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AARP Calls for Expansion of Medicaid
in N.J.

www.uniquecruiseandtravel.com

Carol Bevere Kearney• Proprietor
207 CENTER STREET, GARWOOD

908-789-3303

The Mattress Factory Helps
Sandy Victims ‘Rest Ashore’

Formerly of Garwood but currently
of Fanwood, The Mattress Factory
has been a staple of this community
for over 35 years, serving organiza-
tions such as Furniture Assist, Center
for Hope Hospice and the Community
Food Bank of New Jersey as well as
many local youth sports organizations.

Living in this area, we have all felt
some effects from hurricane Sandy.
The Mattress Factory is no different
and was anxious to get involved in
the recovery effort. When the organi-
zation, Rebuild the Jersey Shore, a
group dedicated to supporting the
residents of the Tom’s River area,
was looking for someone to become
a drop zone for donations in a loca-
tion north of the shore area, it was an
easy commitment.

Currently the Mattress Factory is
the dedicated drop zone for Union
County and most of central and north-
ern New Jersey. Owner, Ron Shovlin
says, “After the hurricane, my wife
Kara and I asked ourselves, as many
of us did, what can we do to help?
Using our factory space to collect
donations was the first step, but we

soon decided we wanted to use our
products too.”

As luck would have it they were
contacted by Hope for Highlands, an
organization established to set up co-
operative buying opportunities for
several Jersey Shore communities, in
order to help its residents rebuild. This
group, committed to contributing to
the local economy, was looking to
secure local businesses in this en-
deavor. They hoped to find mattresses
that were built in NJ, which of course
led them to The Mattress Factory.

So far, they have delivered over 70
sets. “This was an opportunity for us
to provide those folks, who had lost
everything including their beds, with
a great product that will contribute to
their quality of life as they rebuild.”
As NJ rebuilds one thing seems clear,
there is a renewed sense of pride in
our state. Our citizens and businesses
have a renewed commitment to one
another and that is a silver lining. Or
as Kara says, “that is Jersey Strong!”

*****
Paid Bulletin Board
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The clock is ticking. Governor
Christie is only weeks away from
announcing his state budget, and one
decision that he has to make involves
the expansion of Medicaid. As it cur-
rently stands, he has the opportunity
to provide an affordable health care
option for hundreds of thousands of
currently uninsured New Jerseyans
by making Medicaid expansion a part
of the next state budget. In 2010,
Governor Christie said that he wants
everyone to have health insurance,
and he wants everyone to have access
to health care. This is an opportunity
to work towards that reality.

Medicaid expansion would pro-

vide an affordable health coverage
option to people just like you and me.
Hard-working New Jerseyans who
have fallen on hard times, people
who have lost their jobs as a result of
the economic downturn, or possibly
even as a result of natural disasters
such as Superstorm Sandy. These are
people that have paid into Medicaid
for years, and now, they deserve the
opportunity to receive help from this
very program when they need it most.
As an AARP New Jersey volunteer, I
urge people to call the Governor and
ask him to expand Medicaid.

John Hall
AARP New Jersey Volunteer

*** 2013-01-15 Summit - The third
annual Paint Your Pain Program is un-
derway at the Pain Management Center
at the Atlantic Neuroscience Institute at
Overlook Medical Center. The Center is
inviting individuals to help create a teach-
ing exhibition by submitting works of art
that tell others about their pain experi-
ence living with it, recovering from it, or
both. An alternative approach that does
not require medication or treatment, the
Paint Your Pain Program has become a
cathartic and therapeutic approach to pain
management for patients while they are
away from the Pain Management Center.
Artwork may be submitted now until
February 28, 2013 and will be exhibited
at the Center as submitted. The event will
culminate with an exhibition in the Bouras
Auditorium at Overlook Medical Center
on March 26, 2013, from 6 to 7:30 p.m.
For details, please call (908) 522-6112.

———————
*** 2013-01-11 Livingston - The

Foundation for Diabetes Research will
be hosting it’s 2nd annual Rollerskating
event on Sunday, March 10, 2013 at
6p.m. to 8p.m. at Florham Park Roller
Rink. Here’s a fun way to help with
FDR’s quest to find a cure. Bring your
family and friends to an evening of
rollerskating and a casual dinner. See
http://www.diabetesnj.org/ and contact
Karen Holtzman, tel: (973) 994-1972, e-
mail: diabetesnj@yahoo.com

———————
*** 2013-01-10 Westfield - The

Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary club in-
vites all Rotarians and the public to the
quarterly Union County meeting. The
meeting will be hosted by the Rotary
Clubs of Fanwood-Scotch Plains and
Westfield, N.J. The speaker, Brittany
Aubin, will discuss The Global Poverty
Project. For more information, go to
www.globalpovertyproject.com. Loca-
tion: Echo Lake Country Club Date: Janu-
ary 23, 2013 Time: noon to 1:30 p.m.
Cost: $26 (includes a buffet lunch). All
are welcome. Please RSVP by January
18 to Michael Dietrich at (908) 789-
3175. Learn more about Rotary, please
join us for a Wednesday lunch meeting at
12:15 p.m. at the Stagehouse Restaurant
in Scotch Plains. For more information,
see www.fsprotary.org

