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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

EPA Admin. Jackson Resigning;
Will She Run for N.J. Governor?

U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) Administrator Lisa
Jackson, former head of the New
Jersey Department of Environmental
Protection (DEP), has announced she
is resigning as of President Barack
Obama’s State of the Union address
in January, nj.com has reported. Her
resignation has opened the doors to
rumors that she might enter the Demo-
cratic race for governor in 2013.

State Senator Barbara Buono (D-
18, Metuchen) is the only declared
Democrat in the race although State
Senate President William Sweeney
(D-3, Gloucester) has said he might
enter the race. Newark Mayor Cory
Booker and state Democratic Chair-
man John Wisniewski (D-18,
Sayreville) have both announced they
would not be candidates. Republican
Governor Chris Christie has said he
would seek a second term.

Ms. Jackson served briefly as chief
of staff to former Governor Jon
Corzine prior to joining the Obama
Administration. She previously
worked at the EPA for 16 years.
Codey, Cryan to Introduce Bills

Regarding Gun Control
In the wake of the Newtown, Conn.

tragedy that claimed the lives of 20
children and six adults, Assembly-
man Joseph Cryan (D-20, Union) has
said he would introduce legislation
to limit the capacity of certain gun
magazines in New Jersey.

“What makes these high-capacity
magazines so deadly is the number of
rounds that can be fired in a short
span. The staff at the school, the
children, God rest their souls, had no
chance against the amount of ammu-
nition that the shooter armed himself
with,” Asm. Cryan said.

State Senator Richard Codey (D-
27, Roseland) has said he would in-
troduce a bill to require the state to
divest pension funds invested in any
company that sells or manufactures
assault rifles as well as ban any future
investments in these companies.

Newspaper Criticized for
Publishing Gun Owners Names
A published interactive map of the

names and addresses hand gun permit
holders in Westchester and Rockland
Counties by The Journal News on its
website has caused an uproar by its
readers. The map had received 1,700
comments on the newspaper’s website
as of December 26.

The newspaper said its request,
obtained through the Freedom of In-
formation Act, for the types of guns
residents of Westchester and
Rockland Counties have was denied
by county clerks’ offices.

Faculty member Al Tompkins of
The Poynter Institute, a journalism
school, said in a statement that: “Pub-
lishing gun owners’ names makes
them targets for theft or public ridi-
cule. It is journalistic arrogance to
abuse public record privilege…”

Journal News Publisher Janet
Hasson defended the decision to pub-
lish the map. “One of our roles is to
report publicly available information
on timely issues, even when unpopu-

lar. We knew publication of the data-
base (as well as the accompanying
article providing context) would be
controversial, but we felt sharing in-
formation about gun permits in our
area was important in the aftermath
of the Newtown shootings,” she said.

Bucco Seeks to Eliminate
‘Redundant’ Offices

Legislation sponsored by Senator
Anthony Bucco (R-25, Denville) that
would enable the Morris County Free-
holders to save taxpayers $400,000
by streamlining the administration of
county elections has been approved
by the state Senate.

The legislation, S-1856, would al-
low Morris County, as well as the
governing bodies in other Class II
counties, to enter into a three-year
pilot program that would eliminate
the county office of superintendent
and deputy superintendent of elec-
tions.

 “These offices appear to be redun-
dant and wasteful,” Sen. Bucco said.
“There are ample resources in place
in county courthouses to administer
elections fairly and efficiently with-
out this additional layer of bureau-
cracy.”

Morris and Camden Counties are
considered “Class II” counties. If
enacted, the legislation would require
counties opting into the program to
re-evaluate their participation at the
end of three years.

The bill now heads to Governor
Chris Christie.

Bill Would Provide Info. on
Drivers for First Responders
Legislation sponsored by Assem-

blywoman Bonnie Watson Coleman
(D-15, Camden) to create a “Yellow
Dot Program” in New Jersey has been
released from the Assembly Appro-
priations Committee.

The bill (A-2037) would establish
the program within the state Motor
Vehicle Commission (MVC). The
program would provide first respond-
ers with health information about
drivers, who elect to participate, so
that the on-scene medical help could
better tailor their treatments when
the patients are unable to speak or are
otherwise unresponsive.

