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Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
MUTUAL AID...A fire engulfs a Garwood home last Friday night as firefighters from
several surrounding towns aid the Garwood Fire Department in getting it under control.

Garwood. She worked as a real
estate agent for 20 years and
was a legal assistant in defense
litigation and real estate law.
She campaigned on matters re-
lating to attracting new business
to the borough and ensuring se-
niors have place for meetings
and events.

Mr. Blaufeder owns and man-
ages TT Cycles, a custom motor-
cycle import/export business in
Berkeley Heights. During his cam-
paign, he promised to improve
communication between borough
hall and local business owners. He
said at the time that plans for
successful redevelopment on the
North and South Avenue corridors
are dependent on how the bor-
ough responds to the needs of
the entrepreneurs seeking to
open businesses in the area.

Mr. Martin, the owner and op-
erator of a Garwood-based event
planning business, has more
than 30 years of business to
business, sales and customer
service experience. He has
worked as a national sales rep-
resentative at The Star-Ledger
and as a sales manager for Local
Yellow Pages.

In other meeting news,
Garwood residents are facing a
$95 tax increase per assessed
$100,000 in property value per
the proposed 2013 municipal
budget, according to Council
President Sara Todisco, who
chairs the council’s finance com-
mittee. More details about the
budget will be unveiled at
Thursday’s special meeting.

Mayor Quattrocchi has been
serving on the Finance Com-
mittee in lieu of Mr. DeFilippo
until his replacement is chosen.

Council members failed to pass
a resolution awarding the print-
ing of the borough newsletter to

CF Sewer Bills to Be Late
Due to Computer Glitch

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The mailing of
the annual sewer bills in Cranford
will be delayed until after March
1 due to some ongoing problems
with a new computer system, it
was announced this week. At the
township committee’s regular
meeting on Tuesday, Commis-
sioner Andis Kalnins said the fi-
nal fee structure for sewer usage
was yet to be resolved due to
what he called “technical issues”
regarding matching addresses
with water company records.

With the issuance of bills being
delayed past March 1, Mr. Kalnins
said the deadline for payment
would also be extended. The com-
mittee was set to introduce an
ordinance setting this year’s rates
but it was withdrawn in light of
the computer difficulties.

Commissioner Kalnins said the
municipal budget process was
under way, with a final meeting

with department heads set for
last night. Township committee
members were expected to re-
ceive the annual financial state-
ment this week as well. He said
residents’ input on the budget —
whether questions about the bud-
get or cost-saving suggestions —
were welcomed. Earlier this week,
the committee discussed the po-
lice and fire departments’ pro-
posed budgets. The police de-
partment is requesting a
$439,000 increase in spending
this year for a total budget of $6.1
million while the fire department
is seeking a $143,000 boost in its
budget to $2.77 million.

The committee introduced a
$68,000 bond ordinance to ac-
quire new computers for the
municipal administrative offices
in what Mayor Thomas Hannen
said would “provide better cus-
tomer service” to residents.
Deputy Mayor Edward O’Malley
noted that many of the comput-

By MEGAN K. SCOTT
Specially written for The Westfield Leader
GARWOOD – Borough Council

members on Tuesday chose not
to discuss or publicly introduce
the candidates for the seat left
vacant by Victor DeFilippo’s res-
ignation earlier this month.

Despite the subject of the nomi-
nations being listed on the pub-
lished agenda, none of the coun-
cil members responded to Mayor
Pat Quattrocchi’s request for a
motion on the issue.

The Garwood Republican Com-
mittee submitted former borough
council candidates Steve
Blaufeder, Michael Martin and
Carol Kearney last week. Ms.
Kearney and Mr. Blaufeder ran in
2011. Mr. Martin ran in 2012.

Councilman Jim Mathieu said
during the regular council meet-
ing that he had discussed the
nominees with other members of
the board, and it was his impres-
sion that nobody was prepared
to address the issue Tuesday.
The council has one more sched-
uled meeting before the appoint-
ment has to be made.

Mr. DeFilippo, a Republican, re-
signed from the council two weeks
ago, citing a reference to his job.
He was elected in 2010 to a
three-year term, which was set
to expire in December.

Mr. Mathieu, now the lone Re-
publican on the council, said he
was not part of the discussion or
the selection of the nominees.

“They kept me totally out of the
process,” Mr. Mathieu said. “They
banned me from the party. There
are various reasons, what it
comes down to I’m a conserva-
tive in addition to being a Repub-
lican. They’re Republicans.”

Ms. Kearney is the owner of
Unique Cruise and Travel in

Advanced Printing. The measure
failed because, with Councilman
Louis Petruzzelli absent due to
the death of his grandfather, only
four members were present and
the resolution received only two
votes, that of Ann Palmer and Bill
Nierstedt.

Mr. Mathieu said he voted no
because, following a question from
a member of the public, he wanted
council members to reach out to
the Garwood Board of Education,
which publishes a newsletter, to
inquire about shared services.

The other council member, Ms.
Todisco, abstained because Ad-
vanced was founded by her
grandfather and owned by her
uncle, she said.

The issue will be revisited at
the next meeting in March after
Ms. Palmer reaches out to the
Board of Education.

Mayor Quattrocchi appointed six
people to a parks and recreation
rules and rates drafting commit-
tee, selecting council members
Mr. Petruzzelli and Ms. Palmer,
Recreation Commission Chair-
man Jack Sullivan, residents Ri-
chard King and Dana Parkhill and
Borough Clerk Christina
Ariemma.

Ms. Todisco, reading from Mr.
Petruzzelli’s report, told the coun-
cil that the Athletic Field Com-
plex construction was four weeks
behind schedule due to weather-
related delays.

** Garwood Fails to Act to Fill **
** Borough Council Vacancy **
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