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WCW to Host ‘Contagious
Laughter’ for Family Promise

LIVE IMPROV…The Contagious Drama Workshop will perform “Contagious
Laughter” to benefit Family Promise of New Jersey. Pictured, from left to right,
are: Jackie Weiner, Thomas Peitz, Jennifer Principato, Wendy Connolly, Steven
Lesiak, Hannah Lieberman, Kate Walsh, Barbara Karp, Jen Kitchen, Pam
Owen, Beth Painter and Emma Schwartz.

Coffee with a Conscience
Series to Host GrooveLily

WESTFIELD – The Woman’s Club
of Westfield is doing it again! Last
year the club provided a Zumba com-
edy spoof, which aired on YouTube
to raise funds for Gilda’s Club. This
year brings more laughter with a live
improvisational show called “Conta-
gious Laughter.” The show will be
produced through the courtesy of the
Contagious Drama Workshop and
Momenti Productions to raise funds
for Family Promise of New Jersey,
the 2013 project of New Jersey State
Federation of Women’s Clubs
(NJSFWC), which supports home-
less families in New Jersey.

 “Contagious Laughter,” an adult
improve group, was created three
years ago by Beth Painter, who is the
founder of The Contagious Drama
Workshop, based in Westfield. The
current group consists of members
Thomas Peitz, Wendy Connolly, Beth
Painter, Emma Schwartz, Pam Owen,
Jennifer Principato, Steven Lesiak,
Kate Walsh, Barbara Karp and

Hannah Lieberman who have been
working together this past year.

“Contagious Laughter” will per-
form its debut show on Friday, Feb-
ruary 8, at 7.30 p.m. in Assembly
Hall at The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield. All proceeds of the show
will go to the Family Promise of New
Jersey.

“We are so excited to be perform-
ing our debut show for this great
cause. Raising money and laughing
are a great combination,” Ms. Painter
said

There will be a valentine bake sale
during the intermission organized by
Woman’s Club of Westfield member
Pat D’Angelo with all proceeds go-
ing to Family Promise of New Jersey.

Tickets are $15 each. For more
information, contact
emmas@momentiproductions.com
or call (908) 577-7623. For more
information on the Contagious Drama
Workshop, visit
www.contagiousdrama.com.

WESTFIELD - The Coffee With
Conscience Concert Series continues
its thirteenth season by presenting the
amazing power-pop trio, GrooveLily.
The concert will take place on Satur-
day, January 12, at the First United
Methodist Church of Westfield, 1 East
Broad Street (corner of North Avenue)
in Westfield. Doors will open at 7:15
p.m. and the concert begins at 8 p.m.

This concert will benefit Habitat For
Humanity – Plainfield Chapter. Tickets
can be purchased online in advance by
going to: groovelilly.eventbrite.com.
Admission is $23 on line and $27 at the
door.

GrooveLily ushers in the next gen-
eration of Folk music, with a conta-
giously effervescent sound that com-
bines a sharp wit with intelligent origi-
nal songwriting. Unabashedly com-
bining elements of jazz, folk and popu-
lar music, their vocal harmonies weave
through a lush musical landscape tex-
tured with keyboards by Brendan
Milburn, percussion by Gene Lewin
and the blazing electric violin of lead
singer Valerie Vigoda.

Ms. Vigoda, has toured with Cyndi
Lauper, Cher, Tina Turner and Joe Jack-
son. Her gorgeous vocals and electrify-
ing violin performances mesmerize
audiences everywhere – often simulta-
neously, since her strap-on signature
“flying-V” six-string Viper violin al-
lows her to sing and play at the same
time.

Mr. Milburn is not only an incredible
rock and roll pianist, but a masterful
songwriter of unsurpassed talent and
craft. Audiences cannot help but keep
humming his fresh and unforgettable
melodies, many of which are destined
to becoming standards.

Mr. Lewin, the drummer, is often
compared to Carter Beauford of the

Dave Matthew’s Band. Gene is an intri-
cate and exhilarating jazz drummer
whose drum work brings out the best in
the music he plays. The trio generate
“fun energy” wherever they go and
have been actively touring since 1994
with numerous CDs to their credit.

