedown at the mat’s edge in the first
period and escaped in the third to
grab a 3-0 decision.

Blue Devil Colin Barber, ranked
fifth in the state at 160-lbs, recorded
an escape and a knee-pry, spin around
takedown in the second period and
went on to earn a 4-2 decision over
Jim Dwyer.

Cougar Corey Markovitch recorded
the first bonus points of the evening
when he clamped Kevin Frega in a
cradle in 2:53 at 170-lbs to tie the
team score 12-12.

“I knew it was going to be a close
match. They are a good team. We
needed to get the bonus points, which
we didn’t do, and we gave up matches
that we shouldn’t have. A lot of people
wrestled hard, but there were others
who gave up pins. It didn’t distribute
equally throughout our team how we
wrestled,” Markovitch said.

Blue Devil Brian Bulger got the bo-
nus points right back and improved to
11-0 when he used a double-arm bar
stack to pin Matt Russo in 56 seconds at
182-lbs. Bulger had also won the Nutley
Tournament and Panther Invitational
Tournament 182-lb titles.

Another crucial bout came next
between Blue Devil Nick Arnold and
Rob Kessler at 195-lbs. After a score-
less but very active first period,
Kessler escaped then Arnold escaped
in the third period and added a
takedown to grab a 3-1 victory.

“I wanted to keep it close, wear him
down and win at the end. He was in on
a leg, and then he fell loose and I got
my points,” said Arnold, who added,
“I knew everyone just had to do their
job. That’s what it’s about and get the
win. It was a great win tonight.”

With Westfield leading, 21-12,
Cougar Jeff Weiss (second in District

11 at 220-lbs last year) needed bonus
points badly and was seemingly on
his way with a 7-1 lead but Cotter
Spurlock denied him the opportunity
with a takedown in the third period at
220-lbs. Weiss won, 8-3.

After a scoreless first period, Blue
Devil heavyweight Kyle Kania alertly
shot a half nelson after a reversal and
pinned Jon ElKhoury in 3:17. Nick
Kalimtzis sealed the victory for the 5-
1 Blue Devils when he pried Nick
Scaramuzzi to his back in 25 seconds
at 106-lbs. John Fuller used a bar
arm/half nelson to pin Cougar Chase
Gunther in 2:28 at 113-lbs.

Cougar Andrew Tompkins final-
ized the scoring when he got a sec-
ond-period reversal to defeat Yusef
Dwider, 2-0, at 120-lbs.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
126: — Aldana (W) d Busch, 4-1
132: — Murray (C) d Barber, 6-2
138: — DiFillippo (W) d Frediani, 7-1
145: — Velez (W) d Birch, 4-0
152: — Cappella (C) d Rotondo, 3-0
160: — Barber (W) d Dwyer, 4-2
170: — Markovitch (C) p Frega, 2:53
182: — Bulger (W) p Russo, :56
195: — Arnold (W) d Kessler, 3-1
220: — Weiss (C) d Spurlock, 8-3
Hwt: — Kania (W) p ElKhoury, 3:17
106: — Kalimtzis (W) p Scaramuzzi, :25
113: — Fuller (W) p Gunther, 2:28
120: — Tompkins (C) d Dwider, 2-0

CUNNINGHAM, RICE, RIDGE, MIRABELLA WIN BIG

Raider Matmen Manhandle
Elizabeth Minutemen, 49-24

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Facing unbeaten Elizabeth, the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
wrestling team stepped up in a big
way to deliver the Minutemen a 49-
24 defeat before a roaring crowd in
Scotch Plains on January 9.

Seniors Steve Carrion, Dein Rice,
junior Matt Ridge and sophomores JT
Bierne, Tom Cunningham, Brian
Lapham and Alex Mirabella were the
wrestlers to reap important bonus points.

In the opening bout, Raider heavy-
weight Anthony Tufaro faced tough
customer Joe Romeo and recorded a
takedown in the third period to earn a
3-1 decision. At 106-lbs, Raider
Jasmar Philippe seized a 7-1 lead on
Wesley Ortiz in the third period. Ortiz
answered with a series of moves to
move ahead, 8-7. Philippe answered
with a reversal with seconds remain-
ing to grab a 9-8 decision.

At 113-lbs, Bierne recorded a
takedown on Minuteman Jose
Rondon before showing him the light
over the top of the mat in 2:30 with a
half nelson.

At 120-lbs. Minuteman James
Thevenin amassed a 6-2 advantage
over Cunningham in the first period,

but Cunningham recorded two
takedowns and back points then pried
his opponent to his back in 4:37. The
Raiders took a 24-0 lead when Carrion
worked over Sergio Silva at 126-lbs
before showing him the lights at 4:44.

“JT wrestled really well.
Cunningham! That was a big pin for
him. Thevinin pinned him last year or,
at least, beat him out on points. Carrion
got off to a little bit of a slow start but
eventually jumped in at the right time,”
Raider Head Coach TJ Gavor said.

Lapham put on a clinic at 132-lbs
and amassed two takedowns and three
near-cradles to claim a 13-2, major-
ity decision over Willy Silva to up the
team score to 28-0.

“I was very upset with the way it
went. I should have done a lot more.
I was very unhappy in the way he
wrestled. I was working the entire six
minutes, and I just hate it when I have
to wrestle against kids who wrestle
not to get pinned. Very frustrating,”
said Lapham.

“Brian! What you see is what you
get with him. He just majors kids left
and right,” Coach Gavor said.

Two-straight Minutemen won via
pins then at 152-lbs. Rice, always
willing to get into the mix of things,

rocked Jonniel Bazan to sleepy land
with a gable in 5:50.

“I was using my doubles. He was a
strong kid with good defense and he
caught me a couple of times. I was
just working what I knew I could get.
I zoned for the two-on-one on the
arm, trying to work that and to get
him to his back. He got me to my
back, but at the end, I caught him and
put him to his back,” said Rice.

“Dein’s been a sledgehammer; he’s
been pinning everybody so far. I think
that’s 9-2 tonight for him and has
seven pins,” commented Coach Gavor.

At 160 lbs. Dom Pigna recorded two
takedowns and a reversal, in the second
period to defeat Ed Hurtares, 6-1.

“I really improved on my sprawl,
that helped a lot. He had a couple of
shots on me but none of them were
cleared, I don’t let anybody in. On
top, I rode him out, did what I could,
tried some bar-arms, tried some
halves, whatever works; just tried to
ride him out to finish the match,” said
a very happy Pigna.

Ridge looked smooth and deter-
mined in his bout when he put 170-lb.
Sergio Zurita to his back in 1:31 to
give the Raiders a 43-12 lead.

Probitas Verus Honos

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

Fred Lecvomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ON A PINNING ROLL…Raider Dein Rice lifts Minuteman Jonniel Bazan off the mat and later sends him to sleepy land
with a gable in 5:50 in his 152-lb bout. Rice has been a pinning machine.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
AN INTENSE SHOWDOWN…Blue Devil Matt Barber attempts to escape the grasp of Cougar Gavin Murray in their 132-
lb bout. Murray recorded a 6-2 decision.
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Raiders Manhandle Minutemen
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Sebolao Hits 1,000 vs Tigers
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Cougars Stun Raiders, 60-35
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

the final quarter but also throughout
the game. In all, 63 shots were taken
from the line and 40 of them went in.
The Tigers were 24-for-36 (67 per-
cent) and the 5-4 Raiders were 15-27
(56 percent).

“Linden is a very physical team,
but we are just as physical. We fight
hard. Every second of the game, we
don’t take a second off. We were
more than ready to be in this game,”
Coach Mammolite said.

Sebolao, known for her ability to
hit from the outside, was closely
guarded, so she resorted to driving to
the basket and drawing fouls. She hit
10 of her first 12 free throws, but after
she hit her magic number 1,000, she
sank only one of four in the fourth
quarter.

“I didn’t hit one jump shot that
game, so I knew once I got the ball, I
got good screens from my teammates,
which allowed me to take a quick step
in front of my girl, and then she
fouled me and I went to the line,”
Sebolao explained.

Sebolao, an all-state goalie in soc-
cer, also noticed that her club soccer
coach Keith Hertell was in the stands.

“The girl who was guarding me did
a phenomenal job. Most of my points

were from the foul line, which I have
been struggling with lately. So I was
happy I was able to sink the foul shots
when I could. Mr. Hertell! That defi-
nitely gave me luck,” Sebolao said.

The fact that there were so many
trips to the charity line proved that
there was a lot of physical contact,
and Sebolao found herself on the
floor on many occasions.

With the help of 11 points from the
charity line, the Tigers carried a 22-9
lead into the second quarter. Sebolao
sank only three points in the quarter
but added four more when the Raid-
ers won the second quarter, 14-8, to
narrow the score to 30-23.

Within the first four minutes of the
third quarter, Sebolao sank five of six
free throws and the Raiders tightened
to score to 33-30. She added a lay-up
then Harper created a steal and tossed
the ball to Sebolao, who drove to the
basket and rolled in the lay-up to ease
the pressure that had been upon her
all game.

The Raiders scored the first five
points of the final quarter, and when
Harper went to the line and sank a
free throw with 6:02 remaining, the
score was tied, 43-43, but the Tigers
regrouped to control the tempo for
the remainder of the game.
Linden 22   8 13 17 60
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood   9 14 15 12 50

Westfield Office
185 Elm St • 908-654-7777

www.weichert.com

InsuranceClosing ServicesMortgagesReal Estate

COLONIAL

MOUNTAINSIDE. Custom Colonial Home situated on more
than a half acre of manicured property featuring 5 BR, 4 full baths, 2 half
baths with 3 car attached garage. This distinctive home boasts a FLR w/
fireplace, FDR, library/study, den w/wet bar & fireplace. Gourmet EIK,
2nd flr Master Bedroom w/bath, 4 additional Bedrooms & 2 full baths,
1st floor laundry/pantry, ground level FR /game room w/fireplace,
summer kitchen/au pair suite w/private entrance, Central Air. $925,000.

Glenn
Miklencic

SPLIT

CRANFORD. Large College Estates split with many updates
including-updated eat-in kitchen, family room, and baths. The home
has central air, Jacuzzi, pool, &deck off of the dining room. Ceiling
fans in many of the rooms add to your comfort. The home also has
plenty of storage with 2 walk in closets, a large two car garage, and an
attic with walk in access! Conveniently located close to schools, parks,
and recreation. Also close to downtown. $569,000.

Nancy
Kronheimer

CENTER HALL COLONIAL

WESTFIELD. NYC style Chef`s professional kitchen with Wolf, Sub
Zero & Bosch applcs, wet bar, gorgeous granite counters & glass tiled
backsplash. Kitchen rail system for cooking tools & professional lighting.
Integrated audio system in kitchen & thruout home. Bathrooms with
custom tile work, top of the line fixtures, body sprays & towel warmers.
Fabulous location on cul-de-sac, close to schools, town & train. Professionally
landscaped private backyard & custom paver patio. $1,140,000.

Associate of the Month

Jacqueline
“Jackie”
Waldman

Adie Shaalan
Top Lister for the Month of December

Adie
Shaalan

TOWNHOUSE

GARWOOD. The Pointe at Garwood welcomes you to this 3-Level
recently built (`07) End Unit Town House with elevator. It is a 55+
Community. Spacious and bright with 23 windows, 2 Bedrooms, 3.5 Bath
including a Master Bedroom Suite/full Bath, sitting area and Library,
Living Room with gas fireplace, Family Room, Formal Dining Room, Eat
In Kitchen and Pantry, 3rd level Laundry room, 2 car garage, rec room w/
bath on 1st level, Central Air, Security System, Hardwood floors. $544,500.

Nadine
Allen

EXPANDED RANCH

SCOTCH PLAINS. This bright well-built Expanded Ranch features 4
BR, 2 Baths, EIK, FDR, LR with WBF, 3 season porch, 2 car attached
garage with entry in rear of house, CAC, gas heat and a full unfinished
basement with high ceilings. This home sits on just over a third of an acre
of property with the driveway leading to a cul-de-sac. Located in the
prestigious Parkwood Section, on the south side of Scotch Plains. Convenient
to Fanwood/Westfield trains and Garden State Parkway. $478,000.

bounds. Senior forward Kevin Raszka
contributed four rebounds, four steals
and two assists, while senior forward
Matt Greenberg had two points, two
rebounds and a steal. Quaryee Bull
had a two-point put-back and a steal.

The first quarter was nothing more
than a tradeoff of points with neither
team being able to grab more than a
two-point lead. By the end, the Raid-
ers led, 17-15. Bonacum sank eight
of his points in the quarter, including
a pair of 3-pointers, which accounted
for the Raiders’ first six points. Noel-
Brooks added five points. Trotter also
sank a pair of 3-pointers and
Oblachinski put in four points.

The rhythm of the game was pretty
much the same, however, the Cou-
gars won the second quarter, 13-11,
to knot the score, 28-28. Voysest sank
seven points, including a 3-pointer.
Fedorchak and Green each scored
four points.

Bull tapped in his put-back and Noel-
Brooks followed with a 2-pointer to
open the third quarter, but the Cougars

answered with a 13-1 run to win the
quarter and carry a 41-33 lead into the
final quarter. Trotter hit two more 3-
pointers in the quarter.

After Bonacum sank a free throw
on a technical foul early in the final
quarter, the Raiders remained in the
icebox, and the Cougars scored 17
unanswered points before the Raid-
ers sank a free throw to finalize the
scoring.

“After halftime, our coach gave a
great speech, and we just came out
and played. I haven’t been playing
well lately. Now that this game’s over,
it boosts my spirits all the way,” Trot-
ter said.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 17 11   5   2 35
Cranford 15 13 13 19 60

Raiders Stun Brearley, 42-27,
Fall to Old Bridge, 38-24

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School wrestling team defeated David
Brearley, 42-27, and lost to Old
Bridge, 38-24, on January 12. The
Raiders won eight of the 14 bouts and
received some help from the return of
Dom Natale to the lineup.

Raider Jashmar Philipp received a
forfeit at 106-lbs. Bear Nick DeMarco
claimed a 10-3 decision over JT
Beirne at 113-lbs then Raider Tommy
Cunninghan edged Dylan Oliva, 5-4,
at 120-lbs. Raider Steve Carrion
showed Tim Murphy the lights in
3:32 at 126-lbs then Bear Anthony
Rice pinned Will Benavides in 50
seconds at 132-lbs.

Raider Brian Lapham decked
Kevin Torres in 2:42 at 138-lbs then
Natale pinned Matt Disko in 5:02 at
145-lbs. Raider Dein Rice took care
of business with a 1:12 fall over

Eoghan Savona at 152-lbs. Bear John
Balboni pinned Dom Pigna in 4:35 at
160-lbs, and Joey Balboni pinned
Matt Blanck in 1:29 at 170-lbs.

Raider Matt Ridge claimed a 6-1
decision over Mike Tancs at 182-lbs,
and Bear Jeff Velez grabbed a 5-1 deci-
sion over Alex Mirabella at 195-lbs.
Saverio Salfcas earned a 6-3 victory
over Raider Dan Van Brunt at 220-lbs.
Raider heavyweight Anthony Tufaro
smothered Rasheed Banks in 1:18.

Against Old Bridge, Philippe (106)
claimed an 18-2, tech fall over Tanner
Corbett. At 132-lbs, Lapham
decisioned Terry Boateng, 8-3. Rice
grabbed a 14-4, majority decision
over Dave Hopman at 152-lbs. Pigna
beat Adam Chojnowski, 5-2, at 160-
lbs. Mirabella topped Mike Yuhos, 4-
0, at 182-lbs. Tufaro pinned Christian
Manzanares in 1:50.

The Cranford High School wres-
tling team recovered very well after a
setback to Westfield and toppled
Roselle Park, 28-24, in Cranford on
January 11. Heavyweight Jon
ElKoury sealed the victory with a
3:42 fall over Vinny Picarelli. It was
the first time since 1993 that the Cou-
gars had beaten the Panthers.

Each team won seven bouts, but
the 8-1 Panthers won four of the first
five bouts, beginning at 113-lbs when
John DeVito pinned Nick Scaramuzzi
in 38 seconds. Andy Santamaria
decisioned Cougar Andrew
Tompkins, 8-3, at 120-lbs and Josh
Gergich earned a 5-2 decision over
Dave Busch at 126-lbs.

Gavin Murray got the Cougars on
the scoreboard with a 13-2, majority
decision over Matt Swain at 132-lbs
then Panther Bobby Vail defeated
Nick Frediani, 9-3, at 138-lbs.

Cougar Corey Birch claimed a 7-2
decision over Brad Carle at 145-lbs

then Panther Brian Matthews nipped
Niko Cappello, 2-1, at 152-lbs. Jimmy
Dwyer had a tough bout with Panther
Steve Loevsky at 160-lbs but pre-
vailed, 8-4.

