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2012-09-06: WAY UP NORTH...Greg Cummings of Fanwood takes a break from
a wildlife cruise to the Holgate Glacier in Alaska to catch up on local news in The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times. His fourth trip to Alaska included visits to Denali
National Park and salmon fishing on the Kenai River.

2012-10-04: MAGICAL “TIMES” WITH MICKEY...Jake, Briella and Kapriana
Payami of Scotch Plains were gifted by their grandparents with a voyage on
Disney’s Cruise Line, “The Magic,” which set sail from New York City this past
summer. Mickey Mouse took time to read The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times!

2012-09-20: DUBLIN...Barb and Norm Swenson of Scotch Plains enjoy The
Scotch Plains–Fanwood Times at the Aviva Stadium in Dublin, Ireland where
they saw the “Emerald Isle Classic” football game between Notre Dame and
Navy. They also toured the beautiful western counties of Ireland.
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Photo courtesy of Julie Shanebrook
2012-09-13: UNDERWATER READING...Chloe Shanebrook-Wein, a fourth
grader at Washington Elementary School in Westfield, reads The Westfield
Leader underwater on August 30 at Mosquito Hill, Bermuda.

the cameras until it could determine if all
towns were in compliance with the for-
mula specified in legislation that initiated
the state’s pilot program.

Republican Presidential nominee Mitt
Romney selected Rep. Paul Ryan of Wis-
consin to complete the Republican ticket
as his vice-presidential choice.

SEPTEMBER
Westfield
The creation of the new parking spaces

at Westfield High School (WHS) and
Edison Intermediate School were com-
pleted in time for the opening of school.
Temporary striping also was installed at
the National Guard Armory, and new
signage was installed near WHS to in-
form drivers of the new parking restric-
tions.

A federal grant application to hire ad-
ditional firefighters was denied. The town
had applied for a Staffing for Adequate
Fire and Emergency Response (SAFER)
grant from the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency (FEMA). Had it been
approved, the town would have had the
ability to hire four new firefighters at no
cost to the taxpayers for two years.

The BOE discussed the bond referen-
dum for new roofs for Westfield school
buildings and a lighted multi-use turf
field at the high school. Superintendent
Margaret Dolan said that all 10 school
buildings would have their roofs replaced
by the summer of 2013 and that the roofs
would upgrade the insulation of the build-
ings, thus “conserving energy,” and also
would make it ideal for solar power.

Resident John Blake questioned why
the town hired new police officers and
not new firefighters. Mr. Blake also criti-
cized the use of the fire mutual aid sys-
tem, calling it “disgraceful” that towns
are “too cheap” to pay for additional
firefighters.

The Greater Westfield Area Chamber
of Commerce (GWACC) named Heather
Robinson as its new executive director,
replacing former director Neil Pinkman,
who resigned in June.

The town council meeting’s public
portion once again centered on the pedes-
trian crossing signal on Central Avenue
and a discussion of resident Greg Kasko’s
credibility.

The BOE heard a resounding “no” as
voters turned down the $16.9-million
bond referendum which would have re-
paired roofs at every school in the district
and built a new lit turf field at WHS. The
final vote, including absentee ballots,
was 3,874 to 1,508.

The Westfield United Fund (WUF)
announced that Linda Maggio, executive
director for the past 38 years, would
assume the position of director emeritus.
Deirdre Gelinne, assistant director and a
past WUF volunteer, became the Fund’s
new executive director.

Scotch Plains
The council decided to consult with

officials from the Scotch Plains Manage-
ment Corporation about how best to uti-
lize what will ultimately be $100,000 in
funds dedicated to downtown business
district improvements.

A Rotary Club meeting featured an
update on plans to redevelop the Aunt
Betty Frazee House and adjacent prop-
erty as an educational, social and com-
munity resource.

After a six-month search process, the
township council named Henry Underhill
as township manager. He succeeded Chris
Marion, who resigned in late March to
take the administrator position in Old
Bridge.

