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Accidents

Clerk Reports $6 Mil. Hike
In Revenue From Recordings
COUNTY –  Union County prop-

erty recordings increased 2.5 percent
and revenues derived from property
recordings increased about $6 mil-
lion or 30 percent over 2011 to $28
million. Pre-foreclosures, which were
under restriction until mid 2011 due
to a court moratorium, increased to 1,
500, according to the 2012 annual
report released by Union County
Clerk Joanne Rajoppi.

Revenue derived from property
recordings remained constant from
2009 at $22 million for 2010. The
clerk’s office recorded $45.3 million
in total revenue in 2007 and $38.5
million in 2008 before plummeting
to $23.2 million in 2009.

Superstorm Sandy, which occurred
several days prior to the November
General Election, “impacted severely
on the conduct of the election due to
loss of electricity, displacement of
people from their homes, road clo-
sures, severe disruption of mail de-
livery and other unforeseen situa-
tions,” according to the  report.

The Clerk’s Office continued its
tradition of Saturday hours for those
seeking Vote-By-Mail Ballots and
also opened its offices on Sunday.
More than 3,200 people were as-
sisted with ballots in the four days
prior to the election.

Elections
Four elections were held in 2012 in

Union County: the Primary Election
in June, special school elections in
Westfield in September and again in
December, and the General Election
in November. There were several pe-
tition challenges in the Primary Elec-
tion and the county clerk conducted a
summary hearing in one challenge in
Elizabeth, which went to court where
her decision was upheld thereby re-
moving candidates from the Demo-
crats from Change ticket in the Pri-
mary Election race for three seats on
the county freeholder board.

A major change to the 2012 Elec-
tion cycle year was the merger of the
School Board Election, traditionally
held in April, into the November
General Election. Concurrently, the
clerk’s office became the acceptance
agent for nominating petitions for the
school board and designed the non-
partisan ballot to appear with the
regular General Election ballot.

Additionally, county clerk staff
worked 24/7 to accommodate those
“displaced” voters from Hurricane
Sandy who were allowed to vote by
e-mail or fax. The staff assisted more
that 1,600 voters with e-mail/fax bal-
lots processing in a four-day period.

Business Office
The Clerk’s satellite Business Of-

fice in Westfield, which opened in
April 2010, continued to expand its
functions with filing of veteran dis-
charge papers and issuance of Vet-
eran Photo ID’s. Along with Veteran
cards, the office now is able to pro-
cess notary publics, file Inheritance
tax waivers, issue trade name certifi-
cates, and process Passport, Passport

Cards and photographs.
Recording

The Union County Homeless Trust
Fund, initiated by the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders in May
2010, continued to provide for the
collection of a $3 surcharge for all
recorded documents in the clerks’
Office. The funds were turned over to
the county for assistance to the home-
less. A total of $162,000 was col-
lected for 2012 bringing the accumu-
lated total to more than $550,000
since the funds’ inception.

As part of a long-range plan, the
clerk’s Recording Division began
placing Inheritance tax waivers from
1996 to 2012 on the clerk’s property
website, bringing a total of 23 docu-
ment types to the site. Indexing and
scanning of the waivers was con-
ducted in-house by staff, saving costs.

The imaging and e-filing functions
of the office were re-certified by the
New Jersey Division of Archives and
Records Management during the year.
The electronic scanning initiative,
begun in 2007, increased its volume
for its e-filing customer base. A total
of 54.9 percent of all discharge and
assignment recordings were received
through e-filing in 2012.

The scanning of recorded docu-
ments to the property-search data-
base continued with the placement of
inheritance tax waivers from 1996 to
2012 on the website. There is a total
of 23 document types on the site.

The county clerk’s property website,
a search engine for recorded docu-
ments, is available from 1977 to present
for title companies, banks, clients and
other interested parties. More than
850,000 customers accessed property
records on-line in 2012.

2013 Initiatives
Recording

A major initiative in 2013 will be
the expansion of the current’ e-filing
recording system to include more
property documents. Currently, dis-
charge and assignment documents
are received through e-filing. A sec-
ond initiative is the upgrading of the
mainframe infrastructure which will
allow the office to expand the data-
base for at least another seven years.
The upgrade will be compliant with
all state retention and disaster recov-
ery requirements.

Business Office
A project to complete the inherit-

ance tax waivers scanning back to
1977 will be completed this year. In
addition, construction liens and phy-
sician liens will be put on the website
completing the document types to be
accessed by the public. In addition,
the integration of the business office
and recording accounting systems
will be completed in 2013.

Elections
The office will inaugurate a dedi-

cated e-mail address for voters to
access voting information. In addi-
tion, all sample ballots will provide
web information beginning in 2013
for easy access to voters.

