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SEASON OF GIVING…The students of Bartholomew Academy in Scotch
Plains, in cooperation with the St. Bartholomew Religious Education Depart-
ment and Youth Group, recently donated a truckload of cleaning products,
bleach, paper towels, toilet paper, and laundry detergent to people affected by
Hurricane Sandy. The items, donated by school families, were delivered to Union
Beach and surrounding towns the week before Christmas. Pictured are St.
Bartholomew Academy’s Student Council members.

SCHOOL SPIRIT…Members of the fifth grade chorus at Westfield’s McKinley
Elementary School show their spirit during their performance of “Let it
Snow! Let it Snow! Let it Snow!” at the school’s recent winter concert.
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The Guilt Trip
Guilty With an Explanation

2 and ½ popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

 I hope the North Central Film Critic
Accrediting Association, that august
body whose legendary pomposity has
long struck fear in many a reviewer’s
heart, doesn’t get wind of this critique
of Anne Fletcher’s The Guilt Trip. You
see, I enjoyed the albeit schmaltzy ball
of fluff, and they might deem me better
suited to selling Hyundais on the high-
way.

Don’t get me wrong. This
goodhearted farce starring Barbra
Streisand and Seth Rogen as a mom
and son who traverse America in a
comically epiphanic journey will doubt-
fully be analyzed in those haughty
French cinema magazines, even when
they simply can’t find enough stuff
about Jerry Lewis to fill their pages. All
the same, I laughed, guiltily at first.

Joined by other audience members,
we tittered, commiserated, formed just
a slight tear here and there, and for
ninety-five minutes suspended our dis-
belief in the name of simple, uncompli-
cated enjoyment. Which probably ex-
plains much of the film’s charm. Wafted
along in sugar coated truths and cyni-
cisms, you fantasize about parent-child
resolution.

Fact is, any human relationship worth
having is complicated and beyond ex-
planation. And that goes double if it’s
between parent and offspring. How-
ever, that bit of social psychology ac-
knowledged, Ms. Streisand and Mr.
Rogen nonetheless manage to push
enough of the buttons and strike enough
of the requisite nerves to pull off the
gambit.

The famous diva portrays Montclair,
N.J.’s Joyce Brewster, a member of that
society of widows who’ve shunned
another go at marital bliss in order to
dote over their resultantly overprotected
child. Mr. Rogen’s Andrew, who has
resided on the sunny Left Coast since
earning his degree in organic chemis-
try at U.C.L.A., is the beneficiary of
that devotion.

The opening scene, which depicts
Andrew‘s semi-amused forbearance as
he listens to a series of Mom’s mes-
sages discussing everything from the
potential purchase of boxer shorts to
where she will park at Newark Air-
port, speaks volumes about said up-
bringing. On and on it goes, until you
hear yourself mouthing the mercy-
seeking, ‘OK, Ma, OK!’

But don’t you dare ratchet-up that
plea to, ‘OK, OK, Ma, leave me alone
already,’ which might very well bring
that plaintive, indefensible assault that
goes, ‘So this is how I’m repaid for
spending the whole 100 Years War in
labor, and then giving up my own
happiness for you.’ Stepping back
emotionally, from a safe distance it’s
pretty funny.

Because, whether misguided, dis-
illusioned, or innocently selfish, it’s
essentially about love. And thus, it is

in this realm of human cataclysm and
wonder that “The Guilt Trip” delves,
its successes due more to subject mat-
ter than execution. The premise—a
cross country jaunt shared by Mom
and sonny boy—is hardly credible.
And yet, it works.

Given that we forgive this flick its
flaws in order to enjoy its loose-
leafed pontifications and honey-
dipped sappiness, only the slimmest
of reasons is necessary to prompt the
title expedition. We learn Andy is an
expert in his field who, after a three-
year stint with the EPA, has invented
a miraculous, environmentally
friendly cleaner. Now he has to sell it.

But never mind how he has se-
cured a product demonstration/inter-
view with every top retailer across
the U.S. If we’ve accepted every-
thing else, why not this star-spangled
fantasy about American business op-
portunity? So it’s K-Mart in this city,
Costco in that, and so on, until prac-
tically every Fortune 500 retailer has
witnessed Andy’s presentation.

Alas, without giving too much
away, Rogen’s chemist is hardly as
good a businessman as he is an inven-
tor. Although Scieoclean, his oft mis-
pronounced, misunderstood organic
cleaner is a marvel, Andy’s egg
headed presentation is a stultifying
bore. Of course Mommy, a shopping
maven personified, has a suggestion
or two. You take it from there.

Naturally, the intrepid duo meets a
few characters along their route, of-
ten the result of segues written in to
fatten the script. Shades of Forrest
Tucker’s oil millionaire in “Auntie
Mame” (1958), Brett Cullen is a pleas-
ant fantasy as the gentleman cowboy
enamored of Joyce when she accepts
a Texas restaurant’s four and a half
pound steak eating challenge.

This is all convivially portrayed
without us thinking for a second that
Streisand is anyone but Streisand.
The same goes for Mr. Rogen. It may
be a stroke of dumb luck. But while
both players are capable enough ac-
tors, by not venturing beyond carica-
ture they keep it unassuming, osten-
sibly affirming that the humorous
voyage should be graded on a curve.

Hence, I am placed in the position
of apologist, hesitant to sign my
name to this cinema prescription for
fear I will be found out…a rank
sentimentalist. In defense, as wit-
nessed any given night on Turner
Classic Movies, there is a place for
the B movie. Seen in that light, my
innocent hope is that I’ll be vindi-
cated by viewers who enjoy The
Guilt Trip.

