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Letters to
the Editor

Santa’s Recent Visit Brings Back
Memories of 1955 Trip to Waldon Rd.

Cranford Should Adopt By-Laws,
Repeal Changing Form of Govt.

Please Consider Dedicating Time in
2013 to Our Westfield Charities

The Editorial Page of 2012; 2013?
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Praise goes to the authors of the hundreds of Letters
to the Editor in 2012 for speaking their minds, offering
cogent opinions and exercising Free Speech. We look
forward to reading your letters in 2013.

Last year was not without controversy. Events evoked
comments by us too as summarized below. Happy
New Year everyone.

January 5, 2012 - “Tipping Fees of $100/Ton
Smell, Dumping Rules Need Fixing” - The Union
County Utilities Authority (UCUA) has completed
the extension of the lease of the county’s waste to
energy incinerator through the year 2031 to Covanta
Energy. Once again, the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders has said how wonderful this deal
is for towns in that it will save them collectively $100
million over the next 20 years; an average of $4
million per year. Unfortunately, this is not so for towns
such as Westfield and Fanwood where trash collection
is done by private business. These towns with private
business actually get hammered with higher costs and
the county puts some of your trash money into their
pockets.

January 19, 2012 - Over the past couple of years
both Scotch Plains and Westfield town councils have
decreased the number of meetings that are held each
year. It’s a convenience and efficiency factor for both
the council members and the municipal employees.
For the most part, there is apathy from the public... The
result today is that [too many] deliberations now occur
behind closed doors...

January 26, 2012 - Garry’s Ice Cream Shop Is Gone
...But Not the Memories The fire on South Avenue in
Westfield on Sunday is the third major fire in town in
less than a year (from April to now). It has several
people wondering if there is a connection, and au-
thorities are scrambling.

February 2, 2012 - Towns Should Follow Summit’s
Lead; Attend Freeholder Meetings.

February 9, 2012 - On November 19, 1863, a
homely, lanky man took the train from Washington
D.C. to a small town in southeastern Pennsylvania to
deliver a speech - “The Gettysburg Address.”

February 23, 2012 - Merging SP-F Police Dept.’s
More Realistic Than Combining Towns.

March 8, 2012 - Not Donkey or Pachyderm Thing,
Redistrict the Counties for Balance.

March 15, 2012 - The Money Is Gone And The
Only Thing Left Is to Pay The Bill; For a large part —
that Westfield residents now face a sewer tax is the
result of bungling by the Rahway Valley Sewer Au-
thority (RVSA) over the past decade. At the start of
2000, RVSA debt was essentially zero. Then, the
courts ordered the Authority...

March 22, 2012 - New Ice Skating Center? Maybe...
A recently completed study by the County of Union
has recommended construction of an ice skating cen-
ter at Oak Ridge Park in Clark. The estimated $9-
million facility ...

April 12, 2012 - Who Is Your Favorite Scoundrel?...
Then there’s the Westfielder charged in the Madoff
Ponzi Scheme. From The Westfield Leader, November
25, 2010:

April 19, 2012 - A Few Years Will Tell Who Wins
With the School Voting Changes... Since all school
districts in Union County opted this year to not have
voters deliberate on their budgets (understandably) in
exchange for moving candidate elections to the Gen-
eral Election in November, the silence is a little eerie.

April 26, 2012 - What Is Dispatch Service, Is It
Mission Critical?

May 5, 2012 - Mayor Malool Had Bumpy Ride, SP
Needs Local Twp. Manager.

May 31, 2012 - MS BOE May Have It Right,

Teachers’ Pay Is A State Problem... Last week, the
Mountainside Board of Education told the teachers’
union that the argument about money and their sala-
ries should be with the state, not Mountainside. As the
BOE pointed out, Mountainside sent $15 million in
income tax to the state and only got back about $1
million for school funding. On the other hand, towns
like Elizabeth and Plainfield get hundreds of millions
of dollars from the state without contributing even
close to such amounts.

