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Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
UNION COUNTY FREEHOLDERS...Several members of the Union County Freeholders were sworn in at the reorgani-
zation meeting held January 6 at the county courthouse. Pictured, from left to right, are: Freeholder Vice-Chairman
Christopher Hudak, Freeholder Daniel Sullivan, Freeholder Vernell Wright, Freeholder Angel Estrada, Freeholder Bette
Jane Kowalski, Freeholder Chairman Linda Carter, Freeholder Mohamed Jalloh, Freeholder Alexander Mirabella and
Freeholder Bruce Bergen.

 Photo courtesy of Tom Kranz
JOB WELL DONE...Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr thanks Bob Kruthers of the
Fanwood Rescue Squad for his continued service to the community at the
borough council reorganization meeting on January 1, as other members of the
squad look on.

Gun Buyback, Low-Cost Energy
Programs On Tap at County

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY – Creation of a mayors
emergency management group for
future storms, a county gun buyback
program, job training and business
assistance and a community energy
aggregation program top the list of
initiatives announced by 2013 Union
County Freeholder Chairwoman
Linda Carter at Union County’s 156th
reorganization meeting held on Sun-
day.

Freeholder Carter, a Plainfield resi-
dent elected to the board in 2010, is
the first African-American woman to
serve as freeholder chair. A teacher,
she said the mass murders at a
Newtown, Conn. school in Decem-
ber would be the “tipping point in the

discussion on guns, violence and
schools safety.” She said the free-
holders should support legislation by
Assemblyman Joseph Cryan (D-20,
Union) to “limit the capacity of cer-
tain gun magazines in New Jersey.”
She said Union County’s gun buy
back program, which she admitted,
“may not be a cure all,” would be
conducted by the county police. She
said a similar program in Camden
County resulted 1,300 weapons, in-
cluding semi-automatic weapons,

being turned in.
Looking at job training, Freeholder

Carter said under the Union County
CHOICES Program, Union County
College would offer training in
healthcare/allied health and retail/
hospitality.

On her green energy initiative, she
said the Union County Improvement
Authority would “explore” the en-
ergy aggregation program whereby
county residents and businesses could
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Paul Lachenauer  for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NEW CHAIRMAN...Freeholder Linda Carter is sworn as board chairman by
Plainfield Municipal Judge Joan Robinson Gross at the Union County reorgani-
zation meeting held January 6 at the county courthouse in Elizabeth, as her
mother, Adele Carter, looks on.

ANTI BULLYING…Sgt. Ernie Hernandez from the Scotch Plains Police Depart-
ment recently visited St. Bartholomew Academy to make a presentation about
bullying. Sgt. Hernandez discussed all aspects of bullying prevention, including
why people bully, what one can do when they are bullied, what bystanders should
do, as well as cyberbullying. The presentation was concluded with a visit from
Father John Paladino, pastor of St. Bartholomew the Apostle Roman Catholic
Church, who spoke about character and Christian values.

Beckerman Appointed to Vacant
SP Council Seat; Dems Control 4-1

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Louis
Beckerman, who led the township
Democratic Party since late 2009,
was unanimously named to the town-
ship council on Tuesday, filling the
vacancy created when Kevin Glover
resigned his council seat to assume
the mayoralty on January 1.

At a special meeting dominated by
announcements of various appoint-
ments for the new year, Mr.
Beckerman was chosen from among
three names submitted by the local
Democrats to the council — John

Thompson and Phil Wiener being the
other two. Mr. Beckerman
will serve until a special
election is held in Novem-
ber to fill out the remain-
der of Mr. Glover’s coun-
cil term, which runs
through 2014.

After the council’s 4-0
vote to ratify Mr.
Beckerman’s selection, he
was immediately sworn in
by Township Clerk Bonnie
Lacina and took his place
on the dais, completing the Demo-
crats’ 4-1 council advantage assured

after the November elections of Mr.
Glover as mayor and Col-
leen Gialanella as council
member. Mr. Beckerman
said he was “absolutely
thrilled” to join the govern-
ing body, adding, “I think
there’s a lot of good things
we can do.”

Mayor Glover an-
nounced several other ap-
pointments, including
Theresa Mullen, who ran
unsuccessfully for council

seats in 2008 and 2009, as township
prosecutor and Suzette Cavadas as
assistant prosecutor. The law firm of
Eric Morrell was named public de-
fender, with David Littman as alter-
nate public defender.

The two land use boards will have
some new faces this year and beyond.
Mr. Glover named himself, Council-
man Beckerman and Robert LaCosta
to the planning board for one-year
terms and named John Thompson,
Michael Graziano and Theresa Flood
to three-year terms. Two long-time
members—Maria Sartor, a member
since 1990, and Joseph Doyle, a 16-
year veteran—were not reappointed
to the board.

Dan Sullivan and Anthony
Gialanella were appointed to the zon-
ing board of adjustment for three-
year terms while Chris Thompson
and Ira Bodenstein will serve as alter-
nate members. Art Coon, Robert Nora
and Thomas Byrne were named to
three-year terms on the construction
board of appeals.

The mayor also announced coun-
cil liaison assignments for the year.
Mr. Glover assigned himself to,
among others, the planning board,
the library board of trustees, the
shared services coordinating com-
mittee and the Scotch Plains Man-
agement Corp. Deputy Mayor
Gialanella was assigned to the recre-
ation commission and shared ser-
vices coordinating committee. Coun-
cilman Michael Marcus was assigned
to the environmental commission and
the Frazee House Committee.

