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Linden Man Pleads Guilty to
Gun Trafficking Charges

LINDEN – Attorney General Jef-
frey S. Chiesa announced recently
that a Linden man pleaded guilty to
weapons charges for selling two as-
sault rifles, an assault pistol, and a
revolver to an undercover detective
and an informant in a weapons traf-
ficking investigation by the New Jer-
sey State Police.

Andre Doss, 31, pleaded guilty on
January 3 to second-degree counts of
conspiracy, unlawful possession of
two assault firearms, and unlawful
possession of a revolver, as well as
third-degree unlawful possession of
a weapon. He also pleaded guilty to
conspiracy to distribute MDPV, a drug
known as “bath salts,” and conspiracy
to distribute 5-Methoxy-
diisopropyltryptamine, a drug known
as “foxy.” Under the plea agreement,
the state will recommend that Doss
be sentenced to 10 years in prison,
including five years of parole ineligi-
bility. Doss is scheduled to be sen-
tenced on Monday, April 15.

Doss admitted that in July and
August 2011, he arranged and, with
the help of co-defendant Duquan
Wells, completed sales of an ITM
Arms Co. semi-automatic rifle, a Tula
Arsenal fully automatic rifle with
large-capacity magazine, and a .22-
caliber revolver. The guns were sold
to an undercover detective of the New

Jersey State Police. Doss also admit-
ted that he sold a Cobray MAC-11
9mm assault pistol to an informant
working with the State Police.

“By indiscriminately selling deadly
assault weapons on the street, crimi-
nals like this defendant contribute to
the many shootings and murders we
see in our urban centers,” Mr. Chiesa
said. “We’ve stepped up our efforts to
seize these guns and send gun traf-
fickers to prison.”

“This man is one of 57 defen-
dants we indicted last year in con-
junction with the State Police on
charges of trafficking and possess-
ing illegal guns,” Stephen Taylor of
the Division of Criminal Justice
said. “We’re hitting these defen-
dants with the full force of our tough
gun laws.”

On Dec. 10, Doss’ co-defendant,
Wells, 31, of Linden, pleaded guilty
to conspiracy and weapons charges.
He admitted that he delivered the
two assault rifles and the revolver to
the purchaser after Doss arranged
the sales. He also pleaded guilty to
conspiracy to distribute MDPV. Un-
der his plea agreement, the state will
recommend that Wells be sentenced
to five years in state prison, includ-
ing three years of parole ineligibil-
ity. His sentencing is Friday, March
15.

Work Underway on Environ.
Study for Detention Basin

REGION – The Mayors Council
Rahway River Watershed Flood Con-
trol has begun the work plan to de-
velop the environmental assessment
of the proposed South Mountain re-
gional detention basin. At a meeting
with Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th), an
agreement with the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers was reached that included
the local communities working on the
environmental assessment under guid-
ance of the U.S. Army Corps and the
New Jersey Department of Environ-
mental Protection (DEP).

The South Mountain Regional
Detention basin is one of seven alter-
natives the Army Corps is evaluating
to mitigate flooding in the Rahway
River watershed. Mayors Council
representative Dan Aschenbach said,
“Corps hydrology studies have af-
firmed that the detention basin would
provide almost three feet lower water
elevation during peak storm condi-

tions in Millburn, Union and Spring-
field and about 1.5 feet lower eleva-
tion in Cranford. Additionally the
project is expected to enhance the
storage benefits from the Lenape Park
project, which is another priority
flood mitigation storage project the
Corps is evaluating.”

The work plan being conducted
has several key objectives including
evaluation of the impact of the basin
on the City of Orange water wells; the
impact of the project on Essex County
park facilities; and what impacts the
dry detention basin would have on the
local environment. The detention fa-
cility would hold stormwater back for
a few days so during peak conditions
less damage is faced by the communi-
ties downstream. Hurricane Irene is
estimated to have caused close to $100
million of damages in the Rahway
River watershed.

In October 2012, seven of the com-
munities signed an inter-local agree-
ment to fund the cost of the legal
analysis and work plan. The Mayors
Council has made requests to Gover-
nor Chris Christie and state Legisla-
ture for additional funding to com-
plete the assessment.

The next meeting of the Mayors
Council Rahway River Watershed
Flood Control is scheduled for 7 p.m.
on Thursday, January 31 at the Cranford
Community Center. The main part of
the agenda will be participation in a
stormwater management workshop that
is being held by the region’s environ-
mental commissions and the Associa-
tion of New Jersey Environmental
Commissions (ANJEC).

LESS ACCIDENTS AT UCC... The construction of a new Springfield Avenue
entrance and roadway this past summer has paid off wuth a 50 percent drop in
traffic accidents.  The work, completed in August 2012, created a drop-off point
that enabled students to arive from buses and go to class without crossing over a
road. The new lot configuration also reduced the number of internal turns and
resulted in a net gain of almost 60 parking spots.
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Lance Meets With Mayors,
Army Corps on Flood Control

WESTFIELD – Rep. Leonard
Lance (R-7th) met with several 7th
Congressional District mayors, state
officials and representatives of the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers on
January 9 to discuss the status of
the Rahway River basin feasibility
study currently underway by the
Corps.

During the meeting, Millburn
Mayor Sandra Haimoff, Springfield
Mayor David Amlen, Union Mayor
Clifton People, Cranford Mayor Tom
Hannen, Garwood Mayor Pat
Quattrochi and Union County Free-
holder Bruce Bergen received a brief-
ing from the Army Corps of Engi-
neers, state officials and Rep. Lance
about the status of the study.

The 7th District lawmaker, who
arranged the meeting, also pledged
his strong support for the project and
updated the group on several actions
he has already taken to support the
towns flood control needs.

Millburn Mayor Haimoff praised
Rep. Lance for organizing the meet-
ing for local officials.

Earlier this year, Rep. Lance met
with top Army Corps of Engineers
officials in Washington and New Jer-
sey about flood control needs in the
7h District and has invited assistant
secretary of the Army for Civil Works
for the Army Corps to New Jersey to
tour 7th District towns and get a

firsthand view of why the flood con-
trol study is critical to the area. Ad-
ditionally, Rep. Lance has also writ-
ten the Army Corps of Engineers
officials asking that funding for the
study be included in its 2014 federal
budget.

Insur. Policy Language
Subject of State Bill

TRENTON – Legislation to help
homeowners better understand their
insurance policies was released Mon-
day by an Assembly panel.

The bill (A-3642) would require
that the homeowner insurance con-
sumer information brochure already
required under state law contain a
one-page summary of the policy.

On December 6, the Assembly Fi-
nancial Institutions and Insurance Com-
mittee held a hearing to review insur-
ance issues facing residents in the after-
math of Hurricane Sandy. One issue
that arose was that many homeowners
are not aware of what their homeowner’s
insurance policy covers.

Assemblywoman Linda Stender
(D-22, Scotch Plains) is one of the
sponsors of the bill.

Scutari Bill Would Offer Recourse
When Insur. Cos. Act In Bad Faith

TRENTON – Senator Nicholas P.
Scutari (D-22, Linden) has intro-
duced legislation to provide con-
sumers with a method of civil re-
course in the event that an insurance
company acts in bad faith with re-
gard to a claim, a measure, which he
said would better protect residents
who were affected by Superstorm
Sandy and are attempting to recoup
their losses.

“Residents across the state are try-
ing to rebuild their lives after the
devastation caused by Sandy,” Sena-
tor Scutari said. “Especially for those
who are attempting to recoup their
losses from the storm, even a single
act of bad faith by an insurance com-
pany is one too many. Providing a
method of recourse for those who are
treated unfairly by their insurer,
whether or not the company has made
these tactics a long-standing prac-
tice, will better protect our residents
and help hold insurance companies
accountable.”

Currently, the state’s commissioner
of banking and insurance can inves-
tigate and, after a hearing, issue a
cease and desist order to an insurance
company regarding any unfair claims
practices that the company commits
or performs with such frequency as
to indicate a general business prac-
tice. Examples of unfair claim settle-
ment practices include: misrepresent-
ing pertinent facts or insurance policy
provisions relating to coverage; fail-
ing to acknowledge and act reason-
ably promptly upon communications
with respect to claims arising under
insurance policies; refusing to pay
claims without conducting a reason-
able investigation based upon all
available information, and failing to
affirm or deny coverage of claims
within a reasonable time after proof
of loss statements have been com-
pleted.

The Senator’s bill, the “Consumer
Protection Act of 2012,” would al-
low a consumer to take a private
cause of action against an insurance
company that engages in unfair prac-
tices in the settlement or attempted
settlement of insurance claims aris-
ing out of property and casualty in-
surance policies. This includes
homeowners or auto insurance. Spe-
cifically, the bill would provide that
a claimant may, regardless of any
action by the commissioner of bank-
ing and insurance, file a civil action
in court against an insurer that en-
gages in unfair practices, regardless
of whether the insurer does it with
enough frequency as to indicate a

general business practice.
The bill is intended to incorporate

into law certain aspects of New
Jersey’s current case law, which rec-
ognizes private causes of action in
first-party and third-party claims re-
garding the bad faith actions of insur-
ance companies which result in harm
to their insureds.

The bill, which was introduced on
January 13,  has been assigned to the
Senate Commerce Committee.

House OK’s Lance Bill
to Renew Preemie Law

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th) said biparti-
san legislation he co-authored has
won unanimous approval by the full
House of Representatives. The mea-
sure would renew a 2006 law to
provide important continued re-
search, education and intervention
in the national effort to reduce
preterm births.

In a speech on the floor of the U.S.
House, Rep. Lance said, “Our nation’s
prematurity rate is one of the highest
in the world and is the leading cause
of newborn death in the United States.
Infants born just a few weeks too
soon can face serious health chal-
lenges and are at risk for life-long
health and learning disabilities. In
addition to its human toll, prematu-
rity costs our economy at least $26
billion per year.”

This legislation would help re-
duce preterm birth, prevent new-
born death and disability caused by
premature birth and expand research
into the causes of preterm birth. It
also would promote the develop-
ment, availability and uses of evi-
dence-based standards of care for
pregnant women.

This legislation is supported by
the March of Dimes Foundation, the
American Academy of Pediatrics, the
American Congress of Obstetricians
and Gynecologists, the Association
of Women’s Health, and Obstetric
and Neonatal Nurses.

This year in the U.S., approxi-
mately 28,000 babies will die before
their first birthday, 36 percent of
those from pre-term birth complica-
tions.

The measure now awaits action in
the United States Senate before go-
ing to President Barack Obama.
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