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Hamilton Stage to Present Raiders
of the Lost Ark: The Adaptation

RAHWAY – Are you having a
hard time finding a truly singular
present for your favorite pop cul-
ture geek? Buy them an advance
ticket to Raiders of the Lost Ark:
The Adaptation! It’s not available
online or on DVD; the only way to
see this hilarious and incredible film
is at one of their rare screenings.
Tickets are on sale now for a screen-
ing of the film in Rahway, discus-
sion and Q&A and book signing
with star/producer Chris
Strompolous and author Alan
Eisenstock presented at Union
County Performing Arts Center’s
(UC PAC) Hamilton Stage on Fri-
day, January 4, at 8 p.m. Tickets are
$20 and can be purchased at
UCPAC.org or call the box office at
(732) 499-8226.

Raiders of the Lost Ark returned
to the big screen this fall, the much
awaited BluRay box set was re-
leased in October, and a brand new
book, Alan Eisenstock’s “Raiders!:
The Story of the Greatest Fan Film
Ever Made” hit the shelves only
weeks ago...which means it is the
perfect time to see the homemade
cult sensation Steven Spielberg him-
self calls “hugely imaginative!” and
meet the boys behind it.

Featuring a rare screening of the
film and an on stage conversation
with producer/star Chris
Strompolos and author Alan
Eisentock, whose book “Raiders!”
chronicles Chris’s amazing adoles-
cent adventure remaking his favor-
ite film. Books will be on sale at the
event.

After seeing Raiders of the Lost
Ark in 1981, three 12-year-old
friends, Chris Strompolos, Eric Zala
and Jayson Lamb, began filming
their own shot-by-shot adaptation
in the backyards of their Missis-
sippi homes. Vigilant, resourceful,
and a little bit insane, these Missis-
sippi tweens gained access to sacks
of gunpowder, gallons of gasoline,
a retired WWII battleship and a
functioning Navy submarine. They
broke bones, got grounded, blew
up a garage, and got grounded again.
Eric had to be hospitalized twice,
once for having his hair set aflame,
and once because shards of plaster
from an exploding head “effect”
had to be surgically removed from
his scalp. Seven years later their
film was in the can. In 2003 (22
years from the project’s inception),
Steven Spielberg and George Lucas
watched the tribute and gave it their
stamp of approval, calling it “hugely
imaginative,” “impressive,” and
“lovingly detailed.”

In 2004, Vanity Fair did an ex-
pansive 10,000 word feature on the
boys’ experiences making the

movie, Quentin Tarantino became
a fan, Wes Craven called the film
“phenomenal,” and Paramount pro-
ducer Scott Rudin purchased the
life rights to their story. And now,
Alan Eisentock’s Raiders!, a super-
charged mini-epic that replaces Hol-
lywood dazzle with something far
more compelling: the agony and
ecstasy of raw adolescent delirium.

See the film, buy the book and
meet the boys behind it all!

Tickets are available at the UC
PAC/Hamilton Stage Box Office by
calling (732) 499-8226 or online at
UCPAC.org. The UCPAC Box Of-
fice, located at 1601 Irving Street,
Rahway, is open Tuesday through
Friday from 11 a.m. until 5 p.m.
and also open late on Thursdays
until 8 p.m.

Hamilton Stage is a project of the
City of Rahway Redevelopment
Agency. It is independently oper-
ated under the governance of Union
County Performing Arts Center, a

501(c)3 non-profit arts organization.
Located in the heart of the

Rahway Arts District, Hamilton
Stage is within walking distance of
the Rahway NJ Transit train station
and can be reached by taking exit
135 from the Garden State Parkway
or exit 12 from the NJ Turnpike.

Located at 360 Hamilton Street,
Hamilton Stage includes an inti-
mate 199-seat proscenium theater
and a flexible 60-seat theater and
rehearsal hall designed to comple-
ment UC PAC’s 1334-seat Main
stage, the 70-seat The Loft, and the
nearby 60-seat concert venue called
“1591.” When combined, these five
performing arts spaces make the
UC PAC campus one of the most
versatile creative spaces in the state.

Adjacent to Hamilton Stage is a
new brightly lit parking lot with
more than 100 spaces, all connected
by the beautiful new Arts Riverwalk
along the North Branch of the
Rahway River.

