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Letters to the Editor
We Need Real Reform Of Our Mental
Health And Criminal Justice Systems
What I believe is needed in this coun-

try is a dose of common sense. From
airport security, to military service, to
“gun control,” we should take a close
look at what they do over in Israel.

Most of what we do in America is
“security theater.” We make things look
secure, feel secure, but do very little to
actually secure them. Case in point: The
TSA.

What the horrible events in Newtown
should prove to us, besides the obvious
fact of a completely broken public mental
health system, is that it is long past the
time to replace theater with actual secu-
rity.

Am I talking about “armed guards in
schools?” No, I’m talking about armed
cops in every school, involved with and
helping direct a larger overall security
plan. The police are only part of it, but it’s
as good a place to start. Every school in
the nation should have School Resource
Officers in it. SROs are fully trained and
equipped police officers, who work in
the school and are part of the staff en-
gaged in teaching our children not only
book knowledge, but how to actually live
in this crazy world.

Then we have to accept that no matter
what security measures we put in place,
we will not be able to save everyone from
a determined attacker or group of attack-
ers, ones who will likely know the secu-
rity procedures because they will be a
student at that school we are trying to
protect or will have done extensive plan-
ning prior to the attack. We can only
make sure they know their cowardly at-
tack will be met with a quick and likely
deadly response, a response involving
bringing the maximum amount of force
and violence to the criminal or criminals
and doing whatever it takes to stop them.
Don’t underestimate the power of this
kind of deterrence.

Instead of engaging in the useless gun
control discussion going between the
media talking heads and idiotic political
hacks looking for votes, engage in some
reality. The “assault weapons ban” won’t
stop one single “bad guy” from shooting
something up if that’s what he wants to
do.

I am all for regulations on who can
purchase, own or carry firearms. I do not
see the need for the average person to
have an AK-47 or an AR-15. I think
training should be required for anyone
who wishes to have a “concealed carry”

permit. I do not believe anyone but the
police should be carrying firearms in
plain view. But we are truly kidding
ourselves if we think “banning” certain
types of weapons will do anything, but
add years to prison sentences after the
fact of the people that use them illegally
and manage to survive the obvious re-
sponse from law enforcement.

We can go over and over what hap-
pened in Newtown, and in every other
place in America someone has commit-
ted a horrible act of mass murder, and we
will never figure out why. We will not be
able to figure out how to stop it once it
starts, because our response will always
be as good as the last incident. The best
defense to an active shooter is a good
offense and the use of the proper police
techniques to identify those likely to try
it and arrest them before they act.

We have to accept that we cannot save
every innocent once the active shooter
incident is in progress, but we can limit
the number of victims if we get real about
security. We can only act with some
common sense, and prepare ourselves
based upon the simple fact there are people
in this world who have no morals and
would not hesitate to hurt good honest
people either because they are mentally
ill or simply don’t care. Not everyone is
a nice person, and not everyone can be
“saved” or “helped.”

Some folks need to be locked up and
kept away from the rest of us for the good
of society. We need real reform of our
mental health and criminal justice sys-
tems to make sure this happens, and some-
one needs to do something about the
corruption in all levels of government
before the society crumbles from within.

These “active shooter” incidents are
an example of the bigger things wrong in
America, and all the special laws in the
world aren’t going to help if we don’t
wake up and look in the mirror.

Vincent Kearney
Garwood

CHANCE ENCOUNTER...Asm. Jon Bramnick (R-21) while on vacation in
Florida last month converses with President George W. Bush.