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA
announced the appointment of Kimberley
Decker as the organization’s new chief
executive officer (CEO), replacing retir-
ing CEO Karin Dreixler.

The BOE announced that an official
search for a permanent School One prin-
cipal would start during November and
December, in the wake of the retirement
announcement of longtime district edu-
cator and now retired School One Princi-
pal Jeffrey Grysko.

The planning board gave conditional
approval to an expansion of the Stage
House Tavern’s parking lot, as well as a
revamping of the lot’s entrance and exit.

Fanwood
The State of New Jersey Department

of Community Affairs’ (DCA) Local Fi-
nance Board voted unanimously to grant
approval for a municipal consolidation
study between Scotch Plains and
Fanwood to be conducted. The vote marks
the first time that citizens have followed
the steps outlined in the Local Option
Municipal Consolidation Act of 2007,
and been granted approval by the state to
conduct a consolidation study.

With funding received from a Smart
Growth grant, the borough hired Maser
Consulting to develop guidance on
achieving a redesigned downtown and to
study current parking trends and future
parking needs.

Garwood
The borough council adopted, by a 4-

2 vote, a new contract with the local PBA.
The three-year contract gives a 2-percent
raise the first year and a 1.75-percent
raise thereafter, as well as longevity ben-
efits after serving five years on the force.
Council President Keith Sluka and Coun-
cilman Jim Mathieu both opposed the
ordinance.

Superintendent of Schools Teresa
Quigley announced that the state’s cost
for school employees’ health benefits
premiums would increase 14 percent be-
ginning in January 2013.

The contract for the borough’s Ath-
letic Field Complex was completed.

Cranford
The planning board had some tough

questions for Warren Connelly, the ex-
ecutive director of the proposed Coun-
seling Center at Cranford. The company
wished to lease a building at 27 North
Avenue, East, and offer post-detoxifica-
tion counseling to persons recovering
from chemical and alcohol addiction.

The township committee considered
whether there was adequate funding avail-
able to restore two crossing guards to
their posts near Brookside Place School.
The guards were among 14 whose posi-
tions were eliminated due to municipal
budget cuts.

Mountainside
The council approved a new collective

bargaining agreement between the bor-
ough and the local Policemen’s Benevo-
lent Association (PBA). The new salary
structure instituted a new pay scale retro-
active from January 2011 and will remain
in effect until December 2013.

County
The freeholders voted on a $60,000

contract with a Pennsylvania company to
review operations at Runnells Special-
ized Hospital in Berkeley Heights, a
county-operated facility, which has been
running annual deficits of between $10
and $11 million.

It was reported that towns, school
boards, Union County College (UCC)
and Union County Vocational-Technical
Schools (UCVTS) were expected to save
$251,000 in energy costs in the first year
of the county’s renewable energy pro-
gram and $4.9 million over the next 15
years.

Region
The Kean University Board of Trust-

ees voted unanimously to extend the
present contract of its controversial presi-
dent, Dawood Farahi, for another five
years, at a salary of $293,550 per year,
with a retention bonus of $250,000 due in
June of 2013.

The Rahway Valley Sewerage Author-
ity board heard a presentation describing
how it might be able to reduce operating
costs by using benefits of a refinance of
its bonds.

OCTOBER
Westfield
BOE President Richard Mattessich said

that while he understood the public’s
vote rejecting the school bond, it still did
not negate the fact that the roofs need to
be repaired.

John Swiderski was sworn in as the
town’s newest police officer while Scott
Rodger was elevated to police captain.

The county freeholders considered a
resolution to support the installation of a
pedestrian HAWK signal, at no cost to
the county, at the Lord & Taylor cross-
walk on North Avenue in Westfield.

The council approved a refunding bond
ordinance of $1,295,000 in order to fund
property-tax credits, which the town re-
funded to residents who filed tax appeals.