TAKE TWO...After seeing Raiders of the Lost Ark in 1981, three 12-year-old friends, Chris Strompolos, Eric Zala and
Jayson Lamb, began filming their own shot-by-shot adaptation in the backyards of their Mississippi homes. Paramount
producer Scott Rudin purchased the life rights to their story. And now, Alan Eisentock’s Raiders!, a super-charged mini-
epic that replaces Hollywood dazzle with something far more compelling: the agony and ecstasy of raw adolescent delirium.

HELPING HANDS…Tamaques School in Westfield aided in helping schools recover from Hurricane Sandy. A generous
Tamaques community contributed over $2,500 in supplies and gifts for the affected communities of Highlands and Union
Beach. In support of the National Guard unit stationed at the Westfield Armory, Tamaques donated hazard suits and face-
masks to aid in the clean up. They were able to supply an eighth grade classroom at Union Beach Memorial School with
classroom supplies and funds to replace curriculum materials lost in the storm. Led by fourth grader Madeline Silva,
Tamaques families also donated dozens of holiday gifts and several hundred dollars in gift cards for families who have been
affected by the disaster. Pictured are: Kristin Eliopolous’ third grade class and fourth grader, Madeleine Silva, shown with
Sgt. Christopher Caamano and SPC Mark Cubile of the National Guard.

Library to Host Exhibit of Black & White
Photography by Michael McKenna

KENILWORTH - The Gallery on
the Boulevard at the Kenilworth Pub-
lic Library will have on display
“Rarely Appreciated,” an exhibit of
black and white photography by
Michael F. McKenna, beginning

Les Malamut Art Gallery to
Host Multi-Media Exhibit

UNION - The Les Malamut Art
Gallery, located in the Union Pub-
lic Library, will host a multi-media
exhibit of paintings, drawings, and
photography by artist Dawn
Gilmore. The work may be viewed
from Thursday, January 3, through
Thursday, February 28, 2013. A re-
ception, free and open to the public
will be held on Saturday, January
26, 1-4 p.m.

Ms. Gilmore has participated in
an impressive number of both group
and solo exhibitions, including Van
Gogh’s Ear Cafe in Union, Gallery
U, No Joe’s Cafe, Art Alliance in
Red Bank, Arts Guild in Rahway,
Barron Arts Center in Woodbridge,
Andre Gallery in Metuchen and
Ceres Gallery in New York City.

She works in several different
mediums, three of which will be
included in the current exhibit. Ms.
Gilmore’s artistic background in-
cludes an Associate Degree of Ap-
plied Science Middlesex County
College, Bachelor of Arts, Fairleigh
Dickinson University and Du Cret

School of the Arts, Plainfield, N.J.
Ms. Gilmore uses a Pentax K-X

digital SLR camera for her photo-
graphic pieces. She states, “Pho-
tography is the most fun and spon-
taneous form of expression I use.
None of my images are staged. Each
one is something I had the pleasure
of stumbling upon.” She shoots up
close using natural light. Con-
versely, her paintings are very per-
sonal pieces, dealing with relation-
ships, loneliness, longing and life
changes. She paints with acrylic on
plexiglass or clayboard.

All artwork is available for pur-
chase by contacting the artist:
www.dawngilmore.com

The Gallery is located on the
lower level of the Union Public Li-
brary, 1980 Morris Avenue, Union.
The exhibit is free and open to the
public during regular library hours.
It is handicapped accessible and
free parking is available. For more
information visit
lesmalamutartgallery.web.officelive.com
or call (908) 851-5450.

Mixed Media by Dawn Gilmore

MIDSUMMER NIGHT…Dara
Silverman, a 2009 graduate of
Westfield High School, was recently
cast as Puck in A Midsummer Night’s
Dream  at Skidmore College in
Saratoga Springs, N.Y. Dara is a the-
atre major and will be graduating in
Spring 2013. She is the daughter of
Trudy and Marty Silverman of
Westfield.

Self Portrait by Dawn Gilmore

“Five Trees” by Michael McKenna

Open Rehearsal for NJWA
Wednesday Mornings Strings

New Jersey Workshop for the Arts Wednesday Morning Strings

WESTFIELD — On Wednesday,
January 9, at 10 a.m., the New Jer-
sey Workshop for the Arts (NJWA)
invites adults who play the violin,
viola, cello or string bass to attend
an open rehearsal at the NJWA stu-
dios, 150-152 East Broad Street,
Westfield.

