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Les Misérables
There but For the Grace…

4 popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

 Great literature, superb filmmaking
and a thoroughly heart rending immer-
sion into one of civilization’s greatest
moral conundrums converge in direc-
tor Tom Hooper’s rendition of Victor
Hugo’s Les Misérables. Starring Hugh
Jackman as Jean Valjean, the heroic
poor soul who went to jail for stealing
a crust of life-sustaining bread, it is a
tour de force.

 Great principals and a fine support-
ing cast tell a bittersweet tale, with an
accent on the bitter, in a musical form
that resonates with operatic force. With
the pageant of history swirling, the
poor people of France still trying to
realize true revolution, and the rich
folks still winning, Jackman’s protago-
nist quickly gains our full sympathy
and concern.

 After breaking parole, Jean is pur-
sued by Javert, Russell Crowe’s unre-
mittingly close-minded policeman.
Examined in a fiercely worked rumi-
nation on blind law vs. morality, theirs
is a struggle between the dipoles of
light and darkness. A Confucian judge
might have weighed the circumstances
and taken pity. After all, his sister’s son
was starving.

 But no such luck. Even though he’s
served his seventeen years of hard
labor, the state in the person of Javert
remains insistent on collecting its long
overpaid debt. Valjean runs, hides, and
ultimately steals to preserve life and
limb. Then, a glimpse of redemption
presents itself thanks to a kindly priest.
If only Javert would relent…if only.
Fat chance!

 Yet it comes to pass, with a new
identity in a new life that can’t be lived
without looking over one’s shoulder,
that Valjean becomes a well-to-do fac-
tory owner. And as irony would have it,
in that factory yet another perpetration
of life-altering injustice is inflicted,
this time to a pretty young mother who
fends off a cruel foreman’s unwanted
advances.

 Anne Hathaway is very special as
Fantine, the damsel in question. Beau-
tifully tragedizing one melancholic
song in particular, she gains Valjean’s
attention. Seeking his own grace from
whatever charity he might be able to
impart, it may be too late. But aha,
there is a twist in the form of her little
girl, Cosette, boarded at a rather ques-
tionable inn.

 Now, regardless of whether you
were absent the week Mrs. Cummings
taught the novel or just forgot the story,
that’s all the plot you’ll learn here.
Simply suffice it to note that director
Hooper tells it with notable aplomb,
making sure to knowledgeably weave
the personal tale into the greater tab-
leau of French history, circa early and
mid 19th Century.

 Aficionados of the musical, doubt-
lessly possessing a better ear for this
form of movie entertainment than I,
might exit the theater humming a tune
or two. But most of us would think that
weird. This is very depressing stuff. In
fact, oftentimes it’s due only to the
universal positive truths exampled that
some portions of the saga are at all
bearable.

 Director Hooper builds an artistic
monument to the ever-waging war
between man’s inhumanity to man and
the great, charitable instinct constantly
challenging it. Over the course of his-
tory, the graph marking this roller
coaster ride through the good and bad
of human behavior changes with the
whims of time. And Valjean is caught
at the nexus.

 His fate epitomizes the eternal ar-
gument, and through his travail we
recognize the legal, political and so-
cioeconomic conflicts confronting our
own times. Indeed, Valjean broke the
law. But there are those who fear that
any understanding shown the impov-
erished will corrupt the system. Strict
constructionists believe such blind ad-
herence is the best charity.

 Which might explain why half the

people in America really aren’t sure if
they want to help the other half. Both
are as certain as Javert that they are
right. And the more they rationalize
their position, the more the word right
metamorphoses into righteous. Alas,
just as in Valjean’s era, we can’t figure
how to harness that disparity for the
greater good.

 So you’d think that putting the dis-
tressing shame to music and wrapping
it in lavishly colorful settings, even if a
lot of it is dabbed in Poverty brown and
gray, would be sheer madness. Yet this
searing fable smartly harkens to one of
the original purposes of art: to eluci-
date, poetically and visually, what is
otherwise too difficult to understand or
endure.

 Thus, calling on perennial hope,
that other ace in the hole we Homo
sapiens have used to good advantage in
our fight for survival, we sidle up close
to the exquisitely realized proscenium
where Monsieur Valjean et al pursue
their struggle. And there we root for the
good guy, wishfully believing that a
happy ending will speak well for our
species.

 Now, while I highly recommend
this film, it must be iterated that this
isn’t a musical in the generally ac-
cepted sense of the term. It’s hardly My
Fair Lady (1964) or Singing in The
Rain (1952). While technically in the
same genre as those two, this is their
darkly solemn cousin. Appreciate that
and you’ll be happy you chose Les
Misérables.