Under the bill, program participants
would be given a yellow decal, to be
placed on the rear driver side rear
window; a health information card
that would contain a recent photo of
the participant, the participant’s name,
emergency contact information, phy-
sicians’ names and contact informa-
tion, medical conditions, recent sur-
geries, allergies, medications and any
other medically relevant information;
a yellow storage envelope, to be placed
in the participant’s glove box; and any
program instructions.

Interested parties would be able to
obtain program materials from a
MVC facility, a municipal police de-
partment or a State Police station.
The MVC would be allowed to charge
a nominal fee to applicants to cover
the cost of the program materials and
implementation.

The bill now heads to the Assem-
bly Speaker, who decides if and when
to post it for a floor vote.

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
2012 RECYCLING SCHEDULE

WARD 1 WARD 2 WARD 3 WARD 4
(Mondays) (Tuesdays) (Wednesdays) (Thursdays)

January 7, 21 8, 22 9, 23 10, 24
February 4, 18 5, 19 6, 20 7, 21
March 4, 18 5, 19 6, 20 7, 21
April 1, 15, 29 2, 16, 30 3, 17 4, 18
May 13, 27* 14, 28 1, 15, 29 2, 16, 30
June 10, 24 11, 25 12, 26 13, 27
July 8, 22 9, 23 10, 24 11, 25
August 5, 19 6, 20 7, 21 8, 22
September 2*, 16, 30 3, 17 4, 18 5, 19
October 14, 28 1, 15, 29 2, 16, 30 3, 17, 31
November 11, 25 12, 26 13, 27 14, 28*
December 9, 23 10, 24 11, 25* 13, 26

*  May 27th is a holiday.  The pickup for Ward 1 will be on Friday, May 31st

*  September 2nd is a holiday.  The pickup for Ward 1 will be on Friday, September 6th

*  November 28th is a holiday.  The pickup for Ward 4 will be on Friday, November 29th

*  December 25th is a holiday.  The pickup for Ward 3 will be on Friday, December 27th

THE JAMES WARD MANSION              

www.jameswardmansion.com

Have your Sweet 16 Party at The James Ward Mansion!

“Make Our Mansion Your Mansion”

Sweet Sixteen 

DIVORCE MEDIATION
“Problem Solving for Families in Transition”

· Divorce Mediation 
· Collaborative Divorce
· Mediation Counseling
· Attorney Review 

THE LAW OFFICES OF MICHAEL R. MAGARIL
114 S. EUCLID AVENUE, WESTFIELD, NJ 07090 (908) 389-0100

Visit our website at www.magaril.com    e-mail: mrm@magaril.com

A FRACTION OF  THE COST 
OF  TRADITIONAL DIVORCE

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments

•

•

•

•

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NEW BEGINNING…Mayor Thomas Hannen takes the oath of office, adminis-
trated by state Superior Court Judge Frederic Kessler, at the Cranford Township
Committee reorganization meeting on New Year’s Day. Mr. Hannen was sur-
rounded by this wife and children.

WF, GW, MS, County
To Hold Reorg. Meetings

AREA — The Westfield Town
Council and Garwood Borough
Council were to hold their reorgani-
zation meetings last night, January 2,
after press deadline. The Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers will reorganize on Sunday, Janu-
ary 6, while the Mountainside Bor-
ough Council will hold its meeting
on Tuesday, January 8. Coverage of
those meetings will be in the Thursday,
January 10 issue of this newspaper.

New council members William
Nierstedt and Ann Palmer were to be
sworn into office at the Garwood meet-
ing.  Westfield did not have an election
in 2012, so the highlight of the meeting
was to be the annual speech by Mayor
Andrew Skibitsky.

During the Mountainside council

reorganization meeting on Tuesday,
January 8, at 8 p.m. at Borough Hall,
Council members William Lane and
Robert Messler will be sworn into new
terms on the council. They were unop-
posed in the November General Elec-
tion.

