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Is Property Tax Appeal
Right Move For You?

SCOTCH PLAINS - Home values
have dropped. Shouldn’t your prop-
erty taxes? Is a property tax appeal
right for you?

As the real estate market depreci-
ated over the last few
years, chances are that
your property taxes did
not likewise decrease.
As a taxpayer, you have
the right to appeal your
property tax assessment
and reduce your taxes.
A taxpayer considering
an appeal should un-
derstand that he/she
must prove that his/her
assessed value is legally
“unreasonable.” With a
successful tax appeal,
your lowered tax as-
sessment will be frozen
for three years, which
can amount to a con-
siderable amount of savings.

The best way to succeed in appeal-
ing your taxes is to present your claim
through an expert tax and legal advi-
sor with local knowledge. James M.
Foerst, Esq. is the principal of Spector

Foerst & Associates and has been
assisting families with real estate and
tax issues for more than a decade in
our local community. Mr. Foerst
brings with him his experience with

local government, a
knowledge of the mu-
nicipal budget process
and a record of success
in reducing property
taxes for his clients.

SAVE MONEY!
Make the sale of your
home more attractive.
Reduce the long-term
expenses associated
with your home . . . All
with lowered taxes.

Tax appeals must be
filed by April 1. For
more information
about tax appeals, visit
www.spectorfoerst.com
or get started with a

free consultation and review by call-
ing James M. Foerst at (973) 258-
9200.
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SUPERSTORM SANDY...Long Beach Island was hard-hit by Superstorm Sandy. These homes in Holgate, as well as numerous others, are condemned and will have
to be razed.

Library Autism Collection
Honors Monica Reiss

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Me-
morial Library is honoring the
memory of a local resident with its
recently unveiled Monica Reiss Au-
tism Resources Collection. Ms.
Reiss died in a tragic accident on
November 2, 2011 when she was
struck by a car on Midway Avenue.

Thanks to contributions made in
her name, the library was able to
significantly increase its holdings
of autism-related resources and to
purchase a sign to highlight the
collection. This permanent collec-
tion addresses the needs of the com-
munity in response to the growing
and persistent needs and challenges
faced by those with Autism Spec-
trum Disorder and their families.

Ms. Reiss lived in Fanwood for
25 years and was the director of
corporate and foundation giving for
Autism Speaks (autismspeaks.org),
a charity based in New York City.
She was responsible for writing
grant applications and for the
charity’s fund-raising efforts and
was an avid supporter of its efforts
on behalf of children and other in-
dividuals and families struggling
with autism.

The Fanwood Memorial Library
is grateful that the Reiss family
directed donations to the library,
according to Fanwood Memorial
Library Director Dan Weiss, espe-
cially since Ms. Reiss’ job and pas-
sion fit so perfectly with the library’s
ongoing efforts to raise autism
awareness with a program called
Libraries and Autism: We’re Con-
nected (librariesandautism.org), de-
veloped cooperatively with the
Scotch Plains Public Library.

This award-winning project, be-

gun in 2008, produced a customer
service training video and website
to help library staff serve individu-
als with autism and their families
more effectively. It helps librarians
focus on what they need to know
about autism and delivers specific
techniques to offer more inclusive
and effective service to this popula-
tion.

Mr. Weiss and Meg Kolaya, di-
rector of the Scotch Plains Public
Library, who are responsible for
the Libraries and Autism initiative,
continue their work on a national
level to help raise autism awareness
and to provide library staff with
strategies that enable them to pro-
vide excellent and inclusive service
to individuals with autism spectrum
disorder and to their families at the
library. The program has reached
an international audience as well,
with outreach in Australia, Ghana,
Belgium, Korea and Canada.

The public is invited to visit the
Fanwood Memorial Library, located
at North Avenue and Tillotson Road,
to see and make use of the Monica
Reiss Autism Resources Collection.
For more information, contact Mr.
Weiss at (908) 322-6400 or
dweiss@fanwoodlibrary.org.

Fanwood Swears in
Molenaar, Levine at Re-Org.

