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SCHOOL SAFETY…Westfield administrators discussed school safety at the first board of education meeting of the year.
Pictured, left to right, are: Michael Weissman, assistant superintendent of pupil personnel services and coordinator of the
Emergency Preparedness Committee; Margaret Dolan, superintendent of schools; Reid Edles, captain of the Westfield
Rescue Squad; Fire Chief Daniel J. Kelly; Police Chief David Wayman, and Police Lieutenant John Ricerca.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
FOCUS ON GUN VIOLENCE...Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, center, speaks
at a press conference Monday in Cranford by Mayors Against Illegal Guns to
announce plans to lobby Congress for federal legislation aimed at ending gun
violence. Among those pictured in the front row are: New Providence Mayor J.
Brooke Hern, Cranford Mayor Thomas H. Hannen, Jr., Westfield Council-
woman Jo Ann Neylan and Roselle Mayor Jamel Holley.

Correction
A news article on coverage of the

Westfield Board of Education meeting
in the January 10 issue of The Westfield
Leader should have stated that the cross-
ing guard at Edison Intermediate School
was directing motorists through the
stop sign on Grove at Rahway Avenue,
and not students as reported.

Mayors Push for Action by
Congress to End Gun Violence
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – A group of 14 New
Jersey mayors and other officials,
including former Governor Jim Florio
and Union County Sheriff Ralph
Froehlich, announced plans at a Mon-
day press conference in Cranford for
what they defined as “common-
sense” gun laws following the
Newtown, Conn., mass shootings that
resulted in the deaths of 20 school
children and six adults last month.

Mayors Against Illegal Guns, a
coalition founded in 2006 by New
York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg
and Boston Mayor Thomas Mannino,

has 800 members representing both
political parties and claims 900,000
grass-roots supporters, Cranford
Mayor Thomas Hannen said.

Roselle Mayor Jamel Holley said
the mayors have three legislative pri-
orities: background gun checks, ban-
ning military-style weapons and high-
capacity magazines, and to create a
federal gun trafficking statute.

Mayor Hannen, who hosted the
press conference at the Cranford
Municipal Building, said, “It is time
for real action.” He said the mayors
need the “full cooperation” of New
Jersey’s Congressional delegation,
which they were heading to meet in

Washington, D.C. at press deadline
yesterday, January 16.

“Our message when we go to Wash-
ington is very simple: Pass sane gun
laws now. Weapons designed for the
battlefields have no place in Union
County, no place in New Jersey or
elsewhere,” Fanwood Mayor Colleen
Mahr said. As a mother, she said she
wants to be assured that federal law-
makers will put “public safety before
politics.” She said 80 percent of New
Jersey’s gun crimes are a result of
guns coming into New Jersey from
out of state such as from Georgia,
Florida and Virginia, with Interstate
95 among the major routes used to
transport the weapons.

She said criminals know that pur-
chasing assault weapons in these and
other states is “easier than getting
Sudafed - no paperwork, no ques-
tions asked.”

Gov. Florio said the coalition’s pro-
posal should be thought of as a “gun
violence prevention act.” “It has noth-
ing to do with the Second Amend-
ment, it’s about gun violence,” Gov.
Florio said. He said New Jersey has
the toughest assault weapons ban in
the nation, which was accomplished
in the early 1990s during his admin-
istration and which withstood a Re-
publican-led repeal of the ban that
Gov. Florio vetoed.

“Many legitimate sportsmen…are
embarrassed by the NRA (National
Rifle Association), whose answer to
gun violence is to say that we should
have more guns. That makes no
sense,” Mr. Florio said. He said the
“real motivation” by the NRA is prof-
its being made by gun manufacturers
and gun dealers.

Sheriff Froehlich said the shooter
in Connecticut had a clip that had a
capacity of 30 rounds of ammuni-
tion.

“I cannot understand people that
strive so much to develop and have
killing machines for people that
should not have those killing ma-
chines,” the sheriff said, noting that
in addition to high-capacity weap-
ons, armor piercing ammunition that
can pierce armor worn by police of-
ficers is available for purchase. “It
doesn’t make sense,” Sheriff
Froehlich said.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CF Board OKs Rebuilding
Of Fire Ravaged Home
By P. JUSTIN FAHEY

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – The township’s
zoning board of adjustment on Mon-
day took up a request for variances
by the owner of a home at 217 North
Avenue, West, which was destroyed
by a four-alarm fire last June.

The original Victorian home was
built in 1900 and is owned by Jeanette
Billson, who has lived there for 40
years. Her husband purchased the
home before they were married in
1950. Mrs. Billson lived there with
her three adult children. Since the
fire, they have been renting an apart-
ment.

The requested variance was for
height and the number of stories. The
Cranford town code allows for a
maximum height of 32 feet and a
maximum of two-and-a-half stories.
The plans for the new home called for
a height of 37 feet and three stories.

According to architect Hildie Lazar
of Lazar Architecture in Westfield,
who represented Mrs. Billson, be-
fore the fire, the home had three sto-
ries and was 39 feet high. The third
floor was used as an office, a recre-
ation room and for storage. Ms. Lazar
pointed out how important this space
was due to the small lot size and
number of occupants. She said the
new proposal aimed to restore the
home as closely as possible to the
original structure.

