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EXTRAORDINARY PROFESSIONALS

2012 Year In Review: July Through November

Alex Taner for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
2012-07-19: DON’T CONNECT SP/FW…At last week’s Courage to Reconnect
Scotch Plains and Fanwood meeting in Fanwood residents, including Mayor
Colleen Mahr and George Weiss, voiced their concerns regarding the petition to
explore a SP/FW consolidation.

Brooks Crandall for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
2012-06-28: CLASS DISMISSED!...Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Class
of 2012 graduates celebrate at the conclusion of Thursday’s commencement.

Jason Kim for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
2012-09-27: ARTS WEEK... Scotch Plains-Fanwood Art Department supporters
attend Thursday’s board of education (BOE) meeting to thank the BOE for
observing “National Arts in Education Week”. Students’ artwork is displayed in
the BOE meeting room at Evergreen School. Pictured, from left to right, are: SP-
F BOE Business Administrator Deborah Saridacki, Superintendent of Schools
Margaret Hayes and BOE members Nancy Bauer and David Gorbunoff.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
2012-08-09: FUTURE OFFICERS…Kids tried out some of the police equipment
on Tuesday during the annual National Night Out Against Crime, held at Alan
Augustine Village Green in Scotch Plains.

Brooks Crandall for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
2012-09-06: GOODBYE, SUMMER...Crowds flock to the annual St. Bart’s
Labor Day Italian Festival held this past weekend in Scotch Plains to enjoy the
good food, rides and games.

Courtesy of Tom Kranz
2012-10-04: FUN FILLED...Downtown Fanwood is filled with area residents,
families and browsers during Sunday’s 17th annual Fanny Wood Day street fair
at Martine and South Avenues. The event featured pizza - and stuffedpretzel -
eating contests, a water balloon toss, food and musical entertainment.

JUNE
Westfield
The Westfield Town Council approved

two measures that raised the salaries of
police and other town officials. The town
ordinance pertaining to pay scale was
amended to reflect the recent police con-
tract settlement completed in March.
According to Town Administrator Jim
Gildea, the salary structure institutes a
pay scale retroactive to January 2010 and
will remain in effect until January of
2014, the final year of the police contract.

After several delays in the reconstruc-
tion and reopening of Ferraro’s Restau-
rant, the project was slated to be com-
pleted, and the restaurant reopened, be-
tween mid-August and September, ac-
cording to owners Anna and Palmiro
Ferraro’s son-in-law, Chuck Murray. A
six-alarm fire destroyed the Elm Street
restaurant, which has operated in
Westfield since 1969, on May 5, 2011,
also causing severe damage to a neigh-
boring building. Completion of the re-
construction project was originally slated
for Mother’s Day of 2012, and was then
pushed back to June of this year.

The Westfield Planning Board ap-
proved a new, two-story, 37-foot-high
retail and housing building at the corner
of 435 South Avenue West and 525
Westfield Avenue. In January, the previ-
ous building at the site was destroyed by
fire along with six businesses, including
Clyne & Murphy caterers. The first level
will be built with a six-retail-store capac-
ity maximum, or if businesses wish, they
can turn it into one storefront. Board
member Robert Newell told The Westfield
Leader that Clyne & Murphy would not
return to the new building.

Westfield High School’s Prom took
place Saturday, June 2, at the Pines Manor
in Edison.

The Westfield Board of Education
voted 5-3 to accept the BOE’s Facilities
Committee’s recommendation to include
a district-wide roof replacement and re-
pair project in conjunction with a lighted
turf field project at Westfield High School
as one proposal. The public vote on the
$17-million bond referendum was sched-
uled for September 24.

Concerning the November BOE elec-
tions, two incumbents and one new can-
didate decided to run for the three open
seats. BOE President Richard Mattessich,
current member Gretchan Ohlig and new
candidate Lucy Biegler opted to run for
positions. J. Brendan Galligan filed to
run for the one-year-term seat, a seat that
was vacated by Julia Walker.

The faculty and staff of WHS, along
with many parents and guests, celebrated
the graduation of the 456 members of the

Class of 2012 on the softball fields be-
hind the school. The ceremony was held
outdoors in over 90-degree temperatures.

The Westfield BOE appointed Dana
Sullivan as its next business administra-
tor/board secretary, effective September
1. The position was held by Interim Busi-
ness Administrator Vincent Yaniro fol-
lowing the arrest of former administrator
Robert Berman as part of a kickback
scheme involving school-construction
bids.