FW Appointments Told
FANWOOD  –  The Fanwood Bor-

ough Council made the following
appointments at its reorganization
meeting on January 1.

Borough Officials for 2013: Ad-
ministrator, Eleanor McGovern; Bor-
ough Prosecutor, Daniel Antonelli;
Public Defender, Michael Doran;
Purchasing Agent, Pat Hoynes;
Deputy Court Administrator, Donna
Zucker; Official Tax Searcher, Col-
leen Huehn; Senior Citizens Coordi-
nator, Paulette Drogan; Recycling
Coordinator, Clinton Dicksen; Zon-
ing Official and Administrative Of-
ficer, Raymond Sullivan.

Fanwood School Crossing Guards:
Edward Frame, Alan Krey, Consuelo
Mruczinski, Julia Pohlman, and
Leroy Pohlman; Substitutes: Winchell
Alce, Karl Grossman, and Donna
Grant.

Planning Board (four-year term):
Dennis Sherry, Matthew Juckes,
Elizabeth Hogan, Teresa Seefeldt,
Daniel Zucker (alternate), Mike
Bonaccolto (alternate), and William
Lee (mayor’s designee).

Shade Tree Commission (five-year
term): Steve Falco and Thomas
Plante; Environmental Commission
(three-year term): Sandra Redder,
Adele Kenny, Eric Gaulin (alternate)
and Karen Diaz (alternate).

Borough Council Liaison to Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education,
Councilman Daniel Levine.

Shared Services Coordinating
Council (Fanwood, Scotch Plains,
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education): Mayor Colleen Mahr;
Councilwoman Katherine Mitchell,
Councilman Russell Huegel, and
Borough Administrator Eleanor
McGovern.

Shared Services Joint Police De-
partment: Mayor Colleen Mahr, Bor-
ough Attorney Dennis Estis, Coun-
cilman Russell Huegel, attorney Allan
Roth, and Chief Financial Officer
Frederick Tomkins.

Union County Community Devel-
opment Revenue Sharing Commit-
tee: Mayor Colleen Mahr, Borough
Administrator Eleanor McGovern,
Councilwoman Katherine Mitchell
(council’s representative), and
Paulette Drogan (council’s alternate
representative).

Union County Transportation Ad-
visory Committee: Councilman Jack
Molenaar (mayor’s representative);
Raritan Valley Rail Coalition: Coun-
cilman Jack Molenaar; Union County
Air Traffic And Noise Advisory
Board, Lynn Brown; Union County

Cultural And Heritage Programs
Advisory Board, Adele Kenny and
Tom Plante (alternate); Solid Waste
Advisory Council, Clinton Dicksen
(representative).

Cultural Arts Council: Council-
woman Katherine Mitchell (council
liaison); Adele Kenny (director), Alex
Pinto, Tom Plante (asst. director),
David Blechinger, Gary Szelc,
George Weiss, Linda Radice, Robert
Rosenbloom, Catherine Anderson,
and Carole Oakes.

Communications/Fanwoodian/TV
35/Website Committee: Michael
Szuch (council liaison); TV 35 Com-
mittee: George Weiss, Jim Grover,
and Michael Lewis; Communications
Committee: Joan Feller, Rosemarie
McCallion, Brian Horton, Sherman
Feller, Recreation Director Bob
Budiansky, Lynn Vlasaty,  Pat
Hoynes, Laura DeGennaro, and
Debbie Billington.

Fanwood Sustainable N.J. Green
Team: Steve Falco, Harold Clark,
Recreation Director Bob Budiansky,
Public Works Director Clint Dicksen,
Vincent Dionisio, Kalpana Kirshna
Kumar, Laura Frederico, Sandy Red-
der, Councilman Kevin Boris, Judy
Nelson, Allison Speck and Dean
Talcott.

Standing Borough Council Com-
mittees: Administration And Finance:
Anthony Parenti, chairman; Daniel
Levine and Kevin Boris; Public
Safety: Katherine Mitchell, police,
chair; Russell Huegel, rescue squad,
and Kevin Boris, fire; Public Works
Committee: Russell Huegel, chair;
Jack Molenaar and Anthony Parenti;
Land Use and Historic Preservation:
Jack Molenaar, chair; Daniel Levine
and Katherine Mitchell; Recreation
And Community Services: Kevin
Boris, chair; Jack Molenaar and
Russell Huegel; Health And Senior
Services: Daniel Levine, chair;
Katherine Mitchell and Anthony
Parenti.

Board of Health (four-year term):
Kathleen Thomas, Robert Stovall, and
Anthony Principe.

Historic Preservation Commission
(four-year term): Joan Feller, Bar-
bara Lea Couphos, Jason Benedict
(alternate), and Edward Groskinsky
(honorary lifetime member.