In June of 2001, GrooveLilly played
the main stage at the Kerrville Folk
Festival and took the place by storm.
They are in serious demand nation-
wide and the Coffee With Conscience
Concert Series is lucky to have them
and incredibly proud to present them.
For more info about this concert and
the featured artists, please visit
groovelilly.eventbrite.com/

The Coffee With Conscience Con-
cert Series is a seven-show series run-
ning from October through May at the
First United Methodist Church of
Westfield. The Series supports the fol-
lowing charities: Contact We Care
(Westfield), Homefirst (Plainfield),
Habitat for Humanity (Plainfield), the
Community Food Bank of NJ (Hill-
side) and the Keith Knost Special Needs
Fund (Mountainside). Each beneficiary
has at least one concert dedicated to it
during the season.

The Coffee With Conscience Con-
cert Series is sponsored by Ahrre’s
Coffee Roastery at 104 Elm Street in
Westfield and is further supported by a
generous grant from the Westfield Ser-
vice League, and a few other private
donations – which are encouraged.

For more information about the Cof-
fee With Conscience Concert Series,
the upcoming performance, or ways in
which to get involved with the series,
visit www.coffeewithconscience.org.
You can also call the Concert Hotline at
(908) 412-9105 or e-mail
ahrre@ahrre.com. Volunteers are al-
ways appreciated.

Contagious Drama Teens to
Present A.S.A.P. Fables

TEENAGE DRAMA...Contagious Drama Workshop’s teen class, above, has
teamed up with New Jersey playwright Ben Clawson to create another original
production. A.S.A.P.’s Fables, which  will be performed on Friday, January 18,
and Saturday, January 19, at The Presbyterian Church in Westfield in Westminster
Hall.

 WESTFIELD - For the third year
in a row, the Contagious Drama
Workshop’s (CDW) teen class has
teamed up with New Jersey play-
wright Ben Clawson to create an-
other original production. A.S.A.P.’s
Fables will be performed on Friday,
January 18, and Saturday, January
19, at The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield in Westminster Hall.

“We are lucky to have Mr.
Clawson,” said Beth Painter, founder
of CDW. “He has become quite the
sought out playwright; we are both
thrilled and grateful!”

Mr. Clawson has a knack for creat-
ing material that is challenging, hu-
morous and realistic. That is not al-
ways easy to find, especially when
the goal is producing an ensemble
piece for 17 students.

A.S.A.P.’s Fables is a collection of
short pieces based on Aesop’s Fables,
and there are over 650 in all! (Fear
not, only eight pieces will be per-
formed). Although you will not find
any animals in the plays, the morals
surface as these teenage characters
face everyday challenges and dilem-
mas. Come and see if you can iden-
tify the fables!

Performances are at 8 p.m. on Fri-
day, January 18, and Saturday, Janu-
ary 19, with a 2 p.m. matinee also on
Saturday. The matinee performance
will be free for all students with an
ID. As always, there will be a talk
back with Mr. Clawson and the cast
immediately following the Friday
night performance. Tickets are $5 for
students and $8 for adults, cheaper
than a movie!

Featured in the cast are Aaron
Black, Anna Bloomfield, Dan

Connolly, Will Connors, Vincent
DeRobertis, Elijah Fields, Jarred
Graber, Matthew McGowan, Julian
Mone, Ally Morganthal, Megan
Mulrooney, Casey Murphy, Lexi
Nelson, Calvin Nemeckay, Hannah
Painter, Matthew Schuman, and Jo-
seph Stokes.

CDW has been very busy this year
and is proud to have added a commu-
nity service piece to the program.
Both teen and middle school students
will have to opportunity to take their
improvisation talents on the road as
they run workshops with youth and
adults who are less privileged. Ac-
cording to Ms. Painter, it is a great
way to give back and it is so much
fun.

Ms. Painter’s adult troupe, Conta-
gious Laughter, will be making their
debut performance as part of the
fundraising efforts of the Westfield
Women’s Club to benefit Family
Promise of New Jersey. Contagious
Laughter will perform on Friday,
February 8, at 7:30 p.m. in Assembly
Hall at The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield. For more information,
c o n t a c t
emmas@momentiproductions.com.

