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Letters to
the Editor

Improve Westfield’s Emergency
Response Plans for Next Storm

Languishing In Congress For More
Than 2 Months After The Catastrophe

Tradition Would Be
Lost If FW, SP Merge
Adele Gatens’ letter in The Times

of January 3 notes that the tradition
of Santa delivering toys throughout
Fanwood dates back almost 60 years.
This Christmas, Santa came through
riding on the bumper of a Fanwood
fire truck, escorted by a Fanwood
Police car and a Fanwood Rescue
Squad ambulance. This is one of the
many traditions and services, which
are likely to disappear if Scotch Plains
absorbs Fanwood, as some are pro-
posing.

David Harris
Fanwood

We Welcome Senate Dems to Join Us
When Done Yelling at The Governor

Senator Sweeney’s
Comment Is Shocking

And Appalling
It’s extremely disturbing that the

Senate President is choosing to po-
liticize the unspeakable suffering so
many thousands of our residents con-
tinue to endure as a result of Sandy. I
have met many of my constituents
who have been so adversely affected
by this historic storm and have seen
first hand their day-to-day struggles
to cope and recover.

The Senate President has made our
residents pawns in his political games.
To suggest Governor Christie is us-
ing the storm to formulate policy is
unconscionable, as he has shown
nothing but outstanding leadership
and empathy in its aftermath.

Senator Sweeney’s comment is
shocking and appalling and every
New Jerseyan should be highly in-
sulted.

Asm. Dave Rible
R-Monmouth

Editor’s note: At a press confer-
ence Monday, Sen. Sweeney said the
governor’s “jobs package is a hurri-
cane” and Christie “prayed a lot and
a storm came” — and then said: “I
shouldn’t say that. I apologize for
saying that.”

By now, it appears that Westfield’s
leaders are well on their way to bring-
ing Westfield back to normal after
Sandy. To better prepare the town for
the next storm, I offer a few New
Year’s resolutions for the Westfield’s
public servants to implement.

Improve Communications: The
Town of Westfield needs to be able to
better communicate the next time a
storm or another incident threatens.
The town already subscribes to the
“Honeywell Alert Plus” system, simi-
lar to what is used by the Westfield
Schools and many Union County
towns, which can contact residents
by phone, e-mail, or text via after a
simple sign-up on a web page. The
Alert Plus system should be fully
implemented as soon as possible.

Prepare Adequate Resources: The
Town of Westfield should prepare
and publish a list of resources avail-
able to town residents in case of a
disaster or major outage. The avail-
ability of shelters with heat and gen-
erator-provided electricity along with
charging stations and other resources
should be known to all residents in
advance of the need.

Engage the community: Many

towns in N.J. have a publicized “Of-
fice of Emergency Management” or
even a “Community Emergency Re-
sponse Team” which coordinates
volunteer emergency response when
needed. At a minimum, Westfield
should have an annual recorded pub-
lic meeting to discuss emergency
plans and to solicit suggestions re-
garding how to better prepare for the
next outage.

Set appropriate expectations: In the
corporate world, “service level agree-
ments” (SLA’s) define contractual
response with support services.
Westfield or even the New Jersey
state government should develop
SLA’s with utility and communica-
tion providers in order to at least set
a benchmark for service restoration.
With the number of state leaders who
live in or represent Westfield, the
town’s leaders should have easy ac-
cess to those who can make such
SLA’s a statewide priority.

Personally, I hope to hear soon
how the town plans to improve emer-
gency response, including dates when
those plans will be implemented.

Gary McCready
Westfield

We are told that our beloved
United States of America escaped
“the fiscal cliff” in the nick of time.
We were told falsely because the
issue remains the same. How are
we to unburden ourselves and fu-
ture generations of the massively
growing Federal debt bought on by
spending by the Federal govern-
ment which now runs annually well
over $1 trillion more than the rev-
enue the Federal government re-
ceives each year?

The national public debt now
stands at more than $16 trillion dol-
lars!

Federal accounting rules exclude
more than $5 trillion of obligations
of Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac.

Guaranteed obligations are ex-
cluded.

Unfunded obligations of Medi-
care, Medicaid, and Social Secu-
rity of nearly $50 trillion are ex-
cluded.

Total Federal obligations are
nearly $62 trillion dollars!

According to the Office of Man-
agement and Budget, the national
debt has more than tripled since
2000 and is expected double be-
tween 2008 and 2015.