Recreation Commission (five-year
term): Mike Szuch, Tracy Fletcher,
and Jeremy Davis (alternate).

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Bill Would Require Mental
Screenings for Gun Applicants
Assemblyman Joe Cryan (D-20,

Union), an undersheriff with the
Union County Sheriff’s Department,
has introduced legislation to ensure
the mental stability of anyone autho-
rized to purchase a firearm in New
Jersey.

The bill (A-3667) would require
anyone applying for a firearms pur-
chaser identification card or a permit
to purchase a handgun to pass a men-
tal health screening administered by
a medical doctor or licensed psychia-
trist in New Jersey.

Under the bill, the mental health
screening would be developed by the
Superintendent of the State Police in
consultation with the Commissioner
of Human Services.

“If law enforcement officers are
required to undergo psychological
testing in order to carry a firearm and
hold their position, why shouldn’t
civilians as well? I think you would
be hard pressed to find any mass
shooting where mental illness did not
play a factor. This is a common-sense
move that is long overdue in my
opinion,” Asm. Cryan said.

Lautenberg Co-Sponsors
Assault Weapons Ban Bill

U.S. Senator Frank Lautenberg (D-
N.J.) is joining U.S. Senator Dianne
Feinstein (D-Calf.) in co-sponsoring
a renewal of the assault weapons ban.
Rep. Carolyn McCarthy (D-N.Y.),
whose son was seriously injured and
husband killed by a gunman aboard a
Long Island Railroad commuter train
in the 1990s, is introducing the bill in
the House of Representatives.

“I’ve no doubt the NRA (National
Rifle Association) and their allies will
put up a huge fight – they always do
– but I’m not afraid of them,” Sen.
Lautenberg said in an e-mail letter
distributed on January 10. “I’ve had
enough of this senseless killing, and
the senseless arguments against do-

ing anything about it.”
NRA ‘Disappointed’ by

Meeting With Biden
The four-million-member National

Rifle Association (NRA) attended last
Thursday’s White House meeting with
Vice-President Joseph Biden follow-
ing the Newtown, Conn. mass shoot-
ing deaths of 26, including 20 children.

“We were disappointed with how
little this meeting had to do with
keeping our children safe and how
much it had to do with an agenda to
attack the Second Amendment,” ac-
cording to an NRA statement e-mailed
to this newspaper. “While claiming
that no policy proposals would be
‘prejudged,’ this (White House) Task
Force spent most of its time on pro-
posed restrictions on lawful firearms
owners – honest, taxpaying,
hardworking Americans….

“We will not allow law-abiding
gun owners to be blamed for the acts
of criminals and madmen. Instead,
we will now take our commitment
and meaningful contributions to
members of Congress of both parties
who are interested in having an hon-
est conversation about what works –
and what does not.”

Cory Booker Files With
FEC for U.S. Senate

Newark Mayor Cory Booker has
filed paperwork with the Federal Elec-
tion Commission (FEC) for his can-
didacy in 2014 for the United States
Senate seat currently occupied by
Senator Frank Lautenberg (D-N.J.),
88. According to published reports,
Rep. Frank Pallone (D-6th), of Long
Branch, also has indicated his inter-
ested in the Senate, but has not filed
with the FEC. According to the FEC
website, Rep. Pallone filed paper-
work for the U.S. Senate in 2005, but
later endorsed current Senator Rob-
ert Menendez (D-N.J.)

News reports say Sen. Lautenberg
has yet to announce whether he will
seek reelection.
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Colleges Would Be Notified Of Stud.
Crim. Records Under Legislation

TRENTON – An Assembly com-
mittee on Monday approved legisla-
tion sponsored to authorize law en-
forcement agencies to inform public
and independent institutions of higher
education when a student is charged or
convicted of certain criminal offenses.

The bill (A-3173) would provide
that at the time of a criminal charge or
conviction of any student enrolled in
a public or independent institution of
higher education in the state, the law
enforcement or prosecuting agency
may provide written notice to the
president of the institution of the
student’s identity, the offense charged
and the conviction, if the offense con-
stitutes a crime and the offense such

as resulting in death or serious bodily
injury or involved an attempt or con-
spiracy to cause death or serious bodily
injury, unlawful use or possession of a
firearm or other weapon, involved the
unlawful manufacture, distribution or
possession with intent to distribute a
controlled dangerous substance or con-
trolled substance analog, if the perso
was committed with a purpose to in-
timidate an individual or group of
individuals because of race, color, re-
ligion, sexual orientation or ethnicity.

The Assembly Higher Education
Committee released the measure and
it now heads to the desk of Assembly
Speaker Sheila Oliver (D-34, East
Orange) for further consideration.
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