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fall over El-Khoury.
Weiss strutted to the 220-lb

semis with a 1:21 fall then topped
David Tobe (E), 5-1. Weiss pum-
meled Chris Gonzales (L) with a
takedown, two nearfalls and an
escape to seize the crown with
an 8-0, majority decision.

“I tried to pick him up, but I
went to the outside and took him
down. I had to keep my weight
on him. I felt like I could just
cross-face him. I got that far
tricep, worked him over and went
for it,” Weiss explained.

Blue Devil Matt Barber settled
Wesley Martinez (E) in 3:23 to
advance to the 132-lb champi-
onship, but he did have be cau-
tious.

“I knew he was going to try to
throw me with his hips, so I tried
to keep a wide base. I knew I
could get takedowns on the kid,
because he’s not very technical.

On top, I was really physical and
looking for the pin, because I
know coach wants this district
title just as bad as any of us. I
think we are all fired up today.
When one kid does good, the
whole team wrestles good,” Bar-
ber said.

After recording a 3:03 pin,
Murray faced Matt Barber, once
again, this time for the title. After
a scoreless first period, Murray
escaped and, later, added a two-
point tilt to win, 3-0.

“We wrestled in a dual match
that was close. Once I was up 1-
0 on top, I was pretty excited,
because that’s my best position.
I was looking for the fall, but I
couldn’t get it,” Murray said.

Blue Devil Nick Rotondo per-
formed a double arm bar walk-
over to pin Eoghan Savona (B) to
advance to the 145-lb semis, but
he did put himself in jeopardy for

a brief period of time.
“We had a little time off before

districts, so I tried to get a feel

for everything. Today was kind
of iffy. I tried my takedown. Sec-
ond period! Debatable! It put

things in perspective. Top! I have
been working on it hard. I ap-
plied it really hard. The third is
my period. Coach always said
that’s where we dominated, so I
dominated him and I pinned him,”
Rotondo said.

In his semifinal bout, Rotondo
edged Raider Dein Rice, 3-0, to
face Capello for the title. Capello,
who had pinned his previous two
opponents, recorded two
takedowns and an escape to win
the title, 5-0.

Cougar Jimmy Dwyer, after de-
feating Blue Devil Vin DiFilippo,
advanced to the 160-lb semis
where he defeated Justin Becker
(R), 10-4.

“I was thinking back at coun-
ties, I was controlling him the
whole match then I let him get a
five-point move on me. That’s
what helped decide the match
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Linden’s Nick Tekula

113-lb Champion

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TIGHT SEMIFINAL…Raider Tom Cunningham, right, beat Brearley’s Dylan Oliva at 120-lbs, 3-2.
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A NEARFALL…Cougar Jim Dwyer, right, beat Rahway’s Justin Becker in the 160-lb semifinal.