By CATHERINE WATSON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD –Along with the new
year, Fanwood citizens welcomed two
newly elected council members, Jack
Molenaar and Dan Levine – along
with other 2013 appointees and reso-
lutions – at the annual borough reor-
ganization meeting on January 1.

Assemblywoman Linda Stender
(D-22, Scotch Plains) swore in Mr.
Molenaar and Mr. Levine. Mr.
Molenaar is serving his second term
on Fanwood’s council, six years after
his first. Mr. Levine begins his first
term this year.

Rep. Rush Holt (D-12) was slated
to speak, but had to stay in Washing-
ton, D.C. to vote on legislation to
avert the fiscal cliff. His Director of
Outreach, Matt Hall, said that, after
recent redistricting, Mr. Holt looks
forward to representing Fanwood in
2013.

Union County Freeholder
Alexander Mirabella took the po-
dium to praise Fanwood’s commu-
nication during Hurricane Sandy.
“The freeholders had an opportu-
nity to work with 20 other
municipalities…Fanwood was
among if not the very best,” he said.

Mayor Colleen Mahr agreed, but
said that Fanwood can still improve
and will instate Facebook and Twit-
ter accounts this year.

She also announced a joint com-
munications initiative with Scotch
Plains to develop an emergency ra-
dio station. Beginning in spring or
summer of 2013, AM 530 will
broadcast current local conditions
to keep citizens informed when
other media are unavailable.

Councilman Russ Huegel was re-
appointed as council president. He
will help to shape the agenda and
will lead council meetings if Mayor
Mahr is absent.

Mayor Mahr swore in Public De-
fender Michael Doran, Board of
Health appointees Kathleen Tho-
mas and Robert Stovall, and His-
toric Preservation Committee mem-
bers Joan Feller and Jason Benedict.

Councilwoman Katherine
Mitchell was elected as representa-
tive for the Union County Revenue
Sharing Committee, which over-
sees grant applications for federal
money distributed by the county.

Fanwood’s Rescue Squad and
Volunteer Fire Company members
took oaths for 2013. Mayor Mahr
thanked both groups, especially for
their efforts during Hurricane
Sandy.

Multiple resolutions carried
unanimously, including approval by
the governing body to retain ser-
vices by Rogut McCarthy, LLC, a
vote from which Councilman An-
thony Parenti abstained.

Many council members men-
tioned upcoming financial cross-
roads. Mayor Mahr called revenue
“the biggest challenge,” because of
state policies such as the 2-percent
cap on new taxes. She faulted the
state for keeping energy gross re-
ceipts from utilities that operate in
town and for introducing laws that
“shift more burden onto the local
level without contributing accom-

panying resources.”
The mayor noted that the council

can only affect 20 percent of resi-
dents’ property taxes, but promised
to seek innovative shared-service
opportunities. She credited
Fanwood for being the first town to
transfer emergency dispatch ser-
vices to Union County; a move that
she says has saved close to a quarter
of a million dollars.

By March, Mayor Mahr intends
to unveil details about merging the
Fanwood and Scotch Plains police
departments. “With the newly
elected mayor in Scotch Plains,
Kevin Glover…we have someone
now who fully understands that
Fanwood is an equal partner in this
endeavor,” she said.

Regarding redevelopment, the
mayor expects progress on the
former Livingston-Wilbor and Sov-
ereign Bank sites. She announced
Mara’s Eatery and Bakery would
be the incoming tenant for the new
building at South and Martine Av-
enues.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

INVITATION TO BID

Invitations are extended to qualified Bid-
ders to bid for the following Project:

2013 USER – FEE BASED
SPRING RESIDENTIAL CLEANUP

PROGRAM

Bids will be accepted only by mail or in
person to the Office of the Township Clerk,
Scotch Plains Municipal Building, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076
(attn: Bozena Lacina, Township Clerk) until,
Tuesday, January 29, 2013 at 10:00 a.m.

The Township of Scotch Plains (herein-
after “Township”) shall not be responsible
for any bid mailed which is lost in transit or
delivered late by the Postal Service.  At the
above time, the bids will be publicly opened
and read aloud.  All bids must be pre-
sented in sealed envelopes, which are
clearly marked, “USER FEE BASED RESI-
DENTIAL CLEANUP PROGRAM” 430
Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey
07076.  No bid will be received after the
time and date specified.