Courtesy of Michael Chan
WINTER WONDERLAND...A solitary duck relaxes by the brook in Minowaskin
Park in Westfield as snow blanketed the area this week.
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“Where there’s a Will, there’s a way”

Scotch Plains Councilwoman Colleen
Gialanella Takes Office

I want to start by thanking each and
every one of you for being here today to
support Kevin and I, and, in particular,
I’d like to thank my friends and family
for all of their hard work throughout the
campaign and for the support they will
be continuing to give me over the next
few years. I love you all so much and I
wouldn’t have been able to do this with-
out your support. In so many ways, my
desire to serve the people of Scotch Plains
was really about families just like mine,
who have chosen Scotch Plains over
every other place in the World. In the
next four years, more than anything, I
hope to be part of a leadership that will
inspire an even greater sense of pride in
this place that we call home. I am very
grateful for the support I received from
so many of you throughout the campaign
and would like to publicly thank our
former mayor and each of the members
of the former and present Council for
their courtesy to me and to my family
during this past year. I have a special debt
of gratitude to our newly elected Mayor,
who has entertained calls and questions
from me at ungodly hours. He and wife
put up with a barrage of traffic through
their home for the sake of our campaign
and are now much more prepared to one
day become grandparents after spending
the past few months with my children. If
you’d indulge me for just one brief mo-
ment, I’d like to tell you a few things you
may not know about why I was so enthu-
siastic about joining Kevin Glover on
this campaign ticket. Kevin believes that
government is at its best when it is doing
things that make sense, and when its
leaders are guided by what is right for the
taxpayers. He is passionate in his com-
mitment to what’s right. I joined Kevin in
this campaign because I too believe that
common sense government doesn’t have
to be a cliche.

And while the support of my party has
meant more to me than I can begin to
express, the time for politics is over. As I
said many times during the campaign,
there is just no room for party politics at
the local level. To that end, I look forward
to working with Councilman Vastine and
welcome constructive contributions from
many other members of his party. A
successful municipal government can-
not be influenced by anything other than
a commitment to the people who have
placed their trust in them. I promise to be
diligent in my service to each of you and
to do my very best to make my friends
and family proud of the work I am a part

of here.
Before concluding, I’d like to speak

briefly about how Scotch Plains will
become the very best place possible. I
truly believe that the future of Scotch
Plains is in it’s history, a history deeply
grounded in the spirit of family, commu-
nity, and in the talents brought to it by its
amazingly gifted residents. On Christ-
mas Day, I attended an incredible mass at
our very own St. Bart’s. I know some of
you were there as well. On that day, the
homily was so well suited to what brings
us here today, that I can’t help but to
borrow parts of its message. The mes-
sage to those in attendance was about the
talents of the members of the parish, and
how their gifts came together to make the
parish community strong. It’s my posi-
tion that the underlying message is one
that could easily be adapted to have great
meaning to our Township as a whole.

The success of this community doesn’t
lay in the ideas or talents of one or two
people. In a community of more than
23,000, imagine the possibilities if the
time and talents of more of us came
together for the benefit of our beloved
Township. Each of us has something to
offer, some attribute that can help to
make our community stronger and more
vibrant than ever and allow us to con-
tinue to move forward and to make ad-
vances that will serve our residents for
generations to come. My primary focus
in the next four years will be to encour-
age new names and faces to be a real part
of what make Scotch Plains so fabulous.
Imagine the possibilities if each one of us
made some level of commitment to make
our community the best it can be, if more
of us chose to be an active part of groups
like the Rotary Club or U.N.I.C.O, or to
volunteer as members of the fire or res-
cue squads or to coach a team. Imagine
how the spirit of community would spread
if more of us attended community events
like the summer concert series or how
our downtown would thrive if more of us
made a conscious effort to support our
local businesses.

The success of Scotch Plains is a shared
responsibility and I look forward to work-
ing with all of you. I promise to do my
very best to live up to your expectations,
to be reasonable, and most importantly...
accessible. Four years from now, with a
lot of hard work from a lot of people, I
know we will look back on what we’ve
accomplished together with great pride.

Colleen Gialanella
Scotch Plains Council

Fiscal Raises
WASHINGTON, DC – President

Obama signed an executive order last
week that will lift a ban on pay freezes
for federal employees, including Vice
President Biden ($231,900); Congress
($174-$224,600); Senators ($194,400)
and judges .


