
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, January 3, 2013 Page 9

THE WEEK IN SPORTS
See it all in color at!
www.goleader.com

Sports Section
 Pages 9-13

NEED A HOME?
Frank’s got THE App for that!

Download my free 
Mobile App for 
on the go access 
to prices, maps, 
photos and more!

Text “ISOLDI” to “87778”

Frank D. Isoldi, Broker / Sales Associate
#1 Agent Westfield Office: 2006-2011 • #1 Listing Agent Westfield Office: 2004-2011

email: isre@aol.com • Office: 908-233-5555 x 202 • Direct: 908-301-2038 • www.frankdisoldi.com
©2012 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

HIRING A TOP AGENT ISN’T EXPENSIVE…IT’S PRICELESS!

KAPNER HAD 280-110-44 RECORD IN BOYS SOCCER

WF Coach Kapner Reflects
On Soccer Years at Westfield

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Another chapter in his life has come
to pass when George Kapner offi-
cially completed his final game as
Head Coach of the Westfield High
School boys soccer team after the
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4
championship game against Millburn
at Gary Kehler Stadium in Westfield
on November 19.

The interview with Coach Kapner
was done on November 29

“The last week has been pretty
interesting. There’s still stuff that has
to be done, collecting equipment,
meeting with the juniors, stuff that
others don’t know about. There’s an

end to the season. I still haven’t done
my official report for the school sys-
tem. There’s a banquet. There’s an
all-conference meeting, an all-star
game coming up. Now that I am not
going to practice and worrying about
the day-to-day creation of a team,
worrying about the next opponent,
scouting, it’s suddenly over. It will
not impact me for sure until next
summer when I am not over here
two-three nights a week to get to-
gether with the guys, go into the
weight room and scrimmage a little
bit. Come August 15 and I’m not
here, that will be very strange. The
real tear of this will be when I walk in
this building for the first time next
year and don’t go to practice. That’s
going to be pretty weird,” Kapner
said.

Kapner had coached 22 years with
the boys and amassed a 280-110-44

record, which included seven divi-
sion, four county, three sectional and
two group titles. With respect to soc-
cer, he also coached 11 years with the
girls and had a 194-29-9 record, in-
cluding nine division, 10 county, five
sectional and two group titles. Over
that expanse of time, he has absorbed
plenty of memories.

“There’s so much going through
my head. This was my decision. It’s
just time! I don’t know how to ex-
plain it better than that. There is an
energy level that I could no longer
bring, and I never want to be the
figurehead of the program. I just felt
after last year, it was time. I wanted to
have one more season. I also knew it

was the right time, because the se-
niors, I love them. I knew they would
do everything for each other. I knew
it was the right time, because after the
seniors there’s another great class. I
never ever, ever! I started one pro-
gram here. It was girls soccer. The
other programs, I have taken over
from other people. The year I took
swimming over, we had incredible
talent. When I took soccer over, we
had incredible talent. The boys tennis
program, we weren’t so talented. I
always felt that my predecessor left
because the talent was dropping. So
one of the things that I promised
myself was that I would not leave a
program to cover bad, so to speak.
This is a perfect time. There are a
couple of unbelievably good candi-
dates in house to take this program
over. I’m not the one making that
decision, and the future is good.

There’s going to be an influx of talent
the next couple of years,” Coach
Kapner said.

“For 25 years, I’ve actually stood
next to him on the field. We’ve worked
together through so many things as
an athletic trainer and now an athletic
supervisor. As an athletic trainer, I
have always felt like I was part of his
coaching staff and we were always
on the same page to do what was best
for the kids. If there was one thing, I
could say about George was he did
what was right for the kids. I really
believe he felt that way. He always
had that responsibility factor to make
sure they had the best tools possible,
so they can succeed. Coaching tech-

niques like that don’t always come
through from some coaches. The kids
felt that he cared about them. He
coached. He taught them the game.
He taught them skills. He taught them
strategies. Above and beyond, he
taught them character,” Supervisor
of Athletics Sandy Mamary said.

“I have been incredibly lucky. I
have two assistant coaches. Chris
Carson is a volunteer. He’s there when
he can be there, but Demont Heard
has been a godsend to me, because as
I felt my energy level declining over
the last couple of years, he just filled
it right in. It’s very hard for a 16, 18-
year-old to look at a 61-year-old guy,
who is out of shape and trying to get
them to do things that are not fun, in
terms of conditioning. But it becomes
a lot easier for a 16 to 18-year-old to,
as they are conditioning, to see a 28-

BONACUM NETS 29 POINTS, NOEL-BROOKS 10 ASSISTS

Raider Boys’ Assists Silence
Bishop Ahr Cagers, 62-51
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

True teamwork presented itself in
glaring fashion as senior point guard
Xavier Noel-Brooks dished out 10 of
his team’s 20 assists in the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School boys
basketball team’s 62-51 victory over
the Bishop Ahr Trojans in the first
round of the Keith Benovengo Tour-
nament in Scotch Plains on Decem-
ber 27.

The 3-2 Raiders were to face the
Woodbridge Barrons for the title and
the 3-2 Trojans were to face Franklin

in the consolation game on Decem-
ber 29.