June 7, 2012 - Are Lawmakers Trying to Make New
Jersey Another Las Vegas?... New Jersey Assembly
Democrats say they want to kick-start the state’s
economy by making the Garden State a destination for
weddings.

June 21, 2012 - Stunning How Brazen Government
Can Become... One that, in our opinion, is “Draco-
nian” involves the state aiming to seize foreclosed
properties and develop them into affordable housing.

June 28, 2012 - You, We the Citizens... We believe
the best way to celebrate Independence Day is to
dedicate oneself to act with courage and honor, just
like our forefathers - and our fighting men of today.
Stand up to villainy. Defy our enemies, many of whom
are from within.

July 12, 2012 - As Property Taxes Soar, Who’s Next
to Pay Their Fair Share?... Just like the federal govern-
ment, the State of New Jersey along with the counties,
school systems, municipalities and authorities have
proven that they will not control expenditures and
ever-increasing taxes — it’s not in their genes. Rather
than solving the spending problems, many officials
are calling for everyone to pay their “fair share.” We
think this is political expediency; do they really be-
lieve that everyone’s not paying their fair share?

July 19, 2012 - Lawsuits and Legal Fees Costing
Union County Taxpayers Big $$$.

July 26, 2012 - Investigation Identifies Widespread
Improper Participation In State Pension; Local Gov-
ernments Failing To Comply With State Law on
Pension Credits.

August 16, 2012 - ‘Free Money Folly’ Continues to
Captivate and Decapitate... Governments at all levels
continue to represent debt as “Free Money.”

August 23, 2012 - Candidates Should Face the
Public And Forget Nasty Party Politics

September 6, 2012 - Does Voter OK of Borrowing
Need Extension to County And Towns?... About Free
Money.

September 13, 2012 - Cancel ‘Empty Chair’ Tax-
payer-Funded Political Conventions.

September 20, 2012 - The Roof and Turf Debate...
The controversy of how to manage and repair school
roofs as evident by the many Letters to the Editor over
the last several months will reach a crescendo Monday
evening, September 24, as Westfielders vote to decide
if borrowing $17 million is the best way to proceed.

November 8, 2012 - The Unforgettable Days In
Wake of Hurricane Sandy.

November 22, 2012 - ‘I Don’t Give A Damn About
Pres. Politics... I’ve Got 2.7 Million People Without
Power.’

November 29, 2012 - Discontinue Red Light Cam-
eras.

December 6, 2102 - Why Is It Necessary In This
Fine Town for This To Be Written?... scared by the
school system that if the bond doesn’t pass, disastrous
consequences will result to the education of our chil-
dren. This intimidation was made selectively to par-
ents with kids in school by letters from the school
principals.

December 13, 2012 - Holiday Gifts ‘Keep on Giv-
ing: Thrift Shops Benefit Community.

Santa Claus was just here for his
annual visit to the children of
Fanwood. It brought back so many
wonderful memories to the old-tim-
ers of Waldon Road.

In the fall of 1954, when our part of
Waldon Road was extended, my hus-
band and I and our first child, just one
year old, moved into the recently
completed #19. For very nearly 60
years, we have lived here and loved
it. Since most of the houses in Waldon
homes had children galore, it didn’t
take us long to realize that, come
Christmas 1955, we should invite
Santa Claus to visit our development.
We spoke to each of the residents,
suggesting that the parents buy a small
gift for each of their children and
we’d have Santa deliver the gifts on
Christmas Eve. With the help of one
of our parents who had a red station
wagon to serve as Santa’s sleigh and
another friend in Scotch Plains who

housed all the gifts in December, we
managed to deliver them to each
house. Santa rode on the tailgate of
the car with Fred Waring music play-
ing, and one of his “Elves” calling
out each child’s name as Santa ap-
proached his or her house. This rou-
tine continued for many, many years,
well past the time when our seven
kids and hundreds of others looked
forward to Santa’s annual visit.