The town is legally allowed to borrow
three-quarters of the $1.6 million it was
required to issue in credits for the current
year taxes.

Members of the BOE voted unani-
mously for a $13.6-million roof referen-
dum for a district-wide roof replacement,
to be held on December 11. This action
followed rejection of a nearly $17-mil-
lion bond in September which included
the roofs along with $3.5 million for a
new lighted turf field at WHS.

Scotch Plains
The township council heard from top

officials at the RVSA, who told govern-
ing body members that big rate increases
of recent years were likely to slow sig-
nificantly, with Scotch Plains’ rate hike
in 2013 likely to be close to its 3.3-
percent increase this year.

The zoning board approved an above
ground generator to be installed on the
grounds of the Evangel Church, located
at 1251 Terrill Road.

The council passed a resolution to hire
the Rosell Group to analyze the possible
merger of the Scotch Plains and Fanwood
police departments.

The BOE ratified a new three-year
labor agreement with the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Education Association
(SPFEA). The new contract is retroactive
from July 1, 2012 and extends to June 30,
2015. The contract includes a 2-percent
raise for SPFEA members in each of the
three years.

Fanwood
Fanwood residents gathered at the

Forest Road Park recreation building for
a special community meeting with the
mayor and council to discuss the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood consolidation study be-
ing launched by the Courage to Recon-
nect Scotch Plains and Fanwood (CTR-
SPF) organization.

The Fanwood Borough Council dis-
cussed a Verizon Wireless proposal to set
up a portable Cell on Wheels (COW) in
the Fanwood Municipal Building’s park-
ing lot.

Garwood
The zoning board approved a certifi-

cate of non-conformity for a two-family
house at 99 Oak Street, which is located
in a single-family zone (R/A zone).

Since joining the Greater Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce (GWACC)
in April, Garwood’s membership in the
organization has grown to 26 businesses.

Mountainside
The BOE announced it had completed

contract negotiations with the
Mountainside Education Association
(MEA). The contract covers the years
2010-2013 and includes salary increases
of zero percent for 2010-2011, 2.5 per-
cent for 2011-2012 and 2.5 percent for
2012-2013.

County
Union County sustained serious dam-

age from Hurricane Sandy along with a
massive blackout that included most of
Westfield, Scotch Plains and Fanwood.

A Summit councilman asked the free-
holders to consider merging the Union
County Police Department into the
county’s sheriff’s department. He said
only Bergen and Union Counties still
have both departments, and Bergen is
looking at merging its departments.

The Union County Prosecutor’s Of-
fice (UCPO) unveiled its new, $3-mil-
lion, three-story, 11,000-square-foot
Union County Child Advocacy Center in
a former funeral home on West Jersey
Avenue in Elizabeth. It boasts a welcom-
ing atmosphere for survivors of sexual
abuse.

The issue of Berkeley Heights wanting
to secede from Union County came up at
a freeholder meeting. John Bury of
Kenilworth said the township plans on
putting a non-binding referendum on the
November 2013 election ballot on the
secession question.

The freeholders approved a resolution
to award $1.5 million in Kids Recreation
Trust grants to 18 of the county’s 21
municipalities that applied.

County Prosecutor Ted Romankow
announced his office would no longer
investigate murders that occur in Eliza-

beth.
NOVEMBER

Westfield
The Westfield Board of Education

(BOE) suggested make-up dates for the
eight days lost in the school system due to
Hurricane Sandy. The school days were
missed from October 29 through No-
vember 7, but only two need to be made
up and rescheduled in the school calen-
dar. The storm not only blew down trees
and left 95 percent of Westfield without
power, but also affected the 2012-2013
school calendar.

Board of Education members discussed
the upcoming $13.6-million referendum
for a district-wide roof replacement. On
December 11, voters passed the bond by
a margin of 2,703 to 1,504.

The town council passed an ordinance
on first reading, which will continue 2012
sewer fees for residents for 2013.

Scotch Plains
Democratic Councilman Kevin Glover

was elected mayor of Scotch Plains, de-
feating incumbent Republican Mary
DePaola, who had assumed the mayor-
alty in June. Democrat Colleen Gialanella
defeated Republican Councilman Edward
Saridaki, who was named to the council
in July.

Mayor DePaola removed Paul Malool
from his position as township coordina-
tor for the Office of Emergency Manage-
ment (OEM) because of what she termed
“a lack of coordination on his part” in
preparing for Hurricane Sandy.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Edu-
cation officials announced that the dis-
trict was considering having school open
on Martin Luther King Day in January
and President’s Day in February to make
up school days lost following school
closings in the aftermath of Hurricane
Sandy.

Fanwood
Incumbent Republican first-term Bor-

ough Council members Mike Szuch and
Robert Manduca faced Democratic chal-
lengers Jack Molenaar and Dan Levine in
a candidates’ forum at Fanwood Bor-
ough Hall.

Democrats swept the race for two seats
on the Fanwood Borough Council in the
November 6 local election. Mr. Molenaar,
with 1,666 votes, and Mr. Levine, with
1,660, won over Mr. Manduca, 1,426,
and Mike Szuch, 1,454.

Cranford
Democrats took the majority on the

Cranford Township Committee with the
victory by Thomas Hannen, Jr., 5,327,
over Republican W. Scott Mease, 4,648.
Democrats will have a 3-2 edge, thus
commanding the mayor’s seat come Janu-
ary. Republican David Robinson, the
current mayor, did not seek reelection.

State Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-
21, Westfield) and Union County Free-
holders held a Hurricane Sandy recovery
information session in the Roy Smith
Theater of Union County College in
Cranford. The session followed a town
hall forum with Asm. Bramnick serving
as the moderator. Questions from the
audience were referred to FEMA repre-
sentatives, as well as insurance experts
who were present.

Garwood
Assemblyman Bramnick met with area

residents at the Dunkin’ Donuts to dis-
cuss residents’ concerns following the
aftermath of Hurricane Sandy. Mr.
Bramnick said PSE&G crews were in
Westfield, Mountainside, Scotch Plains
and Fanwood to start restoration of power
to homeowners and businesses in those
towns.

Democrats William Nierstedt, with 896
votes, and Ann Palmer, with 849, de-
feated GOP incumbent Tim Hak, 753,
and newcomer Mike Martin, 731, to win
two seats on the borough council. Demo-
crats come January will now have a 4-2
majority on the borough council with a
Republican mayor, Patricia Quattrocchi.

The borough council introduced a
$275,000 bond ordinance to authorize
the acquisition of capital items for bor-
ough departments.

The borough’s zoning board approved
an application from Powell’s Properties
for a site plan for its roofing business to
occupy an existing structure and to con-
struct a 900-square-foot, two-door ga-

her rescue a choking toddler in her care.
The WHS rising sophomore was
babysitting two children in Garwood and
assisted 3-year-old Lia Simitz, who was
choking on a bite of pizza.

Garwood
With the council chambers packed with

residents both opposing and supporting
it, the Garwood Council passed, 5-1, a
15-year, $3,257,000 bond ordinance to
authorize construction of a multi-func-
tioning athletic field complex to replace
the Garwood Little League Park at the
end of Myrtle Avenue. It will include a
Little League field, a turf field, basketball
and bocce courts, a playground, an air-
conditioned and heated field house that
also can be used for senior meetings, a
full kitchen, scoreboards, field lighting
and a walking path.

Cranford
The Cranford Township Committee

held a special meeting to award a contract
for repairs, renovations and alterations to
the lower portion of the municipal build-
ing on Springfield Avenue, which was
devastated by Hurricane Irene in August
2011. The lowest fully responsive bid-
der, W.B. Snyder Company, was awarded
the contract at the price of $1,870,000.

