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Letters to
the Editor

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Rush Holt (D)
50 Washington Rd., West Windsor, N.J. 08550
(609) 750-9365
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Farthest Point on Globe
From Westfield

Thanks for putting Hannah's pic-
ture from Perth Australia in the news-
paper.  It looks great!

Gordon (my husband) and I have
calculated that Perth, Australia, where
our daughter Hannah is now living, is
just about the farthest point on land
from Westfield as anywhere on the
globe!

Nancy Vickers
Westfield

WF Bd. of Health: It Is Not Too Late
To Get The Flu Vaccine

Devastated By Superstorm Sandy, Is
Seaside Park The ‘Ugly Stepchild?’

Distributed to Sandy-Displaced
Families In Time for Holidays

Reader Cites Photo as Shameful,
Disgraceful Pledge of Allegiance

We Can Communicate With Men
On The Moon, But Here?

The Westfield Board of Health met
on January 7, 2013, for its annual
reorganization meeting. Three mem-
bers were reappointed by the mayor
with approval of town council: Dr.
Vasilios Diamantopoulos, Gavin
Handwerker,  and me. I was reelected
president and Thomas O’Neill as vice-
president.

Influenza activity is now high
throughout New Jersey, according to
the State Department of Health. For-
tunately, this year’s vaccine appears
to be a good protective match.

It is not too late to get the flu
vaccine. You can still protect your-
self, your family and your friends by
being vaccinated against flu. Also,
children who are under 60 months
and attend licensed child care or pre-
school must be vaccinated each year.

Flu vaccinations are available at
the Westfield Regional Health De-
partment for a $10 charge. To sched-
ule yours, please contact Laura
Scanlon, the public health nursing
Supervisor, at (908) 789-4070, ext.

4074 or lscanlon@westfieldnj.gov.
The Health Department is spon-

soring health screenings with Over-
look Medical Center in the municipal
building. Diabetes screening will be
on Thursday, January 24, from 10 to
11:30 a.m. for a $10 charge. Free
hearing screenings will be on Thurs-
day, February 21, from 10 to 11:30
a.m. For more information about these
programs and to register, please con-
tact Ms. Scanlon.

Information about all of the
department’s activities is available
on its website www.westfieldnj.gov/
health. The complete minutes of the
January 7 meeting will be posted
after review and approval at our Feb-
ruary 4 meeting, which starts at 5:30
p.m. in the municipal building. At
that meeting we will discuss 2013
goals and objectives for the depart-
ment. As always, the public is invited
to attend.

Lawrence Budnick, MD
President, Westfield Bd. of Health

The Westfield High School Con-
cert Choir would like to thank the
community for its support and par-
ticipation in two recent fundraisers.
The Christmas tree disposal service
was a huge success. Choir students
and parent volunteers worked from
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. to pick up more than
175 trees from Westfield residents
who registered and donated $10 per
tree for the service. Proceeds from
this event will go towards scholar-
ships and future choir department
trips. In addition, at its holiday con-
cert, the choir department held a col-
lection to benefit A Jersey Shore

Christmas, an organization that helps
families who have been devastated
by Hurricane Sandy. Thanks to the
support and generosity of the concert
audience, $924 was received and con-
verted into gift cards. Dr. Linda King,
supervisor of fine arts, delivered these
gift cards to A Jersey Shore Christ-
mas, who then distributed them to
Sandy-displaced families just in time
for the holidays. The choir’s next
concert at the Westfield High School
is scheduled to take place on the
evening of Wednesday, May 22.

Angela Ko
WHS Choir Parent

On January 10th, the front page of
The Westfield Leader had a picture of
three members of the Union County
Freeholders reciting the Pledge of
Allegiance at the reorganization meet-
ing at the Union County courthouse
in Elizabeth.

Union County Sheriff’s Officer
Luis Alfaro is standing at attention
saluting the flag. (Proper etiquette
for uniformed personnel). Freeholder
Al Mirabella is standing at attention
with his right hand over his heart.

(Also proper etiquette).
Freeholders Mohamed Jalloh and

Bruce Bergen are standing with their
hands folded in front of them. (Not
proper etiquette) Shame on them for
not knowing the proper etiquette or
worse yet, choosing to ignore the
proper etiquette when reciting The
Pledge of Allegiance and shame on
you for allowing this disgraceful pic-
ture to be published in The Leader.

David Leiz
Westfield

Gary McGready made an impor-
tant suggestion for improving com-
munications in Westfield should an-
other great storm hit (The Westfield
Leader, January 10,2013). He rec-
ommends the Honeywell Alert Sys-
tem, which is similar to what is now
used by the Westfield School District
and many towns in Union County.
This system would permit anyone
who signs up to be contacted by tele-
phone, e-mail, and text.