…
The Guilt Trip, rated PG-13, is a

Paramount Pictures release directed
by Anne Fletcher and stars Barbra
Streisand, Seth Rogen and Brett
Cullen. Running time: 95 minutes

TIS THE SEASON…The Intermediate Department of the Woman’s Club of
Westfield met recently for a holiday luncheon at Echo Lake Country Club in
Westfield to celebrate Christmas and welcome in the new year. Pictured, left to
right, are some members of the Intermediate department: Roseleen Flaherty,
Clemmie Tabor, Carol Russ and Anne Magnotti.

POLAR EXPRESS…Lincoln School recently celebrated the holiday season with
a school-wide event based on the popular book “The Polar Express.” Children
wore pajamas to school and gathered in the gymnasium, where principal Audrey
Zavetz read the famed story complete with sound effects and illustrations
projected on a large screen. Students then performed songs and dances they had
learned with music teacher Christina Toulios. Afterward, hot cocoa and cookies
awaited everyone when they returned to their classrooms. Pictured is Ms. Toulios
with kindergarteners from Joellen Surace’s p.m. class.

Editor’s Note: The following
emails were sent to the Edison

School Community
Dear Edison School Families,

As I’m sure all of you noticed this
morning, [Thursday, December 20]

there were police cars and an
ambulance in front of Edison

School. Unfortunately, two students
were struck by a car as they crossed

the street. Both students were in
good spirits as they and their

parents were transported to the
hospital for further evaluation.

At this time of year, in the early
morning, the sun shines directly
into the eyes of drivers who are

traveling East on Rahway Avenue.
As a result of this significant sun

glare, it can be very difficult to see
students and the crossing guard.

Please be careful driving on
Rahway Avenue in the morning.

Thank you,
Principal Matt Bolton, Edison

Intermediate School,
Westfield

***
Dear Edison School Families,
I know that you are all very con-

cerned for the two students who
were involved in this morning’s
accident. I have spoken with the
parents of both students and would
like to provide you with an update
on their status.

Both students are doing very well.
One student has already returned to
school. The other student is ex-
pected to be released from the hos-
pital shortly and plans on returning
to school tomorrow [Friday].

Mr. (Assistant Principal) [David]
Duelks and I have addressed all of
the students during their lunch pe-
riod to let them know that their
classmates are doing well, and to
remind them to be extremely care-
ful while crossing all streets.

Finally, the families of both stu-
dents and I would like to thank you
all for the many well wishes and
positive thoughts that have been
conveyed since the accident.

Please have a wonderful, and safe,
holiday break.

Principal Matt Bolton, Edison
Intermediate School,

Westfield

Mr. Bolton reported to The Westfield
Leader and The Times that both stu-
dents are doing fine and will fully
recover from the incident.

Principal Addresses Community on
Accident in Front of Edison School

Christopher Academy
Celebrates 50th Year

WESTFIELD — In February of
1963 Christopher Academy opened
its doors, the first Montessori school
in the state of New Jersey and among
the first in America. The school was
started by four families, including
three from Westfield, who wanted
Montessori education for their eight
children. Today the schools boasts
an enrollment of more than 150
children from the ages of 2 to 8
years at two campuses in Westfield
and Scotch Plains.

To help celebrate its 50th anni-
versary, the school will host an Open
House on February 10, 2013 from 2
– 4:30 at our Westfield campus, 510
Hillcrest Avenue. All past students,
parents, staff and friends of both
campuses as well as the former
Montessori School of Cranford are
invited to attend. “We are hoping to
reconnect with as many of our
former students, staff and parents
as possible.” Amelia McTamaney,
Trustee Chair, stated. “Whether it’s
been a year or a generation since

you visited the school, we hope our
entire family will stop by to meet
former staff and see old friends.”

The Montessori method of edu-
cation was developed in the early
twentieth century by Dr. Maria
Montessori, an Italian physician and
scientist. Montessori classrooms
revolutionized children’s education,
linking teaching methods to
children’s unique development.
Many of Montessori’s innovations
are now standard practice in early
childhood settings. Further research
in the workings of the brain and
child development throughout the
last century has demonstrate the
lasting positive effects of the
method, from increased academic
achievement to distinctions in
children’s creativity, self-efficacy,
and community contributions.

To RSVP to the Open House or
for information on Christopher
Academy, contact the school at
(908) 322-4652, or by email
at:party@christopheracademy.com.

Reynolds Named
Commended Student
JERSEY CITY — James C.

DeAngelo, Principal of Saint Peter’s
Preparatory School in Jersey City,
announced that James Reynolds of
Westfield has been named a Com-
mended Student in the 2013 Na-
tional Merit Scholarship Program.

About 34,000 Commended Stu-
dents throughout the nation are be-
ing recognized for their exceptional
academic promise. Commended
Students placed among the top five
percent of more than 1.5 million
students who entered the 2013 com-
petition. James, a consistent honor
roll student, is the son of Margarita
and Philip Reynolds and is a gradu-
ate of Roosevelt Intermediate
School.

Happy New Year!

WHS Choir Christmas
Tree Pick Up Set For

January 5
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

High School Concert Choir will
once again be holding its popular
Christmas tree pick up fundraiser.
Proceeds will go towards scholar-
ships and future choir department
trips. Pick up is scheduled for Sat-
urday, January 5, 2013.

Choir members will remove the
tree from curb side and transport to
the conservation center. This ser-
vice is available to Westfield resi-
dents at $10 per tree.

Reservation were to be received
by yesterday, January 2, via email
to whschristmastrees@gmail.com
with last name, address, and a phone
number.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent


