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Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FOCUS ON GUN VIOLENCE...Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, center, speaks at a press conference Monday in Cranford
by Mayors Against Illegal Guns to announce plans to lobby Congress for federal legislation aimed at ending gun violence.
Among those pictured in the front row are: New Providence Mayor J. Brooke Hern, Cranford Mayor Thomas H. Hannen,
Jr., Westfield Councilwoman Jo Ann Neylan and Roselle Mayor Jamel Holley.

Photo Courtesy of Daniel Sullivan
CELEBRATORY NIGHT…Members of the Scotch Plains Rescue Squad cel-
ebrate their organization’s 76th year of providing volunteer emergency medical
services to the community at the squad’s recent Installation of Officers Dinner.
The event, during which awards also were given, took place at Snuffy’s Pantagis
Restaurant in Scotch Plains. See story on page 6.

CF Board OKs Rebuilding
Of Fire Ravaged Home

By P. JUSTIN FAHEY
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — The township’s
zoning board of adjustment took up
a request for variances by the owner
of a home at 217 North Avenue,
West, which was destroyed by a four-
alarm fire last June.

The original Victorian home was
built in 1900 and is owned by Jeanette
Billson, who has lived there for 40
years. Her husband purchased the
home before they were married in
1950. Mrs. Billson lived there with
her three adult children. Since the fire
they have been renting an apartment.

The requested variance was for
height and the number of stories. The
Cranford town code allows for a
maximum height of 32 feet and a
maximum of two-and-a-half stories.
The plans for the new home called for
a height of 37 feet and three stories.

According to architect Hildie Lazar
of Lazar Architecture in Westfield
who represented Mrs. Billson, be-
fore the fire, the home had three sto-
ries and was 39 feet high. The third
floor was used as an office, a recre-
ation room and for storage. Ms. Lazar
pointed out how important this space
was due to the small lot size and
number of occupants. She said the
new proposal aimed to restore the
home as closely as possible to the
original structure.

The first floor of the proposed new
home would have a front entry area,
small living room, small dining room,
laundry room, full bathroom and a
new side entrance. Before the fire,
the home had a one-story room on the
rear of the house, which Ms. Lazar

described as probably having been
an addition. She noted that currently,
that portion of the home is not on a
solid foundation. The new home
would make use of this space by
adding a two-story addition. The first
story would be a bathroom while
above that would be a new master
bath. The rest of the second floor
would be an additional bathroom,
three bedrooms and small closets.

While the new home would be
higher than the code allows, it would
actually be two feet lower than the
original structure at 37 feet and while
the third floor would be half a story
above code, it would be matching the
three-story structure of the prior
house.

According to Ms. Lazar, Victorian
homes were designed from the “in-
side out,” meaning the exterior was
determined by whatever interior func-
tionality suited the owner. While no
two homes look exactly alike, they
do have general characteristics in-
cluding an ornate exterior with a
roof combining steep gables and a
conical shape. There was little
thought to the look of the exterior.

Ms. Lazar indicated that should
the new home be built to code, it
would lose many of its Victorian
characteristics and would not fit in
with the surrounding homes. These
homes were also built at the turn of
the century when codes were pre-
sumably different.

The board agreed and unani-
mously approved the plans. As to
Mrs. Billson’s feelings on the ap-
proval she said, “I just want to go
home.”

Mayors Push for Action By
Congress to End Gun Violence
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD – A group of 14 New
Jersey mayors and other officials,
including former Governor Jim Florio
and Union County Sheriff Ralph
Froehlich, announced plans at a Mon-
day press conference in Cranford for
what they defined as “common-
sense” gun laws following the
Newtown, Conn., mass shootings that
resulted in the deaths of 20 school
children and six adults last month.

Mayors Against Illegal Guns, a
coalition founded in 2006 by New
York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg

and Boston Mayor Thomas Mannino,
has 800 members representing both
political parties and claims 900,000
grass-roots supporters, Cranford
Mayor Thomas Hannen said.

Roselle Mayor Jamel Holley said
the mayors have three legislative pri-
orities: background gun checks, ban-
ning military-style weapons and high-
capacity magazines, and to create a
federal gun trafficking statute.

Mayor Hannen, who hosted the
press conference at the Cranford
Municipal Building, said, “It is time
for real action.” He said the mayors
need the “full cooperation” of New

Jersey’s Congressional delegation,
which they were heading to meet in
Washington, D.C. at press deadline
yesterday, January 16.

“Our message when we go to Wash-
ington is very simple: Pass sane gun
laws now. Weapons designed for the
battlefields have no place in Union
County, no place in New Jersey or
elsewhere,” Fanwood Mayor Colleen
Mahr said. As a mother, she said she
wants to be assured that federal law-
makers will put “public safety before
politics.” She said 80 percent of New
Jersey’s gun crimes are a result of
guns coming into New Jersey from
out of state such as from Georgia,
Florida and Virginia, with Interstate
95 among the major routes used to
transport the weapons.

She said criminals know that pur-
chasing assault weapons in these and
other states is “easier than getting
Sudafed - no paperwork, no ques-
tions asked.”

Gov. Florio said the coalition’s pro-
posal should be thought of as a “gun
violence prevention act.” “It has noth-
ing to do with the Second Amend-
ment, it’s about gun violence,” Gov.
Florio said. He said New Jersey has
the toughest assault weapons ban in
the nation, which was accomplished
in the early 1990s during his admin-
istration and which withstood a Re-
publican-led repeal of the ban that
Gov. Florio vetoed.