 The Contagious Drama Workshop
offers acting classes for students ages
6 through adult. CDW is currently
accepting registration for the winter
session, which begins on Wednes-
day, January 23. New to the schedule
is an improvisation class for middle
school students, as well as the newly
added adult improvisation workshop,
which has ongoing registration. Visit
www.contagiousdrama.com for all
forms and information or call (917)
836-3740.

CAU to Hold Auditions for
Beauty and the Beast Jr.

ACTORS WANTED…The Community Access Unlimited (CAU) Community Players will launch their 2013 season with open auditions for this year’s performance
of Disney’s musical Beauty and the Beast Jr. Pictured are CAU Community Players in the 2012 production of Seussical Jr.

ELIZABETH — The Commu-
nity Access Unlimited (CAU) Com-
munity Players will launch their
2013 season with open auditions
for this year’s performance of
Disney’s musical Beauty and the
Beast Jr. beginning Saturday, Janu-
ary 12. Auditions are open to the
public.

Auditions will be held on Satur-
day, January 12, 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.
for children; 1 to 3 p.m. for teens
and adults

Tuesday, January 15, 6:30 to 8:30
p.m. – All ages and Wednesday,
January 16, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. for
callbacks. All auditions will be held
at 88 West Grand Street in Eliza-

beth.
Those auditioning should prepare

a song from Beauty and the Beast
Jr. or a song that style.

Community Access Unlimited is
a nonprofit serving people with dis-
abilities and at-risk youth, provid-
ing housing and life skills support.
The CAU Community Players is a
collaboration between CAU mem-
bers and staff and the public to
jointly stage an annual theatrical
performance. Last year amateur
actors from seven communities and
three counties joined with CAU
members and staff to stage Seussical
Jr. at Jonathan Dayton High School
in Springfield, the first such joint
production in Union County.

This year, the CAU Community
Players will put on Beauty and the
Beast Jr. and are inviting new par-
ticipants to join in the production.
Open roles include: the Beast; the
beauty, Belle; supporting charac-
ters, such as Gaston, Belle’s father;
Maurice, and Mrs. Potts, a cook who
has become a teapot; villagers, silly
girls, servants, wolves and narra-
tors.

“The CAU Community Players
and the productions we stage are
wonderful opportunities for our
members to interact and collaborate
with the community of which they are
a part,” said Alyson Monaco, CAU’s
community integration coordinator.
“It also is an ideal chance for members
of the community, including children
and young adults, to interact with
people with disabilities and to per-
form side by side with them, a won-
derful learning experience.”

For more information about audi-
tions or to learn about volunteering
behind the scenes, visit
www.caucommunityplayers.com or
contact Alyson Monaco at
amonaco@caunj.org or by calling
(908) 354-3040, ext. 216.

Theater Project Seeks
Entries From HS Student

AREA — The Theater Project’s
11th Annual Young Playwrights
Competition is seeking submissions
from New Jersey high school stu-
dent playwrights. The competition
is open to all New Jersey secondary
school students, ages 13 to 18. All
entries must be received by Mon-
day, January 21.

Not many 13-18 year-olds have
an opportunity to have a play they
wrote performed in a reading by
professional actors, but the three of
them who win the project’s Young
Playwrights Competition will get
that chance. The competition will
culminate in a performance/awards
ceremony in March.

The Theater Project, an award-
winning drama company, is spon-
soring the 11th annual competition
to encourage the next generation of
theater practitioners and audiences
by honoring student work and bring-
ing it to life. In addition to having
their work performed, the first, sec-
ond, and third place authors will
receive $600, $400 and $200 sav-
ings bonds, respectively. Three ad-
ditional student writers will receive
Honorable Mention certificates.

“Putting words together in a
meaningful way is not only about
communication, but also fosters the
critical thinking skills so necessary
to success in education and the
workplace,” says Theater Project
artistic director Mark Spina.