All the children have grown and
moved on, but several of the original
homes are still occupied by their par-
ents who lovingly remember the
good-old-days, especially since our
tradition has now been embraced by
the town as a whole.

Our very first Santa, my husband
Gene Gatens, turned 90 just last week.
Have a wonderful Christmas.

Adele Gatens
Fanwood

The Cranford Township Commit-
tee has not adopted by-laws for the
past two years, yet at the 11th hour
and at a special meeting on Decem-
ber 17, 2012, they adopted an ordi-
nance calculated to change Cranford’s
form of government. Citing lack of
accomplishments, election fatigue,
and absence of accountability as rea-
sons for the change, the committee
fails to recognize that the form of
government is not the villain, but
rather that their failed leadership is
the true issue. Performance of the
individual office holders would not
change with a different form of gov-
ernment. The problem is not the struc-
ture; the problem rests with the indi-
viduals holding elective office. This
self-evident truth escapes them.

Accomplishments are difficult
without an organization. The disman-
tling of Cranford’s government be-
gan early in 2011 with the removal of
Cranford’s CFO and continued with
the removal of the township adminis-
trator in the fall of 2011. Without
conducting a search for a qualified
candidate, the committee appointed
an interim administrator. In 2012, the
committee compounded that error by
failing to conduct a search for a quali-
fied permanent administrator. In both
cases, all commissioners followed the
mayor’s lead, or more accurately, the
“chairman of the Township Commit-
tee,” and unanimously went along.
Now 15 months later, the town will
hopefully embark on a serious search
for a highly-qualified administrator.
It is unclear how a different form of
government would have led to a dif-
ferent result. Edison, Newark, and
Hillside all have forms of govern-
ment different than Cranford’s, yet
the problems of governing seem to be
the same.

Elections are held every year in
Cranford, and that is a good thing. To
hold them less frequently cedes even
more influence to politicians and to
political bosses. At a minimum, citi-
zens expect to vote annually in free-
holder and school board elections.
The burden of running for office is
not on voters; the effort must come
from candidates willing to educate

themselves on issues, knock on doors,
raise money, and spend countless
hours running a campaign. Changing
Cranford’s government only ad-
vances the power and the agendas of
politicians and would be detrimental
to the town. A change would further
establish a politics whose purpose is
patronage.

The argument that there is no ac-
countability in the township commit-
tee form of government is hollow.
Voters hold commissioners account-
able for their actions at the ballot box,
but township’ employees are selec-
tively held responsible by the com-
mittee. That failure is the commis-
sioners’ responsibility and not the
form of government’s fault. There
are plenty of recent examples: failure
to flag unpaid property taxes which
improperly allowed an application
for a drug treatment facility to come
before the planning board; disappear-
ance of documents; an alleged kid-
napping of a township employee by
the township; and apparent disorder
in the bidding and awarding of town-
ship contracts.

The Star-Ledger identifies politics
as the root cause of dysfunction in
Edison, pointing to the police union
using its political muscle to help in-
stall a mayor that will do its dirty
work. Despite an investigation, “no
one was held accountable.” Another
article noted that New Jersey “con-
tinues to lay claim to a political cul-
ture of entrenched cronyism and cor-
ruption that is by its nature inimical
to good government.”

Accomplishments occur through
cooperation, and that is not deter-
mined by form of government. Fewer
elections do not translate into less
politics, but rather fewer elections
result in the loss of citizen control.
And accountability needs to be de-
manded by office holders; it is not
dependent on the form of govern-
ment. The committee’s first act of
2013 should be to adopt by-laws, and
its second act should be to repeal the
ordinance on changing Cranford’s
form of government.

Mark Smith, Former Chair
Cranford Township Committee

At the dawn of each new year,
many of us search inward for new
methods and objectives of self im-
provement. Some may focus on pro-
fessional matters and others on per-
sonal fitness, but the notion of a fresh
start is appealing to virtually all of us.
While improving your diet and get-
ting to the gym are important, please
consider dedicating time this year to
local charities. There are many nearby
charitable organizations that need
your help.