…
Les Misérables, rated PG-13, is a

Universal Pictures release directed by
Tom Hooper and stars Hugh Jackman,
Anne Hathaway and Russell Crowe.
Running time: 157 minutes

Washington School Show to
Present Historical Journey

An Annual School Tradition Since 1948
WESTFIELD — Washington El-

ementary School’s annual show, Toy
HiStory, comes to the stage for three
performances on Friday, January 25,
at 8 p.m. and Saturday, January 26, at
1:30 and 7 p.m., at Roosevelt Inter-
mediate School at 301 Clark
Street in Westfield.

With a creative spin on a
Disney-Pixar favorite, this
year’s production, Toy
HiStory, brings to life the
adventures of a group of
spirited toys trying to find
their way back home after
being mistakenly donated to a school
toy drive. But, step aside Woody and
Buzz…the toy stars of this story are
some of the most prominent figures
in world history, including George
Washington, Cleopatra, Elvis Presley,
Amelia Earhart, General George
Patton and Joan of Arc.

These famous men and women may
have lived in different eras but, to-
gether as toys, they’ll make history
again this year in this fun-filled tale.
Through their “historical” journey,
the characters gain some exposure to

modern-day history and get a taste of
pop culture they’ll surely never for-
get. And, along the way, audiences
will learn about the important contri-
butions each figure made in past cen-
turies. Once again, history repeats

itself, as this year’s Wash-
ington School Show pro-
vides some valuable life les-
sons for children and adults
alike.

Tickets are on sale now.
All seats for each perfor-
mance are $12 and can be
reserved online. From the

Washington Elementary School home
page —www.westfieldnjk12.org/
Washington — click on the “2013
Washington School Show” link in
the left, then “Ticket Order Form.”
Or go directly to the Washington
School Show web page via this link:
www.westfieldnjk12.org/education/
dept/dept.php?sectionid=1328. Tick-
ets ordered online and prepaid can be
picked up at the door one-half hour
prior to each performance. For ques-
tions about tickets, contact Monica
Bergin at bergin5@comcast.net.

NJWA Rockin’ Jazz Band
Open Rehearsal Announced

OPEN REHEARSAL…The New Jersey Workshop for the Arts Rockin’ Jazz
Band, directed by Dr. Ted Schlosberg, will hold an open rehearsal on Saturday,
January 19, at the New Jersey Workshop for the Arts in Westfield.

Chansonettes To Begin
Spring Rehearsals

WESTFIELD — Having completed
their successful holiday concert run
with performances in Westfield,
Fanwood, Summit and Berkeley
Heights, The Chansonettes of Westfield
will begin rehearsals for their spring
concert series “Sing Out Sweet Land”
at the end of January.

The choral program to be presented
at local venues throughout May at will
feature American folk and patriotic
themed songs including “This Land is
Your Land,” “Blowin in the Wind/
America,” “California Dreamin,” “The
Battle Hymn of the Republic” and a
medley saluting our Armed Forces.

The Chansonettes, an all women’s
singing group in existence for over 60
years, performs a holiday concert se-
ries in December and a spring concert
series in May of each year. The women
rehearse once a week on Wednesday
nights at The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield on Mountain Avenue, under
the direction of Jean Schork and ac-
companied by Mel Freda.

The group is always looking for new
members who enjoy singing and gath-
ering with friends. Anyone needing
more information regarding joining the
group or booking a spring concert may
call Presidents, Sharon Costello at
(908)245-9461 or Lauren Flast at (908)-
232-4714.

WESTFIELD — The New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts (NJWA)
Rockin’ Jazz Band will hold an open
rehearsal for interested musicians on
Saturday, January 19, from 4 to 5:30
p.m. at the NJWA studios, 150-152
East Broad Street, Westfield.

According to Dr. Ted Schlosberg,
NJWA Founder and Executive Direc-
tor, “We are training the band in how
to interpret the jazz idiom. There are
many opportunities for improvisation
and solo playing.”

A favorite at community events,
the Rockin’ Jazz Band is comprised
of musicians who enjoy playing Jazz,
Rock, Blues, Pop, Broadway, Latin
and Dixieland. Instrumentation of the
Jazz Band includes alto, tenor and
bari saxophone, trumpet, trombone,
electric and bass guitar, drum set,

percussion, piano and vocals.
All experienced musicians are wel-

come and encouraged to attend this
event. The ensemble is particularly
seeking those who play trombone,
bass guitar, drum set and trumpet.

