
BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-6  Thursday, January 3, 2013

goleader.com/ballyhoo

Letters to the Editor
We Need Real Reform Of Our Mental
Health And Criminal Justice Systems
What I believe is needed in this

country is a dose of common
sense. From airport security, to
military service, to “gun con-
trol,” we should take a close look
at what they do over in Israel.

Most of what we do in America
is “security theater.” We make
things look secure, feel secure,
but do very little to actually se-
cure them. Case in point: The
TSA.

What the horrible events in
Newtown should prove to us,
besides the obvious fact of a
completely broken public mental
health system, is that it is long
past the time to replace theater
with actual security.

Am I talking about “armed
guards in schools?” No, I’m talk-
ing about armed cops in every
school, involved with and help-
ing direct a larger overall secu-
rity plan. The police are only part
of it, but it’s as good a place to
start. Every school in the nation
should have School Resource Of-
ficers in it. SROs are fully trained
and equipped police officers, who
work in the school and are part of
the staff engaged in teaching our
children not only book knowl-
edge, but how to actually live in
this crazy world.

Then we have to accept that no
matter what security measures
we put in place, we will not be
able to save everyone from a
determined attacker or group of
attackers, ones who will likely
know the security procedures
because they will be a student at
that school we are trying to pro-
tect or will have done extensive
planning prior to the attack. We
can only make sure they know
their cowardly attack will be met
with a quick and likely deadly
response, a response involving
bringing the maximum amount

of force and violence to the crimi-
nal or criminals and doing what-
ever it takes to stop them. Don’t
underestimate the power of this
kind of deterrence.

Instead of engaging in the use-
less gun control discussion going
between the media talking heads
and idiotic political hacks looking
for votes, engage in some real-
ity. The “assault weapons ban”
won’t stop one single “bad guy”
from shooting something up if
that’s what he wants to do.

I am all for regulations on who
can purchase, own or carry fire-
arms. I do not see the need for
the average person to have an
AK-47 or an AR-15. I think train-
ing should be required for any-
one who wishes to have a “con-
cealed carry” permit. I do not
believe anyone but the police
should be carrying firearms in
plain view. But we are truly kid-
ding ourselves if we think “ban-
ning” certain types of weapons
will do anything, but add years to
prison sentences after the fact of
the people that use them ille-
gally and manage to survive the
obvious response from law en-
forcement.

We can go over and over what
happened in Newtown, and in
every other place in America
someone has committed a hor-
rible act of mass murder, and we
will never figure out why. We will
not be able to figure out how to
stop it once it starts, because our
response will always be as good
as the last incident. The best
defense to an active shooter is a
good offense and the use of the
proper police techniques to iden-
tify those likely to try it and
arrest them before they act.

We have to accept that we can-
not save every innocent once the
active shooter incident is in

The Cranford Township Com-
mittee has not adopted by-laws
for the past two years, yet at the
11th hour and at a special meet-
ing on December 17, 2012, they
adopted an ordinance calculated
to change Cranford’s form of gov-
ernment. Citing lack of accom-
plishments, election fatigue, and
absence of accountability as rea-
sons for the change, the commit-
tee fails to recognize that the
form of government is not the
villain, but rather that their failed
leadership is the true issue. Per-
formance of the individual office
holders would not change with a
different form of government. The
problem is not the structure; the
problem rests with the individu-

als holding elective office. This
self-evident truth escapes them.

Accomplishments are difficult
without an organization. The dis-
mantling of Cranford’s govern-
ment began early in 2011 with
the removal of Cranford’s CFO
and continued with the removal
of the township administrator in
the fall of 2011. Without con-
ducting a search for a qualified
candidate, the committee ap-
pointed an interim administra-
tor. In 2012, the committee com-
pounded that error by failing to
conduct a search for a qualified
permanent administrator. In both
cases, all commissioners followed
the mayor’s lead, or more accu-
rately, the “chairman of the Town-
ship Committee,” and unani-
mously went along. Now 15
months later, the town will hope-
fully embark on a serious search
for a highly-qualified adminis-
trator. It is unclear how a differ-
ent form of government would
have led to a different result.
Edison, Newark, and Hillside all
have forms of government dif-
ferent than Cranford’s, yet the
problems of governing seem to
be the same.

Elections are held every year in
Cranford, and that is a good thing.
To hold them less frequently
cedes even more influence to
politicians and to political bosses.
At a minimum, citizens expect to
vote annually in freeholder and
school board elections. The bur-
den of running for office is not on
voters; the effort must come from
candidates willing to educate
themselves on issues, knock on
doors, raise money, and spend
countless hours running a cam-
paign. Changing Cranford’s gov-
ernment only advances the power
and the agendas of politicians
and would be detrimental to the
town. A change would further
establish a politics whose pur-
pose is patronage.

progress, but we can limit the
number of victims if we get real
about security. We can only act
with some common sense, and
prepare ourselves based upon
the simple fact there are people
in this world who have no morals
and would not hesitate to hurt
good honest people either be-
cause they are mentally ill or
simply don’t care. Not everyone
is a nice person, and not every-
one can be “saved” or “helped.”
Some folks need to be locked up
and kept away from the rest of us
for the good of society. We need
real reform of our mental health
and criminal justice systems to
make sure this happens, and
someone needs to do something
about the corruption in all levels
of government before the soci-
ety crumbles from within.
These “active shooter” incidents
are an example of the bigger
things wrong in America, and all
the special laws in the world
aren’t going to help if we don’t
wake up and look in the mirror.

Vincent Kearney
Garwood

The argument that there is no
accountability in the township
committee form of government is
hollow. Voters hold commission-
ers accountable for their actions
at the ballot box, but township’
employees are selectively held
responsible by the committee.
That failure is the commissioners’
responsibility and not the form of
government’s fault. There are
plenty of recent examples: fail-
ure to flag unpaid property taxes
which improperly allowed an ap-
plication for a drug treatment
facility to come before the plan-
ning board; disappearance of
documents; an alleged kidnap-
ping of a township employee by
the township; and apparent dis-
order in the bidding and awarding
of township contracts.

The Star-Ledger identifies poli-
tics as the root cause of dysfunc-
tion in Edison, pointing to the
police union using its political
muscle to help install a mayor
that will do its dirty work. De-
spite an investigation, “no one
was held accountable.” Another
article noted that New Jersey
“continues to lay claim to a politi-
cal culture of entrenched
cronyism and corruption that is
by its nature inimical to good
government.”

Accomplishments occur
through cooperation, and that is
not determined by form of gov-
ernment. Fewer elections do not
translate into less politics, but
rather fewer elections result in
the loss of citizen control. And
accountability needs to be de-
manded by office holders; it is
not dependent on the form of
government. The committee’s
first act of 2013 should be to
adopt by-laws, and its second
act should be to repeal the ordi-
nance on changing Cranford’s
form of government.

Mark Smith, Former Chair
Cranford Township Committee

*** Cranford Should Adopt By-Laws, ***
*** Repeal Changing Form of Government ***

REFORM CONTINUED