Allen Nunez defeated Matt
DiMartino, 5-1, at 170-lbs to give the
Panthers a 21-10 team lead, but Corey
Markovitch pulled out a big victory
with a 6-3 decision over Phil Woods
at 182-lbs. Rob Kessler gave the Cou-
gars a 22-21 lead when he decked
Marc Signorello in 3:33 at 195-lbs
then Cougar Jeff Weiss grabbed a 6-
0 decision over Kevin Metellus at
220-lbs.

ElKhoury’s bout with Picarelli was
not all roses when he found himself
fighting off his back in the first pe-
riod to avoid getting pinned, but in
the second period, ElKhoury turned
him to his back with a power half for
the pin. In the final bout of the evening
(106-lbs), Panther Chris Gural won
an 8-3 decision over Chase Gunther.

Cougar Wrestlers Sting
Roselle Park Panthers, 28-24

Probitas Verus Honos

Cougar Cagers Defeat
Lady Raiders, 59-39

Just one day after Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School Raiders Taylor
Sebolao reached the 1,000-point mark,
Cranford Cougar Jess McCoy did the
same in a 59-39 victory over the Raid-
ers in Scotch Plains on January 11.

McCoy’s magic moment came
when she banged a 3-pointer at the
buzzer to end the first period. McCoy
finished with 21 points, including
three 3-pointers. Sebolao finished
with 17 points to bring her career
total to 1,020.
Cranford 17 15 11 16 59
Sc. Pl.-Fnwd 12   8   8 11 39

Cougar B’ballers Bury
Lady Farmers, 49-38
The Cranford High School girls

basketball team defeated Union, 49-
38, in Cranford on January 10. Kaitlin
McGovern and Jess McCoy each
scored 14 points, while Jenna Goeller
bucketed eight points. Carly
Maucione had six points, and Mairead
McKeary had four.
Union   7   9   5 17 38
Cranford 12 10 16 11 49

Jess McCoy Hits 1,000

“On my feet, I finally opened up,
hit some wrestling moves. I haven’t
done that in a while. I got a nice
takedown, worked the under-hook
series and just ended up in a power
half to pin him,” said Ridge.

“Ridge, finally opened it up. He’s
got every move in the phonebook, he
just needs to know how to hit it and
have the confidence. That’s all,” said
Coach Gavor.

After dropping 182-lb. Minuteman
Michael Rojas to the mat with a single
in the second period, Mirabella sealed
the deal when he pried his opponent
to his back in 2:41.

“I started off kind of using my head
by thinking a lot, so I said, ‘I have to
quit this’, so I started snapping him
down, see if I could hit anything. To-
wards the end of the period, he shoots;
I get my two. He’s got to think defen-
sively now, get his one, try to get his
two again. I went for a cradle first,
couldn’t hit it, got my leg in nice and
tight on a Merkel, went under, got my
five-count, then just turned him and
that was it,” Mirabella explained.

Elizabeth won via a fall at 195-lbs.
and no one challenged at 220-lbs.

“It’s conditioning, that’s kind of
the thing. They got a bunch of bull-
dozers on their team, so I tell them,
‘weather the storm, weather the
storm!’ It’s on how hard we work in
the room that will eventually tell that
the third period belongs to us and it
showed tonight,” concluded coach
Gavor.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
Hwt: – Tufaro (S) d. Romeo. 3-1
106: – Philippe (S) d. Ortiz, 9-8
113: – Beirne (S) p. Rondon, 2:30
120: – Cunningham (S) p. Thevenin, 4:37
126: – Carrion (S) p. Baron, 4:44
132: – Lapham (S) md. Silva, 13-2
138: – Miranda (E) p. Benavides, 5:50
145: – Zurita (E) p. Lielich, 3:07
152: – Rice (S) p. Bazan, 5:50
160: – Pigna (S) d. Hurtares, 6-1
170: – Ridge (S) p. Zurita. 1:31
182: – Mirabella (S) p. Rojas, 2:41
195: – Diaz (E) p. Van Brunt, 1:37
220:- Tobe (E) won forfeit

WF Wrestlers Win 3
In Big Quad Meet

The Westfield High School wres-
tling team defeated Livingston, 54-
15, Piscataway, 60-9, and Highland
Park, 72-6, in a Quad meet on Janu-
ary 12. Nine Blue Devils won all
three of their bouts and one won bout
of his bouts.

Colin Barber (160) recorded a pin,
a technical fall and a majority deci-
sion. Brian Bulger (182) recorded a
pair of falls and a decision, as did
heavyweight Kyle Kania. John Fuller
(113) recorded three pins. Nick
Arnold (195) won by pin, decision
and forfeit. Anthony Aldana (126)
won by fall and two decisions. Nick
Kalimtzis (106) recorded a pin and
two forfeits. Nick Rotondo (145) re-
corded two majority decisions and a
forfeit. Nick Velez (138) won by pin,
decision and forfeit. Cotter Spurlock
(220) won both of his bouts by fall.
Matt Barber (132) recorded a major-
ity decision and a forfeit, and Kevin
Frega (170) recorded a pair of pins.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
THIEF ROBBING A THIEF…Just seconds after Raider Andrew Voysest, No. 3,
makes a steal, Cougar Cameron Kutzer, left, snatches the ball in Cranford on
January 12.
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#1 Agent Westfield Office – 2006-2012

email: isre@aol.com • website: www.frankdisoldi.com

Office: 908-233-5555 x 202 • Direct: 908-301-2038

Frank D. Isoldi
Broker / Sales Associate

© 2012 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

Introducing Westfield’s

Newest Luxury Development:

5 Brandt Court  $1,349,000

3 Brandt Court  $1,399,000

1 Brandt Court  $1,295,000

649 Fourth Avenue  $1,295,000 655 Fourth Avenue  $1,299,900
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PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

RESOLUTION 13-01-01

BE IT RESOLVED the following meetings of the Mayor and Council will be held during
Year 2013 at 7:30 P.M. at Borough Hall, Mayor and Council Chambers, 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.

AGENDA MEETINGS REGULAR MEETINGS

* No Meeting January 15
February 5 February 19
March 5 March 19
April 2 April 16
May 7 May 21

* June 5 June 18
* No Meeting July 16

August 6 August 20
September 3 September 17
October 1 October 15

* November 6 * November 18
December 3 December 17

The Agenda and Regular Meetings will be held on Tuesdays except for those dates
marked with an “*” above.

Official action may be taken at either the Agenda or the Regular Meetings of the Mayor
and Council.

1 T - 1/17/13, The Times Fee: $43.86

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD
2013 MEETING SCHEDULE

AGENDA MEETINGS REGULAR MEETINGS

January 14 January 23
** February 20 (Wednesday) February 27

March 18 March 27
April 15 April 24
May 13 May 22
June 17 June 26
No Agenda Meeting July 24
No Agenda Meeting August 28
September 16 September 25

** October 16 (Wednesday) October 23
November 11 November 20
No Agenda Meeting * December 16 (Monday)
January 13, 2014 January 22. 2014

Planning Board Meets on Mondays for Agenda Meetings and Wednesdays for Regular
Meetings, at 7:30 PM, at Fanwood Borough Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue, Fanwood,
New Jersey, except as noted with (*).

* No Agenda Meeting this month.  Regular Meeting scheduled for Monday.
** Due to conflict with legal holiday, this Agenda Meeting scheduled for Wednesday.

1 T - 1/17/13, The Times Fee: $43.86

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF MOUNTAINSIDE

COUNTY OF UNION, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARDED

The Governing Body of the Borough of
Mountainside in the County of Union, has
awarded a contract without competitive
bidding as a Professional Service pursu-
ant to N.J.S.A 40A:11-5(1)(a). This con-
tract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the office
of the Municipal Clerk.

Martha Lopez, RMC
Borough Clerk

Dated: January 8, 2013
Awarded to: Post, Polak, Goodsell,

McNeill & Strauchler, 425 Eagle Rock Av-
enue, Suite 200, Roseland, New Jersey
07068

Services: Borough Attorney
Period: 01/01/13 – 12/31/13
Costs: Not to exceed $225,000

1 T - 1/17/13, The Leader Fee: $20.40

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF MOUNTAINSIDE

COUNTY OF UNION, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARDED

The Governing Body of the Borough of
Mountainside in the County of Union, has
awarded a contract without competitive
bidding as a Professional Service pursu-
ant to N.J.S.A 40A:11-5(1)(a). This con-
tract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the office
of the Municipal Clerk.

Martha Lopez, RMC
Borough Clerk

Dated: January 8, 2013
Awarded to: Suplee, Clooney & Com-

pany, 308 East Broad Street, Westfield,
New Jersey 07090

Services: Borough Auditor/Financial Ad-
visor

Period: 01/01/13 – 12/31/13
Costs: Not to exceed $62,500

1 T - 1/17/13, The Leader Fee: $20.40

PUBLIC NOTICE
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD

BOARD OF EDUCATION
NOTICE OF MEETINGS

(In Compliance with OPEN PUBLIC
MEETINGS ACT - Chapter 231)
*ADDENDUM TO REGULARLY

SCHEDULED MEETINGS*

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education and PTA will meet for
Roundtable Discussions on various topics
of concern on Tuesday, January 29, 2013
at 7:30 p.m. in the Terrill Middle School,
1301 Terrill Road, Scotch Plains, New
Jersey. Action will not be taken.
1 T - 1/17/13, The Times Fee: $14.28PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
RECREATION COMMISSION

In compliance with N.J.S.A. 10:4-8D
(Open Public Meeting Act), the Westfield
Recreation Commission wishes to advise
the public that it will hold its regular meet-
ings for 2012 in the Recreation Confer-
ence Room of the Municipal Building 425
East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey
at 7:30pm, on the following dates:

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 4
MONDAY, MARCH 11

MONDAY, APRIL 1
MONDAY, MAY 6
MONDAY, JUNE 3
MONDAY, JULY 1

NO REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING
IS SCHEDULED FOR AUGUST

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 9
MONDAY, OCTOBER 7

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 4
MONDAY, DECEMBER 2

MONDAY, JANUARY  6, 2014

1 T - 1/17/13, The Leader Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

SPECIAL MEETING

The Board of Adjustment of the Town of
Westfield, New Jersey will hold a special
meeting on January 30, 2013 at 7:30pm
in the Council Chambers in the Municipal
Building, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield,
New Jersey to hear and decide upon the
following application.   Formal action may
be taken.

Kidville Westfield, Catharine & Paul
Wilder, 109 East Broad Street. Applicant
proposes to establish a business (Kidville
Westfield) in the CBD zone whose use, as
determined upon review by the Town Zon-
ing Official, is not in compliance with the
uses permitted under section 11.25A of
the Land Use Ordinance. Applicant is seek-
ing an ‘a’ appeal/ administrative officers
error. Alternatively, applicant seeks use
(d) variance relief from Section 11.25A of
the Land Use Ordinance.

Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from re-
quirements may be sought as appropriate.
Plans and application are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Kathleen A. Nemeth
Secretary, Board of Adjustment

1 T - 1/17/13, The Leader Fee: $30.60

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN F WESTFIELD
PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE OF DECISION

On January 7, 2013, the Planning Board
of the Town of Westfield adopted a Reso-
lution granting minor subdivision approval
to the Applicant, D. Villane Construction,
LLC, in connection with the property lo-
cated at 836 & 846 Grant Avenue, Block
1305 Lots 8 & 9 on the Tax Map of the
Town of Westfield. The approval will per-
mit the subdivision of the two existing lots
into three conforming lots for the construc-
tion of three new conforming single-family
homes.

A copy of the Resolution is on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be inspected by the public during that
office’s normal business hours.

Joseph A. Paparo, Esq.
Attorney for the Applicant

1 T - 1/17/13, The Leader Fee: $20.91

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

The Tax Assessment List for The Town
of Westfield for the 2013 Tax Year will be
open for inspection on Thursday, Febru-
ary 28, 2013 between the hours of 8:30
A.M. and 3:30 P.M. in the Tax Assessors
Office, Municipal Building, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield.

Annmarie Switzer, CTA
Tax Assessor

1 T – 1/17/13, The Leader Fee: $10.71

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD

CONTRACTOR: Russell M. Finestein,
Esq. 70 South Orange Avenue,
Livingston, New Jersey 07039

NATURE OF SERVICES: Retained to
provide the professional legal services of a
general legal counsel in furtherance of the
ordinary duties of the Town Attorney.

DURATION: January 1, 2013 through
December 31, 2013

AMOUNT: $48,500.00.

CONTRACTOR: Finestein & Malloy,
LLC, 70 South Orange Avenue,
Livingston, New Jersey 07039

NATURE OF SERVICES: Retained to
render legal services in furtherance of the
extraordinary duties of the Town Attorney
for the Town of Westfield.

DURATION: January 1, 2013 through
December 31, 2013

AMOUNT: Not to exceed $130,000.

CONTRACTOR: Hatch Mott
McDonald; 27 Bleeker Street, Millburn,
New Jersey 07041

NATURE OF SERVICES: Engaged to
provide a licensed C-4 Sewer Operator as
required by NJSA 58:11-64 for public sewer
collection systems.

DURATION: January 1, 2013 through
December 31, 2013

AMOUNT: Amount of $9,900.

CONTRACTOR: Frederick T. Danser
III, Esq. 25 Independence Boulevard,
Liberty Corner, New Jersey 07938

NATURE OF SERVICES: Retained to
provide the professional legal services of a
consultant and negotiator in connection
with collective bargaining between the
Town and its employee representation or-
ganizations.

DURATION: January 1, 2013 through
December 31, 2013

AMOUNT: Amount of $28,000.

CONTRACTOR: Apruzzese
McDermott Mastro & Murphy, 25 Inde-
pendence Boulevard, Liberty Corner,
New Jersey 07938

NATURE OF SERVICES:  Retained to
provide the professional legal services in
furtherance and in conjunction with the
duties of Labor Counsel.

DURATION:  January 1, 2013 through
December 31, 2013

AMOUNT:  Not to exceed $75,000.

CONTRACTOR: Suplee, Clooney &

Company, 308 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090.

NATURE OF SERVICES: Engaged to
perform the statutory annual audit of the
accounts, annual audit of Federal and State
Programs, the Review Report on the Town
of Westfield Deferred Compensation Plan,
and preparation of the Market Disclosure
Report.

DURATION: January 1, 2013 through
December 31, 2013

AMOUNT: $67,950.

CONTRACTOR: SNR Denton LLP, 101
JFK Parkway, Short Hills, NJ  07078 of
which Robert W. Cockren is a member.

NATURE OF SERVICES: Retained to
provide special counsel in various legal
matters in which the best interests of the
Town will be served due to the familiarity of
Mr. Cockren with said matters and where
legal costs to the Town will be most effi-
ciently managed in avoiding costs for new
counsel to become familiar with such mat-
ters, i.e. “Sunnyside Senior Housing of
Westfield, L.L.C. vs. Town of Westfield,
Andrew Skibitsky (Mayor of the Town of
Westfield) Town Council of the Town of
Westfield and Planning Board of the Town
of Westfield; and various other legal mat-
ters as determined by the Town Adminis-
trator and Mayor.

DURATION: January 1, 2013 through
December 31, 2013.

AMOUNT: Not to exceed $35,000.

CONTRACTOR: Stickel, Koenig,
Sullivan & Drill

NATURE OF SERVICES: Retained to
provide the professional legal services in
conjunction with the services provided by
Jonathan Drill, Esq. in his capacity as
special  counsel in connection with certain
litigations captioned “Sunnyside Senior
Housing of Westfeld, LLC vs. Town of
Westfield, Andrew Skibitsky (mayor of the
Town of Westfield) Town Council of the
Town of Westfield and Planning Board of
the Town of Westfield”.

DURATION: January 1, 2013 through
December 31, 2013

AMOUNT: not to exceed $35,000 with
this expenditure charged to the Legal Ac-
count.

THE RESOLUTIONS AND CON-
TRACTS FOR ALL OF THE ABOVE ARE
ON FILE IN THE OFFICE OF THE TOWN
CLERK.

Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk

1 T - 1/17/13, The Leader Fee: $97.92

PUBLIC NOTICE

ALL-STATE HONOREES…Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Henry Smith,
Head Coach George Kapner and Sam Eliades; top row L-R, Zach Sheil, Dan
LaCorte, Benjamin Fine and Mike Prosuk.

The Westfield High School boys
2012 soccer team was well repre-
sented at the All-State Soccer Ban-
quet on January 6 at the Pines Manor
in Edison.

Head Coach George Kapner was in
attendance, along with Henry Smith
(2nd Team All-State Central 1: 1st
Team All Union County – UC), Daniel

LaCorte (2nd Team All State Central
1; 1st Team All UC), Sam Eliades
(3rd Team All-State Central 1: 2nd
Team All UC), Benjamin Fine (3rd
Team All-State Central 1: 2nd Team
All UC), Mike Prosuk (All-State Cen-
tral 1 Honorable Mention) and Zach
Sheil (All-State Central 1 Honorable
Mention).