Garwood
A motion to pass an ordinance for bulk

pickup this year failed, 3-2, with borough
council members Timothy Hak and Louis
Petruzzelli voting in favor of the plan.
Councilman Victor DeFilippo was ab-
sent. Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi said, “I
think it is the fair thing to do,” when
asked by Councilman Jim Mathieu of her
opinion on the bulk ordinance presented.

She said she thought there were resi-
dents who did not have the means to
dispose of unwanted items through hir-
ing a private hauler themselves.

Although two incumbents filed to run
for the Garwood BOE, a three-year seat
remained open. BOE President Adele
Lewis and current member Barbara Greet
decided to run for the three-year open
positions. If no write-ins emerged during
the election, the board would appoint
another member to fill the last position
after interviewing the candidates.

Cranford
The township committee, in a 3-2 party-

line vote, gave final approval to the 2012
municipal budget, to be financed by a
2.96-percent increase in property-tax lev-
ies. The $33.97-million spending plan –
of which, $22.5 million would be fi-
nanced by property taxes with $900,000
in surplus also contributing – was criti-
cized by the two committee Democrats,
with Commissioner Kevin Campbell say-
ing that too much surplus was being used,
a move he called “not wise at this time.”
He said the surplus should be looked at as
“the savings account of the town” and
more should be set aside for future emer-
gencies such as another hurricane and
flooding.

Mountainside
Mountainside BOE members Jeane

Parker and Kate Motz – who were ap-
pointed to the board in October 2011 to
replace Mary Beth Schaumberg and
Carolyn Williams, both of whom resigned
– decided to run for full terms.

Approximately 45 teachers from the
Mountainside school district paraded
around Beechwood School, despite the
inclement weather, to rally for a contract,
which they had been without for two
years. The teachers, in matching blue

shirts, displayed red and white posters as
they chanted, “Still teaching, still caring,
no contract, two years!” The teachers
marched through the board of education
parking lot and down Woodacres Drive
in front of the school.

The Mountainside BOE introduced
new Interim School Business Adminis-
trator and Board Secretary Charles
Milewski, who succeeded Daniel
Saragnese.

Scotch Plains
Councilwoman Mary DePaola was se-

lected by the township council to serve as
mayor for the remainder of the year,
filling the unexpired term of Nancy
Malool, who resigned on May 20 to
take a position with state government.
Mrs. DePaola was chosen by a unani-
mous 3-0 vote.

Later, the township Republican Com-
mittee appointed Edward Saridaki to
the township council after the govern-
ing body failed to muster enough votes
to name Mr. Saridaki to fill Mrs.
DePaola’s former council seat.

Union County and Scotch Plains of-
ficials unveiled the newly completed
Ponderosa Farm Park at 1600 Cooper
Road in Scotch Plains at a ribbon-cut-
ting ceremony. Prior to its purchase by
Union County in September 2003, the
23-acre farmland property was the es-
tate of the late Norman “Dutch” Sevell,
who founded and owned Sevell’s Auto
Body and Towing on South Avenue in
Westfield.

The sound of the marching band’s
cymbals led the graduation march, as
369 seniors in the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School (SPFHS) Class
of 2012 walked proudly across Perry
H. Tyson Athletic Field.

The Scotch Plains Planning Board
welcomed the Temple Sholom congre-
gation by approving construction of a
new temple on Lake Avenue. The
temple was permitted as a conditional
use and fully conformed to code.

Fanwood
Mayor Colleen Mahr explained that

the borough would not be able to adopt
its budget until state-aid figures were
determined.

“We’re not sure what [the state] is
going to do with their budget,” Mayor
Mahr said. “We know the average tax-
payer will see a $55 [tax] increase,” she
added. Mayor Mahr explained this fig-
ure breaks down as increases of $7.67
at the municipal level, $38.21 for the
county and $10.85 for the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood school district. The mayor
estimated the average Fanwood tax bill
at $10,700.

In Scotch Plains-Fanwood, three cur-

rent members of the BOE, including
the president, Norman “Trip”
Whitehouse, and members Karen
Kulikowski and Betty Anne Woerner,
decided to run for re-election for three-
year terms.

SPFHS held its senior prom Friday,
June 8, at Pines Manor in Edison.

Later in the month, Mayor Mahr
pointed to “a very historic moment”
regarding downtown redevelopment.
The governing body endorsed a “rede-
velopment agreement” for the next
phases of the downtown’s makeover.
Once finalized, the agreement essen-
tially was to facilitate the planned rede-
velopment of the former Livingston-
Wilbor and Sovereign Bank properties
and other pieces of adjacent borough-
owned property, parts or all of which
will be sold to the developers who will
build it up similar to other neighboring
properties.