After receipt of bids, no bid may be
withdrawn within (60) days after the date of
the bid opening except if provided for
herein. The bid of any bidder who con-
sents to an extension may be held for
consideration for a longer period of time as
may be agreed upon between bidder and
the Township.

All bids must be on the bid forms pro-
vided by the Township of Scotch Plains in
the bid package. Specification and bid
forms may be obtained at the Municipal
Clerks Office, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch
Plains or the Office of Public Property,
2445 Plainfield Avenue, Scotch Plains,
between the hours of 9:00 am and 3:00
pm, Monday through Friday and purchased
for a $50.00 non-refundable fee.

Bid proposals and all required docu-
ments must be completed and submitted
by the date as set forth above. All docu-
ments in the enclosed bid package must
accompany the bid proposal.

In addition to the above documents, a
certified check, cashier’s check or bid bond
issued by a responsible bank, trust com-
pany or insurance company, payable to
the Township of Scotch Plains shall be
submitted with each bid as a guaranty that
if a contract is awarded the bidder shall
execute said contract. The bid security
shall be in the amount of ($500.00) Five
Hundred Dollars.

All bid security, except the bid security of
the three apparent lowest responsible bid-
ders shall, if requested in writing, be re-
turned after ten days (10) from the opening
of the bids (Sundays and Holidays ex-
cepted) and the bids of such bidders shall
be considered withdrawn.

The successful Bidder shall be required
to submit a Performance Bond in an amount
equal to one hundred percent (100%) of
the amount of the accepted bid at the time
of contract execution. A Consent of Surety

PUBLIC NOTICE

regarding bonds required by the Contract
Documents shall also be submitted with
the bid. Sureties shall be licensed and/or
authorized to transact business in the state
of New Jersey and be acceptable to the
Authority. The term of the contract shall be
for a period commencing  June 3, 2013 to
June 30, 2013 with an option to renew for
one addition period at the sole discretion of
the Township.

The Township reserves the right to re-
ject any or all bids, and to waive immaterial
informalities or to accept any bid which, in
the opinion of the Township of Scotch
Plains, will be in the best interest of the
Township all in accordance with the New
Jersey Local Public Contracts Law N.J.S.A.
40A:11-1 et seq. The Township shall award
the bid to the bidders which, in the
Township’s sole discretion, best serves,
the interest of the Township.

The Township also reserves the right to
reject any and all bids if sufficient funds are
not available and/or appropriated. The
Township also reserves the right to not
utilize these services if they are not neces-
sary.

The selected Bidders, will, within seven
days (7) of award of the bid, enter into an
appropriate contract with the Township.

All bidders must comply with P.L. 1975,
Chapter 127 entitled “An Act Relating to
Affirmative Action in Relation to discrimi-
nation in connections with Certain Public
Contracts and supplementing the Law
Against Discrimination approved April 16,
1945 (P.L. 1945, Chapter 169)” N.J.A.C.
17:27, as amended from time to time, and
the Americans With Disability Act.

All bidders are required to comply with
the requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et
seq. and N.J.A.C. 17:27.

All bidders must be registered with the
New Jersey Department of Labor to en-
gage in public work as defined in the re-
quirements listed under N.J.S.A. 34:11-
5661 through  56.55, as well as N.J.A.C.
12:62-1.1 and must submit a Business
Registration Certificate with the Bid Docu-
ments.

Where applicable, prevailing wage rate
shall be paid to all workers on the job as per
N.J.A.C. 34:11-56,25 et seq.

All Bidders must submit, with their bid, a
copy of their and their contractors and sub-
contractors Business Registration Cer-
tificate, regardless of whether a Business
Registration Certificate may have previ-
ously been filed with the Township or De-
partment of Public Works in the past with a
prior bid. This requirement is MANDA-
TORY and a bid without a Business Reg-
istration Certificate enclosed MUST be
rejected.

