
Page 10 Thursday, January 17, 2013 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES                        A Watchung Communications, Inc. Publication

Westfield Leader only

30 YEAR ANNIVERSARY
Karl Gerckens has been creating beautiful kitchens for 30 years

www.craftsmankarl.com • 522 Central Ave., Westfield • 908-377-6761 • email: craftsmankarl@verizon.net
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SUPERSTORM SANDY...Long Beach Island was hard-hit by Superstorm Sandy. These homes in Holgate, as well as numerous others, are condemned and will have to be razed.

CRASH...A Westfield police vehicle collided with an SUV on East Broad Street
in Westfield on Friday night. Car 43 where are you?

area residents 18 years old and older,
will take place in a four-part series,
likely to begin in March. The initial
classes to assist with shelter opera-
tions requires eight hours of training;
those willing to give a larger time
commitment and volunteer to be shel-
ter supervisors or shelter managers
would undergo additional training. For
more information on the training Mr.
Prasad said residents should call (908)
232-7090, ext. 2019.

During the public comments por-
tion of the regular meeting, Tony
DelDuca highlighted an article in The
Star-Ledger on property taxes and
praised the council for keeping the
municipal portion of the property tax
bill low, while continuing to have a
paid fire department, as well as recre-
ation and library services. According
to Mr. DelDuca, the Town of Westfield
is the second highest paying munici-
pality to Union County and that
Westfield pays the most to the board
of education out of all the towns in the
county.

Mr. DelDuca suggested that some

of the council members join the board
of freeholders and the school board to
reign in their budgets.

In other business, the council ap-
proved submission of grant applica-
tions to the New Jersey Department of
Transportation for road improvements
on Woodland Avenue from East Broad
Street to Kimball Avenue and for
Rahway Avenue from Grove Street to
West Broad Street.

The demolition of a home at 309
Sinclair Place was approved, along
with the demolition of a two-family
house and detached garage at 317 Elm
Street. The demolition of a house and
detached garage at 760 West Broad
Street was also approved by the coun-
cil; the property has been approved by
the planning board for a subdivision.

The council also approved a resolu-
tion to make final payment on the 2012
various road improvement projects to
Stilo Excavating. The total for the con-
tract was $119,424, down $52,309 from
the original contract price.

The council will meet again on Tues-
day, January 29 at 8 p.m.
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SANDY’S WRATH...The residence at 705 Lenape Trail in Westfield, above,
sustained irreparable damage from Superstom Sandy after a tree  fell on it.  It is
currently being demolished.

Michael Pohle, whose son was killed
in the mass shooting at Virginia Tech
University in 2007, called out Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th), his Congress-
man, as being “silent” on the issue of
gun violence other than to post “an
occasional note on his website saying
he is ‘open to the discussion.”

“He is a coward,” Mr. Pohle said.
“This (issue) demands action. We
should not allow 50 percent of our guns
to be sold free and clear so that some-
body can go back, rearm themselves”
while also reselling other weapons.“My
son’s head was nearly blown off.
Enough is enough,” Mr. Pohle said.

Also attending Monday’s press con-
ference were: Scotch Plains Mayor
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Mayors for Gun Control
Kevin Glover, New Providence Mayor
Brooke Hern, Union Mayor Clifton
People, Elizabeth Mayor Chris
Bollwage, Plainfield Mayor Sharon
Robinson-Briggs and Westfield Coun-
cilwoman Jo Ann Neylan, as well as
mayors from Aberdeen, Cherry Hill,
Edison, Maplewood, Washington
Township and Lake Como, state Sena-
tor Ray Lesniak (D-20, Elizabeth), As-
semblywoman Linda Stender (D-22,
Scotch Plains), Assemblywoman
Annette Quijano (D-20, Elizabeth) and
Cranford Township Committeemen Ed
O’Malley and Kevin Campbell.

Mayors Against Illegal Guns also
has launched a website,
DemandAPlan.org.

tionality suited the owner. While no
two homes look exactly alike, they
do have general characteristics, in-
cluding an ornate exterior with a roof
combining steep gables and a conical
shape. There was little thought to the
look of the exterior.