The total Federal debt is now more
than 100 percent of the gross na-
tional product! According to the
International Monetary Fund, this
is more the percentage for the Eu-
ropean Union (83 percent) or for
France (86 percent), Germany (81
percent), The Netherlands (65 per-
cent), the United Kingdom (86 per-
cent), and Spain (68 percent) or for
Latin America (35 percent) or for
Asia (41 percent), according to the
International Monetary Fund,
Eurostat, and the Organization for
Economic Co-operation and Devel-
opment.

Interest payments on the Federal
debt total are some $430 billion
dollars but would be considerably
higher but for “negative real inter-

est rates”. (St. Louis Federal Re-
serve).

Federal interest payments on the
national debt are approaching what
we spend on national defense!

According to the Bureau of La-
bor Statistics of the United States
Department of Labor, the national
debt works out to more than $91,500
for each member of the American
work force.

According to the United States
Department of the Treasury and the
Federal Reserve, foreign holders
hold more than one-third of United
States Treasury securities. Japan and
China each hold well more than $1
trillion of the securities.

But there was another casualty.
Congress, so intently focused on
“the fiscal cliff”, failed to take im-
mediate action to approve the $60
billion requested by Governor Chris
Christie and Governor Andrew
Cuomo for Hurricane Sandy relief!
This request has languished in Con-
gress for more than 2 months after
the catastrophe!

And yet there is still another ca-
sualty of the recent contretemps
over “the fiscal cliff”. This is the
growing public suspicion that the
United States is ungovernable be-
cause Congress and The White
House are unable to solve the na-
tional debt crisis among the other
extraordinarily pressing problems
the country faces.

Some great countries fall because
of war or because of invasion or
because of some vast change in the
natural environment. But our threat
is self-inflicted for want of brave
and bold Congressional and Presi-
dential leadership to solve the loom-
ing fiscal catastrophe!

Our country does not face a “fis-
cal cliff”. It faces the Grand Can-
yon!

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

Editor’s Note: Senate Republican
Leader Tom Kean Jr. (R-21, Westfield)
issued the following response to Sen-
ate Democrats’ press conference on
Monday:

*****
For the first time in recent memory,

New Jerseyans are optimistic about
the direction of our state.

This happened with Republican
leadership focusing on the basics:
restoring fiscal discipline to govern-
ment, holding the line on taxes, and
improving the climate for the private
sector to grow our economy and cre-
ate jobs.

Senate Democrats’ relentless fo-
cus on wedge issue politics and pick-
ing fights with the Governor isn’t just

a waste of time, it’s counterproduc-
tive. It has prevented us from finding
common ground on issues like the
minimum wage, thrown our judiciary
into chaos, and left common-sense
ideas to improve education un-
touched.

The people of New Jersey are tired
of these temper tantrums because they
poison the well of cooperation and
grind government to a halt.

Republicans will continue to focus
on moving our state forward by get-
ting government back to the basics
that will secure a strong economy
and affordable state for years to come.
We welcome Senate Democrats to
join us when they’re done yelling at
the Governor for the umpteenth time
and accusing him of praying for a
natural disaster.

Sen. Tom Kean Jr.
Westfield

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Rush Holt (D)
50 Washington Rd., West Windsor, N.J. 08550
(609) 750-9365
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 12th Congressional District]

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

MADID
1. Nervous; fidgety
2. Soiled and wrinkled
3. Wet; moist
4. Covered with filth

POORT
1. An oceanographer
2. A mountain pass
3. A worker in a diamond mine, espe-

cially South Africa
4. Deep feeling of remorse, guilt

HIN
1. With great speed
2. An extra seat on a motorcycle be-

hind the driver’s seat
3. Extreme doubt, disbelief
4. A Hebrew measure of liquids hold-

ing about six quarts
POPLITEAL

1. The part of the leg behind the knee
2. The gland in a frog that enables it to

croak
3. Having a sticky, viscous or gooey

texture
4. Precipitous; extremely steep

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Burking – Murdering persons in

order to sell their bodies for dissection
2. Simagre – A grimace
3. Buccal – Petaining to the cheek or

mouth
4. Blotto – Very drunk; unconscious

because of drinking too much

Freeholders Moving New
Blood into Leadership Posts

After many years of Union Freeholder chairman-
ships under veteran Freeholders like Alexander
Mirabella and Dan Sullivan, Union County govern-
ment is moving to new blood in 2013.

Freeholder Linda Carter, a public school teacher
and former Plainfield City Councilwoman, was
named chairwoman by her colleagues at Sunday’s
reorganization meeting. Elected to the board in
2010, she will likely be followed next year by
Freeholder Chris Hudak of Linden who is serving as
vice-chairman this year.