BY ORDER OF THE TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS OF THE COUNTY OF
UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY
HENRY UNDERHILL,
TOWNSHIP MANAGER

BOZENA LACINA
TOWNSHIP CLERK

1 T - 1/17/13, The Times Fee: $116.28

able at spfmlkday.wildapricot.org/
.

Mrs. Mitchell also reported that
the Fanwood Memorial Library
would present a five-year plan at
the next council agenda meeting on
Tuesday, February 5. The plan will
include an initiative to develop a
new logo.

Newly sworn-in Councilman
Daniel Levine shared a public ser-
vice announcement from American
Water, informing the borough of
temporary changes to its water treat-
ment process during its annual pipe-
line maintenance program.

Borough water may taste heavily
chlorinated until February, but is
safe to drink. Mr. Levine said he
would look into ways to further
publicize this information.

Courage to Reconnect Scotch
Plains-Fanwood (CRSF) represen-
tative, Fred Lange, spoke during
the public portion of the meeting.
He said that CRSF has elected its
four commissioners for the upcom-
ing consolidation study. He called
on Fanwood to select the two mem-
bers that it must contribute to the
commission as soon as possible.

Karen Paardecamp, president of
the Fanwood Community Founda-
tion (FCF), announced that the FCF
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Fanwood Council
is more than 10 years old this year,
and asked the council to support a
publicity campaign to raise aware-
ness on the group’s behalf so that,
“the one philanthropic organization
in Fanwood that is for Fanwood
gets noticed,” she said.

Council President Russell Huegel
reported that Christmas tree pickup
is continuing in Fanwood. He also
mentioned that the rescue squad
and fire department would have
their annual dinner at Berkeley
Plaza at 6:30 p.m. this Saturday,
January 19.

Borough Engineer Dominic
Carrino gave a report on the
Glenwood Road drainage project
and Forest Road park improvement
project. Both are or will soon be up
for bidding.

The council promised resident Joe
Nagy that it would send a lawyer
and a public works official to check
up on property maintenance of the
former site of The Chippery restau-
rant at 401 South Avenue.

Mr. Huegel closed the meeting
with hopes that HR 152 would pass
in Congress. The aid package pro-
vides federal money to victims of
Hurricane Sandy. As of press time,
it had been passed in the House of
Representatives.

serving. He also lamented the loss
of “continuity,” adding “wholesale
change” in the professional staff
“creates a vacuum.” While new per-
sonnel “might bring new ideas and
fresh ideas, we’re also taking away
the known history of the town and
the town’s business.”

Mayor Kevin Glover noted that
those being appointed had first gone
through an interview process, and
that the five council members had
unanimously selected the appointees.

“I believe we will be well served
by these firms,” he said.

Deputy Mayor Colleen Gialanella
said that while she understood Mr.
Vastine’s concerns, she believed
“we made an excellent selection”
regarding the new appointees.

In other business, Township Man-
ager Henry Underhill said that New
Jersey American Water Co. would
replace a 16-foot section of pipe in
the Portland Avenue neighborhood
where a water main burst last sum-
mer. Inspections of the pipeline in
the aftermath of that event revealed
an additional segment of the pipe to
be “substandard,” Mr. Underhill told
the council. The water company
will be working for five consecu-
tive days, 24 hours a day, to replace
the affected pipe. Residents will be
informed via flyers and the
township’s reverse 9-1-1 system
about the timing of the project. Mr.
Underhill also said the leaf and
Superstorm Sandy debris pickup

has been completed and the public
works department is now starting
its Christmas tree collection.

Assemblywoman Linda Stender
(D-22, Scotch Plains) was in atten-
dance at the meeting to ceremoni-
ally swear in Councilman Louis
Beckerman, who was appointed and
informally sworn into office last
week to fill the seat vacated by
Mayor Glover. Mr. Beckerman an-
nounced that he has resigned as
chairman of the township Demo-
cratic Party, which he headed since
2009, and that Mrs. Stender had
taken the helm.

Mr. Beckerman also announced
that the township’s Martin Luther
King Jr. service will be held on
Sunday, January 20, at St. John’s
Baptist Church at 7 p.m. On Mon-
day, residents are encouraged to
take part in a variety of volunteer
activities, with information and reg-
istration available at
spfmlkday.com.