Soccer Blue Devils Honored at Pines Manor

FSPY Swim Team Competes
At Long Island Invitational

FSPY SWIMMERS…Pictured, left to right, are: Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA
swimmers Ryan Gajdzisz, Harry Clewell and Dan Drozdzewicz.

The Fanwood Scotch Plains “Y”
(FSPY) swim team competed against
13 teams from four states at the Long
Island Holiday Invitational, held at
the Nassau County Aquatic Center in
December. FSPY competitors won
23 individual events and seven re-
lays, setting seven team records (TR).

Abigail DiGiorgio, Monika
Burzynski and Nolan Kearns earned
“high point” awards within their age
groups for the first time. High point
award winners were DiGiorgio (first,
8U), Burzynski (second, 11-12),
Kearns (second, 13-14), Sarah Cronin
(first, 15-18), Sarah Davis (first, 13-
14), Ryan Gajdzisz (second, 15-18)
and Molly Gaynor (second, 15-18).

Individual events: First-place –
DiGiorgio (25-breast TR, 50-breast TR,
50-free, 100-free TR, 100-Individual
Medley (IM); Burzynski (100-back TR,
100-fly, 50-fly, 100-free); Kearns
(400IM, 200IM); Cronin (200-back TR,
200-IM, 200-free, 100-free); Gaynor
(400IM, 200-fly, 100-fly); Davis (50-
free TR, 100-free); Jodie Thompson

(100-breast TR, 200-breast), and Nicho-
las Giardiello (500-free).

Other top-5: Eric Chang (5 events),
Gina Bratti (3), Matthew Chen (3),
Harry Clewell (3), Elle Priesing (3),
Julia Bonhote (2), Isabella Iacona
(2), Connor Jablonski (2), Jeremy
Kronheimer (2), Tyler Lessner (2),
Savannah Llewellyn (2), Joe Baron
(1), Jonathan Baron (1), Lily Dimon
(1), Dan Drozdzewicz (1), Alexa Fazio
(1), Erika Frazier (1), Connor Moore
(1), Richard Panikiewsky (1), Alex
Skoog (1), James Sullivan (1), Mor-
gan Tsin (1) and Nick Venditto (1).

Medley relays: FSPY finished first
in the boys 13-14 age group and in the
girls 8U, 11-12 and 15-18 age groups.
FSPY freestyle relays touched first in
the girls 11-12, 13-14 and 15-18 age
groups. Members included Kearns,
Heath, Chang, and Baron (boys 13-
14), Priesing, DiGiorgio, Dimon and
Fazio (girls 8U), Bratti, Burzynski,
Frazier and Maizes (free) VonOehsen
(medley), (girls 11-12), Davis, Musso,
Daudelin and Stankiewicz (girls 13-
14), Cronin, Gaynor, Llewellyn and
Thompson (girls 15-18).

Head Coach Chris Karelus was en-
couraged by the team’s overall perfor-
mance and team’s second place finish
overall. For more information on FSPY’s
swim team programs, please call (908)
889-8880 or e-mail Chris Karelus at
ckarelus@fanwoodscotchplainsymca.org.

FSPY Men’s B’ball League
Returns to Hoops Action

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains “Y”
Men’s Basketball League’s season
got back to business with three great
match-ups. After the third week Fast
Break remained the only undefeated
team as The Courtmasters handed
Got Skillz their first defeat.

Game 1: Courtmasters 47, Got
Skillz 44. Court Masters played hard
under the boards with 30 rebounds,
adding points with second efforts, as
they outscored their opponent in the
first half 32-23. Got Skillz was able to
tie the game in the last minutes, but a
three-pointer by Courtmaster’s top
shooter Jason Pompeo in the final two
seconds won the game. Joe Encarcion
had 12 points. Carder scored 10 points.
Got Skillz’ Brown sank 18 points,
which included five 3-pointers.

Game 2: Hooptown 53, Above the
Rim 52. Above the Rim led at the half,

Westfield ‘Y’ Devilfish Excel
At Winterfest Swim Invit’l

The Westfield Area “Y” Devilfish
entered 66 qualifying swimmers to
compete at the TYR Winterfest Invi-
tational Swim Meet held at the Sonny
Werblin Pool at Rutgers University
on January 5-6. The majority swam at
least one personal best time.

Aiden Donohue reset the Devilfish
standard for 11-12 Girls 50-yard breast
with a time of 33.85. Muriel Maloney,
who had significant time drops in ev-
ery event she swam, claimed the 11-12
Girls 100-Individual Medley (IM)
record at a time of 1.06.55.

TOP 16 FINISHES:
10U Girls: Tess Deyerle (10th 50-

fly); Julia McGann (fourth 100-back,
100-fly, fifth 50-back, ninth 50-fly,
11th 200-free); Bridget Thomas (13th
100-back, 14th 100-fly, 50-back.)

11-12 Girls: Emma Conlon (13th
100-fly, 16th 100IM); Aidan Donohue
(second 50-breast, 10th 200-breast,
11th 200IM, 12th 100-breast); Muriel
Maloney (second 100IM, third 50-
free, fourth 50-fly, fifth 500-free, 13th
200-breast, 15th 100-breast.)

11-12 Boys: Ryan Bebel (second
100-breast, 200IM, fifth 200-breast,
sixth 50-back, 10th 200-free); Tho-

mas Brennan (15th 50-breast); Jack
Cifelli (14th 50-breast.)

13-14 Girls: Caroline Basil (third
100-fly, fifth 500-free, seventh 50-
free, ninth 200-free, 10th 100-free);
Marina DeCotiis (16th 200-fly); Gwyn
Devin (second 100-free, sixth 50-free,
10th 100-back, 12th 200-free); Emily
McGann (12th 50-free, 14th 100-back,
200-back, 16th 100-free, 200-free);
Emily Oster (fifth 50-free); Audrey
Picut (fifth 100-breast, 100-free, sixth
200-free, 13th 200-back.)

13-14 Boys: Aidan Collins (ninth 200-
free, 14th 50-free, 16th 100-free); Stefan
Crigler (ninth 100-breast, 16th 200IM.)

15+ Senior Girls: Caroline Baldwin
(13th 500-free), Caitlin Carroll (12th
200-back); Amy West (11th 100-
breast, 12th 200IM.)

15+ Senior Boys: Aram Barmakian
(16th 200IM), Matt Daniel (first 200-
fly, second 100-fly, ninth 100-back, 10th
50-free); Matt Trinkle (16th 200-breast.).

For more information regarding the
Westfield Area Y Swim Team contact
Brian Guidera, Director of
Competitve Aquatics and Head
Coach, bguidera@westfieldynj.org.
or (908) 233-2700 x263.

FSPY Gymnasts Kick Off
Competitive Gymnastic Season

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Y
(FSPY) gymnastics teams competed
in their first meet of the season on
January 5. The “A” team beat
Somerset Valley “Y”, 99-94.15, while
the “B” team lost, 97.2-95.9.

“A” Level 9: Senior Zoe-Nicole
Stein captured first All-Around, first
on the uneven bars and balance beam,
and second on vault. Kacie Bumiller
received second All-Around and took
first on vault and floor exercise, and
second on bars.

Level 8: In 15U age group, Paige
VanBuskirk captured third All-
Around and on vault, bars and floor.
In the 15+ group, Lauren Lockfeld
earned first All-Around as well as on

vault and floor. Lockfeld also placed
second on beam. Marissa DiBella
took second All-Around and in vault
and bars. Abbie Fontana earned first
on both beam and floor. Heather
Mullen captured first on bars.

“B” Division 12U: Brooke Vacarro
earned second All-Around and on
beam.

Age 13: Abby Kennedy captured
first All-Around, first on beam, sec-
ond on bars and third on vault. Kristy
Cerini took third All-Around, second
on beam and third on floor.

Age 14+: Meghan Yessman cap-
tured first All-Around as well as first
on beam and bars, with a second on
vault.

25-21. Jamal Berry with 13 points in
the first half led Above the Rim in
scoring with a total of 27 points.
Hooptown was able to work the fast
break and long pass to gain an advan-
tage at the end, handing Above the
Rim, their second loss. Above the Rim’s
Glynn scored nine points. Hooptown’s
scoring leaders were Parker with 14
points and Colao with 11 points.

Game 3: Fast Break 73, Double
Dribble 44. Fast Break quickly
jumped out to a 37-14 lead at the half.
Gray led Fast Break with 21 points (9
from downtown). Baglien banged in
18 (9 points outside the circle). Mar-
lin Brown bucketed 33 of Double
Dribble’s points.

For any questions regarding FSPY’s
Men’s Basketball League, please con-
tact Ian Merson at the at (908) 889-
8880.

Westfield Basketball Assn.
Second Grade Girls Results:
The second grade girl’s basketball

had another successful week. At this
level, as a coach, the effort is just
trying to teach the fundamentals,
while keeping it fun for the girls.

When it is seen that teaching actu-
ally comes to fruition in a game, it can
be a thing of beauty. Syracuse worked
hard on defensive drills and helping
its teammates on offense. Then in the
game, Kaitlyn Tso set a perfect screen
for Lily Dickerson who drove in to
score a lay-up, and Gracie Saltzman
and Morgan Howland shuffled their

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF MOUNTAINSIDE

COUNTY OF UNION, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARDED

The Governing Body of the Borough of
Mountainside in the County of Union, has
awarded a contract without competitive
bidding as a Professional Service pursu-
ant to N.J.S.A 40A:11-5(1)(a). This con-
tract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the office
of the Municipal Clerk.

Martha Lopez, RMC
Borough Clerk

Dated: January 8, 2013
Awarded to: M. Disko Associates, 151

Sumner Avenue, Kenilworth, New Jersey
07033

Services: Borough Engineer
Period: 01/01/13 – 12/31/13
Costs: Not to exceed $125,000

1 T - 1/17/13, The Leader Fee: $19.89

feet and played lockdown defense.
On the other end of the court,

Pittsburgh’s Annie Ryan, Sutton Fac-
tor and Ciara Dursee led the offensive
charge, while Kaitlyn Compagna,
Natialie Duhaime and Hailey Rollins
passed the ball well and played great
defense.

In a game too competitive to keep
score, Team UMass battled Team
Villanova on January 12. Behind the
scoring of Shea Murphy, Isabella
Kofsky and Kieran Datwani, Team
UMass jumped out to an early advan-
tage. After team Villanova battled
back, the defense of UMass tightened
with Shen Rosen and Amanda
Rosenthal each recording multiple
steals. The game was too close to call
and the teams congratulated each
other on a job well done.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE OF DECISION

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that at the con-
clusion of a hearing held before it on No-
vember 5, 2012, the Planning Board for
the Town of Westfield granted preliminary
and final major site plan approval to the
undersigned, together with “c” variance
relief from the Town of Westfield Land Use
Ordinance Section 10.11E requiring a
maximum illumination level at adjacent
property lines of 0.5 footcandles, in order
to allow the undersigned applicant to con-
struct, establish and maintain three (3)
pole mounted light fixtures and three (3)
outdoor wall mounted fixtures at the exist-
ing Wells Fargo banking facility located at
443 North Avenue West.  The property is
also shown and designated as Lot 2 in
Block 3103 on the Town of Westfield tax
map.

 The decision of the Board was memori-
alized in a written Resolution adopted by
the said Town of Westfield Planning Board
on December 3, 2012, and is available at
the office of the Secretary to the Town of
Westfield Planning Board at Township Hall,
959 North Avenue West, Westfield, New
Jersey.

NEHMAD PERILLO & DAVIS, P.C.
By:  ELIAS T. MANOS, ESQUIRE

Attorney for  Applicant
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.

4030 Ocean Heights Avenue
Egg Harbor Township, NJ 08234

(609) 927-1177
1 T - 1/17/13, The Leader Fee: $33.15



A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, January 17, 2013 Page 17

© 2012 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

Westfield Office • 209 Central Avenue  • 908-233-5555

Visit my website for all MLS listings & Virtual Tours:
www.GraceRappa.com

Buying or selling your home is serious business. Grace understands. She provides service that removes the unknowns
so you can rest easy throughout your transaction. NO worries because she really listens to you. Accomplishing your

goals is how Grace measures her success. NO complications because Grace is knowledgeable and thorough.
Contracts are sound and your best interests are always priority ONE. NO excuses because Grace delivers. Her service
is based on performance, not talk. When it comes to being a top real estate professional, Grace doesn’t kid around.

She’s as serious about your home as you are. Call her today, You’ll be glad you did!

Top 1% of 64,000 CB Agents Nationwide
Cell Phone: 908-770-4411

Email: grace.rappa@cbmoves.com

Situated on one of Westfield's favorite tree-lined streets is this enchanting story book Tudor. A stone and stucco exterior
with a handsome slate roof is complemented by an incomparable interior that incorporates a Center Hall, spacious
sunny rooms, beautiful Mahogany Moldings, gleaming Quarter Sawn Oak Floors and an imposing Stone Fireplace flanked
by mullioned windows. This extraordinary nine room home has five bedrooms and three and one half baths. An artful
balance of Old World and New World Designs. Stylish yet timeless, elegant yet practical and built to be lived in everyday
with many upgrades and improvements. $879,900.

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE   

Courtesy of Bill Howard for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BOXING THE COUGAR…Westfield goalie Dan DoCampo and defenseman
Chris Kattak sandwich Cranford attacker Alex Kempinski in hockey on January
7 at Warinanco Rink in Roselle. Westfield beat the Cougars, 4-1, with two goals
by Liam Devin and two assists by Dane Huber to raise its record to 5-2-1.
Cranford is 3-2-1.

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

WESTFIELD, NJ 07090
(908) 233-5555 EXT. 189

NJAR Circle of Excellence Award: 1977-2011
Direct Line: (908) 301-2052

Cell:  (908) 578-8198
Email: MaryMacHomes@aol.com

Westfield...2008 built Colonial located on a tree-lined cul-de-sac street is convenient to both Tamaques School and Park. This
exceptional residence offers an open floor plan with 9 rooms, 4 bedrooms and 3.1 baths. The welcoming front porch leads to a
spacious two-story entry foyer with palladium window and two guest closets.  Formal living room and dining room are adorned
with custom moldings and an abundance of transom windows. A gourmet kitchen boasts a granite island with breakfast bar, high
end appliances, pantry and separate sun-filled eating area with sliders to the patio. An adjacent family room, warmed by a wood-
burning fireplace, is surrounded by beautiful built-ins and features wine storage for entertaining and desk area extension of the
kitchen. Well-appointed master bedroom with two outfitted closets and luxurious bath. Incredible finished lower level
encompasses large recreation areas, full bath, utility room and backyard access. Amenities include, multi-zone HVAC, hardwood
flooring on the lst level, central vac, 2nd floor laundry, walk-up attic, stereo and security systems, Hardi-plank/stone exterior,
underground irrigation system and a two car attached garage. Professionally landscaped, fenced property adds to the appeal of this
move-in ready home. Just Listed! $1,395,000.

© 2012 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

Mary McEnerney, CRS, GRI, SRES

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, January 20th 1-4PM • 11 Plymouth Road

Area Student Athletes to Be
Honored at Hot Stove Dinner

Student athletes from schools in
Union County (UC) will be honored at
the 77th Annual Hot Stove League
Baseball Dinner on Sunday, February
10, beginning at 1 p.m. at the L’Affaire
Banquet Center in Mountainside. The
dinner is sponsored by the UC Base-
ball Association, in cooperation with
the UC Board of Chosen Freeholders
and the UC Department of Parks and
Community Renewal.

STUDENTS HONORED:
Chris Folinusz, catcher for Cranford

High School (Class of 2013); selected
First Team, All-State; and Union
County Player of the Year (2012).

Khaseem Greene, a graduate of
Elizabeth High School; All-Ameri-
can linebacker at Rutgers; Big East
defensive player of the year (2011
and 2012).

Jenna Kulback, catcher for Gov.
Livingston High School (Class of
2012); guided team to second straight
Union County Tournament champi-
onship.

James O’Rourke, a 1st Team, All-
State centerfielder for Westfield High
School (Class of 2012); now attend-
ing Gettysburg College.

 Shannon Syciarz of Garwood,
graduate of A.L. Johnson Reg. High
School in Clark and The College of
New Jersey; twice All-NJAC field
hockey goaltender of the year.

Three new members will also be
inducted into the UC Baseball Hall of
Fame during the award ceremonies:

Bill Dolan, an All-State catcher at
Rahway High School, an All-Ameri-
can at Monmouth University, and
Rahway varsity baseball coach (1972
to 2000).

Jim Riccitelli, a shortstop, catcher
and pitcher at Roselle Park High
School and the first Kean player to
sign a professional baseball contract
(Baltimore Orioles, 1976).

George Virgilio, a second baseman
at Elizabeth High School (1987-89);
played in the Atlanta Braves, Montreal
Expos and Baltimore Orioles organi-
zations.

Marty Appel, the long-time Yan-
kees historian and former director of
Public Relations, will be the special
guest speaker.

The dinner also will honor local
American Legion Baseball players and
athletes from youth baseball leagues
for their achievements in 2012.