The Freeholders will hold their 150th
reorganization meeting on Sunday,
January 6, in the Union County Court-
house courtroom of State Superior
Court Assignment Judge Karen
Cassidy. Freeholder-elect Bruce Bergen
will be sworn into his first term while
incumbents Alexander Mirabella and
Mohamed Jalloh will begin their new
terms. Freeholder Linda Carter will
takeover as chairwoman for 2013 with
Freeholder Chris Hudak serving as vice-
chairman.

Hannen Named CF Mayor;
Interim Admin. Appointed

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – Newly elected
Township Committeeman Thomas H.
Hannen, Jr. was elected by his new
colleagues on the township commit-
tee on New Year’s Day to serve as
mayor for 2013, with Edward
O’Malley elected as deputy mayor.

Daniel McCarthy was appointed
to serve as township attorney for a
one-year term, which he has done in
the past, replacing Phil Morin, a
former Cranford mayor and current
Union County Republican Commit-
tee chairman. Joseph M. Hartnett was
appointed as interim township ad-
ministrator, replacing Eric Mason.
Mr. Hartnett is retired as town admin-
istrator for Montclair and previously
served as business administrator for
Rahway. According to published re-
ports, the state’s pension board said
Mr. Mason would not be eligible for
his police pension if he became the
permanent administrator.

Mayor Hannen thanked former
committeeman David Robinson, who
served as mayor in 2012 and who was
not in attendance, for his six years of
service and “personal sacrifice” to the
committee and to Cranford.

“2013 is going to be challenging for
us…our task is to deliver core services
to our community,” Mayor Hannen
said. “We will commit to providing
these services…we’d like to find a
better way to reach out to our commu-
nity, with TV 35 and our low-power
radio station. The township commit-
tee will set a five-year plan for our
infrastructure.” Mr. Hannen is a former
resident of Winfield Park, and had
served for 12 years on its council, four
of them as mayor.

Committee members also ad-
dressed the audience. Lisa Adubato
said, “We function pretty well in
crisis mode in this town. I’m un-
happy that the appointment of an
interim administrator [Eric Mason]
didn’t work out. Looking forward,
we have Birchwood [the 360-apart-
ment development, which the com-
mittee is opposed to], and the job of
making government more friendly.
We’ve had the aftermath of Hurri-
cane Irene and the challenge of [Hur-
ricane] Sandy. Hopefully, we won’t
have those kind of issues this year….
Leadership is about finding rem-
edies. The business of government
is too important. We must not make

change for the sake of making change.”
Andis Kalnins thanked Mr.

Robinson for his efforts. In terms of
committee appointments, he said he
looked forward “to working with
Dan McCarthy again, and to work-
ing with Joe Hartnett. The profes-
sionals are the life blood of this
town.” He thanked Police Chief Eric
Mason for serving as interim admin-
istrator, adding that he was, “upset
that this fell into politics.”

Kevin Campbell was most suc-
cinct in his remarks. “I disagree with
Andis; it is the volunteers that are
the heart and soul of this town, not
us, not the professionals.”

Ed O’Malley, beginning his third
year on the committee, said Cranford
faces a lot of challenges in 2013. “We
still have to fight Birchwood, cut
taxes and get cash to the residents.”

Cranford Township Democratic
Committee Chairwoman Carolyn
Vollero also addressed the township
committee. “This is a stabilizing of
the township government going into
the new year. Before, the govern-
ment was in disarray. With Tom as
mayor, and Ed O’Malley as deputy
mayor, I believe Tom will be a great
leader. I think he has the skills needed
in these difficult times. I hope the
Democratic majority will pull to-
gether. Tom lives in the flood area
and has engaged that neighborhood
in opposition to development.”

In terms of the ordinance passed
by Republicans to put a question on
the election ballot to change
Cranford’s form of government, Ms.
Vollero said she was “surprised that
they [Republicans] came up with it
at the 11th hour, but I’m open to it;
let’s see where it will go.”

Deadline for Sandy
Relief Groups Extended
NEWARK – New charities and

established organizations raising
money for Hurricane Sandy relief
and required to register under the
state’s Charities Registration and In-
vestigation Act have been granted a
filing deadline extension by the New
Jersey Division of Consumer Affairs
(DCA).

 The extensions will follow the
same rules as the Sandy extensions
recently granted by the Internal Rev-
enue Service.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com