Noel-Brooks, who scored six
points, also pulled down 10 rebounds,
which led to his ability to set up
senior forward Tom Bonacum on fast
breaks.

“I am actually used to playing point
guard. I have been playing it in my
freshman year, but once I got to the
varsity I wasn’t starting with it any-
more. But I was always comfortable
handling the ball. We got rebounds.
We have Tom and he just leaps. We
got 15-20 points off fast breaks. Once

we get fast breaks, no one is going to
stay with us. If I get the rebound, I can
get the pass off,” Noel-Brooks ex-
plained.

“Over the summer we went and
told Xavier, ‘we are going to need
you to play the point.’ I didn’t know
if he was ready for it, but he worked
his butt off during the summer. Ten
assists, 10 rebounds! You don’t see
that in high school basketball. You
might see Tom scoring points, but if
Xavier doesn’t play the way he’s play-
ing, we can’t win,” Raider Head

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Two Union County teams occu-
pied the top-two spots when it came
to team scores at the Panther Invita-
tional Wrestling Tournament in
Roselle Park on December 28. The
hosting Panthers took top honors with
a 206 total and the Westfield High
School Blue Devils finished second
with 194 points.

Three Panthers, John DeVito (113-
lbs), Phil Woods (170-lbs) and Vinny
Picarelli (220-lbs) won titles, while
Andy Santamaria (120-lbs) and
Bobby Vail (138-lbs) placed second.
The Blue Devils sent seven wrestlers

into the finals and emerged with two
champions, Colin Barber (160-lbs)
and Brian Bulger (182-lbs).

Seeded second, Barber received a
bye then recorded a pair of takedowns
to defeat Panther Steve Loevsky, 5-1,
in his semifinal bout. In the title bout
against Pat Van Duyne of West
Milford, Barber got an early reversal
and controlled Van Duyne through-
out the remainder of the second pe-
riod. Van Duyne escaped in the third
period, but Barber nailed him with a
lateral drop takedown to claim a 4-1
victory.

“I wrestled him one other time in
the off-season and I lost, but I just

wanted to win. I couldn’t give up any
easy points. I seemed to wrestle tough
and rode him out,” Barber said.

But Barber’s lateral drop sealed the
deal.

“I felt it coming. I wasn’t in any
danger. I was at the edge of the line,
so I took my opportunity, and I got it,”
Barber explained.

Bulger, also seeded second, met
Panther Allen Nunez in the semis and
wasted little time converting a double-
leg takedown to an arm bar pin in 51
seconds to advance to the finals. Early
in the bout, Nunez did, however, scoot
in for a single-leg, but Bulger fought
it off.

BLUE DEVIL COLIN BARBER CAPTURES CROWN AT 160-LBS, BRIAN BULGER CAPTURES CROWN AT 182-LBS

Blue Devil Matmen Take 2nd at Panther Invitational Tourney
“Last time I wrestled him, he got

two singles on me, so I knew it was
coming. He has a nice single, but
that’s his only shot. Mine was an
intense, hard double. I just fired
through and he went straight to his
back.

Looking to the finals Bulger said,
“I don’t know who I am wrestling. I
am just going to wrestle hard, wrestle
like I know how to wrestle. Neutral, I
think, is the most important position,
in my opinion. That’s where most of
my focus has been.”

Neutral certainly was important in
his title bout as Bulger took Shane
Conlon (West Milford – WM) to the
mat twice in the first period with
double-leg takedowns, but he put the
icing on the cake when he added
another takedown and shifted to a
Jacobs’ hook tilt to an arm bar to pin
him in 3:40.

“I took a Jacobs hook into a bar.
First I got the Turk then to a Jacobs
hook to a bar,” said the 7-0 Bulger,
who added, “He came at me pretty
hard, but it seemed like he didn’t
know how to shoot on me, because I
have a weird body type. I am having
a good year so far.”

Blue Devil Nick Arnold recorded a
takedown, a reversal and a pair of
escapes to claim a 6-4 decision over
Rob Brown of Piscataway in the 195-
lb semis to improve to 5-0.

“I just go out there and wrestle as
hard as I can, try and get the win,
wear him out, hold him down. He
was trying the whole time. It was a
tough match. He was pretty good on
top. I was getting up to my feet, but he
was able to pull me back down. So I
was trying get my hips out and es-
cape from him and get my points,”
Arnold said.

Looking ahead to his title bout,
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Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DRIVING TO THE BASKET…Raider point guard Xavier Noel-Brooks, right, drives to the basket in the game against
Bishop Ahr. Noel-Brooks had 10 assists and 10 rebounds in the 62-51 victory.

David B. Corbin (November 19 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ADDRESSING HIS TEAM…George Kapner addresses his team after his final regular-season home game as head coach
on November 19. The Blue Devils defeated Union, 3-1.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LOOKING FOR THE BACK POINTS…Blue Devil Brian Bulger looks for back points in his 182-lb title bout with Shane
Conlon of West Milford. Bulger pinned Conlon in 3:40 using a Jacobs’ hook to an arm bar.

30 YEAR ANNIVERSARY
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