Tickets are $40 each and can be
purchased online at www.ucba-nj.org
or by downloading and mailing the
table registration form to the Union
County Baseball Association, Box 176,
Fanwood, N.J. 07023. Proceeds will
help fund the Union County Summer
Youth Baseball League for youngsters
8 to 15 years, and the Fall Teen League.

For more information, please call
Jim Iozzi at 908-917-2523.

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-12005154

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-34856-08

Plaintiff: KONDAUR CAPITAL CORPORA-
TION

VS.
Defendant: CHERYL A. JONES; TILDEN

JONES, III
Sale Date: 01/23/2013
Writ of Execution: 08/29/2012
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Seventy-Nine Thousand Three Hundred Fifty-
Five and 89/100*** $379,355.89.

The property to be sold is located in: The
Township of Scotch Plains in the County of
Union, State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 1165 Washington Av-
enue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076.

Tax Lot No.: 7 in Block 8802.
Dimensions of Lot: (Approximately) 50 feet x

100 feet
Nearest Cross Street: Eveyln Street
Subject to any open taxes, water/sewer, mu-

nicipal or tax liens that may be due.
Tax and prior lien info: Taxes/sewer/water

may be delinquent. You must check with the tax
collector for exact amounts due.

Prior Mortgages and judgements, if any: The
plaintiff has obtained a letter of indemnification
which will insure the successful bidder at sale in
respect to: Judgement # DJ-107972-199, Judge-
ment # DJ-018315-1992.

Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Twenty-Nine
Thousand Seven Hundred Twenty-Two and 03/
100*** $429,722.03 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

“The Fair Housing Act prohibits “any prefer-
ence, limitation, or discrimination because of
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta-
tus, or national origin, or intention to make such
preference, limitation or discrimination” in con-
nection with any aspect of a residential real
estate transaction. Zucker, Goldberg, and
Ackerman, LLC encourages and supports the
equal housing practices of the Fair Housing Act
in the conduct of its business.’

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
ZUCKER, GOLDBERG & ACKERMAN, LLC
200 SHEFFIELD STREET
SUITE 301
MOUNTAINSIDE, NEW JERSEY 07092
(908) 233-8500
FILE NO.: XCZ-106257
4 T - 12/27/12, 01/03/13, 01/10/13
& 01/17/13 Fee: $210.12

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
RESOLUTION 13-01-14

CONTRACTOR: Maser Consulting,
200 Valley Road, Suite 400, Mount Ar-
lington, New Jersey 07856

NATURE OF SERVICE: Special Engi-
neering Services

DURATION: Period ending December
31, 2013

AMOUNT: Not to exceed $5,000.00
A Copy of the Tesolution and Contract

relating to the services are on file and
available for public inspection in the office
of the Borough Clerk.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 1/17/13, The Times Fee: $17.34

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
RESOLUTION 13-01-18

CONTRACTOR: NW Financial Group,
LLC, 2 Hudson Place, 3rd Floor,
Hoboken, New Jersey 07030

NATURE OF SERVICE: Financial Advi-
sory services

DURATION: For a period ending no
later than December 31, 2013

AMOUNT: Not to exceed $15,000
A Copy of the Tesolution and Contract

relating to the services are on file and
available for public inspection in the office
of the Borough Clerk.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 1/17/13, The Times Fee: $17.34

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
RESOLUTION 13-01-20

CONTRACTOR: McManimon, Scot-
land & Baumann, LLC, 75 Livingston
Avenue, Roseland, New Jersey 07068

NATURE OF SERVICE: Conflict Attor-
ney

DURATION: For a period ending no
later than December 31, 2013

FEE: Not to exceed $5,000.00
A Copy of the Tesolution and Contract

relating to the services are on file and
available for public inspection in the office
of the Borough Clerk.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 1/17/13, The Times Fee: $17.34

All Invited to Participate in
‘Paint Your Pain’ Program

INVISIBLE MASTER…The Pain Management Center at the Atlantic Neuro-
science Institute at Overlook Medical Center will hold its third annual Paint Your
Pain Program. Pictured, artist Teresa Oliva with her painting “Victim of an
Invisible Master,” to be included in the Paint Your Pain Exhibition at Overlook
Medical Center.

SUMMIT - The third annual Paint
Your Pain Program is underway at
the Pain Management Center at the
Atlantic Neuroscience Institute at
Overlook Medical Center.

The Center is inviting individuals to
help create a teaching exhibition by
submitting works of art that tell others
about their pain experience – living
with it, recovering from it, or both. An
alternative approach that does not re-
quire medication or treatment, the Paint
Your Pain Program has become a ca-
thartic and therapeutic approach to
pain management for patients while

they are away from the Pain Manage-
ment Center.

For those interested in participat-
ing, artwork may be submitted now
until Thursday, February 28, and
will be exhibited at the Pain Man-
agement Center as submitted.

The event will culminate with an
exhibition in the Bouras Audito-
rium at Overlook Medical Center
on Tuesday, March 26, from 6 to
7:30 p.m.

For further details and other in-
formation regarding the Paint Your
Pain Program, call (908) 522-6112.

OFFICE MANAGER & ANALYST

Seeking full time or part time job.
15+ yrs experience: financial
anaysis, technology integration,
process improvement, office
admin, budgeting & more.

jmf07090@gmail.com

OFFICE SPACE AVAILABLE

Office space available in a
professional elevator building in
beautiful downtown Westfield.
Enter the first floor through a large
rich mahogany lobby, elevator and
bathrooms. The second and third
floors also have another attractive
lobby with more fully accessible
bathrooms. This is a great location
for mass transit and drivers alike.
The train and bus both stop within
feet of the front door. Parking spots
are located directly behind the
building and are available to rent
from the town.
Second floor has 1,100 square
feet available. Zoning allows wide
usage-Perfect for attorney,
accountant, sales, brokerage,
insurance, studio space. Rent is
$2,200 & includes all common
charges & utilities.

Contact on site managers
Bob (908) 233-7900 or
Rich (908) 654-5444

MOUNTAINSIDE

400-1000 sq.ft. available in full
service building near GSP and
Rte 22. All Services, ample park-
ing. Reasonable. (908) 789-8961

CRANFORD

Medical/health services offices
available in Cranford Medical
Building. All services, on site
parking, well known location.
Reasonable (908) 789-8961

CAREGIVER AVAILABLE

Companion for Elderly.
I Have Experience

& References
Drive own car

(732) 648-5428

Mature woman to share house
in Mountainside. Furn. master
bed w/full priv. bath. Kitchen,
DR, LR, FR with TV/Cable, W/D,
Utilities Included. Must be non-
smoker and animal friendly.

(908) 403-6790

HOUSING TO SHARE

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed

Live-in / -out,  Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.

CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

Are you tired? Let me help you!
Experience & Excellent Work

Residential, Apartments,
Commercial, Offices

Free Estimates 100% Guaranteed
References Available

(908) 361-0335

DAYSI’S CLEANING SERVICES

HOUSE CLEANING
Do you need someone to clean
your house, apartment or
Condo?  We are your team!
We’re a reliable couple with
excellent references. Free
Estimates. (862) 307-3481

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

Improve Your Income and Lifestyle
“Anti-Aging Solutions”

Personal Care and Nutrition
Personal and Corporate training

provided. Expect success!
call: (908) 665-2527

www.nsemindset.com

DECO BEDROOM SET FOR SALE

Mahogany Art Deco full bed,
nightstand, and dresser with

mirror. $300. Cranford.
(201) 239-7380

BIG SAVINGS AT PAPER MILL

$100 Gift Certificate To Paper Mill
Playhouse in Millburn. No Expira-
tion. Use To Purchase Tickets For
Shows And Events. Free Parking
And Adjacent Restaurant. Great
Gift Idea! Big Savings! Only $75.

Call (908) 654-6091

HOUSE CLEANING

Polish, Honest, English speaking
lady will clean your house
or office. 5 years experience and
Great References. Free estimates
available. Call Sylwia

(908) 242-7712

PERSONAL ASST - PART-TIME

Responsible adult, proficient in
Apple computers, Microsoft Word
and Excel spreadsheets. Phone
skills, organization, project track-
ing, own car. Call (908) 403-9347.

CERTIFIED HOME HEALTH AIDE

Certified home health aide seek-
ing job caring for the sick and
mature. Night or day. References
available. (973) 445-6896

HOST FAMILY WANTED

Open your home & heart by host
International student attending pri-
vate high school in Scotch Plains.
Start immediately. Good Pay

Call HUI (718) 791-8542
njhostfamily@gmail.com

HEALTHCARE CLASSES

CNA classes start
evenings February 30th,
mornings February 23rd,

CHHA, classes start
evenings February 25th.
NCLEX RN/PN REVIEW
weekends February 3rd

High Success Rates
Humane Concepts Healthcare

(908) 688-8184 or (908) 265-9803

CLASSIFIEDS

Probitas Verus Honos
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JERSEY STRONG…The Westfield Public School District’s Elm Street Admin-
istration Offices and friends, Fine Arts Department and the Westfield High
School Choir helped contribute toward a total of $6,000 in toys, backpacks,
school supplies and gift cards for families in Manahawkin, Seaside, Toms River,
and Silverton. This effort, called a Jersey Shore Christmas, was led by Kristen
King Marin, a niece of Linda King, Supervisor of Fine Arts in the Westfield Public
Schools. Kristen made several deliveries of holiday packages to families whose
homes were severely damaged or lost as a result of Hurricane Sandy. Shortly
before Christmas, Dr. King alerted her colleagues and friends about her niece’s
donation drive. “So many people were very gracious this season,” said Dr. King.
“Many happy tears were shed. It was just such a wonderful feeling to be able to
help out so many families in their time of need.”

W-H Alumni Share Valuable
Advice With Students

ALUMNI PANELISTS… Six recent Wardlaw-Hartridge graduates shared their
insight and experience with current juniors and seniors at the annual Young
Alumni College Day. Pictured, left to right, are: Devin Batts, Class of 2012, Skyla
Choi, Class of 2012, Brian Downing, Class of 2012, Kayla Kluse, Class of 2011,
Hannah Lipper, Class of 2011, and Devi Mody, Class of 2010.

FW-SP Service League
To Award Scholarships

SCOTCH PLAINS – The
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service
League, an all-volunteer organiza-
tion, currently is seeking applicants
for its 2013 college scholarships.
Students who are residents of
Fanwood or Scotch Plains and are
seniors at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School (SPFHS) or other area
high schools, or who currently at-
tend college or vocational school,
are eligible to apply.

The scholarships are awarded on
the basis of a student’s record of
volunteer service and community
involvement plus financial need, evi-
dence of financial self-help and aca-

demic promise. In 2012, three local
students received $3,000 each in
scholarship aid. The League’s Schol-
arship Committee screens all appli-
cations and determines the number
and amount of awards in May of
each year.

To be considered for the League
scholarships, all applicants, includ-
ing current scholarship recipients
and students attending college or
other programs, must submit a com-
pleted and signed Local Scholarship
Application, a personal letter, grade
transcripts and SAT or ACT scores,
if applicable. The application form
and complete instructions are in-
cluded in the 2013 Local Scholar-
ship Booklet, available at the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School Guid-
ance Department, or online at the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Public
Schools’ website, spfk12.org.

Information also is available on
the Service League website,
scotchplainsthriftshop.weebly.com.
All materials must be mailed to the
Service League’s Scholarship Chair-
person at the Service League thrift
shop address, 1741 East Second
Street, Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076,
postmarked on or before Friday, Feb-
ruary 15, 2013. Announcement of
the 2013 scholarship winners will
be made in the spring at the SPFHS
Awards Night.

EDISON – Six recent Wardlaw-
Hartridge graduates shared their in-
sight and experience with current jun-
iors and seniors at the annual Young
Alumni College Day in Upper
Snowdon. The panel consisted of
Devi Mody of Edison (Boston Uni-
versity), Kayla Kluse of Winfield Park
(Susquehanna University), Hannah
Lipper of Plainfield (Bennington
College), Brian Downing of Scotch
Plains (Dickinson College), Devin
Batts of Avenel (Delaware State Uni-
versity) and Skyla Choi of Plainfield
(Clark University).

Fellow alumnus Rudy Brandl of
Fanwood, Director of Alumni Rela-
tions, began the program by welcom-
ing the young alumni back to cam-
pus. The young alumni panelists at-
tend colleges and universities of vari-
ous sizes in both city and rural set-
tings and gave the students perspec-
tives on the different environments.

Susan Swenson of Plainfield, Di-
rector of College Counseling, kicked
off the discussion by asking the pan-
elists how they made their college
decision. Mrs. Swenson then opened
the floor for questions and the stu-
dents covered a wide array of topics
with their queries. Questions ranged
from how to adjust to being away
from your family to making the diffi-
cult academic transition from high
school to college to debating the
merits of smaller and larger schools.
Other topics included the application
process, time management, campus
food and studying abroad.

The alumni agreed that W-H pre-
pared them for college life, espe-
cially in the academic arena. Devi, a
junior in the Boston University Seven-
Year Medical Program, has always
been comfortable building relation-
ships and interacting with faculty
members.

“A lot of my friends who went to
larger high schools feel awkward

about going to see professors, but
I’ve always been able to do that,”
Devi said. “The classes are hard but I
had a really good foundation.”

Time management and organiza-
tion are keys to success in college. W-
H students are pushed in their classes
and are encouraged to be active in
extracurricular activities. Managing a
busy schedule in a small school envi-
ronment prepares W-H graduates to
be successful in college and beyond.

“One of the best skills Wardlaw-
Hartridge taught me is time manage-
ment,” Hannah said. “I had a lot of
work to do in addition to playing
softball and getting ready for con-
certs, so I was prepared for that.”

“College is a lot easier than high
school,” Kayla said. “People look at
me like I’m nuts when I say that. You
have the skills that you learned here to
apply in college. That makes it easier.”

“Wardlaw-Hartridge prepared me
well,” Devin said. “College work is
not that hard. You just have to do it.”

The alumni also agreed that W-H
students are better prepared for the
rigors of college writing.

“Your writing will be a whole lot
better than your friends at college
because of the way (Wardlaw-
Hartridge) prepares you,” Skyla said.
“You’re going to get better grades
than the people in your class.”

“People [at Dickinson] were freak-
ing out about a 10-page paper. I’ve
been doing that since eighth grade,
it’s no big deal,” Brian said.

Mrs. Swenson wrapped up the dis-
cussion by asking the panelist for
some final words of wisdom. The
alumni urged the W-H students to be
patient, finish their applications early,
maintain their grades as seniors and
enjoy their high school experience.

More than 30 young alumni joined
faculty and staff members for a pizza
lunch in the Oakwood Room follow-
ing the panel discussion.

  

Visa & Mastercard Accepted

Howarth Paving
908-753-7281

OLIVER A

PAVING

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

908.654.0287 • SERVICE CALLS

Recessed Lighting
Service Upgrades

Phones & Cable Lines
Additions and Renovations

Builders & Contractors Welcome
NJ Lic # 10421

Member of BBB
20 Years in Business

In Business
Since 1986

Westfield’s ONLY
full service used car

sales and repair shop!������
Auto Sales & Repairs
196 Ross Place • Westfield

908-232-9676

www.JEFFSAUTOSALESANDREPAIRS.com

Owned & Operated
by Jeff Deets

JK’s Painting &
Wall Covering

Interior Painting
Wallpaper Removal

Wallpaper Installation
Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED         FREE ESTIMATES

POWER WASHING “The Gutter Specialists”

Gutter Services, Painting,
Power Washing, and

Snow Removal Services
908-756-0090   www.grimebustersnj.com

Free Estimates / Fully Insured

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

QUEST “FOR
PERFECTION”

Home Improvements
Kitchens • Baths

Countertops • Windows

Fine Carpentry

Basements • Tile Work

qhiwnj@comcast.net

908-654-1899
NJ Lic. #13VH01315500

Free Estimates • Insured

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • email PDF Ad to sales@goleader.com

Goods & Services You Need

No sub-contractors!

PANICKING
 WITH A LEAKY ROOF?

Expert Repairs!

 732-396-1562
Call 732-816-1558 or

Gary Blindt
Committed to quality & great prices

Fully insured & licensed for 32 yrs.