County
The Union County Board of Chosen

Freeholders approved an amendment
to increase its total budget by $5.1
million to $488.9 million, while lower-
ing the county tax by $541,725 to
$302.5 million from the introduced
budget. The tax, however, represents
an increase of $11.3 million over last
year. The county increased its tax levy
above the allowable 2-percent cap by
using its cap bank, a mechanism that
allows counties and municipalities to
calculate the amount of money they
were below the cap over a three-year
period and use those figures to exceed
the cap when needed.

Region/Area
Two-term Rep. Leonard Lance eas-

ily defeated businessman David Larsen,
18,062 to 11,539, in the Republican
Primary and was to face Democratic
state Assemblyman Upendra Chivukula
in the Seventh Congressional District
race. The district includes Cranford,
Garwood, Mountainside and Westfield,
as well as about 1,000 Scotch Plains
residents.

An Assembly committee advanced
legislation sponsored by Assembly-
woman Linda Stender (D-22, Scotch
Plains) that would upgrade the penalty
for carrying a firearm in school build-
ings and grounds.

JULY
Westfield
Several residents, along with repre-

sentatives from Global Advisors
Smokefree Policy (GASP), asked the
Westfield Town Council to make all of
the town’s parks smoke-free. Mayor
Andy Skibitsky said, “It seems like a
good idea” but that he would wait for

the recommendations to come from the
board of health and the recreation com-
mission, and that the issue would be
heard at the committee level before
seeking full council approval.

Members of the BOE faced a skepti-
cal and vocal room of several dozen-
neighborhood residents, as the board
and several consultants attempted to
explain its proposal to build a lighted
turf athletic field behind Westfield High
School (WHS). The three-hour meet-
ing often devolved into simultaneously
shouted questions and catcalls from
residents, as BOE President Richard
Mattesich, board member and chair-
woman of its facilities committee, Jane
Clancy, and WHS Athletics Supervisor
Sandy Mamary attempted to speak about
the $3.3-million project itself, but also
why the board grouped the field project
with a $13-million roof-repair proposal
into one bond.

Garwood
New Jersey State Superior Court

Judge Karen Cassidy, the assignment
judge for Union County, ruled that The
Pointe, a 44-unit, age-restricted condo-
minium complex, was not entitled to
snow and ice removal by the borough
because she deemed that the “area in
question was not a road but a driveway
not subject to the Municipal Services
Act.”

Residents of Garwood packed the
council chambers to express their dis-
approval of a $3.2-million bond pro-
posal to build a turf field. They argued
against undertaking more debt and that
the project only benefits a few. The
borough has about 4,000 residents. The
added debt would average about $1,800
per property owner. The council never-
theless voted to proceed, with a final
vote coming at a meeting in August.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Thomas Beese, Jr., director of spe-

cial services for the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood school district, said the spe-
cial-education graduation rate is at 100
percent in the district, where the state
indicated that a rate of 80 percent or
higher is acceptable.

The citizens’ organization Courage
to Reconnect Scotch Plains/Fanwood

(CTR-SPF) held the second of three
public meetings at Forest Road Park in
Fanwood. The organization is seeking
local and state endorsement to study
consolidating the two municipalities.

County
The Union County Board of Chosen

Freeholders continued to privatize op-
erations at Runnells Specialized Hos-
pital in Berkeley Heights in an effort to
reduce an $11-million operating defi-
cit.

Regional/Area
Longtime Clark resident Vera

Pecoraro was discovered dead in her
home on Rolling Hill Way, the victim
of a homicide. She was found on a
couch in her living room with her throat
cut by a serrated knife that was left
nearby. After the autopsy and the Union
County Medical Examiner’s determi-
nation, the prosecutor’s office treated
the case as a homicide investigation
rather than a suicide, as authorities origi-
nally believed.

Local towns and state lawmakers re-
acted to a report by state Comptroller
Matthew Boxer that 202 part-time mu-
nicipal officials (none of whom were
named) in 57 of the 58 towns surveyed
in the report were in the state pension
system despite being ineligible. The
comptroller said those benefits could
amass $1.9 million per year.

The United States Supreme Court
issued a 5-4 ruling upholding the Af-
fordable Care Act.

AUGUST
Westfield
Just one week after Westfield native

Nick Delpopolo competed on the U.S.
Judo Team at the 2012 Olympic Games
in London, he was disqualified by the
International Olympic Committee
(IOC). The 23-year-old athlete tested
positive for metabolites of cannabis in
an in-competition drug test. Mr.
Delpopolo, who placed seventh overall
in the men’s 73kg weight class, claimed
that a few weeks before the games be-
gan, he unknowingly consumed brown-
ies laced with marijuana.

Anna Reid, 15, used the life-saving
skills she learned as a Girl Scout to help
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