According to Dr. Ted Schlosberg,
NJWA Founder and Executive Di-
rector, “This is a wonderful oppor-
tunity to find out more about the
group and to actually participate in
this exciting musical experience.”

Using a repertoire that includes
classical, Broadway, jazz, country,
folk and contemporary music,
Wednesday Morning Strings often
performs at local venues. They have
recently shared their talents with

residents at Chelsea at Fanwood
and Sunrise of Westfield.

Group member Margaret Chinn
stated, “It is great to be able to learn
something new with such a nice
group of people. We have a won-
derful time developing our skills
together, encouraging one another
as we go.”

Wednesday Morning Strings
meets weekly from 10 to 11:30 a.m.,
until June, at the NJWA studios.
Musicians may bring their own in-
struments or may rent one from the
studio.

To attend the open rehearsal, call
Dr. Schlosberg at (908) 789-9696,
extension 17, visit the NJWA stu-
dios or log on to
www.njworkshopforthearts.com.

Polish Cultural
Foundation To Host
Koledy Celebration

CLARK — In Poland, according
to the Roman Catholic tradition,
Christmas celebrations begin on
December 24 with the “Wigilia”, a
dinner prepared with special tradi-
tional foods, singing of “Koledy”
Christmas Carols at midnight Mass.
This officially begins the Christ-
mas season, which ends on Febru-
ary 2.

Following this tradition, the Pol-
ish Cultural Foundation invites all
its members and the general public
to its annual Christmas Concert,
featuring for their first time, the
newly formed folk band, Kapela
Ludowa. The band, formed at the
Polish Cultural Foundation, con-
sists of the following artists: Leszek
Daszykowski, Robert Fada, Jan
Sowiñski, Czesaw Kwolek and
Mieczysaw Dziadosz.

Kapela Ludowa will perform a
concert of Polish Christmas Carols.
There will be a sing-along and a
Polish traditional breaking of the
“Oplatek” wafer, followed by a tra-
ditional Polish “Wigilia” buffet.

The event will be held on Sun-
day, January 13, at 4 p.m. This cost
is $20 a person, children and stu-
dents $10. Included in the price of
the ticket will be a buffet style din-
ner of foods traditionally served at
the Polish “Wigilia.” Dessert and
coffee will also be included in the
admission price and a cash bar will
be available for adult beverages.
Reservations are recommended due
to limited seating. Call now to guar-
antee your seats for this very spe-
cial event (732) 382-7197 from 11
a.m. to 9 p.m., Monday through
Friday.

The Polish Cultural Foundation
is located at 177 Broadway, Clark,
New Jersey just off exit 135 from the
Garden State Parkway. For more infor-
mation website: www.pcfnj.org.

“Steel and Clouds”
by Michael McKenna

Monday, January 7, and
running through Thursday,
February 28.

Based in New Jersey, Mr.
McKenna has been creat-
ing works as an indepen-
dent photographer for the
past four years. Self-taught,
Mr. McKenna has honed the
technical aspect of his art
over the past fifteen years,
studying the works of the
masters of landscape pho-
tography, accompanied the
process of trial and error.
The style he has developed
is based on the dramatic
effects that can be achieved
by using both natural light-
ing and heavy contrast.

According to Mr.
McKenna, the objective of
his photographic endeavors
is to “acquire the rarely ap-
preciated we are surrounded
by every day but are too
busy to enjoy and treasure,
whether it is a series of an-
tique train station lamps,

two men silhouetted in a foggy sta-
tion, or a series of trees set in the
fog.” Mr. McKenna’s goal in his
work is “to stimulate the viewers so
they study the image more closely
and observe the smaller details.” Mr.
McKenna’s work can be seen in sev-
eral local galleries and is also held in
multiple private collections through-
out the United States.

The Gallery on the Boulevard is
located on the main floor of the
Kenilworth Public Library, located
at 548 Boulevard. More information
about the library is available by call-
ing (908) 276-2451, going to
www.kenilworthlibrary.org or by
visiting the library on Facebook at
w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
kenilworth.public.library.