All well and good, but what about
residents who lose FIOS or other
telephone service and electricity?
Many residents lost their FIOS ser-
vice and their television and radio
services for many days because of
Hurricane Sandy and so were unable
to receive any telephone or e-mail
communications. They had no means
of learning what was going on in
Westfield and in New Jersey. Mayor
Skibitsky and other town officials
were thus unable to contact them.. A
frightening situation!

A frightening situation made even
more so for residents who feared that
their health might require emergency
or medical assistance, which they
could not obtain because they had no
means of communication. Nor could
anyone without communications who
fell down the stairs and suffered a
concussion or broken bones or who

in other ways suffered some other
grievous injury. And for residents
who ran out of their life-saving medi-
cations the fright must have been
severe.

The Town of Westfield should pre-
pare to have town employees and
volunteers make door-to-door house
calls to residents who have no means
of communications. This fact can
easily be established by the town
contacting the various communica-
tions providers.

Additionally, the town should place
big bright signs at key locations and
send around trucks with loudspeak-
ers to provide information about wa-
ter safety and the location of emer-
gency shelters as well as other vital
information.

Neighborhood associations should
establish their own door-to-door con-
tact system.

We have the means to communi-
cate with men on the Moon and even
our satellites which have literally
passed out of our vast solar system,
but we do not as of now have the
means of communicating with resi-
dents in town whose communica-
tions systems are not working be-
cause of storm damage!

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

I am a proud subscriber to The
Westfield Leader since I moved to
town over three years ago. I look
forward to the paper arriving each
week. With that, my brother and I are
running a fundraiser on February 8,
2013 in an effort to support Seaside
Park.

We have personally chosen this
area amongst all others devastated by
Superstorm Sandy due to the fact that
our great grandparents were one of
the first builders there and later our
grandparents and then finally parents
resided there. In addition, Seaside
Park has become the “ugly stepchild”
so to speak to Seaside Heights when
it comes to fundraising efforts. Many
do not realize that a substantial por-
tion of the boardwalk is in the Park,
not just the Heights.

I have attached  a press release for
the event. I would hope you deem it
worthy to be printed in your newspa-
per next week (January 17).

I thank you in advance no matter
what you decide to do. Thanks again
and Happy New Year!

Vincent Gagliardi
Westfield

Editor’s note: A benefit is being
held on Friday, February 8, 2013 to
aid the community of Seaside Park.
The event will be at The Gran Centu-
rions, 440 Madison Hill Road, Clark,
N.J. from 7 p.m. to 11 p.m. The cost is
$60 and includes admission, food,
drinks (beer, wine, soda), and live
music from The Rick Cantor Band.

There will be a tricky tray with
prizes such as a backstage tour of the
Today Show; a Knicks
“Superpackage” and signed items
from stars Carmelo Anthony, Amare
Stoudemire and Tyson Chandler; as
well as a meet and greet with WWE
Hall of Famers and former stars.

The event is being run by a regis-
tered charity. All proceeds will assist
the residents and local businesses
hurt by Superstorm Sandy. This is the
only event specifically for Seaside
Park (not the Heights). Please visit
our website, www.ssp.2013.com.

To purchase tickets, make a dona-
tion or for any questions, e-mail
ssp2013@aol or call (908) 577-6232.
Any school or student organization
interested in supporting this charity
may contact Greg Gagliardi, student
fundraising coordinator.

Four Years Ago: Barack Obama
‘Great Expectations’

January 22, 2009:
“With President Barack Obama’s inauguration on

Tuesday, the country is filled with great expecta-
tions. Certainly, all wish President Obama well and
hope for his success in leading us. Many are over-
joyed.

It is an extraordinary moment for African-Ameri-
cans and for the dream of this country – “where all
men are created equal.” President Obama has a
considerable load placed on his shoulders, and he
needs the support of every American to tackle the
issues of today. Everything cannot be fixed at once,
every wish list cannot be granted, sacrifices will
occur, and compromises will be necessary. That is
the downside of Great Expectations.

Great Expectations, the novel by Charles Dickens
in 1861, has Pip stemming from humble begin-
nings and a simple life. After many adventures and
misadventures, Pip found himself with consider-
able income but fell into living beyond his means.
Pip confronted life in an artificial world, striving
for the upper class. He dealt with moral and finan-
cial challenges – encountering doubt about his

values. Charles Dickens must have had difficulty in
concluding his tale, for he wrote more than one
ending for Pip.

Are there any parallels to the expectations of today
with those of Dickens’ Pip in 1861? The media has
placed such great expectations on the President and
his wife, Michelle. Is this unfair – creating par far
higher than what is reasonable?