Louis Beckerman

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

SP-F BOE Holds Re-
Organizational Meeting

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Business Ad-
ministrator/Board Secretary
Deborah Saridaki called the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Educa-
tion (BOE) to order Tuesday evening
as the yearly reorganizational meet-
ing took place for the district.

Mrs. Saridaki discussed
November’s school election, in which
16,820 voters participated, for the three
uncontested BOE seats. The break-
down of votes for the three candidates
was as follows: Betty Anne Woerner
earned 4,945 votes; Trip Whitehouse
earned 4,690 and Karen Kulikowski
received 4,339 votes. All board mem-
bers will be fulfilling three-year terms.

After the oath of office was admin-
istered to all three newly re-elected
members, Mr. Whitehouse was unani-
mously elected as board president
and Nancy Bauer was unanimously
named as vice-president. Both held
the same positions last year.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times,
along with The Star-Ledger and The
Patch, were unanimously appointed
as the official publications for all
district legal public notices.

In addition, TD Bank of Scotch
Plains was unanimously designated
as the official depository for the
district’s Board of Education Gen-
eral Operating Account in addition to
the BOE Payroll Account and the
BOE Cafeteria Fund. TD Bank also
was designated as the official bank
for the BOE Petty Cash Fund along
with the High School Athletic Fund
and the Student Activity Fee Fund. In
addition, TD Bank was designated as
the official bank for the Community
Education Fund and for the district’s
Flexible Spending Account (FSA).

Before adjournment, members of
the BOE reminded residents that to-
day, Thursday, January 10, was the
new kick-off date for the district’s
Big Read Project. It will take place at
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MS BOE Swears in Motz,
Parker; Appoints Reps.

By CATHERINE WATSON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – Board Secre-
tary Charles Milewski, acting as tem-
porary chairman prior to the election
of officers for 2013, opened the
Mountainside Board of Education’s
annual reorganization meeting Tues-
day night. He swore in two board
members, Kate Motz and Jeane
Parker, both of whom recently won
elections to the board for three-year
terms. Both Mrs. Motz and Mrs.
Parker had already served the board
by appointment since October 2011,
when they were picked to replace
resigning board members Mary Beth
Shaumberg and Carolyn Williams.

Mr. Milewski then called for nomi-
nations for school board president
and vice-president. James Ruban,
Jr. and Christopher Minks, who
served as president and vice presi-
dent, respectively, in 2012, were
nominated and unanimously re-
elected to those positions. Mr. Ruban
took the president’s chair and con-
ducted the remainder of the meet-
ing.

After approving the adoption of
the most recent schedule of meet-
ings, along with several general ap-
pointments, policies, rules and agree-
ments, the board went on to deter-
mine which board members would
serve in various representative posi-
tions for 2013.

Board member Carmine Venes will
function as the board’s first County
School Boards Association Delegate.

Mrs. Parker, formerly the board’s
New Jersey School Boards Associa-
tion (NJSBA) Delegate, will this year

act as liaison to the Berkeley Heights
Board of Education (BH-BOE), a
role that belonged to board member
Dante Gioia last year. Mr. Gioia will
be the NJSBA Delegate for 2013.

Mr. Ruban will take over from Mrs.
Motz as Mountainside Public Library
liaison for the coming year. He men-
tioned that the library would be hir-
ing a new director early in the year.

The board elected to keep mem-
bership in its various committees
largely as it was in 2012. Mrs. Parker
joined the Curriculum Committee,
however. A new committee, the Stra-
tegic Planning Committee, also was
formed. Mrs. Parker, Mrs. Motz and
Cathy Jakositz will compose the new
committee.

Mr. Gioia gave his final report as
BH-BOE liaison. He noted that the
BH-BOE elected a new president,
Helen Kirsch, on January 3. He dis-
tributed copies of the district curricu-
lum, to which he wants all board
members to have easy access, going
forward. He said that no information
regarding tuition statistics for the pre-
vious year has yet come in from the
State of New Jersey, but he expects
that information to arrive soon.

Finally, Mr. Gioia commented that
the board had weathered a difficult
recent period, having replaced two
board members, hammered out con-
tract negotiations with the
Mountainside Education Association,
and appointed a new board secretary.
He said that disagreements over
nearly every aspect of business that
came before the board had always
been cordial and productive, and had
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GW Council Members Trade
Barbs Over AFC Costs

By MEGAN K. SCOTT
Specially written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – The debate over
the Garwood Athletic Field Com-
plex (AFC) was reignited Tuesday
night, with borough council mem-
bers sparring over the exact cost to
taxpayers and Mayor Pat Quattroc-
chi twice having to gavel the more
than hour-long work session to or-
der.

Council President Sara Todisco,
who voted for the project, and first-
year Councilwoman Ann Palmer
traded barbs with Councilman Jim
Mathieu, the lone opponent in

August’s 5-1 vote to approve the
project. The borough broke ground
last month.

Ms. Todisco began the exchange
by criticizing The Westfield Leader
for a story in the January 3 edition
that stated the added debt from the
$3.2-million project would cost
about $1,800 per property owner.
She said the real cost will be $25
each year or $375 over the next 15
years – the time needed to pay for
the project – on a home assessed at
$100,000.

“This fabrication crosses the
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8