“Many legitimate sportsmen…are
embarrassed by the NRA (National
Rifle Association), whose answer to
gun violence is to say that we should
have more guns. That makes no
sense,” Mr. Florio said. He said the
“real motivation” by the NRA is prof-
its being made by gun manufacturers
and gun dealers.

Sheriff Froehlich said the shooter
in Connecticut had a clip that had a
capacity of 30 rounds of ammuni-
tion.

“I cannot understand people that
strive so much to develop and have
killing machines for people that
should not have those killing ma-
chines,” the sheriff said, noting that

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

LASTING LEGACY…The family of Monica Reiss recently came to the Fanwood
Memorial Library to commemorate the unveiling of the autism resources collec-
tion that honors her memory. Pictured, from left to right, are: Aleza Zimmerman,
Library Director Dan Weiss, Ruth Reiss, Library Trustee Katherine Balch, Bea
Reiss and David Reiss. See story on page 10.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MAKING IT OFFICIAL…Scotch Plains Councilman Louis Beckerman is cer-
emonially sworn into office on Tuesday by Assemblywoman Linda Stender (D-
22, Scotch Plains), right, as his wife, Ann, holds the Bible. Mr. Beckerman was
named to the council last week to fill a vacancy.

SP Council OKs New Attorney,
Engineer and Risk Manager

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The newly
Democratic-controlled township
council on Tuesday continued to
make key appointments for 2013,
including the municipal
government’s first female attorney.

At its business meeting, the coun-
cil appointed Judy Verrone of the
Decotis, Fitzpatrick and Cole law
firm in Teaneck as township attor-
ney, replacing Jeffrey Lehrer, who
had served in the position since
2010. The council also appointed
the firm of Remington, Vernick and
Vena Associates in Old Bridge as
township engineer and C-3 sanitary
sewer operator and North Ameri-
can Insurance Management Corp.

in Woodbridge as risk management
consultant. The firm of Rogut
McCarthy in Cranford was reap-
pointed as township bond counsel
for 2013.

The votes on these appointments
were 4-1, with the council’s lone
Republican member, William
Vastine, voting no in each case. He
explained his vote by expressing

his concern about the effects of
what he termed the “wholesale turn-
over” in the professionals serving
the municipal government. He said
that while all the firms and indi-
viduals being appointed were quali-
fied, they lacked the “history and
experience in Scotch Plains” that
Mr. Vastine felt was essential to

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Thompson to Head Planning
Board, Ousting Coronato

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Two new-
comers were chosen at the reorga-
nization meeting of the Scotch
Plains Planning Board on Monday
to lead the board this year, with
John Thompson being selected as
chairman and Michael Graziano
named vice-chairman.

Mr. Thompson, who was ap-
pointed last week to a three-year
term on the board, defeated Paulette
Coronato, who had served as chair-
woman for the previous four years.
Mrs. Coronato, a former Republi-
can member of the township coun-

cil, was nominated for a fifth term
at the helm by Jeffrey Strauss, a
former Democratic councilman
who cited her 17 years of experi-
ence on the board. Jim Fawcett sec-
onded her nomination. Democratic
mayor Kevin Glover then nomi-
nated Mr. Thompson, with Demo-
cratic Councilman Louis
Beckerman, who was named to the
governing body and the planning
board last week, seconding Mr.
Thompson’s nomination.

Mr. Thompson received five
votes—from Messrs. Glover,
Beckerman and Graziano, Theresa

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

FW Council Supports
Combating Gun Violence
By CATHERINE WATSON

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — At the Fanwood
Council’s regular meeting Tuesday
night, council members unanimously
pledged their full support for Mayors
Against Illegal Guns (MAIG), a coa-
lition of mayors committed to com-
batting gun violence with preventa-
tive measures.

Mayor Colleen Mahr joined may-
ors and elected officials from 74 other
New Jersey municipalities at a MAIG
press conference on Monday. Mayor
Mahr was to travel with the group to
Washington, D.C. yesterday at press
deadline to meet with federal law-
makers.

Councilman Anthony Parenti,
former Fanwood police chief and
president of the New Jersey State
Association of Chiefs of Police, com-
mented that, despite being a lifelong
member of the National Rifle Asso-
ciation (NRA), he approves MAIG’s
proposal of an upgraded ban on as-
sault weapons. “Assault weapons
were made for one thing,” he said,
“and that’s to fight wars.”

Councilwoman Katherine Mitchell
emphatically agreed with Mr.
Parenti’s assessment, saying, “If I
could second it with 10 exclamation
points, I would.”

She added that government also
must focus on mental health to pre-
vent violent shootings. She advocated
reducing the stigma of mental dis-
ease and demanding increased insur-
ance coverage for it.

Remembering a famous advocate
for non-violence, himself a gunman’s
victim, the council noted Fanwood’s
upcoming celebration of Dr. Martin
Luther King (MLK) Day on Mon-
day, January 21.

Highlighted as a “‘Day On’, not a
‘Day Off,’” the event presents mul-
tiple volunteer opportunities to
Fanwood residents, in honor of Dr.
King’s spirit of service.

Although students will take a half-
day, rather than the usual full MLK
holiday, due to Hurricane Sandy’s
effect on the holiday schedule, Mrs.
Mitchell said the event would still
take place and registration is avail-
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