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Trailing by nine points midway
through the third quarter, the
Rahway High School boys bas-
ketball team did what it has been
known to do best, establish a
full-court press that worked, and
pulled out a 55-51 victory over
the Cranford Cougars in Cranford
on January 4.

The Cougars, playing without
starter Stephan Fedorchak (in-

jured wrist) were hot underneath
the boards in the first quarter
with the effective shooting of
senior center Reggie Green, who
rolled in eight of his nine points
to give his team a 17-10 lead.
Junior John Oblachinski sank four
of his 12 points, and Chris Wills
hit three of his eight points in the
quarter. Matt Smith put in two
points, but his accurate shooting
later in the game would give him
a team-leading 13 points.

The Indians hit four straight
free throws early in the second
quarter to narrow the gap to 17-
14 then Chris Wills broke their

streak with a 2-pointer. By half-
time, the Indians had reduced
the Cougars’ lead to 26-22. Wills
totaled five points in the quarter
and Mike Guariello, who finished
the game with seven points, sank
four points.

With 5:22 on the clock in the
third quarter, the Indians shrank
the Cougars’ lead to 31-29, but
Smith got hot from the outside
and banged a pair of 3-pointers
and a 2-pointer. Oblachinski hit
three 2-pointers, and at one time
the Cougars stretched their lead
to nine points.

The full-court press set in and

SMITH SINKS 13 POINTS, OBLACHINSKI SCORES 12, GREEN GETS 9 PTs, WILLS BUCKETS 8

Rahway Edges Cougar Boys with Full-Court Press, 55-51
the Indians got the Cougars to
make bad passes and created
several steals that were con-
verted to lay-ups. By the begin-
ning of the fourth quarter, the
Cougars’ lead was cut to four
points, 41-37.

The Indians chipped away until
they knotted the score, 42-42
with 5:30 remaining in the game
then seconds later took a 44-42
lead. One minute later,
Oblachinski hit a 2-pointer for
the tie then Rahway regained the
lead, 48-44, with a pair of free
throws and a lay-up. Smith
banged a 3-pointer and Tommy

Trotter sank a free throw to tie
the score, 48-48, with 1:50 left.

The Indians went to the line
and sank one of two free throws
then converted a steal to a lay-
up to grab a 51-48 lead with 1:15
left. Guarino rolled in a lay-up 10
seconds later, but Rahway sank
a free throw to make the score
52-50 with 37.2 on the clock.
Trotter sank a free throw 11 sec-
onds later, but the Indians hit a
free throw and converted an-
other steal to a lay-up to finalize
the scoring.
Rahway 10 12 15 18 55
Cranford 17   9 15 10 51

Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LOOKING TO DRIBBLE THROUGH…Cougar Tommy Trotter, No. 1, looks to dribble past a
Rahway defender.
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CLOSELY GUARDED…Cougar Luke Christiano, No. 11, is closely guarded by a Rahway defender
as he tries to dribble toward the basket.
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