———————
*** 2013-01-09 Scotch Plains - The

Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service League,
an all-volunteer organization that oper-
ates The Thrift Shop at 1741 East Second
Street in Scotch Plains is currently seek-
ing applicants for its 2013 college schol-
arships. Students who are residents of
Fanwood or Scotch Plains and are se-
niors at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School or other area high schools, or who
are currently attending college or voca-
tional school, are eligible to apply. The
scholarships are awarded on the basis of
a students record of volunteer service and
community involvement plus financial
need, evidence of financial self-help, and
academic promise. In 2012, three local
students received $3,000 each in scholar-
ship aid. The League’s Scholarship Com-
mittee screens all applications and deter-
mines the number and amount of awards

in May of each year. To be considered for
the League scholarships, all applicants,
including current scholarship recipients
and students attending college or other
programs, must submit a completed and
signed local scholarship application, a
personal letter, grade transcripts, and SAT
or ACT scores, if applicable. The appli-
cation form and complete instructions
are included in the 2013 Local Scholar-
ship Booklet, available at the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School Guidance
Department, or online at the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Public Schools website,
www.spfk12.org. Information is also
available on the Service League website
at scotchplainsthriftshop.weebly.com.
Please note that all materials must be
mailed to the Service League’s scholar-
ship chairperson at the Thrift Shop’s ad-
dress, 1741 East Second Street in Scotch
Plains, postmarked on or before Febru-
ary 15, 2013. Announcement of the 2013
scholarship winners will be made in the
spring at the SPFHS Awards Night.

———————
*** 2013-01-09 Mountainside - The

PTA is hosting a Community Pancake
Breakfast on Saturday, January 26, 2013
at the Deerfield School cafe from 8:30 to
11:30 a.m. (Snow date Saturday, Febru-
ary 2). There will be food, fun, music,
and prizes! The cost is $5 adult (4 pan-
cakes, 2 sausages, fruit & beverage); Se-
nior $4 (4 pancakes, 2 sausages, fruit and
beverage); smaller portion $4 (2 pan-
cakes, 1 sausage, fruit & beverage); or
bagel breakfast $3 (bagel, fruit and bev-
erage). Pre-registration is preferred, but
there will be tickets at the door.

———————
*** 2013-01-09 Westfield - On Fri-

day, January 25, Westfield High School
will be hosting a benefit concert to raise
money for Hurricane Sandy relief efforts
at the Jersey Shore. The concert is being
organized by a team of faculty, staff and
students from the high school. The four
bands that will be playing are The Flying
Dogs of Jupiter, Hammond, The Static
Jacks and Transit Radio. All the bands
have roots in Westfield, and to make it
even more of a community event, a large
part of the evening will be run by student
volunteers. Tickets are twenty for adults
and ten for students, including middle
and high school. All proceeds will go
towards relief efforts as well as the
Westfield High School Helping Hands
Fund. Donations can be made out to
Westfield High School.

———————
*** 2013-01-08 Westfield - The Paul

Jackson Fund, www.pauljacksonfung.org
(a charity of last resort for those in finan-
cial crisis due to long-term illness or
disability) seeks volunteers to assist with
their upcoming Gala. The Gala will be
held on April 19, 2013 at The Grand
Summit Hotel in Summit. It takes many
hands to make an event a success. There
are committee positions available includ-
ing, live and silent auction, decoration,
program advertisement, etc. For more
information, join us on Monday, January
21 at 7 p.m. at The Paul Jackson Fund
office - 223 Elmer Street, Westfield or
contact us (908)233-6110.
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Sen. Ray Lesniak (D) of Elizabeth
Announces Reelection Run

I wanted to make it official, I am
running for re-election to the state
senate. With our state still reeling
from the effects of Hurricane Sandy
and our nation rocked by the tragedy
in Newton, Conn., my passion to
serve is stronger today than at any
other point in my career. The issues
we are facing today need strong lead-
ership:

1. Never Again: upgrading our elec-
tric power delivery system so we
won’t be kept in the dark (literally
and figuratively) for long periods of
time ever again.

2. Violence And Gun Control: pro-
moting federal adoption of New
Jersey’s ban on assault weapons and
requiring background checks on all
gun purchases, expansion of mental
health courts for offenders and invol-
untary outpatient commitment for
potentially violent individuals and
declaring violence a public health

crises.
3. Marriage Equality: overriding

Governor Christie’s veto of Marriage
Equality (same sex marriage).

4. Animal Protection: ban Gesta-
tion Crates, Shark Finning and Bear
Baiting, protecting endangered ex-
otic animals and requiring spading
and neutering of all dogs sold in N.J.

5. Job Creation/Economic Devel-
opment: expanding my job creation
legislation in our cities, ports and
throughout the state and getting Gov-
ernor Christie to sign my Foreclosure
Transformation Act.

6. Sports Betting: keeping up my
fight for legalized sports betting at
our casinos in Atlantic City and our
racetracks to promote tourism and
boost these vital job producing in-
dustries suffering from severe rev-
enue losses.

Ray Lesniak
Elizabeth

Governor Christie Re-Election Forgoes
Matching Funds for Primary

WESTFIELD -  The Christie for
Governor campaign filed its fourth
quarter report on Tuesdaywith the Elec-
tion Law Enforcement Commission
(FEC) showing $2.1 million raised and
a cash on hand of $2.1 million. In the
wake of this support, the Governor’s
re-election campaign has decided not
to pursue matching funds for the pri-
mary election cycle.

“In response to Governor Christie’s
decisive leadership and clear record of
historic, bipartisan reform, we’ve seen
an unprecedented level of financial

support from donors across all 21 coun-
ties in New Jersey.  This positive reac-
tion during such a short period of time
only continues to grow daily which is
why Governor Christie’s campaign has
decided not to pursue matching funds
for this primary election cycle,” said
Bill Palatucci of Westfield.

“I would also like to thank Todd
Christie, Jon Hanson and the entire
finance committee for their continued
efforts. They have been a tremendous
help in reaching the campaign’s
fundraising goals,” he added.