*A small company with a big heart*

High Tech Roofing

www.hitekrof.com

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
RESOLUTION 13-01-17

CONTRACTOR: Millennium Strate-
gies, 60 Roseland Avenue, Caldwell,
New Jersey 07006

NATURE OF SERVICE: Grant Consult-
ant

DURATION: For a period ending no
later than December 31, 2013

FEE: Not to exceed $12,000.00
A Copy of the Tesolution and Contract

relating to the services are on file and
available for public inspection in the office
of the Borough Clerk.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 1/17/13, The Times Fee: $17.34

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
RESOLUTION 13-01-19

CONTRACTOR: McManimon, Scot-
land & Baumann, LLC, 75 Livingston
Avenue, Roseland, New Jersey 07068

NATURE OF SERVICE: Environmental
Attorney

DURATION: For a period ending no
later than December 31, 2013

FEE: Not to exceed $5,000.00
A Copy of the Tesolution and Contract

relating to the services are on file and
available for public inspection in the office
of the Borough Clerk.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 1/17/13, The Times Fee: $17.34
PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
RESOLUTION 13-01-07

CONTRACTOR: Rogut McCarthy LLC,
37 Alden Street, Cranford, New Jersey
07016

NATURE OF SERVICE: Downtown
Economic Development Coordinator Ser-
vices

DURATION: For a period ending no
later than December 31, 2013

FEE: Not to exceed $30,000
A Copy of the Tesolution and Contract

relating to the services are on file and
available for public inspection in the office
of the Borough Clerk.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 1/17/13, The Times Fee: $18.36

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
RESOLUTION 13-01-08

CONTRACTOR: Rogut McCarthy LLC,
37 Alden Street, Cranford, New Jersey
07016

NATURE OF SERVICE: Redevelop-
ment Agency Attorney

DURATION: For a period ending no
later than December 31, 2013

FEE: Not to exceed $10,000.00
A Copy of the Tesolution and Contract

relating to the services are on file and
available for public inspection in the office
of the Borough Clerk.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 1/17/13, The Times Fee: $17.34

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
RESOLUTION 13-01-09

CONTRACTOR: Roth D’Aquanni,
LLC, 150 Morris Avenue, Springfield,
New Jersey 07081

NATURE OF SERVICE: Labor Counsel
DURATION: For a period ending no

later than December 31, 2013
FEE: Not to exceed $5,000.00
A Copy of the Tesolution and Contract

relating to the services are on file and
available for public inspection in the office
of the Borough Clerk.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 1/17/13, The Times Fee: $16.83

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
RESOLUTION 13-01-10

CONTRACTOR: Ruderman &
Glickman, P.C., 675 Morris Avenue,
Springfield, New Jersey 07081

NATURE OF SERVICE: Labor Counsel
DURATION: For a period ending no

later than December 31, 2013
FEE: Not to exceed $5,000.00
A Copy of the Tesolution and Contract

relating to the services are on file and
available for public inspection in the office
of the Borough Clerk.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 1/17/13, The Times Fee: $16.83

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
RESOLUTION 13-01-11

CONTRACTOR: John Draikiwicz,
Esq., Gibbons, One Gateway Plaza,
Newark, New Jersey 07102-5323

NATURE OF SERVICE: Bond Counsel
DURATION: Period ending December

31, 2013 or until his successor is appointed
AMOUNT: Not to exceed $3,000.00
A Copy of the Tesolution and Contract

relating to the services are on file and
available for public inspection in the office
of the Borough Clerk.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 1/17/13, The Times Fee: $16.83

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
RESOLUTION 13-01-21

CONTRACTOR: EJ Russo & Associ-
ates, LLC, 223 Park Avenue, Fanwood,
New Jersey, 07023

NATURE OF SERVICE: Appraiser
DURATION: For a period ending no

later than December 31, 2013
FEE: Not to exceed $3,000.00
A Copy of the Tesolution and Contract

relating to the services are on file and
available for public inspection in the office
of the Borough Clerk.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 1/17/13, The Times Fee: $16.83

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
RESOLUTION 13-01-13

CONTRACTOR: T & M Associates,
1373 Broad Street, Clifton, New Jersey
07013

NATURE OF SERVICE: Special Engi-
neering Services

DURATION: Period ending December
31, 2013

AMOUNT: Not to exceed $5,000.00
A Copy of the Tesolution and Contract

relating to the services are on file and
available for public inspection in the office
of the Borough Clerk.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 1/17/13, The Times Fee: $17.34

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
RESOLUTION 13-01-16

CONTRACTOR: Rogut McCarthy LLC,
37 Alden Street, Cranford, New Jersey
07016

NATURE OF SERVICE: Ethics Com-
mittee Attorney

DURATION: For a period ending no
later than December 31, 2013

FEE: Not to exceed $3,000.00
A Copy of the Tesolution and Contract

relating to the services are on file and
available for public inspection in the office
of the Borough Clerk.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 1/17/13, The Times Fee: $17.34

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
RESOLUTION 13-01-05

CONTRACTOR: Suplee Clooney &
Company, 308 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090

NATURE OF SERVICE: Auditing ser-
vices and other financial consultation ser-
vices

PERIOD: For a period ending no later
than December 31, 2013

AMOUNT: Not to exceed $26,675
A Copy of the Tesolution and Contract

relating to the services are on file and
available for public inspection in the office
of the Borough Clerk.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 1/17/13, The Times Fee: $18.36

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
RESOLUTION 13-01-12

CONTRACTOR: T & M Associates,
Eleven Tindall Road, Middletown, New
Jersey 07748

NATURE OF SERVICE: Planning Ser-
vices as Redevelopment Agency Planner

DURATION: For a period ending no
later than December 31, 2013

FEE: Not to exceed $5,000.00
A Copy of the Tesolution and Contract

relating to the services are on file and
available for public inspection in the office
of the Borough Clerk.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 1/17/13, The Times Fee: $17.34

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
RESOLUTION 13-01-15

CONTRACTOR: Greenbaum, Rowe,
Smith & Davis, LLP, PO box 5600,
Woodbridge, New Jersey 07095

NATURE OF SERVICE: Legal Counsel
Services as Borough Attorney

DURATION: For a period ending no
later than December 31, 2013

FEE: Not to exceed $70,440.00
A Copy of the Tesolution and Contract

relating to the services are on file and
available for public inspection in the office
of the Borough Clerk.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 1/17/13, The Times Fee: $17.34

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com
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Promised Land
Goes Over Old Ground

2 and ½ popcorns

P O P C O R NP O P C O R NP O P C O R NP O P C O R NP O P C O R N

One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

Until some economic genius in-
vents a great solution or we humans
evolve considerably, the problems
posed in director Gus Van Sant’s
Promised Land will continue to
plague us. Civilization’s ever-
changing financial systems can’t
help but strew new batches of win-
ners and losers throughout the land-
scape, upsetting our lifestyles along
the way.

 In this specific microcosm, the
ever-declining feasibility of small
farm America and new, game-alter-
ing discoveries of natural gas be-
neath those compromised meadows
and fields have intersected with dra-
matic consequence. Arriving to
profit from the resultant opportu-
nity is Matt Damon’s Steve Butler,
gas company deal closer
extraordinaire.

 He’s a nice guy in a questionable
occupation. Being interviewed at
movie’s outset for a major promo-
tion, we get a snapshot. The victim
of a Caterpillar plant closing back
in Iowa that reverberated through
an agrarian community dependent
on jobs to subsidize its fading way
of life, he is a staunch realist who
peddles his background with a ven-
geance.

 Shades of the much more so-
phisticated and fanciful Local Hero
(1983), about Big Oil trying to buy
up a small Scottish village, here the
venue is rural Pennsylvania, and
the 9-billion dollar company look-
ing to have its way is a natural gas
titan named Global. No surprise,
Steve’s incursion is met with the
gamut of reactions. For this, he is
prepared.

 However, he isn’t quite ready for
the wild card that presents itself in
the form of John Krasinski’s Dustin
Noble, the energetic point man for
Athena, a heretofore unfamiliar en-
vironmental group. While Steve has
come up against such opposition in
the past, this pesky adversary is
hard to figure. Soon combatants,
they battle for adherents.

 Aiding Steve in his mission is
wisecracking colleague, Sue
Thomason, played with cynical wit
by Frances McDormand. A single
mom evincing not nearly a soupçon
of the compassion we at times de-
tect in Steve’s eyes, she’s about the
commissions. Add to these perso-
nae Rosemary Dewitt as Alice, the
local schoolmarm, and the formula
is in place.

 Expect neither great surprises nor
some philosophically profound an-
swer to the conundrum in question.
Indeed, fracking, the method by
which Global unearths the land’s hid-
den treasure, remains controversial.
Steve begrudgingly acknowledges
that, but in the same breath contends,
plain and simple, if you’re not for
gas, then you’re for coal and oil.

 Thus, once again, we are pre-
sented, thanks to the 1st Amend-
ment exemplified in film, with yet

another feature length mulling of
Hobson’s choice. But then that’s
part of being human. We’re peren-
nially figuring how many angels
will fit on the head of a pin, a habit
begun in our superstitious past and
now applied to our so-called en-
lightened present.

 Expectedly, the townsfolk take
sides. It’s the eco contingent fol-
lowing the lead of local wise man
Frank Yates (Hal Holbrook) - now
suddenly abetted by Krasinski’s op-
erative - against the realists, prag-
matists and a sprinkling of rather
unsavory opportunists. Hence, if
one is a thinking person, you just
can’t help being a little betwixt and
between.

 Fact is, we like Steve, probably
because he is the everyman in all of
us… a regular sort trying to find the
path between altruism and practi-
cality. When he takes more than
just a business interest in teacher
Alice, but finds his affections im-
peded by the nervy Dustin, he seems
the underdog. But sorry, can’t tell
you about the twist that’s in store.

 Suffice it to note that having the
gray area of the plot overlaid with
the uncertainties represented by the
drama’s natural enemies supplies
an elevating element to the sce-
nario. A solid portrayal by Mr.
Krasinski, who co-wrote the screen-
play with Mr. Damon, lends new
invigoration to what is essentially
an old cliché in currently topical
clothing.

 Good supporting performances
establish the local color and per-
sonalize the quandaries confront-
ing the citizens of the Pennsylvania
burg. Tensions rise. To frack or not
to frack? It’s a loaded question,
delivered with an implied insult to
a long cherished heritage. The gas
company didn’t create the economic
crisis, but it sure is taking advan-
tage of it.

 Global is an apt name for the
megalomaniacal corporation in this
metaphor. Count on a steady stream
of such commiserative dramas as
we struggle and adjust to doing
business in a continually expand-
ing world economy. All of which is
but a variation on a recurring theme:
man against the machine and the
attempt to preserve humankind’s
dignity.

 I think we’ll win in the long run,
though it could take a few centu-
ries. You see, we have it in us, a
hopeful notion tendered in this and
almost all films about the daunting
odds our species must continually
overcome. And rest assured, after
we find a solution to the woes out-
lined in Promised Land, you have
my good word we’ll be on to the
next dilemma.

…
Promised Land, rated R, is a Fo-

cus Features release directed by Gus
Van Sant and stars Matt Damon,
John Krasinski and Frances
McDormand. Running time: 136
minutes

PAJAMA PROGRAM…Preschool students at the Coles School in Scotch Plains
collected new pajamas to donate to the Pajama Program, a non-profit organiza-
tion that provides new pajamas to needy children. Each time a pair of pajamas
is donated, the Scholastic Book Club donates a book to the program. A total of
18 pairs of pajamas were collected in Laura Kelk’s and in Jennifer Pipher’s
classes. The pajamas will be given to children in Union County. The students were
very happy and proud to help in the collecting and packaging of the pajamas!Arizona, WF Students Help

Hurricane Sandy Victims

REACHING OUT…Third grade students in Tucson, Arizona’s Hudlow El-
ementary School display a few of the handmade scarves the class made to help
Jersey Shore residents displaced by Hurricane Sandy stay warm this winter. The
delivery of the items to Union Beach was made possible through the intervention
of the Westfield Public Schools.

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Public School community has been
very active over the past few months
providing help to New Jersey resi-
dents seriously affected by Hurri-
cane Sandy. Every one of the
district’s 11 buildings has held vari-
ous fundraisers resulting in dona-
tions of food, cleaning products, gift
cards, toys and school supplies,
working in conjunction with relief
agencies throughout the State. So
far, $23,000 has been contributed
through individual and school-wide
efforts.

One of the more unexpected relief
efforts began more than 2,000 miles
from Westfield. A few days after
Hurricane Sandy hit New Jersey, the
Westfield School District was con-
tacted by Debra Barnes, a teacher in
Arizona whose father grew up in
Westfield. Ms. Barnes wanted to help
the New Jersey Shore, where she
had fond memories of spending time
as a child with her grandfather. She
inspired her third grade class in Tuc-
son to make scarves and another
class to make blankets to keep Sandy
victims at the Jersey shore warm

Tamaques School Celebrates
50th Anniversary

WESTFIELD - Tamaques Elemen-
tary School in Westfield is commemo-
rating its 50th anniversary with a se-
ries of school and community-wide
celebrations, which began in the fall
and will continue through the remain-
der of the school year.

The festivities kicked off with  ap-
proximately 450 students, faculty and
staff donning specially designed an-
niversary t-shirts and coming together
to form the number 50. Professional
photographer and Tamaques parent,
Derek Evans, captured the moment
for posterity. The aerial-view, “50
Photo” will be on display in the school
lobby, and copies of the photo will be
available to all Tamaques families.

“Everyone at Tamaques, from stu-
dents to teachers and staff – was given
a 50th commemorative t-shirt as a
birthday gift from the PTO,” explained
Tamaques Principal Mike Cullen. “It
was the perfect way to link our school’s
landmark birthday with each member
of the Tamaques community, and pre-
serve the spirit of the celebration
through the ‘50 Photo.’”

With the arrival of this milestone
anniversary, the Tamaques commu-
nity has also strived to ensure that the
school will continue to grow and
evolve well beyond its 50th year. Inte-
gral to achieving this goal has been
the construction of the Tamaques
Garden and future opening of the
Tamaques Outdoor Classroom.

The garden, which features mul-
tiple beds growing a seasonal rotation
of herbs, flowers, fruits and vegetables,
earned initial funding through grants
from the New Jersey Agricultural
Society and Whole Foods, and has
continued to thrive thanks to the gen-
erosity of local businesses such as
Bartell’s Farm and Garden Supply,
Scape-Abilities, Parker Gardens and
the Home Depot of Colonia, all of
which donated valuable materials,
equipment and manpower.

“The garden has offered endless
curriculum applications,” said Frank

Fuzy, third grade teacher and faculty
leader for the Tamaques Garden.
“Moreover, we’re finding that stu-
dents are developing a more tangible
connection to – and appreciation for –
the environment. We’ve witnessed the
children planting seeds, making pre-
dictions and observations about how
and when they will grow, then har-
vesting what’s been planted and sam-
pling a meal made from what they’ve
grown. It’s been a genuine garden-to-
table experience.”

Set to be completed in the spring of
2013, the Tamaques Outdoor Class-
room will be the first of its kind in
Westfield. Designed by Tamaques
parent Gregory Blasi of Palimpsest
Architectural Design, this open-air
learning center will not only trans-
form the school’s façade, but also
give students the opportunity to re-
ceive academic instruction in a unique,
multi-sensory environment.

“The Outdoor Classroom is the
culmination of a two-plus year col-
laboration between the Board of Edu-
cation, Tamaques faculty, staff and
dedicated parents like Mr. Blasi, all
of whom devoted their time and tal-
ents to making the classroom a real-
ity,” said Principal Cullen. “The Out-
door Classroom will serve as a natu-
ral complement to the Tamaques Gar-
den, enabling students to learn about
everything from math, to science, to
language arts, in an entirely new
way.”

The Tamaques Outdoor Classroom
will be unveiled during a grand open-
ing celebration in the spring.
Tamaques families, alumni, town of-
ficials, and the wider Westfield com-
munity will all be invited to attend.

To learn more about the Tamaques
Garden and Outdoor Classroom, as
well as additional 50th anniversary
activities, contact Carisa Strauss at
carisastrauss@gmail.comor Cheryl
Kelesoglu at
crkelesoglu@gmail.com of the
Tamaques PTO.

Masterwork Chorus to
Present Mozart’s Requiem

MADISON - On Saturday evening,
January 26, at 8 p.m., Music Director
Andrew Megill will lead The Master-
work Chorus and Orchestra in a per-
formance of Mozart’s beloved cho-
ral masterpiece, “Requiem,” at the
Dorothy Young Center for the Arts,
Drew University, Madison.

The program also includes “Songs
of Rest,” a cappella works by Ralph
Vaughan Williams, Frank Ticheli,
C.H. H. Parry, and John Tavener that
embrace the promise of eternal peace
and a Beethoven Elegy (Opus 118)
for voices and string quartet.

Tickets are $36 (seniors 70 and
over), $40 (individual ticket), and
$75 (Golden Circle ticket featuring
special seating and a pre- concert
champagne reception that begins at 7
p.m.) All tickets are available at
masterwork.org.

The Chorus invites strong choral

singers interested in auditioning to
attend rehearsal on Wednesday, Janu-
ary 16, to listen and to schedule their
Wednesday, January 30, audition.
Details including time and location
are available at masterwork.org or
by calling Kearney Vrabel, member-
ship chair, at (609) 670-7068 or
membership@masterwork.org.

The rehearsal on January 16 will
provide a unique opportunity for po-
tential members to experience Mae-
stro Megill’s artistry and passion.
Recognized as one of the leading
choral conductors of his generation,
Mr. Megill is also teacher and men-
tor to his choruses, inspiring singers
to higher and higher standards and to
the generous sharing of their music
and its story with members of the
audience. he has been music director
of The Masterwork Chorus since
2000.