Rockin’ Jazz Band rehearsals take
place at the NJWA studios on Satur-
day afternoons, from 4 to 5:30 p.m.,
until June. Call Dr. Schlosberg at
(908) 789-9696, ext. 17 for further
details.

The Rockin’ Jazz Band is an en-
semble of the New Jersey Workshop
for the Arts, a 501c(3) non-profit
organization, presently celebrating its
40th anniversary. For more informa-
tion about the organization, call (908)
789-9696, visit their East Broad Street
studios or log on to
www.njworkshopforthearts.com.

WSO Ushers in the New
Year with Steppin’ Out

By BARBARA THOMSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Symphony ushered in the New Year
with their annual salute to Broadway
– Steppin’ Out. The house was
packed, the audience was in a festive
mood, and the music was fun for all.

As usual, the concert featured four
soloists from the Broadway and op-
era stages. The husband-wife Broad-
way duo of Sandra Joseph and Ron
Bohmer made a return appearance,
joined by newcomers cabaret-style
singer Angela Birchett and operatic
baritone Kevin Grace.

Despite different singing styles,
they are all seasoned performers who
know how to sell a song, and they
each wowed the audience in their
own way. The orchestra itself fea-
tured the addition of Broadway style
saxophones, and the music ranged
from the Big Band era (“Chatanooga
Choo Choo”) and old musicals
(“With a Song in My Heart” from the
1929 musical Spring Is Here) through
many decades of Broadway favor-
ites.

Trumpeter Don Batchelder opened
the program with a crazy instrumen-
tal lead-in to that perennial favorite
“All that Jazz” from Chicago, with
mezzo-soprano Birchett vamping it
up. It was especially funny when she
began overtly flirting with conduc-
tor David Wroe and stroking his back
as he feigned confusion while at-
tempting to wave the baton.

Another highlight was “All I Ask
of You” from Phantom of the Opera
sung by Joseph and Bohmer. Their
performance seemed especially pas-
sionate, and the couple later revealed
that they had met and fallen in love
while singing this song to each other

in the roles of Christine and the Phan-
tom on Broadway.

Baritone Kevin Grace had the best
classical voice of the four, and his
rendition of South Pacific’s “Some
Enchanted Evening” was wonderful.
Some Broadway shows can get by
with less-accomplished singers, but
the old Rogers and Hammerstein clas-
sics need “real” voices, and Mr. Grace
did not disappoint.

Many of the ensemble numbers
included a bit of staging and chore-
ography, and humorous moments
abounded. The funniest was Alan
Menken’s song “Pink Fish”, sung
here by Mr. Bohmer. After a lead-in
where he spoke at length about his
boyhood in small-town Ohio and his
culture shock when he first came to
New York City, he launched into this
funny song about a mid-westerner
who goes into a kosher deli and or-
ders ham and cheese. Instead he got
“pink fish” (lox) “on a big stale dough-
nut” (bagel) with a “shmear” (cream
cheese). It was a perfect number for
the New York area, and it got a big
laugh from the audience.

My only gripe is that the singers all
used large hand-held microphones.
On Broadway they use body mics,
and it looked silly on stage for two
lovers to be gazing passionately into
each other’s eyes while holding what
looked like large ice cream cones. It
sounded fine, but did not look right.

The evening ended with the audi-
ence joining in the singing of the
New Year’s standard “Auld Lang
Syne.” Nobody seems to know what
it means, but everybody knows the
words, and everybody sang with
gusto. It made a charming finale to a
fun evening. (P.S. – I looked it up. It
means “times gone by”).Kean Stage to Host

International Film Series
UNION – Kean Stage presents its

2013 International Films Series featur-
ing a vibrant selection of eight award
winning titles. The series represents a
range of cultures reflected through beau-
tiful cinematography, acting, directing
and storytelling. A theme of education
in the classroom and beyond connects
a number of the films selected for the
series.

Screenings are Sunday afternoons at
3 p.m. in the Jules Schwartz Theater
located in Kean University’s STEM
Building at 1075 Morris Avenue – fol-
low signs for the STEM Building. Free
onsite parking is available.

Kean Stage International Film Se-
ries: Sunday, January 27, - Monsieur
Lazhar – A Film by Philippe Falardeau
(Canada, 2011) on January 27, tells the
poignant story of a Montreal middle
school class shaken by the death of
their well-liked teacher. Bachir Lazhar,
a 55-year-old Algerian immigrant, of-
fers the school his services as a substi-
tute teacher and is quickly hired. As he
helps the children heal, he also learns to
accept his own painful past.

