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PERSONAL INJURY LAW

AUTO ACCIDENTS

Call For A Free Consultation

908-322-7000

For More Than 30

Years Jon Bramnick

Has Been Representing

People Involved In

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

Certified Civil Trial Attorney

www.jonbramnick.com

Accidents

• Business Health Plans

• Medicare Plans

• Term Life Insurance

benefitsnj.com

732-345-6300
Call for a Quote Today

A.Ammermuller
& Company

1001386

Stop by for your free  
State Farm Insurance  
and Financial Review®.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY FOR  
MORE INFORMATION.

State Farm, Bloomington, IL

I can help with both.

Protect  
your family. 
Prepare  
for their future.

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ  07090
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023

Tel: 908-889-9500

Call for an appointment
Visit our website at: www.sg-cpas.com

For All Your Business, Tax

& Financial Needs

Criminal Defense

Robert G. Stahl, Certified Criminal Trial Attorney

DWI & Municipal Court

LAW OFFICES OF
ROBERT G. STAHL, LLC

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-301-9001     www.stahlesq.com

White Collar Criminal Defense

 
The Westfield Memorial Library presents 

The FrostKings 
Saturday, January 12 at 2:00 p.m. 

 Open to Westfield Memorial 
Library and MURAL cardholders. 

Sign up online at 
www.wmlnj.org and click on 

Online Calendar, or call 
908.789.4090 option 0. 

It’s your Library … make the most of it 
550 East Broad Street  Westfield  
www.wmlnj.org       908.789.4090 

The FrostKings are a R&B, 

swing and blues band from the 

North Jersey area. They have 

played many festivals and  

venues over the last few years    

including J&R Cigars, 

Kristine’s Swing Dances and 

the Chester Jazz & Blues Fes-

tival. Equally at home playing swinging shuffles, slow 

blues or full-tilt boogies, their repertoire ranges from the 

West Coast swing stylings of Louis Jordan and T-Bone 

Walker to the classic blues of Luther Johnson, B.B King 

and Muddy Waters. Sign up now—sure to be packed!  

Year in Review
rage in the rear of 210 North Avenue.

Mountainside
During its regular public meeting, the

borough council addressed the public con-
cerning the borough’s response to Hurri-
cane Sandy. Mountainside citizens and oth-
ers have criticized the borough and its
leadership on social media sites and in
various news articles for its management of
the crisis in the storm’s aftermath, primarily
for the lack of communication to
Mountainside residents.

The Mountainside Board of Education
(BOE) passed a resolution denouncing the
sequestration of federal funds specified by
the Budget Control Act of 2011.

County
The Rahway Valley Sewerage

Authority’s (RVSA) Board of Commis-
sioners discussed the possibility of a settle-
ment of their involvement in the Passaic
River litigation. In addition, there have
been some developments in RVSA’s legal
efforts to recoup some of the costs of the
cogeneration and sludge drying facility it
built at the wastewater treatment facility.

President Barack Obama was reelected
in a hotly contested race with former Re-
publican Massachusetts Governor Mitt
Romney. GOP incumbent Rep. Leonard
Lance was re-elected to a third term in the
United States House of Representatives in

New Jersey’s 7th Congressional District.
U.S. Senator Robert Menendez (D-

N.J.) also was reelected to a second,
six-year term. Both statewide ballot
questions also passed. The first will
allow the state to bond for $750 million
for capital improvements to the state’s
colleges, including county colleges. The
second will require Supreme Court and
Superior Court judges to have payroll
deductions for their pension and health
benefits.

Democrats extended their winning
streak to 17 years, since 1995, at the
county level by winning three seats on
the Board of Chosen Freeholders. In-
cumbents Alexander Mirabella of
Fanwood, with 96,069 votes, Mohamed
Jalloh of Roselle, with 89,704, and
newcomer Bruce Bergen of Spring-
field, with 91,209, defeated Republi-
cans Stephen Kozlovich of Union,
55,281, Diane Barabas of Westfield,
54,572, and Krzysztof Nowak of
Cranford, 53,233. Democrats have had
a 9-0 majority since 1998.

Union County sustained $140 million in
damage from Hurricane Sandy, county of-
ficials reported.
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FANWOOD REORGANIZATION...Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr and the
Borough Council pose for the camera at the reorganization meeting held New
Year’s Day. Pictured, standing, left to right, are: Councilman Jack Molenaar,
Councilwoman Katherine Mitchell, Councilman Anthony Parenti, Councilman
Russel Huegel, Councilman Dan Levine and Councilman Kevin Boris. Mayor
Mahr is seated at the dais.