The competition was inspired by
a generous donation from Linden
resident Bill Mesce, Jr., an award-
winning playwright and screen-
writer, whose recent short story col-
lection, “Precis,” was published by
Stephen F. Austin, University Press.
He is also the author of “Overkill:
The Rise and Fall of Thriller Cin-
ema,” and writes regularly about
film and television for the award-
winning website, Sound on Sight.

“It is not only impressive but in-
spiring to see these young people
applying themselves to an art form
that has always been about a com-
mand of language, and a bit awe-
some to see how well they carry it
off,” Mr. Mesce said.

Competition guidelines are as fol-
lows: Only one entry per author;
Scripts must be typed in play for-
mat; All submissions must be 10 to
25 pages (excerpts of longer work
will be accepted; Original work
only, no adaptations; All entrants
must be New Jersey residents in
secondary school. There is an entry
fee of $5. Entries must be received
by Monday, January 21.

Submissions should be emailed
to theaterproject @aol.com along
with a 50-word biography of the
author, contact information and the
name of school currently attended.
The $5 entry fee can be paid at
TheTheaterProject.org.

All questions can be directed to
The Theater Project by calling (973)
763-4029 or by email at
theaterproject@aol.com.

Photo courtesy of Kevin Sebastian
YOUNG PLAYWRIGHTS…The Theater Project’s 11th Annual Young Play-
wrights Competition is seeking submissions from New Jersey high school student
playwrights. Pictured are the 2011 Theater Project winners, seated, Melanie
Cuccioli; back row: Victoria Grayner, Janine Puhak, Arthur Mezzo, Lauren
Friezo.

WAA to Host Detective
David “Baretta” Toma

WESTFIELD — Visual art, long
the mainstay of the Westfield Art
Association (WAA), comprises
only one segment of the human
creative endeavor, which includes
all the performing and literary arts.
From this more inclusive perspec-
tive, the WAA will host “An After-
noon with Detective David
‘Baretta’ Toma” at its next meet-
ing on Sunday, January 20.

Detective Toma will share, from
a personal perspective that few
can imagine, some of his many
and varied inter-
actions with the
“greats” of the
performing arts
and entertain-
ment world.

David Toma
was a drill in-
structor and
former middle-
weight boxing
champion of the
United States
Marine Corps.
He was a police
officer for 21
years – 17 of
those years as a
Detective in the
Vice, Gambling
and Narcotics Squad – in one of
the busiest cities in the world,
Newark, New Jersey. Over 50 years
ago, he was the innovator of using
disguises in his police work, a
practice which has been copied by
other law enforcement profession-
als and which has been the basis
for many television shows.

Mr. Toma is the only person
alive to ever have two television
series based on his life; “Toma”
and “Baretta”. He has also written
six bestselling books; the latest,
“Unforgettable – The Life and
Legend of David Toma” has just
been completed.

These books, as well as his vid-

eos are used internationally by
schools, hospitals, jails, treatment
centers, doctors, counselors and
corporations worldwide. He has
received many honorary degrees
and humanitarian awards, includ-
ing both the prestigious “Four
Chaplains Legion of Honor
Bronze Medallion,” whose other
honorees include four United
States presidents, as well as the
Olympic Medal he received from
the government of Montréal,
Canada, during the 1976 Cana-

dian Summer Olym-
pic Games, recogniz-
ing his work counsel-
ing Canadian youth
and adults.

Having given thou-
sands of lectures to
millions kids and par-
ents across a 50 year
timeframe, he has
been referred to as
“the greatest motiva-
tional speaker in
America.” A movie
screenplay about his
fascinating life called
Toma – The Man, The
Mission, The Message
has just been com-
pleted.

As his 80th birthday ap-
proaches, against ever-mounting
opposition, David Toma contin-
ues his efforts indefatigably at a
pace that would wither many who
are decades younger, never refus-
ing any of the numerous calls for
help, no matter the time of day or
night.

The meeting will be held from
1 – 4 p.m. on Sunday, January 20,
in the Community Room of the
Westfield Municipal Building,
425 East Broad Street, Westfield,
NJ. The Community Room is
handicapped-accessible. Admis-
sion is free and the presentation is
open to the public.

Detective David Toma

www.goleader.com