The first floor of the proposed new
home would have a front entry area,

small living room, small dining room,
laundry room, full bathroom and a
new side entrance. Before the fire,
the home had a one-story room on the
rear of the house, which Ms. Lazar
described as probably having been
an addition. She noted that currently,
that portion of the home is not on a
solid foundation. The new home
would make use of this space by
adding a two-story addition. The first
story would be a bathroom while
above that would be a new master
bath. The rest of the second floor
would be an additional bathroom,
three bedrooms and small closets.

While the new home would be
higher than the code allows, it would
actually be two feet lower than the
original structure, at 37 feet, and while
the third floor would be half a story
above code, it would be matching the
three-story structure of the prior
house.

According to Ms. Lazar, Victorian
homes were designed from the “in-
side out,” meaning the exterior was
determined by whatever interior func-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Lauren S. Barr for The Westfield Leader
PREPARING FOR DISASTER…Jacquie Cleary and Christine Hodde of the
Red Cross accept a grant from Deirdre Gelline of the Westfield United Fund to
train residents for shelter assistance and disaster preparedness. Mayor Andy
Skibitsky and the town council heard a presentation on the program at their
Tuesday night meeting.

WF Council Accepts Grant for
Emergency Shelter Set-Up Training

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – During Tuesday
night’s conference portion of the town
council meeting, the governing body
heard a presentation from Michael
Prasad of the Red Cross on free train-
ing that will be taking place in
Westfield this year. The training will
prepare residents in order to assist in
setting up and running shelters dur-
ing a disaster.

The training is being funded by a
grant from the Westfield United Fund.
The town will assist the Red Cross in
locating and securing shelter loca-
tions in Westfield. Town Administra-
tor Jim Gildea said that they hope to
train some town employees in this
program.

Mr. Prasad explained to the coun-

cil that Red Cross shelters are open to
everyone and not just Westfield resi-
dents. He said that following Hurri-
cane Irene, the Red Cross had a shel-
ter in Clark, and that they worked
with the county to run the shelter in
Cranford following Superstorm
Sandy. Mr. Gildea added that nine
Westfield residents assisted at the
Cranford shelter, the most volunteers
from any municipality in Union

County.
“The idea is, we don’t want anyone

to go without shelter,” Mr. Prasad
told the council. He said that Westfield
has a high level of community ser-
vice, and that with most residents
being able to help themselves, they
are likely at the point of being able to
help others.

The training, which is open to all
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

MS Council Eyes Improving
HVAC Unit at Library

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – During its
regular work session Tuesday night,
the borough council discussed at
length proposed capital improve-
ments to the Mountainside Public
Library.

According to members of the
council, the Mountainside Public
Library is in need of a new HVAC
unit (heating, ventilation and air
conditioning). The unit currently in
use is original to the building, which
was built between 1966 and 1968.

The borough has employed
Strunk-Albert Engineering to de-
termine whether improving the cur-
rent unit is feasible or if an over-
haul of the entire system is war-
ranted.

The recommendation of the en-
gineer was to completely replace
the entire unit, as it was determined
that this solution would be more
cost efficient than to continue to
repair problems with the system as

they occur.
The borough also is examining

the addition of a generator unit so
the library may be used as a warm-
ing shelter in the event of a bor-
ough-wide loss of power. The gen-
erator may be partially subsidized
by the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency (FEMA) in the
wake of Hurricane Sandy.

“This is the first step we have to
take,” stated Mayor Paul Mirabelli.
“The air conditioning last year -
there were questions as to whether
or not [to replace it]. We weren’t in
a position to even go out to bid on it
[the design] last year.”

The approximate cost to the bor-
ough for the design of a new HVAC
system (including integration into
existing system parts that are to be
retained) would be $16,800, which
would be approximately 10 percent
of the cost of the entire project. An
additional $4,300 would be required
for the design and incorporation of

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Dominic A. Lagano for The Westfield Leader
LIBRARY HVAC RENOVATION…Mountainside Borough Council members
discuss improvements to library’s HVAC unit at its meeting on Tuesday night.
Pictured, left to right, are: Councilwoman Deanna Andre, Bourough Attorney
John Post, Mayor Paul Mirabelli and Councilman Jeffrey Wass.

Heinbokel Reappointed As
WF Zoning Board Chairman

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The town’s zoning
board of adjustment on Monday night
reappointed William Heinbokel to
serve as chairman and Chris Masciale
as vice-chairman during the board’s
annual reorganization meeting. Mr.
Heinbokel has served as board chair-
man for 10 years.

The town council reappointed
board members Anthony Cerami and
Robert Whitehead, and appointed new
member Joe Loftus, at the council’s

reorganization meeting. At its meet-
ing Monday, the board reappointed
Vincent Loughlin to serve as its attor-
ney and Kathleen Nemeth as secre-
tary. A regular meeting of the board
followed.

The board approved an application
by Edward Jones &Co., LLP, of 251
North Avenue, represented by attor-
ney Arthur Attenasio of Westfield, to
place a sign on the side of the build-
ing facing the North Avenue train
station parking lot. The proposed sign
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