One example is Imagine, a
Westfield-based organization dedi-
cated to helping those who have ex-
perienced a devastating personal loss.
Another is the Paul Jackson Fund,
also a Westfield-based organization,
which provides financial support to
those suffering from medical crises.
Both are noteworthy, valuable orga-
nizations that are worthy of your time.

Additionally, the Westfield Jaycees
are well known for making notable
contributions to the community. You
can find us raking leaves at
Mindowaskin Park, handing out pizza
at the Westfield 5K Pizza Run, which
is organized by the Downtown
Westfield Organization, and raising
funds for many other local charitable
organizations.

One of the Jaycees landmark events

is our annual Poker Tournament,
which raises thousands of dollars
which are dedicated to college schol-
arships for Westfield High School
students. Participants pay a reason-
able entrance fee to play poker and
win prizes; it is a friendly evening of
camaraderie for the players and it
provides very meaningful assistance
to the recipients of the scholarships.

This year, as you consider what
changes you can implement to im-
prove yourself, please consider what
contributions you can make to your
community. Though, between fam-
ily and professional commitments, it
can sometimes be difficult to dedi-
cate time for charity, I can think of no
better example for our children then
to demonstrate the importance of al-
locating time for others. As the Jay-
cees recite at each and every meeting,
we know that “service to humanity is
the best work of life.”

Thank you and, on behalf of the
Jaycees, we wish you a healthy, happy
2013.

David Tepp, President
Westfield Jaycees

Do Something Right
To Limit Homicides

By Firearms
Mayor Andrew Skibitsky, Super-

intendent of Schools Margaret Dolan
and President of the Westfield Board
of Education Richard Mattessich have
made an important statement con-
cerning school safety in Westfield
and they are to be applauded. (The
Westfield Leader, December
27,2012).

Unfortunately, what they are pro-
posing, as good as can be expected
for them to do, is not sufficient given
the near lack of meaningful and ef-
fective gun control in the United States
where, according to Senator Barbara
Boxer, there are some 300,000,000
for a population not much greater
and wherem according to the FBI
Uniform Crime Report for 2011, there
were 8,585 firearm murders.

The United Nations reports that in
2009 the numbers of homicides by
firearms was as following for the
countries:

Canada, 610; Singapore, 25; Ar-
menia, 83; Poland, 493; Denmark,
47; Iceland, 1; United Kingdom, 724,
; Italy, 590; Portugal 130; The Neth-
erlands, 179; Australia, 262; New
Zealand, 65; Belgium, 185.

Japan with 55 percent of the popu-
lation of the United States had 646 in
2008. Germany with 46 percent of
the population of the United States in
2010 had 690.

These countries must be doing
something right in comparison to the
United States to limit if not end homi-
cides by firearms.

Without strict and meaningful gun
control in the United States, efforts to
improve school security, sadly, tragi-
cally, will not be enough.

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Ptarmic – Causing to sneeze
2. Dawpate – A simpleton; a fool
3. Tellural – Pertaining to the earth
4. Gobbet – A chunk of raw flesh

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

BURKING
1. Murdering persons in order to sell

their bodies for dissection
2. Pointing out with the finger
3. Causing extreme fear, trembling or

quivering
4. Causing a person or persons to get

enraged; a taunting
SIMAGRE

1. Stern; rigid
2. A grimace
3. A grouchy old man; curmudgeon
4. An early stage or beginning

BUCCAL
1. Full of life; very lively
2. Living the life of a hermit
3. Petaining to the cheek or mouth
4. Desolate; barren

BLOTTO
1. Widespread epidemic of catastrophic

proportions
2. Very pale or faded
3. Mixed or jumbled
4. Very drunk; unconscious because of

drinking too much

“Fiscal Cliff”
Pertaining to officials

piling high a heap; causing
financial drift, mounding
with taxes that impart
shock; protuberance and
uprising surfaces.