Freeholder Mirabella has served as chairman four
times, most recently in 2012, with Freeholder Sullivan
serving three times. The board has seen a number of
retirements in the last few years including veterans
Deborah Scanlon, the late Chester Holmes and Rick
Proctor, who is now mayor of Rahway. While Free-
holders Sullivan (18), Mirabella (15), Angel Estrada
(13) and Betty Jane Kowalski (8) have served for
many years on the board; the remaining five free-
holders have been on the board three or less years.

We offer kudos to Freeholder Mirabella for his
efforts in 2012 to help the business community
through the “Union County Means Business” break-
fast series as well as his strong efforts of working
with municipalities during and after Hurricane Sandy.
He is the only chairman to hold freeholder meetings
outside the county seat of Elizabeth and has demon-
strated a willingness to work with all towns in the
county – regardless of political affiliation.

One area we applaud Freeholder Carter for is

building on Freeholder Mirabella’s effort last year to
communicate with the county’s 21 mayors by mak-
ing permanent the Union County Mayors Emer-
gency Management Group aimed at improving the
county’s response during emergencies. She also
intends to continue the “Union County Means Busi-
ness” series.

Freeholder Carter is also asking municipal library
directors to develop programs such as seminars to
raise the awareness of small businesses in the com-
munity. Also among her initiatives is an opportunity
for towns and school boards to save energy through
the installation of energy efficient boilers, lights and
HVAC equipment.

We do wonder though where the money for this
will come from. We urge the board to end past
practices of borrowing money on the backs of the
taxpayers then bestowing gifts to organizations as if
it were from the Freeholders.

Better communication between all levels of gov-
ernment is important. With that in mind, we encour-
age the county to work with mayors or their desig-
nees to actually reduce county spending rather than
simply shifting county tax increases to debt as has
been done in the past.

Summit Common Council members attended
many meetings in 2013 whereby they offered a lot of
good suggestions, but none have been implemented.

We wish Freeholder Carter the foremost of luck as
freeholder chairwoman. Many in Union County
hope for and need her best. We’re behind her.

Who Will Run for Office in 2013?
It Is A ‘Full Contact Sport’

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Linda Carter, chair
lcarter@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Look ahead to 2013 politics, will this be the year
when new blood comes to the forefront – or will the
rough and tumble world of politics be one of blood-
shed? It is a “full contact sport,” as pundits say. Who
will run for office this year? Who will challenge
incumbents within their own party, making primary
elections meaningful? Who will be the party chairs
– who gets bounced and who survives?

In Westfield, will Andy Skibitsky seek a third,
four-year term as Westfield Mayor? Will
councilpersons Della Fera, Loughlin, Kimmins and
Haas seek reelection or aspire to higher office?

What does the future hold for Fanwood Mayor
Colleen Mahr? Will the well-liked and capable mayor
continue to sit on the sidelines or will she get in the
game by running for the state Assembly in District
22; perhaps challenging long-time Assemblywoman
Linda Stender of Scotch Plains in the June Demo-
cratic Primary? Maybe the county Dems will avoid
the scrap by awarding the Mayor Mahr a Freeholder
seat.

Will Republicans rise from the ashes after getting
beaten badly at the polls in Scotch Plains last year?

At the county level, will Dan Sullivan seek a
seventh term as freeholder at the same time he is
serving as executive director of the Union County
Utilities Authority? Is it time for Mr. Sullivan to
retire from the board, both to avoid the continued

perception of a conflict between the two posts as
well as to give a political newcomer the opportunity.

How much longer will Charlotte DeFilippo of
Hillside serve as both Union County Democratic
Chair as well as in her six-figure salary as director of
the Union County Improvement Authority?

Is it time for her counterpart, Phil Morin of
Cranford, to step aside as Union County Republican
chairman? The GOP hasn’t won a freeholder seat
since 1997. They haven’t even put up a good fight.

Mr. Morin is employed for a law firm that lobbies
on behalf of the interests of both political parties.
Perhaps a change may make it more comfortable for
him in his lobbying career.

 Just as many NFL teams canned losing coaches,
is it time for the county GOP to elect a new chair-
man? Perhaps Mountainside Councilman Glenn
Mortimer would like the job.

And what about candidates for local school boards?
Is anyone going to run this year? It seems the boards
are struggling to find folks who would like to serve.
Since school elections were moved to November
and the vote on school budgets was removed from
the public vote, will citizens’ forget they have a
school board? They are reminded of course when
they glance at their property tax.

And who is going to challenge popular New Jersey
Governor Chris Christie?

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm
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Phone - (908) 232-4407
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