Ms. Lazar indicated that should
the new home be built to code, it
would lose many of its Victorian char-
acteristics and would not fit in with
the surrounding homes. These homes
were also built at the turn of the
century when codes were presum-
ably different.

The board agreed and unanimously
approved the plans. As to Mrs.
Billson’s feelings on the approval,
she said, “I just want to go home.”
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will be on the third level of the build-
ing, and measure 117 inches high and
7.6 feet across. It will match the North-
western Mutual sign already on the
building. Mr. Cerami, who also is a
client of Mr. Attenasio, refrained from
voting.

Red Realty LLC, UBS and Verizon,
109 North Avenue, West, sought the
board’s approval to mount several
signs on the building for purposes of
identification and advertising. Their
request to place a UBS logo on the
front of the building and in the back
of the building, to be seen by train
commuters, was denied. Their re-
quest to place a sign on the left side of
the building, which can be seen by
motorists on Central Avenue, was
approved. Mr. Heinbokel said the
application would have to be taken in
two parts.

The applicant also wanted to place
signage in the parking lot to desig-
nate spots for UBS clients. After
much discussion, it was decided that
Red Realty LLC, would have to come
back to the board on Wednesday,
February 13, with a balanced plan
for parking allotment and signage
for UBS and Verizon clients.

The board approved a proposal by
David and Sarann Wood of 250 Sen-
eca Place to construct a two-story
addition contrary to the town’s zon-
ing code. The town’s ordinance re-
quires a street side-yard setback on
a corner lot of 20 feet, where the
Woods’ application proposed 13.4
feet. The ordinance allows a building
height of 2.5 stories, where the appli-
cant has proposed three stories, and
the town code allows a maximum
continuous wall length of a side yard
of 25 feet, with the Woods proposing
26.92 feet.

In addition, the applicant has not
included a garage, whereas the ordi-
nance requires a minimum of a one-
car garage.

A neighbor, Robert Smith of Sen-
eca Place, told the board that the
Woods have beautified the neighbor-
hood. The Woods are adding a front
porch and maintaining the Dutch
Colonial style of the home.

The board also approved an appli-
cation by Eric and Lori Rockmore of
413 Benson Place to construct a two-
story addition contrary to the zoning

code, which requires both a c and d
bulk variances. The local ordinance
requires a maximum building cover-
age of building and aboveground
structures of 20 percent, or 1,384
square feet, where the Rockmores
proposed 20.5 percent, or 1,421
square feet. The ordinance also re-
quires a front-yard setback of 32.52
feet, where 30.69 feet is proposed,
and town code requires a side-yard
setback of 10 feet, where the appli-
cant proposed 9.9 feet.

The Rockmores changed their plans
by adding to the living room to in-
clude an entrance hallway with a half
wall leading to a hallway that leads to
the rear of the house where there is a
family room. The couple said they
wanted to move an existing fireplace
and chimney to make a new wider
stairwell to the basement. The sec-
ond-story addition will include an
enlarged bedroom.

The next meeting of the board of
adjustment will be a special meet-
ing on Wednesday, January 30, at
7:30 p.m. at the municipal build-
ing, 425 East Broad Street, to hear
an application for a business called
Kidville, 109 East Broad Street.

In addition, a special meeting has
been requested by Jim Flynn, attor-
ney for C.W.M.&P., 314 Myrtle Av-
enue and 321 Grove Street, which is
seeking to construct 16 dwelling units.
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a generator unit.
Ronald Romak, director of the

Public Works Department, was
present when the engineer’s inspec-
tion was conducted and addressed
the council on the scope of the
project. “The project is pretty com-
plex. It’s not simple. It sounds like
a lot of money, but when you look
at the infrastructure and the me-
chanical systems, it’s really quite a
complicated thing,” he said.

“The building was built many,
many years ago, and the first thing
we looked at was seeing, could you
get this thing repaired? The prob-
lem with it is, most people can’t
even work on it anymore because
the whole design is so antiquated,
and it’s integrated throughout the
building,” he added.