Brooks Crandall for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NEW LEADERSHIP…Asm. Jerry Green (D-22-Plainfield) swears in Kevin
Glover as mayor at the Scotch Plains reorganization meeting held January 1 as
Mr. Golver’s wife, Joanne, looks on.

RVSA Board Votes Down
Raises for Admin. Staffers

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY — The Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority’s (RVSA) Board
of Commissioners voted down sal-
ary increases to its executive and
administrative staff at its meeting on
December 20.

In a close vote, a motion for an
allotment of $52,693 for salary in-
creases for executive, administra-
tive and supervisory staff was voted
down. Roselle Park’s Commissioner
Attilio “Sonny” Venturo objected
during discussion that his desire was
to reward staff, not management.
Steven Eisenberg, Springfield’s
commissioner, suggested use of bo-
nuses, rather than salary increases,
in order to reward employees for
exemplary performance, thus avoid-
ing long-term costs and impact on
pensions.

In other business, the RVSA has
received bid proposals from three
of the 21 companies who picked up
the Public-Private Partnership (PPP)
proposal packages. The packages
have been under review since the
November 15 submission date. The
commissioners also approved an ad-
ditional allotment of $50,000 to a
contract with Hawkins, Delafield,
and Wood for legal services related
to a public-private partnership. This

is the third of four possible allot-
ments totaling $200,000. This will
include some portion of the reviews
of the PPP proposals.

A discussion was held regarding
consulting engineer Edward
Barboe’s absence from the meeting.
When questioned about this, Execu-
tive Director James Meehan said that
he had excused Mr. Barboe from
attending. Mr. Venturo said he felt
Mr. Barboe should be at the meet-
ing.

Joanne Grimes, the board secre-
tary, said the contract with Hazen
and Sawyer, P.C., the company Mr.
Barboe is employed, had been bid
based on 12 meetings per year, not
22, based on Mr. Meehan’s sugges-
tion. Brian Hak, counsel for the
authority, said that 2013 had been
bid similarly. The board faces the
decision of having Mr. Barboe not
attend, though he should be avail-
able by telephone, or of paying ex-
tra to have him in attendance at
both engineering and regular meet-
ings.

Hurricane Sandy showed up in sev-
eral minor ways, most notably in the
number of bills to be approved to be
paid at the meeting. Many suppliers
issued delayed bills for goods or ser-
vices supplied ahead of, and/or in the
aftermath of Hurricane Sandy.

Glover, Gialanella Sworn In;
SP SID Payments Suspended

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Democratic
leaders from all levels of government
descended upon Scotch Plains on
New Year’s Day to watch former
councilman Kevin Glover assume the
mayor’s seat. After Mr. Glover and
new Councilwoman Colleen
Gialanella were sworn in to their posts
by Assemblyman Jerry Green (D-22,
Plainfield) and Assemblywoman
Linda Stender (D-22, Scotch Plains),
respectively, Democrats took a 3-1
council advantage. Democrat Mickey
Marcus and Republican Bo Vastine
round out the governing body, which
will have to fill Mr. Glover’s former
seat.

Mayoral and Council appoint-
ments, such as township attorney and
public defender, were not made as
candidates for these positions are still
being interviewed.

Addressing a capacity-filled mu-
nicipal chambers, Mr. Glover said he
accepted the mayoralty “with a sense
of purpose and a mandate to move
our township forward.” Later, he
added that the new council begins
with a “clean slate” and an opportu-
nity to “leave the rancor of the past
behind.”

In his address, Mr. Glover an-
nounced that he was recommending a
suspension of the annual SID (Special
Improvement District) payments un-
til further review.

“The SID was designed to promote
business in our downtown, and speak-
ing with many of our business owners,
it’s clear to me that the SID isn’t doing
what it was supposed to do,” he said.
“Good intentions and money alone
aren’t the answer for our
downtown...We need strong leader-
ship to convert good intentions into
reality.”

The mayor also said returning the
sewer fee to the municipal budget was
a “top priority.”

Saying Hurricane Sandy taught ev-
eryone that the township “can live
with bad news, but not no news,”
Mayor Glover “pledged to improve
the communications between the citi-
zens of Scotch Plains and their gov-
ernment” through enhancing the
township’s local television and elec-
tronic capabilities. He said the town-
ship would seek to improve its website
and e-mail as well as take part in social
media.

The mayor also said he and his
Fanwood counterpart, Colleen Mahr,
have teamed up on a joint emergency

radio station that, once finalized, would
be heard on AM 530. The Federal
Communications Commission (FCC)
currently is reviewing their emer-
gency-broadcast-license application.
Mayor Glover expected that it would
be granted by March and could be
operational within 60 days.

He also vowed that the “time is now
to get serious about sharing services”
with Fanwood and that “the time has
come to start nailing down details of a
shared police department.”

In his first act as mayor, he named
Ms. Gialanella as his deputy mayor, a
move that was unanimously approved.

With State Senator Nick Scutari (D-
22, Linden); Freeholders Alexander
Mirabella, Chris Hudak and Linda
Carter; former Scotch Plains Council-
man Dominick Bratti and former may-
ors Geri Samuel and Mauro Checchio;
Westfield Councilman David Haas;
and Linden Councilman Derek
Armstead in attendance, Ms.
Gialanella thanked the state and local
Democratic Party for their support but
said “the time for politics is over.”

Vowing to be bipartisan in her ef-
forts, Ms. Gialanella said, “Common-
sense government does not have to be
a cliché.” She added that her goal is to
encourage “new names and new faces”
to take part in the community, whether
through serving in government, vol-
unteering for the rescue squad or
coaching a sports team.

“Success is a shared responsibility,”
she reminded those in attendance.

At the end of the meeting, Vinny
Losavio of John’s Meat Market said
he was encouraged to see such “en-
thusiasm” in the room and on the
entire governing body. Regarding the
viability of downtown Scotch Plains,
he said, “There is no magic wand to
[wave and] build up the business dis-
trict. Fanwood and Westfield have their
own identities. We can build our own
identity.”

Concluding the early-afternoon re-
organization meeting, Mr. Glover
said, “We are on the move, and I’m
optimistic about our future.”

Former Freeholder Chester Holmes
Passes Away at 82

COUNTY — Former Union
County Freeholder Chester Holmes
died last week. He was 82.

Mr. Holmes, a former police of-
ficer and detective in Rahway for 29
years, served 12 years as a free-
holder from 1998 through the end of
2009. He previously served on the
Rahway City Council from 1989 to
1997 and had also been a member of
the Union County Utilities Author-
ity.

“Chester was a gentleman and
friend to all. He had a unique style,
with a tremendously engaging and
comforting personality. He truly
lived his life to the fullest and was
always in good spirits,” Union

County Freeholder Chairman
Alexander Mirabella said. “Chester
was also an amazing elected official
and public servant who made re-
markable contributions to the greater
Union County community during a
49-year career. We are deeply sad-
dened by the news of his passing,
and will miss him greatly.”

Mr. Holmes ran on the Union
County Democratic Organization
line four times with Mr. Mirabella
and Deborah Scanlon. Mrs. Scanlon
has retired from the board after 15
years.

Mr. Mirabella has ordered all flags
at county facilities to be flown at
half-staff in Mr. Holmes’ honor.

Officials Remember GOP
Activist Betty Cox of Summit

SUMMIT – Former Republican
state Assemblywoman Betty Cox of
Summit has passed away. She was 85.

Ms. Cox was long active in the
Republican Party, serving as Summit
GOP chairwoman and as a member
of the executive committee of the
Union County Republican Commit-
tee. She also had been a member of
the state GOP committee. She was a
founding member of the Union
County Women’s Political Caucus,
and a delegate and honorary delegate
to several Republican National Con-
ventions.

She served in the Assembly from
November of 1971 to December of
1972 and had worked for the New
Jersey Department of Community
Affairs from 1991 to 2002.

“Betty was a champion of women’s
rights,” Union County Republican
Committee Chairman Phil Morin

said. “Betty devoted her life to our
Republican party. Her knowledge of
party history and parliamentary pro-
cedure had no equal. She will be
missed by all and her legacy will live
on through the countless number of
Republican political leaders, officials,
volunteers and supporters she coun-
seled and advised.”

Assembly Minority Leader Jon
Bramnick (R-21, Westfield) issued
the following statement on Ms. Cox’s
passing: “Although Betty’s tenure as
a legislator was brief, she served the
people of New Jersey and her con-
stituents in Union County with dis-
tinction and honor. Her service to our
state and, in particular, to Union
County, is appreciated and will not
be forgotten. On behalf of the As-
sembly Republican caucus, I wish to
offer our sincerest condolences to
Betty’s family and friends.”

Booker Eyeing U.S. Senate, Urges
Sweeney to Run for Governor
Newark Mayor Cory Booker has

announced he will explore a candi-
dacy for U.S. Senate in 2014, nj.com
has reported. He has also urged State
Senate President Stephen Sweeney
(D-3, Gloucester) to run for governor
in 2013, a post Mayor Booker has
decided not to seek.