In other business, the council ap-
proved a resolution authorizing a
$14,740 payment to Union County
for last year’s leaf disposal pro-
gram, another awarding a contract
not to exceed $88,500 to Caffrey
Tree and Landscaping for 2013 tree
service, another awarding a
$149,735 contract to Giordano Co.
for this year’s recycling program
and a fourth awarding a $90,000
contract to S. Rotondi & Sons for
vegetative waste disposal.
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Scotch Plains Council

Flood and himself—to Mrs.
Coronato’s four votes—from Mr.
Strauss, Mr. Fawcett,  Robert
LaCosta and herself.

Mrs. Flood then nominated Mr.
Graziano, who was appointed last
week to a three-year term on the
board, to serve as vice-chairman,
with Mayor Glover seconding. Mrs.
Coronato, citing his experience,
nominated Mr. Strauss, with Mr.
Fawcett seconding. The votes in the
5-to-4 selection of Mr. Graziano as
vice-chairman were identical to the
votes for chairman.

The board is still considering can-
didates to serve as attorney, con-
sulting planner and consulting en-
gineer. Appointees to the planning
board’s various subcommittees
were also held off, with Board Sec-
retary Barbara Horev being asked
to compile a list describing the back-
ground and role of each of the com-
mittees that are appointed by the
chairman.

Besides Mr. Thompson and Mr.
Graziano, Mr. Glover, Mr.

Beckerman, Mr. LaCosta, Mrs.
Flood and former mayor Geri
Samuel were sworn in as members
of the board. Several long-time
members—Maria Sartor, a mem-
ber since 1990; Joseph Doyle, a 16-
year veteran, and Michael
Michalisin, a member since 2004—
were not reappointed to the board.

In other business at Monday’s
reorganization meeting, the board
announced its plans to look into
some concerns that have been raised
about the 10-home subdivision be-
ing built on Hidden Meadow Drive,
located off Morse Avenue. The de-
velopers, their engineers, affected
neighbors and township assistant
engineer Joseph Timko are expected
to meet with the board to talk about
the unspecified issues. One of those
neighbors, Mr. Fawcett, whose
home abuts the Hidden Meadows
development, said he believed the
homes were being situated higher
than originally planned and that the
builder also had constructed an ille-
gal retaining wall.
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SP Planning Bd. Re-Org.

in addition to high-capacity weap-
ons, armor piercing ammunition that
can pierce armor worn by police of-
ficers is available for purchase. “It
doesn’t make sense,” Sheriff
Froehlich said.

Michael Pohle, whose son was
killed in the mass shooting at Vir-
ginia Tech University in 2007, called
out Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th), his
Congressman, as being “silent” on
the issue of gun violence other than
to post “an occasional note on his
website saying he is ‘open to the
discussion.’

“He is a coward,” Mr. Pohle said.
“This (issue) demands action. We
should not allow 50 percent of our
guns to be sold free and clear so that
somebody can go back, rearm them-
selves” while also reselling other
weapons.

“My son’s head was nearly blown
off. Enough is enough,” Mr. Pohle
said.

Also attending Monday’s press
conference were: Scotch Plains
Mayor Kevin Glover, New Provi-
dence Mayor Brooke Hern, Union
Mayor Clifton People, Elizabeth
Mayor Chris Bollwage, Plainfield
Mayor Sharon Robinson-Briggs and
Westfield Councilwoman Jo Ann
Neylan, as well as mayors from Ab-
erdeen, Cherry Hill, Edison and
Maplewood, Washington Township
and Lake Como, state Senator Ray
Lesniak (D-20, Elizabeth), Assem-
blywoman Linda Stender (D-22,
Scotch Plains), Assemblywoman
Annette Quijano (D-20, Elizabeth)
and Cranford Township Committee-
men Ed O’Malley and Kevin
Campbell.

Mayors Against Illegal Guns also
has launched a website,
DemandAPlan.org.
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Mayors’ Gun
Coalition

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
Monday, January 21, 2013