So, where will these “Great Expectations” bring
us? One hopes for the good fortune of President
Obama – seeking his wisdom and a good heart. We
believe that will be the case.

President Obama’s underlying message might be
best embodied in his words when speaking about
pilot Chesley Sullenberg and the crew of US Air-
ways Flight 1549 – “And it made me think, if
everybody did their job – whatever that job was – as
well as that pilot did his job, we’d be in pretty good
shape.” This, we whole-heartedly agree with and
urge all to strive for this level of performance.

And to President George W. Bush: Thank you for
keeping us safe, for your hard work and for your
dedication to the country. We wish you well.”

January 17, 2013 Great Expectations: So How Are We Doing?
SP Council Has Several

Topics to Discuss
As some one who routinely attends

the Scotch Plains Township Council
meetings, I would like to extend con-
gratulations to our new Mayor, Kevin
Glover; Councilwoman, Deputy
Mayor Colleen Gialanella and Coun-
cilman Louis Beckerman in being
sworn into service of our commu-
nity.

I look forward to attending and
participating in the meetings that they
and the other councilmen will be
conducting.

In particular, this would include
the several topics that have been dis-
cussed in the past year, such as the
municipal budget, senior housing,
Raritan Valley Sewer Authority, rep-
resentation at Freeholder meetings,
property taxes, emergency planning,
SID and surpluses.

I am sure that we can address these
items in a civil manor and that pro-
ductive conversations will take place.

Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

Deliberations Need to Be
Open to The Public

Local towns and boards are using social media and
websites in a greater extent to communicate with the
public. Along with this though, governing bodies are
meeting less. Thus, residents have less opportunity
to offer their views, hear views of others and have
dialogue with governing bodies. Without public
interaction, the only information from government
can become filtered and tailored.

Westfield and Scotch Plains councils used to meet
every Tuesday night. Both now meet two Tuesdays
per month, with the exception of summer months
when they meet only once a month.

This year, Westfield opted to have conference
meetings on the same night as the public meetings.
Conference meetings provide committee reports
and discussions on key issues – from finances to
road projects to public safety. There was a week
pause to reflect before action could be taken.

The decision by towns to reduce their public
meetings follows a trend. In the past, finance com-
mittee discussions with department heads were pub-
lic. A few years ago, Westfield made them private,
reducing council member attendance to less than a

quorum such that public meeting laws don’t apply.
This is unfortunate. These discussions are impor-

tant to residents and the press. How now are you to
know?

In the 1990s, the Westfield council dealt with a
number of interesting issues from discussions to
make the Reeve House the home of the Westfield
Historical Society, to replacement of the former
1907-circa Tuttle Parkway Bridge and to the estab-
lishment of a special improvement district.

Scotch Plains faced several issues over the years in
public meetings such as what was to become of the
former Terry Lou Zoo property or the more recent
establishment of a special improvement district.
Fanwood had drawn-out discussions over what was
to become of the former Dean Oil property.

We believe that government proceedings includ-
ing committee meetings should be public and that
agendas should be online a day or so in advance of
meetings.

In our opinion, government worked better when
matters were flushed out in public – not shielded by
“avoidance of quorum” or “executive session.”

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Madid – Wet; moist
2. Poort – A mountain pass
3. Hin – A Hebrew measure of liquids

holding about six quarts
4. Popliteal – The part of the leg behind

the knee

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

SCREE
1. The decay of teeth or bones
2. A pebble; a stone
3. Turmoil
4. A meteorite containing nothing but

iron
WALM

1. To infect
2. Well-formed
3. To bubble or boil
4. Peaceful; friendly

SECK
1. Barren; unprofitable
2. Of little or no consequence
3. A little shoot; a twig
4. Hives

WHELK
1. A young female swine
2. An old work horse
3. To shackle, to chain
4. A pimple

Muñoz Appointed
Deputy GOP Whip

TRENTON – Asw. Nancy Muñoz
of Summit on Tuesday was named to
Deputy Assembly Republican Whip
by Assembly Republican Leader Jon
Bramnick of Westfield. She was for-
merly co-chair of the Assembly Re-
publican Policy Committee.

“I appreciate the confidence Asm.
Bramnick has in my ability and I am
eager to serve in this new capacity,”
said Asw. Muñoz. “I have learned a
lot since my arrival in the Legislature
almost four years ago. I look forward
to taking on the challenges and re-
sponsibilities of my new role and will
do my best to serve the interests of
my constituents, fellow caucus mem-
bers and colleagues in the Legisla-
ture.”

Since assuming the seat formerly
occupied by her late husband, Eric,
who passed away on March 30, 2009,
Asw. Muñoz has worked to improve
access to healthcare and provide edu-
cational benefits to veterans.

News Item

CONGRESS PORK,
A LOT OF BACON