Home School Assoc.
Plans Comedy Night
SCOTCH PLAINS – St.

Bartholomew Academy Home
School Association will present its
third annual Night of Comedy fea-
turing three professional comedi-
ans, Don MacArthur, Vinnie
Nardiello and Teddy Daniels. It will
take place on Friday, January 25, in
the St. Bartholomew Academy gym-
nasium, located at 2032 Westfield
Avenue in Scotch Plains.

Doors will open at 6:45 p.m.; a
social hour will start at 7 p.m., and
the show will begin at 8 p.m. Ad-
mission is $25 per person, which
includes the show, as well as beer,
wine, soda, coffee, tea and dessert.
Attendees are invited to bring their
own tailgate-style food. Table res-
ervations for parties of eight or more
are available. Tickets should be pur-
chased in advance by contacting
lrogalin@yahoo.com or (908) 322-
4017. Individuals must be 21 years
or older to attend.

Photo courtesy of Derek Evans
GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY…Tamaques Elementary School in Westfield, which is commemorating its 50th Anniversary
with a series of school and community-wide events, kicked off its celebrations with approximately 450 students, faculty and
staff donning specially designed anniversary t-shirts and coming together to form the number 50.

Studio Yoga to Offer Free
Yoga Classes January 27

this winter.
Arrangements were made for Joe

Paradise, a teacher at McKinley
School and an active volunteer, to
receive 124 scarves and 12 blankets
which he donated to an organiza-
tion called Union Beach (UB) Santa.
According to Mr. Paradise, UB
Santa was very appreciative of the
scarves and blankets.

The third grade teacher from Tuc-
son told of how excited her students
were to help. She explained that the
students live in such a different cli-
mate where they only experience a
heavy rainfall about once a year.
She wrote in one of her e-mails,
“So, this has been a project with
many teachable moments. The mo-
ment that I hope lasts the longest is
helping others and reaching out to
those in need. Thank you so much
for all that you are doing for the
families. New Jersey has a special
place in my heart.”

MADISON - Studio Yoga will host
its annual Open House to be held
Sunday, January 27, between 12 Noon
and 6 p.m. Everyone is welcome.
During this time, there will be a wide
variety of free mini-classes and per-
formances for children and adults. In
addition, there will be refreshments
and raffles for free classes. Studio
Yoga is located on the second floor of
Two Green Village Road in down-
town Madison.

Throughout the day participants
can enjoy a different yoga class every
hour, including Yoga for Everyone,
Vinyasa, Chair Yoga, and classes for
kids and teens. Studio Yoga staff in-
structors will also offer mini-classes
in Zumba, Pilates, Hoop Dance, Hula
Hips, Belly Dance, Floor Barre and
Tai Chi.

New this year will be mini-classes in

Body Mind Centering, and Mindful
Eating.

Come prepared to shop! There will
be various artists displaying their de-
signs for sale. For a small fee, threading
and henna tattoos will also be available.

The highlight of the day will be a
belly dance performance presented by
Tasha and her dancers. The numbers
feature cabaret-style belly dance stu-
dents demonstrating this fun and ac-
cessible dance form.

Studio Yoga is offering a 25 percent
discount on five, 10, and 25 class cards
purchased the day of the Open House.

For more information, and a sched-
ule of the day’s activities please contact
Studio Yoga visit studioyoganj.com of
call (973) 966-5311. The office and
Yoga Prop Shop are open Monday
through Thursday, 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.,
Friday and Saturday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Junior Musical Club Auditions

Set for Sunday, February 3

MUSIC CLUB…The Junior Musical Club will hold its second audition of the
year on Sunday, February 3. Pictured, members of the club meet during the
recent holidays.

WESTFIELD - The Junior Musi-
cal Club is dedicated to providing
performance opportunities for teen-
aged classical musicians. The club
will hold the second audition of the
academic year on Sunday, February
3, in the early evening. The audi-
tions will take place at the home of
Beverly Shea, 2121 Princeton Av-
enue, Scotch Plains.

Auditions are open to students cur-
rently in the eighth through twelfth
grade who live in Westfield and
nearby communities. The audition
must include two pieces of contrast-
ing style, and memorization of some
portion of a piece is encouraged.

To obtain an audition appoint-
ment, the student should contact
Neeraj Shekhar, Auditions Chair-
person, by phone (908) 917-1164
or by email at
Juniormusicalclub@gmail.com.

The student must make arrange-
ments for an accompanist and bring
a music stand (as needed). If the

student is unable to find an accom-
panist, he or she should contact
Neeraj or, alternatively, Mrs. Shea
at (908) 654-1036, for a list of pia-
nists or for any further information.

Westfield Community
Players

***
The Dixie Swim Club

***
Friday, January 18

8 p.m.

Closing Night —
Saturday, January 19

8 p.m.

(908) 232-1221
westfieldcommunityplayers.org
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until  the 26th? 
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Age 31
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Across from Train Station

Free Parking in Back!

(908) 228-2084

Not Just Another Day at the Beach for
Westfield Community Players

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – While die-hard
football fans were glued to their TV
sets on Sunday afternoon, January
13, local theatre lovers were en-
grossed in Westfield Community
Players’ latest production, The Dixie
Swim Club, a Nicholas Hope, Jamie
Wooten and Jessie Jones comedy
directed by Wanda S. Maragni. In
the pattern of such plays as Same
Time Next Year and Vanities, the
main characters meet annually —
this time in a beach cottage on the
Outer Banks of North Carolina.

An August weekend finds five
Southern pals, who were swim team-
mates in college, reuniting to catch
up on their friends’ activities. The
action takes them from their 40s to
their 70s for a pleasant journey, shar-
ing their dreams and heartaches with
the audience.

Having the most fun on stage play-
ing Lexie is Debbie Badal. Her char-

acter is a man-crazy woman who
prides herself on staying in shape.
The universe is supposed to revolve
around her. She has undergone plas-
tic surgery for just about everything
and goes through as many husbands
as Elizabeth Taylor. Just like the
sex-crazed Blanche Devereaux of
TV’s “Golden Girls” fame, she still
has her eye out for another mate
even when she reaches senior citi-
zen status.

The organizer of these women and
their annual weekend activities is
Sheree, nicely played by Renee
Litwin. Sheree is a health food freak
who foists her weird hors d’oeuvres
on her friends who dump them out
the window when she is not looking.
She was the team’s captain in col-
lege and falls naturally into the role
of the leader in their relationship.

The biggest surprise of the night
for the group is when Jeri Neal (the
buoyant Keyren Burgess) whom they
know as a 44-year-old nun comes to

the weekend eight and a half months
pregnant. She hasn’t kept in touch
with the others for almost a year
because she wants to surprise them
that she had left the convent. Sur-
prise is not the word for it.

Linda Hatcher owns the role of
Dinah with class and ease. Dinah,
the teammate who has become a
lawyer, is career-oriented and real-
izes that maybe she has sacrificed
her personal life for becoming part-
ner and breaking through the glass
ceiling of corporate America. This
lawyer, who admits to scaring men
because of her aggression, loves a
cocktail even if it is 9:30 in the
morning. One of Ms. Hatcher’s fin-
est moments is a tender monologue
about her broken pearl necklace. The
actress’s sensitivity and poignancy
shine through.

Mary Webb spouts the funniest
lines of the night as the lovable char-
acter Vernadette. This Southern gal’s
life is, as one of the friends men-

tions, “one country song af-
ter another.” In every scene,
she enters with another view
of calamity that seems to fol-
low her. With kids who are
constantly in jail and a beer-
drinking husband and a
Southern drawl thick enough
to cut with a butter knife,
Vernadette is a pretty ver-
sion of Honey Boo Boo’s
mother. Her favorite thing to
do is eat and is perfectly com-
fortable whipping up a batch
of her biscuits during an
impending hurricane. Ms.
Webb’s delivery of her
monologue on the biscuits
stopped the Sunday matinee
with thunderous applause.

Great pacing and fine act-
ing pull the comedy together.
“The Dixie Swim Club” is
not just about female friend-

ship, but also about the trials of
growing old that are experienced by
men and women alike. This slice of
life, beautifully presented, by the
Westfield Community Players, runs
through January 18 and 19.

Susan Myrill Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CHECKING ON THE PAST…Women on a college swim team reunite each
August in Westfield Community Players’ production of The Dixie Swim Club.
The comedy, which runs January 18 and 19, is directed by Wanda Maragni and
produced by JoAnne Lemenille. Pictured seated, left to right, are: Lexie (Debbie
Badal) and Dinah (Linda Hatcher). Standing, left to right, are: Sheree (Renee
Litwin), Vernadette (Mary Webb) and Jeri Neal (Keyren Burgess).

WCW Hosts Heirloom
Show and Tell

WESTFIELD — Members of the
Antiques Department of the Woman’s
Club of Westfield met recently at the
Masonic Lodge in Westfield where
treasured family and collected ar-
ticles were shared and talked about.
There was much to be learned about
and appreciated.

One of the highlights was a bottle
that had been saved after the 1871
Chicago fire. Clemmie Tabor shared
the item and explained that the bottle
had been flattened by most probably a
wagon wheel, but did not break be-
cause of the high temperature of the
glass caused by the flames. There were
several other cherished pieces with in-
teresting history and stories to be told.

HEIRLOOM SHOW AND TELL…Members of the Antiques Department of the
Woman’s Club of Westfield met recently at the Masonic Lodge in Westfield
where treasured family and collected articles were shared and talked about.
Pictured, left to right, are: Gloria Abitante, Ruth Positan, Dolores Geisow, Nancy
Yingling, Marjorie Wieseman, Clemmie Tabor, Sue Carroll, Sally Brown and
Lorraine Forgus.

Westfield High School to Hold
Jersey Shore Benefit Concert

WESTFIELD – Westfield High
School (WHS) will be host a benefit
concert to raise money for Superstorm
Sandy relief efforts at the Jersey Shore
on Friday, January 25, in the Westfield
High School auditorium. Doors open
at 6:30 p.m. and the concert begins at
7 p.m. The concert is being organized
by a team of faculty, staff and stu-
dents from the high school.

The four bands that will be playing
are The Flying Dogs of Jupiter,
Hammond, The Static Jacks and Tran-
sit Radio. All the bands have roots in
Westfield, and a large part of the
evening will be run by student volun-

teers. All proceeds will go towards
relief efforts, as well as the Westfield
High School Helping Hands Fund.

Tickets are $20 for adults and $10
for students, including middle and
high school. Tickets can be purchased
at the door or in the main office of
WHS. Donations can be made out to
WHS with “Relief Efforts” on the
memo line. Mailed donations can be
sent to Westfield High School, c/o
Lori Scicolone, 550 Dorian Road
Westfield, N.J., 07090.

More information can be found at
our website whsbenefit.weebly.com.
Thank you so much for your help.

Celebration Singers to
Hold Choir Auditions

CRANFORD — The Celebration
Singers Adult Choir will be holding
auditions at the Cranford United
Methodist Church at the corners of
Walnut and Lincoln Avenues in
Cranford, on Tuesday, January 29,
from 7 to 9 p.m. by appointment
only. The choir is currently seeking
individuals singing the tenor and
bass parts only.

The Adult Choir welcomes sing-
ers ages 18 years and older of all
experience levels and of all vocal
ranges to audition. The ability to
read music is a plus but not a re-
quirement as is prior choral experi-
ence. Male part voices are strongly
encouraged to audition. Rehearsals
are on Tuesday evenings from 8 to
10 p.m.

The Celebration Singers Youth
Choirs will be holding auditions on
Tuesday, January 22, from 5 to 7
p.m. at the Cranford United
Methodist Church, and on Monday,
January 28, at Park Middle School
in Scotch Plains from 4 to 5 p.m.
Auditions will be held by
appointment only. Email
jeninotemusic@gmail.com to
schedule an audition.

The Children’s Choir ranges in
age from 9 to 14 years; the Middle
C’s is comprised of experienced
choral singers ages 14 and up (male
changed voices in eighth grade and
up; female voices ninth grade and
up). The Youth Choirs offer a place
where children and adolescents can
learn and hone musical skills,
experience various styles of music,
and perform with a wide range of
ages. Rehearsals for both Youth
Choirs is Tuesday evenings as
follows: Children’s Choir 6:30-7:30
p.m.; Middle C’s 7:45-8:45 p.m.

The Celebration Singers perform
many musical genres from Classi-
cal to Broadway, from pop and jazz
to gospel. Started in 1938 as the
ESSO Choristers, The Celebration

Singers have enjoyed a busy and
interesting 74-year journey. High-
lights included singing at the
World’s Fair in 1962, at Chicago
Symphony Hall, at the National
Cathedral in Washington, D.C., and
three times at Carnegie Hall. They
also toured Austria, Germany, and
Prague during the summer of 2008,
and England and Scotland during
the summer of 2011. Currently there
are members representing eight dif-
ferent counties throughout New
Jersey, and also members traveling from
New York.

Funding for the Celebration Singers
is made possible in part by the New
Jersey State Council for the Arts, De-
partment of State, through a grant ad-
ministered by the Union County Office
of Cultural and Heritage Affairs.

For more information, visit celebra-
tion-singers.org, or email
celebrationsingers@hotmail.com or
leave a phone message at (908) 241-
8200.

LEGALLY BLONDE...Members of the Pineda Conservatory’s Center Stage perform in the 2012 production of Legally
Blonde.

Pineda Conservatory to Hold
Auditions for Summer Program

CRANFORD — The Pineda
Conservatory’s Center Stage Pro-
gram for talented high school stu-
dents is holding auditions for its
five-week summer program that in-
cludes fully staged productions of
Guys and Dolls and On Air Live! 50
Years of Rockin’ Hits! The Center
Stage program runs from July 1 to
August 4 (closed July 4-8), Mon-
day through Friday, 12:30 to 5:30
p.m. at the Cranford Dramatic Club
Theatre in Cranford. The training
program includes acting, dance,
vocal and audition training. The
staff includes choreographer Chris-
topher Johnson (Radio City Christ-
mas Spectacular, Chicago), Ra-
Sean Holloway (A Chorus Line,
Radio City Christmas Spectacular),
director Juan Pineda (Broadway’s Miss
Saigon), vocal coach Valerie Pineda
(Manhattan School of Music), direc-
tor and choreographer Fausto Pineda
(King and I, Grease) and vocal coach
Patricia Pineda (VCU).

Enrollment is limited and accep-
tance is by audition only. Former
Pineda Conservatory students have
been accepted into some of the
nation’s leading college theatre pro-
grams and conservatories and have
gone on to appear in professional
theatres and opera houses around
the country.

Auditions are being held on Sat-
urday and Sunday, February 9 and
10, and Sunday, February 24, by
appointment only for students en-
tering ninth grade and up. Appoint-
ments can be made by calling (908)
731-1377 or by online submission
at www.pinedaconservatory.com/

Audition-Request.html.
Prepare 16 bars of a musical the-

atre up-tempo and 16 bars of a mu-
sical theatre ballad that shows range
and acting ability. Participants may
not be asked to sing both. Vocal
auditions will be followed by a
group movement and dance call.
Those auditioning should bring
dance clothing (comfortable clothes
and dance shoes/sneakers). It is rec-
ommended that all students dress
professional for the audition. You
will be given time to change. The
audition process will take approxi-
mately two hours. If necessary, call
backs will be scheduled on Febru-
ary 24. Students selected will be
given one week to accept their spots
or they will be forfeited to our wait-
ing list.

On Air Live! is a fully staged
musical tribute to the rock n’ roll

Pineda to Hold Audition
For Talented Young Singers

and pop hits of the last 50 years.
This show includes everyone se-
lected for the program, and features
those who do not have leads in
Guys and Dolls. The show is writ-
ten specifically for the students fea-
tured and has two fully staged per-
formances. Everyone in the pro-
gram also participates in the main
stage production of Guys and Dolls.
Some roles may be double, triple or
quadruple cast.

 The Pineda Summer Conserva-
tory also holds a five-week morn-
ing program for middle school stu-
dents featuring a production of The
Little Mermaid Jr. and for students
in elementary grades two through
five with a production of 101
Dalmations.

For more information visit
www.pinedaconservatory.com or
call (908) 731-1377.

CRANFORD - The Pineda Lyric
Opera Young Artists is holding au-
ditions for talented singers ages 10
to 18, for a special production of
Mozart’s “The Magic Flute.” The
production will be performed at the
Cranford Dramatic Club Theatre in
Cranford on Friday and Saturday,
June 7 and 8. Those selected will
join the Pineda Lyric Opera Young
Artist program of weekly Friday
evening classes in a tuition free
program.

The opera will be fully staged

with a small orchestra. The direc-
tors have made specific changes to
some parts of the opera to make it
more suitable for young singers.

Auditions will be held Friday,
February 1, at 7 p.m. at the First
United Methodist Church at 1171
Terrill Road in Scotch Plains.