Mr. Romak further stated that the
system has multiple issues, which

cannot be easily addressed. “The
coil is leaking; they tried to epoxy it
over the years, the existing contrac-
tor. They’ve done a good job, but
you can only put so many fingers in
the dike before the whole thing be-
gins to fall apart, which is the point
that we’re at now,” he said.

The board questioned Mr. Romak
as to whether the cost of the design
for the HVAC unit seemed appro-
priate.

Mr. Romak responded, “Yes, be-
cause you need to integrate this
[new unit] into the furnace system,
because it’s not just an air-condi-
tioning unit. It supplies heat, too.
And the technology has changed.

“It requires a lot of redesign work,
a lot of engineering work. It’s pretty
involved…I’m not uncomfortable
with the kind of money we’re pro-
posing. It sounds expensive, but the
degree of complexity there is sig-
nificant.”

The borough intends to retain the
design until the project can com-
mence. No timetable for when that
would be was discussed. “We have
to be ready in case we do need to
have it replaced. It’s not going to be
an easy project,” stated Mayor
Mirabelli.

The next borough council meet-
ing open to the public is scheduled
for Tuesday, January 22, at 8 p.m.,
at Mountainside Borough Hall.
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Hannen Names Members
Of CF Emer. Mgmt. System

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD - Mayor Thomas
Hannen on Tuesday night announced
the appointments to the township’s
Emergency Management System.

  Police Chief Eric Mason and Fire
Chief Leonard Dolan were appointed
as deputy coordinators. Also ap-
pointed are: Mayor Thomas, public
safety commissioner; Kevin
Campbell, sanitarian; Moika
Koscova, Superintendent of schools
Gayle Carrick, Township Engineer
Richard Marsden, Public Works Co-
ordinator Steven Wardell, consultant
Robert D’Ambola, Construction
Code Official Richard Belluscio, TV
35 representative Edward Davenport,
citizen representative Margaret (Peg)
Pipchick, Ron Marotta, and support
team member Michael Beams.

During the public portion of the
meeting, a resident asked the com-
mittee to take a look at the municipal
building itself, and to polish, paint
and freshen it up so it would appeal-
ing to residents and visitors alike.
Mayor Hannen said the township
would consider the recommenda-
tion.

Resident Rita La Brutto questioned
the committee regarding the reap-
pointment of Judge Douglass
Wolfson, who presided at the
Birchwood site development plan
hearings. Township Attorney Dan

McCarthy said if he had been ap-
pointed as township attorney before
the site plan hearing he would not
have been allowed to take part in the
hearing, however, since the hearings
were over, it was perfectly all right.

Ms. LaBrutto asked about when
the court would make the final judg-
ment on the Birchwood matter. Mr.
McCarthy said there would be a court
session on the matter on February 6
at the Union County Courthouse in
Elizabeth. He said he did not expect
state Superior Court Judge Lisa
Chrystal to issue a final judgment
until mid-March. Mr. McCarthy said
at that time, if the final judgment is
not favorable to the township,
Cranford will appeal the decision.

Resident Liz Sweeny asked the
committee if the objections last week
to Judge Wolfson’s recommendations
concerning the Birchwood develop-
ment site plan hearings were filed in
time with the court. Mr. McCarthy
said the deadline for objections had
been extended due to the holidays.

The committee approved a resolu-
tion authorizing the township to ap-
ply to the state for a Community
Block Grant within the disaster Aid
Grant Program for reimbursement of
the restoration costs for the Cranford
Municipal Building and Police De-
partment Headquarters, which sus-
tained significant damage from Hur-
ricane Irene in 2011.

MLK Assoc. to Hold
Observance Monday
WESTFIELD – The Dr. Martin

Luther King, Jr. Association of
Westfield will observe its Twenty-
Sixth Annual Interfaith Commemo-
rative Service on Monday, January
21, at 1 p.m. at the First Congrega-
tional Church, located at 125 Elmer
Street in Westfield.