Part 1: Kean Stage International Film
Series Sunday, February 3, through
February 24 - The Flowers of War – A
Zhang Yimou Film (China, 2011) on
February 3 starring Christian Bale as
John Haufman, an American mission-
ary posing as a priest who helps protect
a group of school girls and prostitutes
from an invading army – all seeking
safety behind a walled cathedra – de-
tails the massacre that followed the
invasion of the Japanese Imperial Army
on China’s wartime capital in 1937.

Biutiful – A Film by Alejandro
González Iñárritu (Mexico, 2009) on
February 10 is the journey of Uxbal, a
conflicted man who struggled to rec-
oncile fatherhood, love, spirituality,
crime, guilt and mortality amidst the
dangerous underworld of modern
Barcelona. As fate encircles him and
thresholds are crossed, a dim, re-
demptive road brightens, illuminat-
ing the inheritances bestowed from
father to child, and the parental guid-
ing hand that navigates life’s corri-
dors, whether bright, bad – or biutiful.

The Artist – Written and Directed
by Michel Hazanavicius (France,
2011) on February 17 is shot on loca-
tion in Los Angeles, California set
during the twilight of Hollywood’s

silent film era in 1927 when George
Valentin is a silent movie superstar.
The advent of the talkies will sound
the death knell for his career and see
him fall into oblivion. For young
extra Peppy Miller, it seems the sky’s
the limit – major movie stardom
awaits. The Artist tells the story of
their interlinked destinies.

Yesterday – A Film by Darrell Roodt
(South Africa, 2004) on February 24
tells the story of a young mother,
called Yesterday who discovers she
has AIDS. Her ambition becomes to
live long enough to see her 7-year-
old daughter, Beauty, go to school.

Part 2: Kean Stage International
Film Series Sunday, April 7, – Sun-
day, April 21

The Class – Directed by Laurent
Cantet (France, 2008) on April 7 fol-
lows a year in the life of a French
schoolteacher working at a high
school in a tough neighborhood of
Paris. Cultures and attitudes often
clash in the classroom. As amusing
and inspiring as the teenage students
can be, their difficult behavior can
still jeopardize any teacher’s enthusi-
asm for the low-paying job. Insisting
on an atmosphere of respect and dili-
gence that’s neither stuffy nor severe,
his frankness often takes the students
by surprise. But his classroom ethics
are put to the test when his students
begin to challenge his methods.

Bully – Directed By Lee Hirsch
(United States, 2011) on April 14 is a
beautifully cinematic, character-
driven documentary—at its heart are
those with the most at stake and whose
stories each represent a different facet
of this bullying crisis. This year, over
18 million American kids will be
bullied, making it the most common
form of violence young people in the
U.S. experience.

Footnote – A Film by Joseph Cedar
(Israel, 2011) April 21 is the story of
insane academic competition, the di-
chotomy between admiration and
envy for a role model, and the very
complicated relationship between a
father and son.

Tickets are $5 and can be pur-
chased on site. All films are shown
Sundays at 3 p.m. For more informa-
tion regarding the films, please call
Kean Stage Box Office at (908)
737.SHOW (7469).

For complete Kean Stage Interna-
tional Film Series information, con-
tact Cory Lees, Director, Operations
at (908) 737-5932, or email
ransomco@kean.edu.

Kean Announces Date For
Reading Of Black’s Play 8

UNION – Less than one month
after the United States Supreme
Court agreed to hear not one, but
two cases challenging legislation
that seeks to restrict marriage to a
man and a woman, Kean University
Department of Theatre – with li-
cense from the American Founda-
tion for Equal Rights (AFER) and
Broadway Impact – is proud to an-
nounce its rescheduled reading of
8, a play chronicling the historic
trial in the federal constitutional
challenge to California’s Proposi-
tion 8, written by Academy Award-
winning screenwriter and AFER
Founding Board Member Dustin
Lance Black.

Originally scheduled for Novem-
ber 5, 2012 and postponed due to
Hurricane Sandy, Kean’s reading
of 8 will now take place mere
months before the Supreme Court is
expected to begin hearing arguments
in both cases.

8 is an unprecedented account of
the Federal District Court trial in
Perry v. Schwarzenegger (now
Hollingsworth v. Perry, one of the
two cases soon to be heard by the
Supreme Court), a suit initially filed
by AFER in 2009 to overturn Propo-
sition 8, which stripped gay and les-
bian Californians of the fundamen-
tal freedom to marry.