Scotch Plains
A water main measuring four feet in

diameter ruptured at the intersection of
Portland Avenue and Birch Street, result-
ing in a 15-foot-long by 14-foot-deep
crack in the street. Two homes were
reported flooded in basements with water
that damaged clothes, furniture, photo-
graphs and more. Water rushed inside
with such force that it shattered
homeowners’ windows. Residents were
forced to evacuate after roads turned into
rivers.

The township council approved two
ordinances reducing speed limits on two
major roads. The speed limit on Martine
Avenue between King Street and Cooper
Road was reduced to 35 mph, while the
segment between Cooper Road and
Raritan Road was lowered to 40 mph.
The speed limit on Raritan Road between
Terrill Road and Lake Avenue was re-

duced to 35 mph, while the segment
between Lake Avenue and Lamberts Mill
Road was lowered to 25 mph.

Fanwood
The Fanwood Borough Council ap-

proved redevelopment agreements with
a developer for the second and third phases
of the Fanwood Crossing mixed-use de-
velopment in the downtown area. The
council approved tax resolutions and or-
dinances for each of the projects.

Ground was broken on the first mixed-
use Fanwood Crossing building, located
at Martine and South Avenues, in May of
2011 by Elite Properties, a Warren-based
developer. Elite recently received its
Certificate of Occupancy (CO), and ten-
ants are now living in the apartments
above future retail tenants.

The second phase of the Crossing
project, also to be a mixed-use structure,
will be located on the former site of
Sovereign Bank and Livingston-Wilbor.
The third phase of the development will
be apartments to be situated on vacant
land owned by the borough along
LaGrande Avenue near Martine Avenue.

County
County residents criticized the Union

County Board of Chosen Freeholders
regarding increased costs for improve-
ments at Galloping Hill Golf Course in
Kenilworth. The board approved an in-
crease of $362,409 to the construction
management contract of KemperSports
Management, a golf -management com-
pany based in Illinois that manages Gal-
loping Hill as well as the Ash Brook Golf
Course in Scotch Plains, to $2.1 million.
Construction is underway on a $15-mil-
lion, 45,000-square-foot clubhouse/ban-
quet facility and learning center at Gal-
loping Hill.

Region
The New Jersey Department of Trans-

portation (NJDOT) lifted suspensions of
red-light cameras, including several lo-
cated at intersections in Linden, Spring-
field, Union, Rahway and Roselle Park,
thus enabling the continuation of the is-
suing of tickets to motorists caught run-
ning red lights. The DOT had suspended
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Call me to see how much you can save.
Safe  drivers  cost  everybody less.  That’s  why
they  pay  less.  But  at  Allstate,  they  pay  a
whole lot less. In fact, safe drivers save 45%
or more on car insurance. Why wait? Call me
today.

Nelson C. Espeland, LUTCF
(908) 233 6300
 
The Espeland Group
Scotch Plains
nelson@allstate.com

Insurance and coverages subject to terms, qualifications and availability. Actual savings will vary. Allstate
New  Jersey  Property  and  Casualty  Insurance  Company:  Northbrook,  Illinois  ©  2010  Allstate  Insurance
Company.

Courtesy of Thomas Hoens
2012-10-11: BACK IN TIME...Erick Hoens catches up with The Westfield Leader
while on a trip to Belgium and France. Erick and his dad visited the locations from
Normandy to Germany that Erick’s grandfather’s division (39th Infantry Regi-
ment, 9th Division) battled over during World War II. They traveled from Utah
Beach through Belgium to the Hurtgen Forest in Germany where Erick’s
grandfather’s unit saw a lot of action.

Photo courtesy of Ruth Maloney
2012-09-13: GO USA...The Maloney family of Westfield reads The Westfield
Leader at the London Olympics. Pictured are Ruth, Maeve and Muriel Maloney.