For the first time, the event will
feature a panel of speakers represent-
ing various parts of the Westfield
community, each of who will briefly
speak on this year’s theme, “Power of
Unity.” Panelists will include the
Reverend Ronald Allen, Superinten-
dent of Schools Margaret Dolan, Reid
Edles, Councilman David Haas,
Norward Harris and Rabbi Douglas
Sagal.

Marchers will assemble at the
Martin Luther King Monument on
the South Avenue Circle at 12:15
p.m. to proceed to First Congrega-
tional. The winners of the annual
essay, poetry and art contests will be
presented with their prizes during the
program in amounts up to $200.

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
Monday, January 21, 2013

SP Council OKs Attorney,
Engineer, Risk Manager

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — The newly
Democratic-controlled township
council on Tuesday continued to make
key appointments for 2013, includ-
ing the municipal government’s first
female attorney.

At its business meeting, the coun-
cil appointed Judy Verrone of the
Decotis, Fitzpatrick and Cole law firm
in Teaneck as township attorney, re-
placing Jeffrey Lehrer, who had
served in the position since 2010.
The council also appointed the firm
of Remington, Vernick and Vena As-
sociates in Old Bridge as township
engineer and C-3 sanitary sewer op-
erator and North American Insur-
ance Management Corp. in
Woodbridge as risk management con-
sultant. The firm of Rogut McCarthy
in Cranford was reappointed as town-
ship bond counsel for 2013.

The votes on these appointments
were 4-1, with the council’s lone Re-
publican member, William Vastine,
voting no in each case. He explained
his vote by expressing his concern
about the effects of what he termed
the “wholesale turnover” in the pro-
fessionals serving the municipal gov-
ernment. He said that while all the
firms and individuals being appointed
were qualified, they lacked the “his-
tory and experience in Scotch Plains”
that Mr. Vastine felt was essential to
serving. He also lamented the loss of
“continuity,” adding that “wholesale
change” in the professional staff
“creates a vacuum.” While new per-
sonnel “might bring new ideas and
fresh ideas, we’re also taking away
the known history of the town and
the town’s business.”

Mayor Kevin Glover noted that
those being appointed had first gone
through an interview process and
had all been selected unanimously
by the five council members.

“I believe we will be well-served
by these firms,” he said.

Deputy mayor Colleen Gialanella
said that while she understood Mr.
Vastine’s concerns, she believed “we
made an excellent selection” regard-
ing the new appointees.

In other business, Township Man-
ager Henry Underhill said that New
Jersey American Water Co. would
be replacing a 16-foot section of
pipe in the Portland Avenue neigh-
borhood where a water main burst
last summer. Inspections of the pipe-
line in the aftermath of that event
revealed an additional segment of
the pipe to be “substandard,” Mr.
Underhill told the council. The wa-
ter company will be working for five
consecutive days, 24 hours a day, to
replace the affected pipe. Residents
will be informed via flyers and the

township’s reverse 9-1-1 system
about the timing of the project. Mr.
Underhill also said the leaf and
Superstorm Sandy debris pick-up has
been completed and the public works
department is now starting its Christ-
mas tree collection.

Assemblywoman Linda Stender
(D-22, Scotch Plains) was in atten-
dance at the meeting to ceremonially
swear in Councilman Louis
Beckerman, who was appointed and
informally sworn into office last week
to fill the seat vacated by Mayor
Glover. Mr. Beckerman announced
that he has resigned as chairman of
the township Democratic Party, which
he headed since 2009, and that Mrs.
Stender had taken the helm.

Mr. Beckerman also announced
that the township’s Martin Luther
King Jr. Day service will be held on
Sunday, January 20 at St. John’s Bap-
tist Church at 7 p.m. On Monday,
residents are encouraged to take part
in a variety of volunteer activities,
with information and registration
available at www.spfmlkday.com.

In other business, the council ap-
proved a resolution authorizing a
$14,740 payment to Union County
for last year’s leaf disposal pro-
gram, another awarding a contract
not to exceed $88,500 to Caffrey
Tree and Landscaping for 2013 tree
service, another awarding a
$149,735 contract to Giordano Co.
for this year’s recycling program
and a fourth awarding a $90,000
contract to S. Rotondi & Sons for
vegetative waste disposal.