Mr. Black, who penned the Acad-
emy Award-winning feature film
Milk and the film J. Edgar, based 8
on the actual words of the trial tran-
scripts, first-hand observations of
the courtroom drama and interviews
with the plaintiffs and their families.
Scenes include flashbacks to some

of the more jaw-dropping moments
of the trial, such as the admission by
the Proposition 8 supporters’ star
witness, David Blankenhorn, that
“we would be more American on the
day we permitted same-sex marriage
than we were on the day before.”

Directed by Maureen Heffernan
of Young Audiences New Jersey,
Kean’s production of 8 will feature a
cast of Equity actors, Kean faculty,
students, alumni, and staff.

“I am delighted to be a part of this
production of 8, which provides an
opportunity to meet and understand
more about real people who are part
of the struggle for marriage equal-
ity. This is an engaging look at a
difficult issue facing our country,”
said Ms. Heffernan.

Kean’s reading of 8 will take place
on Monday, January 28, at 7:30 p.m.
in the Little Theatre within the Uni-
versity Center. Tickets are $8 for
seniors and Kean students/faculty/
staff; $18 for the general public; and
$88 for those wishing to make a
substantial donation. All proceeds
benefit the American Foundation for
Equal Rights, and tickets may be
purchased at the Kean University
Box Office by calling (908) 737-
7469.

Budapest Festival
Orchestra at NJPAC
NEWARK — The Budapest Festi-

val Orchestra, under the direction of
Hungarian conductor and orchestra
founder Ivan Fischer, comes to New
Jersey Performing Arts Center’s
(NJPAC) Prudential Hall on Saturday,
January 19, at 8 p.m. with a program
featuring violinist Liza Ferschtman in
a performance of Leonard Bernstein’s
Serenade for Violin and Orchestra.
Surrounding this piece will be Dmitri
Shostakovich’s Jazz Suite – known
for its hummable, melancholy waltz
– and Sergei Rachmaninoff’s volup-
tuous Symphony No. 2. Ferschtman
replaces Janine Jansen, the previously
announced soloist for the perfor-
mance.

Tickets are $25-$110 and are avail-
able by calling (888) 466-5722, at the
NJPAC Box Office at One Center
Street in downtown Newark, and at
www.njpac.org.

To purchase tickets for groups of
10 or more, call (973) 297-5804. This
performance is part of the Bank of
America Classical Series and is made
possible in part by the New Jersey
State Council on the Arts and Dis-
cover Jersey Arts.

Derman Named
YoungArts Finalist

MIAMI, Fla. - Alexa Derman, a
junior at Westfield High School, is a
National YoungArts Foundation Fi-
nalist in Writing. Chosen from ap-
proximately 10,000 applications from
students in nine disciplines in the
visual, literary and performing arts,
Alexa will participate in a life-chang-
ing experience provided by the Na-
tional YoungArts Foundation.

Alexa Derman
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Winter Fever Toy
Show Announced

MOUNT LAUREL — On Sunday,
January 27, the 6th Winter Fever Toy
Show will take place at its new loca-
tion, The Enterprise Center at
Burlington County College, 3331 Route
38, Mount Laurel, from 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. Admission is $6; children under
the age of 12 are free. Early buyers can
enter at 9 a.m. for $10. Parking is free
at this indoor, all weather event.

The toy show will feature up to 200
tables of new, antique, and collectible
toys for sale from unique toy dealers
from the east coast. For more informa-
tion, visit www.toyshows.org or call
(856) 302-3606.

Have Lunch With Corino Brothers
Wrestlers At Burger Palace

WESTFIELD – Where is the best
place for burgers and steak fries? It
is Burger Palace, 251 North Avenue
West in Westfield! The greatest milk
shake in the world is at Burger Pal-
ace. Enjoy delicious onion rings,
hot dogs, seafood and the Fabulous
Corino Brothers!

Come have lunch with the hottest
team in wrestling on Saturday, Janu-
ary 12, from Noon to 1 p.m. Meet
the Fabulous Corino Brothers, en-
joy a delicious lunch from the Burger

Palace’s extensive menu, and take
home a souvenir picture of the Fabu-
lous Corino Brothers!

Slam down some great food, and
talk slams and jams with the Fabu-
lous Corino Brothers! Saturday,
January 12, from Noon to 1 p.m. at
Burger Palace located at 251 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jer-
sey.

We will be waiting to see you all!
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WARM WELCOME FOR FROSTKINGS…The Westfield Memorial Library
will present The FrostKings, pictured, this Saturday, January 12, beginning at 2
p.m. This free concert will be open to Westfield Memorial Library and MURAL
cardholders. The library is located at 550 East Broad Street. To register for the
program, visit the library’s website, wmlnj.org, and click on the Online Calendar,
or call (908) 789-4090, ext 0.

Reading is good for you!
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