Those auditioning should prepare
32 bars of art song or aria in any
language, or musical theatre. Those
called back will be asked to sing
more. Because of the difficulty of
some roles, some parts of the show
will be transposed into lower keys
to be more suitable for young sing-
ers.

Rehearsals will be held Friday
evenings, with some weekend re-
hearsals closer to the performances
in June.

The cast breakdown is as fol-
lows: Tamino (tenor) prince;
Papageno (baritone) bird catcher;
comic role, Monostatos (tenor); a
Moor, chief slave of the temple,
Sarastro (bass, bass baritone or
mezzo); High Priest, Pamina (so-
prano); daughter of Queen of the
Night, in love with Tamino,
Papagena (soprano); bird girl, ro-
mantic interest to Papageno, Queen
of the Night (soprano – aria’s will
be lowered); Three Ladies: (sopra-
nos one and two - mezzo); fiery
servants to the Queen of the Night -
fun large parts - two priests (tenor
and bari or soprano and mezzo),
judgmental fortune tellers, three
spirits (younger singers who can
hold harmony well) – help and guide
the Prince, Princess, Ensemble of
slaves, priests of temple - all ages.

To sign up for an audition, email
pinedaconservatory@comcast.net
or call (908) 731-1377.
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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Seeding selections for the Union
County Tournament (UCT) are
just around the corner and sev-
eral bouts in the showdown be-
tween the hosting Westfield High
School wrestling team and the
Cranford Cougars on January 9
played a major role in which
wrestlers would gain a more fa-
vorable slot.

The Cougars came into the
match with a 9-2 record and
ranked as the No. 1 team in the
county, but the Blue Devils found
the right fit to win nine of 14 bouts
and to roll to a 39-18 victory.

After Blue Devil Anthony Aldana
recorded a takedown and a semi-
Peterson roll reversal to defeat
David Busch, 4-1, in the first bout
of the evening at 126-lbs, sparks
would fly immediately in a highly
anticipated bout at 132-lbs be-
tween Cougar Gavin Murray and
Matt Barber. Murray was awarded
a takedown at the edge of the
mat. Barber escaped but was also
penalized a point. Murray added
another takedown to take a 5-1
lead into the second period. Bar-
ber escaped in the second period
and Murray escaped in the third
to earn a 6-2 decision.

“We knew I needed to get the
win there for the team. Over the
summer, I worked a lot on my
feet, because top I had pretty
well and I needed to get better
on my feet. He likes to mix it up.

It was a brawl,” Murray said.
Blue Devil Vin DiFillippo re-

corded a side single takedown, a
Claw tilt and a reversal to claim a
7-1 decision over Nick Frediani
at 138-lbs then Nick Velez re-
corded a takedown and a

backdoor reversal to defeat Cou-
gar Corey Birch, 4-0, at 145-lbs.

At 152-lbs, Cougar freshman
Nico Cappello, recent winner at
the Bloomfield Tournament,
faced Nick Rotondo, second in
the UCT at 138-lbs last year.

Cappello recorded a takedown at
the mat’s edge in the first period
and escaped in the third to grab

BULGER,  VELEZ, ARNOLD WIN KEY BOUTS; MURRAY, CAPPELLO, MARKOVITCH WIN BIG

Blue Devil Matmen Win Big in Clash with Cougars, 39-18
a 3-0 decision.

Blue Devil Colin Barber, ranked
fifth in the state at 160-lbs, re-
corded an escape and a knee-pry,
spin around takedown in the sec-
ond period and went on to earn a
4-2 decision over Jim Dwyer.

Cougar Corey Markovitch re-
corded the first bonus points of the
evening when he clamped Kevin
Frega in a cradle in 2:53 at 170-lbs
to tie the team score 12-12.

“I knew it was going to be a
close match. They are a good
team. We needed to get the bo-
nus points, which we didn’t do,
and we gave up matches that we
shouldn’t have. A lot of people
wrestled hard, but there were
others who gave up pins. It didn’t
distribute equally throughout our
team how we wrestled,”
Markovitch said.

Blue Devil Brian Bulger got the
bonus points right back and im-
proved to 11-0 when he used a
double-arm bar stack to pin Matt
Russo in 56 seconds at 182-lbs.
Bulger had also won the Nutley
Tournament and Panther Invita-
tional Tournament 182-lb titles.

Another crucial bout came next
between Blue Devil Nick Arnold
and Rob Kessler at 195-lbs. After
a scoreless but very active first
period, Kessler escaped then
Arnold escaped in the third pe-
riod and added a takedown to
grab a 3-1 victory.

“I wanted to keep it close, wear
him down and win at the end. He
was in on a leg, and then he fell
loose and I got my points,” said
Arnold, who added, “I knew ev-
eryone just had to do their job.
That’s what it’s about and get the
win. It was a great win tonight.”

With Westfield leading, 21-12,
Cougar Jeff Weiss (second in Dis-
trict 11 at 220-lbs last year)
needed bonus points badly and
was seemingly on his way with a
7-1 lead but Cotter Spurlock de-
nied him the opportunity with a
takedown in the third period at
220-lbs. Weiss won, 8-3.

After a scoreless first period,
Blue Devil heavyweight Kyle
Kania alertly shot a half nelson
after a reversal and pinned Jon
ElKhoury in 3:17. Nick Kalimtzis
sealed the victory for the 5-1

Probitas Verus Honos

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
AN INTENSE SHOWDOWN…Blue Devil Matt Barber attempts to escape the grasp of Cougar Gavin Murray in their
132-lb bout. Murray recorded a 6-2 decision.

Story on page 11

of The Westfield Leader



BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-2  Thursday, January 17, 2013

goleader.com/ballyhoo

Blue Devils when he pried Nick
Scaramuzzi to his back in 25
seconds at 106-lbs. John Fuller
used a bar arm/half nelson to pin
Cougar Chase Gunther in 2:28 at
113-lbs.

Cougar Andrew Tompkins final-
ized the scoring when he got a
second-period reversal to defeat
Yusef Dwider, 2-0, at 120-lbs.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
126: — Aldana (W) d Busch, 4-1
132: — Murray (C) d Barber, 6-2
138: — DiFillippo (W) d Frediani, 7-1
145: — Velez (W) d Birch, 4-0
152: — Cappella (C) d Rotondo, 3-0
160: — Barber (W) d Dwyer, 4-2
170: — Markovitch (C) p Frega, 2:53
182: — Bulger (W) p Russo, :56
195: — Arnold (W) d Kessler, 3-1
220: — Weiss (C) d Spurlock, 8-3
Hwt: — Kania (W) p ElKhoury, 3:17
106: — Kalimtzis (W) p Scaramuzzi, :25
113: — Fuller (W) p Gunther, 2:28
120: — Tompkins (C) d Dwider, 2-0

Blue Devil Matmen
Stop Cougars, 39-18

Cougar Corey Birch

Blue Devil Nick Velez

Blue Devil Brian Bulger

Blue Devil Anthony Aldana

Cougar Dave Busch

Blue Devil Cotter Spurlock

Cougar Jeff Weiss
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior Reggie Green took
charge under the boards, espe-
cially in the second half, and
junior point guard Tommy Trot-
ter went on a scoring and assists
spree to lead the Cranford High
School boys basketball to team a
60-35 victory over the stunned
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders
in Cranford on January 12.

The 3-6 Cougars hit nine 3-
pointers and Trotter, who led all
scorers with 18 points, bucketed
five of them. He also dished out

seven assists, snatched four
steals and grabbed five rebounds.

“Today I just got into my
groove. I played well. I passed
well. I could see open looks,”
Trotter said.

Green, who finished with 10
points and a steal, led everyone
with 12 rebounds. After grab-
bing a rebound, he was also able
to find an open teammate to add
three assists.

“We know he’s going to get
double teamed, because he is a
very good player. We tell him
that there’s going to be an open

guy and he gets it to that guy
who gets an easy lay-up,” Trot-
ter said.

Junior John Oblachinski also
sank 10 points, and senior Stefan
Fedorchak put in 11 points, in-
cluding a 3-pointer. Chris Wills
banged a 3-pointer and Cameron
Kutzer also nailed a 3-pointer.

Senior Tom Bonacum led the 5-
6 Raiders with 12 points, includ-
ing a pair of 3-pointers. He also
had five rebounds, two assists
and a steal. Junior guard Andrew
Voysest (assist) sank nine points,
including a 3-pointer, and senior

point guard Xavier Noel-Brooks
(2 assists, 2 steals) also had nine
points and added four rebounds.
Senior forward Kevin Raszka con-
tributed four rebounds, four
steals and two assists, while se-
nior forward Matt Greenberg had
two points, two rebounds and a
steal. Quaryee Bull had a two-
point put-back and a steal.

The first quarter was nothing
more than a tradeoff of points
with neither team being able to
grab more than a two-point lead.
By the end, the Raiders led, 17-
15. Bonacum sank eight of his
points in the quarter, including a
pair of 3-pointers, which ac-
counted for the Raiders’ first six
points. Noel-Brooks added five
points. Trotter also sank a pair of
3-pointers and Oblachinski put
in four points.

The rhythm of the game was
pretty much the same, however,
the Cougars won the second quar-
ter, 13-11, to knot the score, 28-

28. Voysest sank seven points,
including a 3-pointer. Fedorchak
and Green each scored four
points.

Bull tapped in his put-back and
Noel-Brooks followed with a 2-
pointer to open the third quarter,
but the Cougars answered with a
13-1 run to win the quarter and
carry a 41-33 lead into the final
quarter. Trotter hit two more 3-
pointers in the quarter.

After Bonacum sank a free throw
on a technical foul early in the
final quarter, the Raiders re-
mained in the icebox, and the
Cougars scored 17 unanswered
points before the Raiders sank a
free throw to finalize the scoring.

“After halftime, our coach gave
a great speech, and we just came
out and played. I haven’t been
playing well lately. Now that this
game’s over, it boosts my spirits
all the way,” Trotter said.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 17 11   5   2 35
Cranford 15 13 13 19 60

TROTTER SINKS 18 PTs, ADDS 7 ASSTs; GREEN 12 RBs, 10 PTs; RAIDER BONACUM HITS 12 PTs

Cougars Roar in Second Half Stun Raider Cagers, 60-35

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LOOKING TO OUTMANEUVER A COUGAR…Raider Tom Bonacum, No. 1, looks to get around Cougar Stefan
Fedorchak in Cranford on January 12. The Cougars caught fire in the second half, while the Raiders turned to ice.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
THIEF ROBBING A THIEF…Just seconds after Raider Andrew Voysest, No.
3, makes a steal, Cougar Cameron Kutzer, left, snatches the ball in Cranford.

Story on page 11

of The Westfield Leader
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The Cranford High School wres-
tling team recovered very well
after a setback to Westfield and
toppled Roselle Park, 28-24, in
Cranford on January 11. Heavy-
weight Jon ElKoury sealed the
victory with a 3:42 fall over Vinny
Picarelli. It was the first time
since 1993 that the Cougars had
beaten the Panthers.

Each team won seven bouts,
but the 8-1 Panthers won four of
the first five bouts, beginning at
113-lbs when John DeVito pinned
Nick Scaramuzzi in 38 seconds.
Andy Santamaria decisioned Cou-
gar Andrew Tompkins, 8-3, at
120-lbs and Josh Gergich earned
a 5-2 decision over Dave Busch

at 126-lbs.
Gavin Murray got the Cougars

on the scoreboard with a 13-2,
majority decision over Matt Swain
at 132-lbs then Panther Bobby
Vail defeated Nick Frediani, 9-3,
at 138-lbs.

Cougar Corey Birch claimed a
7-2 decision over Brad Carle at
145-lbs then Panther Brian
Matthews nipped Niko Cappello,
2-1, at 152-lbs. Jimmy Dwyer
had a tough bout with Panther
Steve Loevsky at 160-lbs but
prevailed, 8-4.

Allen Nunez defeated Matt
DiMartino, 5-1, at 170-lbs to give
the Panthers a 21-10 team lead,
but Corey Markovitch pulled out

Cougar Cagers Defeat
Lady Raiders, 59-39

Just one day after Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School Raiders
Taylor Sebolao reached the
1,000-point mark, Cranford Cou-
gar Jess McCoy did the same in a
59-39 victory over the Raiders in
Scotch Plains on January 11.

McCoy’s magic moment came
when she banged a 3-pointer at
the buzzer to end the first period.
McCoy finished with 21 points,
including three 3-pointers.
Sebolao finished with 17 points
to bring her career total to 1,020.
Cranford 17 15 11 16 59
Sc. Pl.-Fnwd 12   8   8 11 39

Cougar B’ballers Bury
Lady Farmers, 49-38
The Cranford High School girls

basketball team defeated Union,
49-38, in Cranford on January
10. Kaitlin McGovern and Jess
McCoy each scored 14 points,
while Jenna Goeller bucketed
eight points. Carly Maucione had
six points, and Mairead McKeary
had four.
Union   7   9   5 17 38
Cranford 12 10 16 11 49

Cougar SnacksCougar SnacksCougar SnacksCougar SnacksCougar Snacks

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUGAR ATHLETES OF THE WEEK…Jess McCoy, a senior on the varsity basketball team, scored her 1,000th career
point this past weekend as the Cougars defeated Scotch Plains-Fanwood. Jon El-Khoury, a junior on the varsity wrestling
team, wrestled an amazing match this past Friday. After being put to his back for most of the first period he fought back
to pin his opponent, securing the Cougars’ win against Roselle Park for the first time in 26 years.

Courtesy of Bill Howard for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BOXING THE COUGAR…Westfield goalie Dan DoCampo and defenseman
Chris Kattak sandwich Cranford attacker Alex Kempinski in hockey on January
7 at Warinanco Rink in Roselle. Westfield beat the Cougars, 4-1, with two goals
by Liam Devin and two assists by Dane Huber to raise its record to 5-2-1.
Cranford is 3-2-1.

Cougar Jess McCoy
Hits 1,000 Points

a big victory with a 6-3 decision
over Phil Woods at 182-lbs. Rob
Kessler gave the Cougars a 22-
21 lead when he decked Marc
Signorello in 3:33 at 195-lbs then
Cougar Jeff Weiss grabbed a 6-0
decision over Kevin Metellus at
220-lbs.

ElKhoury’s bout with Picarelli
was not all roses when he found
himself fighting off his back in
the first period to avoid getting
pinned, but in the second period,
ElKhoury turned him to his back
with a power half for the pin. In
the final bout of the evening
(106-lbs), Panther Chris Gural
won an 8-3 decision over Chase
Gunther.

Cougar Matmen Sting Roselle Park, 28-24

See Cougar stories in The Westfield Leader
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By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – A group of 14
New Jersey mayors and other
officials, including former Gover-
nor Jim Florio and Union County
Sheriff Ralph Froehlich, an-
nounced plans at a Monday press
conference in Cranford for what
they defined as “common-sense”
gun laws following the Newtown,
Conn., mass shootings that re-
sulted in the deaths of 20 school
children and six adults last month.

Mayors Against Illegal Guns, a
coalition founded in 2006 by New
York City Mayor Michael
Bloomberg and Boston Mayor
Thomas Mannino, has 800 mem-
bers representing both political
parties and claims 900,000 grass-
roots supporters, Cranford Mayor
Thomas Hannen said.

Roselle Mayor Jamel Holley said
the mayors have three legisla-
tive priorities: background gun
checks, banning military-style
weapons and high-capacity
magazines, and to create a fed-
eral gun trafficking statute.

Mayor Hannen, who hosted the
press conference at the Cranford
Municipal Building, said, “It is
time for real action.” He said the
mayors need the “full coopera-
tion” of New Jersey’s Congres-
sional delegation, which they
were heading to meet in Wash-
ington, D.C. at press deadline
yesterday, January 16.

“Our message when we go to
Washington is very simple: Pass
sane gun laws now. Weapons
designed for the battlefields have
no place in Union County, no
place in New Jersey or else-
where,” Fanwood Mayor Colleen
Mahr said. As a mother, she said
she wants to be assured that
federal lawmakers will put “pub-
lic safety before politics.” She
said 80 percent of New Jersey’s
gun crimes are a result of guns
coming into New Jersey from out
of state such as from Georgia,

Florida and Virginia, with Inter-
state 95 among the major routes
used to transport the weapons.

She said criminals know that
purchasing assault weapons in
these and other states is “easier
than getting Sudafed - no paper-
work, no questions asked.”

Gov. Florio said the coalition’s
proposal should be thought of as
a “gun violence prevention act.”
“It has nothing to do with the
Second Amendment, it’s about
gun violence,” Gov. Florio said.
He said New Jersey has the tough-
est assault weapons ban in the
nation, which was accomplished
in the early 1990s during his
administration and which with-
stood a Republican-led repeal of
the ban that Gov. Florio vetoed.

“Many legitimate
sportsmen…are embarrassed by
the NRA (National Rifle Associa-
tion), whose answer to gun vio-

lence is to say that we should
have more guns. That makes no
sense,” Mr. Florio said. He said
the “real motivation” by the NRA
is profits being made by gun
manufacturers and gun dealers.

