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l'ennemi du journaliste

WEISSE STARTS WITH PIN, BIRCH SEALS VICTORY; MURRAY PINS, CAPPELLO TECH FALL

Cougars Send Message, Rip No. 20 Brearley Bears, 45-26
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior Jeff Weiss began the
momentum and junior Corey
Birch clinched the team victory
as the Cranford High School wres-
tling team sent a clear message
and toppled the No. 20-ranked
Brearley Bears in Cranford on
December 27.

The 6-1 Cougars needed to get
bonus points wherever they could
and did, beginning with Weiss
when he lifted Jordan Velez with
a Claw and pried him to his back
for the fall in 4:45 at 220-bs.

“Coach said they are good, but
if we wrestle tough, we can win.
We got to get pins where we
knew we could. We couldn’t get
pinned. That was the key. I went
for the lift the first period. I got
the Claw, but couldn’t stick him.
The next period I got the Claw
and I was able to pin him,” Weiss
said.

Weiss, who had been battling
the flu, did, however, look a bit
sluggish in the second period.

“A couple of kids have been
sick. It’s going around, but that
hits every team. You just got to
fight through it, and Jeff fought
through it really well. He came
through with a huge pin,” Cou-
gar Head Coach Pat Gorman said.

With the Cougars leading 35-
12, Birch jumped up to 152-lbs
and tore into Bear Eoghan Sovona
recording four takedowns, a re-

versal and a pair of nearfalls to
seize a 14-5, majority decision
to seal the team victory.

“He was a man on fire out
there. He knew that we could
secure the victory with a big win

from him, and that’s what he did.
It’s good to see that leadership
as a junior,” Coach Gorman said.

“I went out there and wrestled
my match. I got what I wanted,
the Russians, the high crotches,

the single. I was looking for the
fall every single time. I didn’t
actually get the fall, but I got the
tech,” Birch said.

The few times, he allowed
Sovona to escape, Birch read
him well to bring him back to the
mat.

“He kept on charging at me
when I let him up, so I lowered

my level and blasted right to his
back every time,” Birch ex-
plained.

After Weiss’ victory, Cougar
heavyweight Jon El-Khoury
pinned Rasheed Banks in 3:46

using a front arm bar/half nelson.
The Cougars received a forfeit at
106-lbs, then NJSIAA qualifier in
2012 Nick DeMarco clamped Nick
Scaramuzzi in cradle in 22 sec-
onds at 113-lbs.

At 120-lbs, Bear Dylan Oliva
squeaked out a 7-5, overtime
decision over freshman Andrew
Tompkins. Bear Tim Murphy
closed the team score to 18-12
with an 8-5 decision over fresh-
man David Busch.

Gavin Murray stretched Kevin
Torres with a grapevine and a
Jacobs’ hook before pinning him
in 1:08 at 132-lbs to make the
score, 24-12. The Cougars re-
ceived another forfeit at 138-lbs
then freshman Mike Cappello
recorded three takedowns and
four nearfalls to grab a 16-1,
4:26 technical fall over Bear Matt
Disko.

“He already has all the tools.
Our PAL program is a good foun-
dation, so it’s nice to get a hand-
ful of kids who can break right
into your lineup,” Coach Gorman
said.

“That’s a tough group of fresh-
men. I am proud of that class.
They are big for us. They are
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING MORE BACK POINTS…Cougar Corey Birch, top, uses an arm bar/half nelson to turn Brearley Bear Eoghan
Sovona to his back in his 152-lb bout. Birch won, 14-5.
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