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The Cranford Historical Soci-
ety will sponsor “United States
Secret Service: Sons of
Cranford” display at the Cranford
Public Library during the month
of March. The Cranford Library
is located at 220 Walnut Avenue
in Cranford.

“United States: Secret Service:
Sons of Cranford” display fea-
tures photos, documents and
memorabilia about six Secret
Service agents who lived in
Cranford over the years. John
Baffa was the first Cranford resi-
dent to become a Secret Service
Special Agent. John was followed
by Robert J. Kasdon, Thomas D.
Sloan, James F. Sloan, Richard
C. Harrington and Jose Riera.

John Baffa was a graduate of
St. Michael’s Grammar School in
addition to attending Cranford
High School until his junior year
when his family moved to Illi-
nois. After graduation from
Otterbein College in 1969, John
was selected and commissioned
as a Special Agent with the Se-
cret Service beginning his law
enforcement career in the Cin-
cinnati Field Office. Baffa’s most
notable assignments were pro-
tecting Jesse Jackson’s first run
for President and National Coor-
dinator for the 1987 United
States Papal visit of Pope John
Paul II. John Baffa is now retired
from the Secret Service.

The second Cranford native to
join the Secret Service was Rob-
ert J. Kasdon. His law enforce-
ment career began in 1972 as a
Norfolk Police Department. He
joined the Secret Service in

1975. During his Secret Service
career, Kasdon traveled exten-
sively, in support of the mission
of the Secret Service. He partici-
pated in 5 Presidential cam-
paigns and served under 5 Presi-
dents. He retired in 1996.

Thomas D. Sloan is the first of
two brothers from Cranford to
become Secret Service agents.
Tom began his law enforcement
career in June 1975 with the
Cranford Police Department. He
joined the Secret Service in De-
cember 1975. During his career,
he held numerous positions of
increasing responsibility to in-
clude being the Special Agent in
Charge of the Baltimore Field
Office where he oversaw com-
plex financial crimes investiga-
tions. He was also responsible
for the security of President Wil-
liam Clinton and managed an
international fraud task force.
He retired in 2001 and currently
serves as Vice President at Glo-
bal Security Operations at the
New York Stock Exchange.

James F. Sloan, Tom’s older
brother, began his public ser-
vice career in 1970 as a Cranford
Police Offer. He served with the
Secret Service for 20 years from
1978-1998. He held numerous
investigative and protective su-
pervisory positions. His most
notable was as Detail Leader on
First Lady Barbara Bush while
assigned to the Presidential Pro-
tective Division. James’ post Se-
cret Service career included Di-
rector of Financial Crimes En-
forcement Network and Assis-
tant Commandant for Intelli-
gence, U.S. Coast Guard. James
died June 24, 2009 from ALS
(Lou Gehrig disease).

Richard C. Harrington is a 1972
graduate of Cranford High School.
His career began as a Patrolman

with the Cranford Police Depart-
ment from 1981-1984. He then
joined Secret Service in the New-
ark Field Office before transfer-
ring to Washington, D.C. where
he was assigned to various Head-
quarter Divisions. He retired in
2004 but remains associated with
the Secret Service as a Technical
Consultant on matters of Field
Office Security.

Jose Riera is a 1991 Cranford
High School graduate. Jose was
employed as a Pentagon Police
Officer prior to joining the Se-
cret Service in 2000. He is still
an active member of the Secret
Service as a Special Agent cur-
rently assigned to the Presiden-
tial Protection Division.

You can read more about these
Cranford natives and their ca-
reers in the United States Secret
Service by stopping by the
Cranford Public Library. The Li-
brary hours are: Monday-
Wednesday from 10 a.m. to 8
p.m., Thursday-Friday from 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. and Saturday
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

The United States Secret Ser-
vice is a United States Federal
law enforcement agency that is
part of the United States De-
partment of Homeland Security.
The United States Secret Ser-
vice has two distinct areas of
responsibility: Financial Crimes
and Protection. It is one of the
most elite law enforcement or-
ganizations in the world. It has
earned this reputation through
more than 140 years of integrity
and service to the nation. As one
of the oldest federal law en-
forcement agencies in the coun-
try, the United States Secret
Service has a dual mission that
includes investigations as well
as protection of the President
and Vice President of the United

States and others. These unique
characteristics distinguish the
United States Secret Service
from all other law enforcement
organizations. The U.S. Secret
Service has grown from a small
bureau staffed by a few opera-
tives in 1865, to a law enforce-
ment organization of nearly
7,000 employees worldwide.

By the end of the American
Civil War, nearly one-third of all
U.S. currency in circulation was
counterfeit. As a result, the
country’s financial stability was
in jeopardy. To address this con-
cern, the U.S. Secret Service
was established in 1865 as a
bureau of the Treasury Depart-
ment to suppress the widespread
counterfeiting of U.S. currency.
The U.S. Secret Service’s pro-
tective mission began after Presi-
dent William McKinley’s assassi-
nation in 1901. Following this
tragedy, Congress authorized
the U.S. Secret Service was
transferred to the U.S. Depart-
ment of Homeland Security. The
U.S. Secret Service’s expertise
in carrying out protection and
investigations are integral to the
department’s mission of keep-
ing America safe.

Special thanks to the Cranford
Public Library, Thomas Sloan,
William Prendergast, Dori
Cudworth from the Cranford High
School Art Department and the
United States Secret Service. For
further information, please call
the Historical Society’s office at
908-276-0082 or email us at
cranfordhistoricalsociety@verizon.net.
The Society has been dedicated
to the perpetuation of Cranford’s
history by continuing to collect
and document the town’s past as
we now enter the 21st century.
Visit our website at
www.cranfordhistoricalsociety.com
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said the upgrades will “enhance
productivity and efficiency.”
Commissioner Kalnins called the
expenditure “one of our top capi-
tal projects” this year. The public
hearing and vote on the ordi-
nance will be on March 26.

Mayor Hannen said the township
legal department would look into
concerns raised at Tuesday’s meet-
ing and earlier by several resi-
dents regarding whether the legal
firms representing the township in
the Birchwood development and
555 South Avenue disputes may
have conflicts of interest prevent-
ing them from fairly representing
Cranford. Commissioner Lisa
Adubato cautioned residents
against making such accusations
publicly before the township has
the chance to investigate.

Commissioner Kevin Campbell
used the discussion to again voice
his opposition to the proposed
Birchwood Avenue development
that calls for up to 360 new hous-
ing units in what local officials
say is a flood zone.

At the start of the 35-minute
meeting, Mayor Hannen issued a
proclamation declaring Youth Art
Month in Cranford.

Knights Commence
Easter Food Drive

GARWOOD – The Garwood
Knights of Columbus are holding
their annual Easter Food Drive.
Canned and dry food goods, tur-
keys and hams can be dropped
off after 4 p.m. weekdays at the
rear entrance to their council hall,
located at 37 South Avenue,
Garwood, opposite PathMark. Visi-
tors should turn at Marty Shoes.

Parking is available behind the
council hall. Individuals are asked
to use the side-door entrance. On
weekends, those donating food
are asked to call after 1 p.m.
Monetary donations can be made
payable to: “The Garwood Knights
of Columbus Easter Food Drive,”

Cranford Sewers

attention Keith M. Gallagher. For
more information, call the Knights
at (908) 789-9809 or Keith at
(908) 789-0931.

GARWOOD KNIGHTS CONTINUED