Sheriff Froehlich said the
shooter in Connecticut had a clip
that had a capacity of 30 rounds
of ammunition.

“I cannot understand people
that strive so much to develop
and have killing machines for
people that should not have those
killing machines,” the sheriff said,
noting that in addition to high-
capacity weapons, armor pierc-
ing ammunition that can pierce
armor worn by police officers is
available for purchase. “It doesn’t
make sense,” Sheriff Froehlich
said.

Michael Pohle, whose son was
killed in the mass shooting at
Virginia Tech University in 2007,

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
FOCUS ON GUN VIOLENCE...Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, center, speaks
at a press conference Monday in Cranford by Mayors Against Illegal Guns to
announce plans to lobby Congress for federal legislation aimed at ending gun
violence. Among those pictured in the front row are: New Providence Mayor J.
Brooke Hern, Cranford Mayor Thomas H. Hannen, Jr., Westfield Council-
woman Jo Ann Neylan and Roselle Mayor Jamel Holley.

CF Board OKs Rebuilding
Of Fire Ravaged Home
By P. JUSTIN FAHEY

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – The township’s
zoning board of adjustment on
Monday took up a request for
variances by the owner of a home
at 217 North Avenue, West, which
was destroyed by a four-alarm
fire last June.

The original Victorian home was
built in 1900 and is owned by
Jeanette Billson, who has lived
there for 40 years. Her husband
purchased the home before they
were married in 1950. Mrs. Billson
lived there with her three adult
children. Since the fire, they have
been renting an apartment.

The requested variance was for
height and the number of sto-
ries. The Cranford town code al-
lows for a maximum height of 32
feet and a maximum of two-and-
a-half stories. The plans for the

new home called for a height of
37 feet and three stories.

According to architect Hildie
Lazar of Lazar Architecture in
Westfield, who represented Mrs.
Billson, before the fire, the home
had three stories and was 39 feet
high. The third floor was used as
an office, a recreation room and
for storage. Ms. Lazar pointed
out how important this space
was due to the small lot size and
number of occupants. She said
the new proposal aimed to re-
store the home as closely as
possible to the original struc-
ture.

The first floor of the proposed
new home would have a front
entry area, small living room,
small dining room, laundry room,
full bathroom and a new side
entrance. Before the fire, the
home had a one-story room on
the rear of the house, which Ms.
Lazar described as probably hav-

called out Rep. Leonard Lance
(R-7th), his Congressman, as
being “silent” on the issue of gun
violence other than to post “an
occasional note on his website
saying he is ‘open to the discus-
sion.”

“He is a coward,” Mr. Pohle
said. “This (issue) demands ac-
tion. We should not allow 50
percent of our guns to be sold
free and clear so that somebody
can go back, rearm themselves”
while also reselling other
weapons.“My son’s head was
nearly blown off. Enough is
enough,” Mr. Pohle said.

Also attending Monday’s press
conference were: Scotch Plains
Mayor Kevin Glover, New Provi-

dence Mayor Brooke Hern, Union
Mayor Clifton People, Elizabeth
Mayor Chris Bollwage, Plainfield
Mayor Sharon Robinson-Briggs
and Westfield Councilwoman Jo
Ann Neylan, as well as mayors
from Aberdeen, Cherry Hill,
Edison, Maplewood, Washington
Township and Lake Como, state
Senator Ray Lesniak (D-20, Eliza-
beth), Assemblywoman Linda
Stender (D-22, Scotch Plains),
Assemblywoman Annette
Quijano (D-20, Elizabeth) and
Cranford Township Committee-
men Ed O’Malley and Kevin
Campbell.

Mayors Against Illegal Guns also
has launched a website,
DemandAPlan.org.

Mayors Push for Action by Congress to End Gun Violence

Probitas Verus Honos
CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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Club to Present
Gardening Film

CRANFORD – The Floraphile
Garden Club of Cranford will
screen the film Gardening: Watch
Your Green Grow on Tuesday,
January 22, at 12:30 p.m. at the
Cranford Community Center, lo-
cated at 220 Walnut Avenue.

This movie explores how indi-
viduals can achieve the biggest
environmental benefit from their
backyards. Some of the topics
covered include simple water con-
servation techniques, plant se-
lection and placement and how
to keep a garden in tune with
nature.

As always, guests are welcome.
For more information on upcom-
ing events of the Floraphile Gar-
den Club of Cranford, contact
Mary Ellen at
mecrafts@verizon.net.

Program to Address
Unclaimed Property

GARWOOD – The Garwood Pub-
lic Library will host Linda
Henderson of the State of New
Jersey’s Unclaimed Property
Owner Outreach Program this
Saturday, January 19, at 10 a.m.

Unclaimed property is any fi-
nancial asset that had been un-
claimed by its rightful owner for
a specified time period. Un-
claimed Property’s mission is to
reunite owners with their un-
claimed financial assets. Ex-
amples of unclaimed property
are bank accounts that have been
inactive for at least three years,
unclaimed money orders, certifi-
cates of deposits and payroll
wages.

All are invited. This program is
free; however, registration is re-
quired as space is limited. To
register, call the library at (908)
789-1670, register in person at
the library or register on the
library’s interactive calendar page
found on its website,
youseemore.com/garwood.

The Garwood Public Library is
located at the corner of Walnut
Street and Third Avenue, at the
back of the Lincoln School com-
plex.

Edward R. Glynn, 70, Was Family Man;
Enjoyed Career, Scouting Involvement
Edward Richard Glynn, 70, of

Westfield died on Tuesday, Janu-
ary 15, 2013, at home.

He leaves his wife of 46 years,
Betsy (Keller) Glynn; his daugh-
ter, Katherine Glynn, and his son,
Ted Glynn; three grandsons and
many close family and friends.

Born and raised in
Cranford, the son of
Charles and Dorothy
(Scharf) Glynn, he was
a lifelong resident of
Westfield.

In his early years,
Mr. Glynn played foot-
ball for Cranford High
School. After graduat-
ing from Cranford High
School in 1960, he at-
tended St.
Bonaventure Univer-
sity, graduating in
1964 with a bachelor’s
degree in manage-
ment. In 1965 he joined the U.S.
Army Reserves, where he was a
drill sergeant. He met his wife,
Elizabeth (Betsy) Keller, and was
married in 1966 at St. Theresa’s
Catholic Church.

Mr. Glynn worked as a market-
ing and sales manager for sev-
eral commercial carpet manu-

facturers over his carrier. He took
pride in his business, and truly
enjoyed the friends he made
during his time in business.

Mr. Glynn was an assistant
scoutmaster in the Boy Scouts of
America with Troop No. 77, St.
Paul’s Episcopal Church, for seven

years and enjoyed
camping, hiking and
being a part of shaping
and developing scouts.

Ed was a loving and
devoted husband, fa-
ther and grandfather,
and will be greatly
missed.

Betsy Glynn has
asked that in lieu of
flowers, donations be
sent to Boy Scout
Troop No. 77, 414 East
Broad Street,
Westfield, N.J. 07090.

The wake will be held
at the Higgins and Bonner Echo
Lake Funeral Home in Westfield
from 4 to 8 p.m. today, Thurs-
day, January 17, 2013. A Mass
will be offered tomorrow, Friday,
January 18, 2013, at 11 a.m. at
St. Helen’s Roman Catholic
Church in Westfield.

January 17, 2013

Edward R. Glynn

ing been an addition. She noted
that currently, that portion of the
home is not on a solid founda-
tion. The new home would make
use of this space by adding a
two-story addition. The first story
would be a bathroom while above
that would be a new master bath.
The rest of the second floor would
be an additional bathroom, three
bedrooms and small closets.

While the new home would be
higher than the code allows, it
would actually be two feet lower
than the original structure, at 37
feet, and while the third floor
would be half a story above code,
it would be matching the three-
story structure of the prior house.

According to Ms. Lazar, Victo-
rian homes were designed from
the “inside out,” meaning the
exterior was determined by what-
ever interior functionality suited
the owner. While no two homes
look exactly alike, they do have
general characteristics, includ-
ing an ornate exterior with a roof
combining steep gables and a
conical shape. There was little

thought to the look of the exte-
rior.

Ms. Lazar indicated that should
the new home be built to code, it
would lose many of its Victorian
characteristics and would not fit
in with the surrounding homes.
These homes were also built at
the turn of the century when
codes were presumably differ-
ent.

The board agreed and unani-
mously approved the plans. As
to Mrs. Billson’s feelings on the
approval, she said, “I just want
to go home.”

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD - Mayor Thomas
Hannen on Tuesday night an-
nounced the appointments to the
township’s Emergency Manage-
ment System.

  Police Chief Eric Mason and
Fire Chief Leonard Dolan were
appointed as deputy coordina-
tors. Also appointed are: Mayor
Thomas, public safety commis-

CF Bd to Rebuild Ravaged Home
sioner; Kevin Campbell, sanitar-
ian; Moika Koscova, Superinten-
dent of schools Gayle Carrick,
Township Engineer Richard
Marsden, Public Works Coordi-
nator Steven Wardell, consult-
ant Robert D’Ambola, Construc-
tion Code Official Richard
Belluscio, TV 35 representative
Edward Davenport, citizen rep-
resentative Margaret (Peg)
Pipchick, Ron Marotta, and sup-
port team member Michael
Beams.

During the public portion of the
meeting, a resident asked the
committee to take a look at the
municipal building itself, and to
polish, paint and freshen it up so
it would appealing to residents
and visitors alike. Mayor Hannen
said the township would con-
sider the recommendation.

Resident Rita La Brutto ques-
tioned the committee regarding
the reappointment of Judge
Douglass Wolfson, who presided
at the Birchwood site develop-
ment plan hearings. Township
Attorney Dan McCarthy said if he
had been appointed as township
attorney before the site plan hear-
ing he would not have been al-
lowed to take part in the hearing,
however, since the hearings were
over, it was perfectly all right.

Ms. LaBrutto asked about when
the court would make the final
judgment on the Birchwood mat-
ter. Mr. McCarthy said there
would be a court session on the
matter on February 6 at the Union
County Courthouse in Elizabeth.
He said he did not expect state
Superior Court Judge Lisa
Chrystal to issue a final judg-
ment until mid-March. Mr.
McCarthy said at that time, if the
final judgment is not favorable to
the township, Cranford will ap-
peal the decision.

Resident Liz Sweeny asked the
committee if the objections last
week to Judge Wolfson’s recom-
mendations concerning the
Birchwood development site plan

Hannen Names Members of CF E.M. System
hearings were filed in time with
the court. Mr. McCarthy said the
deadline for objections had been
extended due to the holidays.

The committee approved a
resolution authorizing the town-
ship to apply to the state for a
Community Block Grant within
the disaster Aid Grant Program
for reimbursement of the resto-
ration costs for the Cranford Mu-
nicipal Building and Police De-
partment Headquarters, which
sustained significant damage
from Hurricane Irene in 2011.

Probitas Verus Honos

– Obituary –
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Pineda Conservatory to Hold
Auditions for Summer Program

CRANFORD — The Pineda
Conservatory’s Center Stage Pro-
gram for talented high school
students is holding auditions for
its five-week summer program
that includes fully staged pro-
ductions of Guys and Dolls and
On Air Live! 50 Years of Rockin’
Hits! The Center Stage program
runs from July 1 to August 4
(closed July 4-8), Monday
through Friday, 12:30 to 5:30
p.m. at the Cranford Dramatic
Club Theatre in Cranford. The
training program includes act-
ing, dance, vocal and audition
training. The staff includes cho-
reographer Christopher Johnson
(Radio City Christmas Spectacu-
lar, Chicago), Ra-Sean Holloway
(A Chorus Line, Radio City Christ-
mas Spectacular), director Juan
Pineda (Broadway’s Miss Saigon),
vocal coach Valerie Pineda (Man-
hattan School of Music), director
and choreographer Fausto Pineda
(King and I, Grease) and vocal
coach Patricia Pineda (VCU).

Enrollment is limited and accep-
tance is by audition only. Former
Pineda Conservatory students

have been accepted into some of
the nation’s leading college the-
atre programs and conservatories
and have gone on to appear in
professional theatres and opera
houses around the country.

Auditions are being held on Sat-
urday and Sunday, February 9
and 10, and Sunday, February
24, by appointment only for stu-
dents entering ninth grade and
up. Appointments can be made
by calling (908) 731-1377 or by
online submission at
www.pinedaconservatory.com/
Audition-Request.html.

Prepare 16 bars of a musical
theatre up-tempo and 16 bars of
a musical theatre ballad that
shows range and acting ability.
Participants may not be asked to
sing both. Vocal auditions will be
followed by a group movement
and dance call. Those audition-
ing should bring dance clothing
(comfortable clothes and dance
shoes/sneakers). It is recom-
mended that all students dress
professional for the audition. You
will be given time to change. The
audition process will take ap-

proximately two hours. If neces-
sary, call backs will be scheduled
on February 24. Students se-
lected will be given one week to
accept their spots or they will be
forfeited to our waiting list.

On Air Live! is a fully staged
musical tribute to the rock n’ roll
and pop hits of the last 50 years.
This show includes everyone se-
lected for the program, and fea-
tures those who do not have leads
in Guys and Dolls. The show is
written specifically for the stu-
dents featured and has two fully
staged performances. Everyone
in the program also participates in
the main stage production of Guys
and Dolls. Some roles may be
double, triple or quadruple cast.

 The Pineda Summer Conser-
vatory also holds a five-week
morning program for middle
school students featuring a pro-
duction of The Little Mermaid Jr.
and for students in elementary
grades two through five with a
production of 101 Dalmations.

For more information visit
www.pinedaconservatory.com or
call (908) 731-1377.

LEGALLY BLONDE...Members of the Pineda Conservatory’s Center Stage perform in the 2012 production of Legally Blonde.

Celebration Singers to
Hold Choir Auditions

CRANFORD — The Celebration
Singers Adult Choir will be hold-
ing auditions at the Cranford
United Methodist Church at the
corners of Walnut and Lincoln
Avenues in Cranford, on Tues-
day, January 29, from 7 to 9 p.m.
by appointment only. The choir is
currently seeking individuals
singing the tenor and bass parts
only.

The Adult Choir welcomes sing-
ers ages 18 years and older of all
experience levels and of all vocal
ranges to audition. The ability to
read music is a plus but not a
requirement as is prior choral
experience. Male part voices are
strongly encouraged to audition.
Rehearsals are on Tuesday eve-
nings from 8 to 10 p.m.

The Celebration Singers Youth
Choirs will be holding auditions
on Tuesday, January 22, from 5
to 7 p.m. at the Cranford United
Methodist Church, and on
Monday, January 28, at Park
Middle School in Scotch Plains
from 4 to 5 p.m. Auditions will be
held by appointment only. Email
jeninotemusic@gmail.com to
schedule an audition.

The Children’s Choir ranges in
age from 9 to 14 years; the Middle
C’s is comprised of experienced
choral singers ages 14 and up
(male changed voices in eighth
grade and up; female voices ninth
grade and up). The Youth Choirs
offer a place where children and
adolescents can learn and hone
musical skills, experience various
styles of music, and perform with
a wide range of ages. Rehearsals
for both Youth Choirs is Tuesday
evenings as follows: Children’s
Choir 6:30-7:30 p.m.; Middle C’s
7:45-8:45 p.m.

The Celebration Singers per-
form many musical genres from
Classical to Broadway, from pop
and jazz to gospel. Started in
1938 as the ESSO Choristers,

The Celebration Singers have en-
joyed a busy and interesting 74-
year journey. Highlights included
singing at the World’s Fair in
1962, at Chicago Symphony Hall,
at the National Cathedral in Wash-
ington, D.C., and three times at
Carnegie Hall. They also toured
Austria, Germany, and Prague
during the summer of 2008, and
England and Scotland during the
summer of 2011. Currently there
are members representing eight
different counties throughout
New Jersey, and also members
traveling from New York.

Funding for the Celebration
Singers is made possible in part
by the New Jersey State Council
for the Arts, Department of State,
through a grant administered by
the Union County Office of Cul-
tural and Heritage Affairs.

For more information, visit cel-
ebration-singers.org, or email
celebrationsingers@hotmail.com
or leave a phone message at
(908) 241-8200.

Coastal Carolina
Announces Dean’s List
CONWAY, S.C. – The following

local residents were among the
approximately 1,800 students
from Coastal Carolina Univer-
sity who made the Fall 2012
Dean’s List: Andi N. Hoy, a Re-
sort Tourism Management ma-
jor of Mountainside; Alexis A.
Neusch, a Resort Tourism Man-
agement major of Cranford and
Thomas J. Sweeney, a Market-
ing major of Westfield.

To qualify for the Dean’s List,
freshmen must earn a 3.25
grade point average, and up-
perclassmen must earn a 3.5
grade point average. To qualify
for the President’s List, students
must earn a 4.0 grade point
average. All students must be
enrolled full time.


