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JUNE:.
Garwood

A motion to pass an ordinance
for bulk pickup this year failed,
3-2, with borough council mem-
bers Timothy Hak and Louis
Petruzzelli voting in favor of the
plan. Councilman Victor DeFilippo
was absent. Mayor Patricia
Quattrocchi said, “I think it is the
fair thing to do,” when asked by
Councilman Jim Mathieu of her
opinion on the bulk ordinance
presented.

She said she thought there were
residents who did not have the
means to dispose of unwanted
items through hiring a private
hauler themselves.

Although two incumbents filed
to run for the Garwood BOE, a
three-year seat remained open.
BOE President Adele Lewis and
current member Barbara Greet
decided to run for the three-year
open positions. If no write-ins
emerged during the election, the
board would appoint another
member to fill the last position
after interviewing the candidates.
Cranford

The township committee, in a
3-2 party-line vote, gave final
approval to the 2012 municipal
budget, to be financed by a 2.96-
percent increase in property-tax
levies. The $33.97-million spend-
ing plan – of which, $22.5 million
would be financed by property
taxes with $900,000 in surplus
also contributing – was criticized
by the two committee Demo-
crats, with Commissioner Kevin
Campbell saying that too much
surplus was being used, a move
he called “not wise at this time.”
He said the surplus should be
looked at as “the savings ac-
count of the town” and more
should be set aside for future
emergencies such as another
hurricane and flooding.

JULY
Garwood

New Jersey State Superior

AUGUST:
Garwood

With the council chambers
packed with residents both op-
posing and supporting it, the
Garwood Council passed, 5-1, a
15-year, $3,257,000 bond ordi-
nance to authorize construction
of a multi-functioning athletic
field complex to replace the
Garwood Little League Park at
the end of Myrtle Avenue. It will
include a Little League field, a
turf field, basketball and bocce
courts, a playground, an air-con-
ditioned and heated field house
that also can be used for senior
meetings, a full kitchen,
scoreboards, field lighting and a
walking path.
Cranford

The Cranford Township Com-
mittee held a special meeting to
award a contract for repairs, reno-
vations and alterations to the
lower portion of the municipal
building on Springfield Avenue,
which was devastated by Hurri-
cane Irene in August 2011. The
lowest fully responsive bidder,

SEPTEMBER:
Garwood

The borough council adopted,
by a 4-2 vote, a new contract
with the local PBA. The three-
year contract gives a 2-percent
raise the first year and a 1.75-
percent raise thereafter, as well
as longevity benefits after serv-
ing five years on the force. Coun-
cil President Keith Sluka and
Councilman Jim Mathieu both
opposed the ordinance.

Superintendent of Schools
Teresa Quigley announced that
the state’s cost for school em-
ployees’ health benefits premi-
ums would increase 14 percent
beginning in January 2013.

The contract for the borough’s
Athletic Field Complex was com-
pleted.
Cranford

The planning board had some
tough questions for Warren
Connelly, the executive director
of the proposed Counseling Cen-
ter at Cranford. The company
wished to lease a building at 27
North Avenue, East, and offer
post-detoxification counseling to
persons recovering from chemi-
cal and alcohol addiction.

The township committee con-
sidered whether there was ad-
equate funding available to re-
store two crossing guards to their
posts near Brookside Place School.
The guards were among 14 whose
positions were eliminated due to
municipal budget cuts.

Court Judge Karen Cassidy, the
assignment judge for Union
County, ruled that The Pointe, a
44-unit, age-restricted condo-
minium complex, was not en-
titled to snow and ice removal by
the borough because she deemed
that the “area in question was
not a road but a driveway not
subject to the Municipal Services
Act.”

Residents of Garwood packed
the council chambers to express
their disapproval of a $3.2-mil-
lion bond proposal to build a turf
field. They argued against un-
dertaking more debt and that
the project only benefits a few.
The borough has about 4,000
residents. The added debt would
average about $1,800 per prop-
erty owner. The council never-
theless voted to proceed, with a
final vote coming at a meeting in
August.

W.B. Snyder Company, was
awarded the contract at the price
of $1,870,000.

OCTOBER:
Garwood

The zoning board approved a
certificate of non-conformity for
a two-family house at 99 Oak
Street, which is located in a
single-family zone (R/A zone).

Since joining the Greater
Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce (GWACC) in April,

Cranford
Democrats took the majority

on the Cranford Township Com-
mittee with the victory by Tho-
mas Hannen, Jr., 5,327, over
Republican W. Scott Mease,
4,648. Democrats will have a 3-
2 edge, thus commanding the
mayor’s seat come January. Re-
publican David Robinson, the
current mayor, did not seek re-
election.

State Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (R-21, Westfield) and
Union County Freeholders held a
Hurricane Sandy recovery infor-
mation session in the Roy Smith
Theater of Union County College
in Cranford. The session followed
a town hall forum with Asm.
Bramnick serving as the mod-
erator. Questions from the audi-
ence were referred to FEMA rep-
resentatives, as well as insur-
ance experts who were present.
Garwood

Garwood’s membership in the
organization has grown to 26
businesses.

Assemblyman Bramnick met
with area residents at the Dunkin’
Donuts to discuss residents’ con-
cerns following the aftermath of
Hurricane Sandy. Mr. Bramnick
said PSE&G crews were in
Westfield, Mountainside, Scotch
Plains and Fanwood to start res-
toration of power to homeowners
and businesses in those towns.

Democrats William Nierstedt,
with 896 votes, and Ann Palmer,
with 849, defeated GOP incum-
bent Tim Hak, 753, and new-
comer Mike Martin, 731, to win
two seats on the borough coun-
cil. Democrats come January will
now have a 4-2 majority on the
borough council with a Republi-
can mayor, Patricia Quattrocchi.

The borough council introduced
a $275,000 bond ordinance to
authorize the acquisition of capital
items for borough departments.

The borough’s zoning board ap-
proved an application from Powell’s
Properties for a site plan for its
roofing business to occupy an ex-
isting structure and to construct a
900-square-foot, two-door ga-

Fred T. Rossi for The Westfield Leader
2012-11-08: WAITING GAME...Area residents wait in line for gas last week at
the Hess station on North Avenue in Garwood. Gas supplies dwindled as stations
were depleted or had no power to pump the gas.
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