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settling Ataca in 5:28 with an
arm bar/tight waist.

“I got that first takedown, and

that put the pace. I got on top
and was working a bunch of tilts.
I saw that he couldn’t stand up

on me, so I stayed on top and
kept getting points,” Velez said.

As to his takedowns, Velez said.
“No hesitations! I feel like hesita-
tion is the point why people don’t
get takedowns. If you get that
out of your mind and go for what
you feel is there, if it’s there,
don’t think about it.”

Velez did not hesitate in his title
bout with Raider Brian Lapham,
whom he took to the mat in the
first period, and came up with a
3-0 victory.

Lapham recorded a 5:45 fall in
his first round then added a 15-
4, majority decision in the semis.

In his semifinal bout with Raider
Jashmar Philippe, Kalimtzis
earned a convincing 21-6, tech-
nical fall in 5:16 but appeared to
show a very brief period of ex-
haustion.

“I wasn’t gassed. I just didn’t
want to give up a big five-point

move or put myself in horrible
position where I could have po-
tentially got pinned. I tried to
play it safe,” Kalimtzis explained.

Looking to his bout with Wesley
Ortiz (E), who edged top-seeded
Josh Sheehy (L), Kalimtzis said,
“I am going to try to control him
on neutral, not give up any big
takedowns and ride him out.”

Kalimtzis came through with a
pair of takedowns and a stand-
ing reversal to defeat Ortiz, 6-3.

“That was the difference in the
match. I was trying to attack,
attack, attack, but being patient
about my takedowns. He was
strong, so I had to put a couple
of different moves together in
order to take him down,”
Kalimtzis said.

Tufaro punished Askia Cruz
(Shabazz) with three takedowns,
including an arm drag, before
showing him the lights in 1:45 in

the first round. Tufaro then
clamped Cougar Jon El-Khoury
in a cradle to record a 3:10 fall.
In the finals, Tufaro recorded a
first-period takedown against a
shy Joe Romero (E) then added
an escape to earn a 3-0 decision
for his first district title, although
he already had two Union County
titles and a Region 3 title to his
credit.

“I knew he was going to choose
neutral, because at the end of
the first period, I took him down
and I got my arm bar in right
away. He couldn’t get out. The
coaches saw that and they
wanted him to choose neutral, I
guess. He was playing cautious.
It’s understandable. I was a little.
It was my last chance and first
time to get the title,” Tufaro said.

Blue Devil heavyweight Kyle
Kania placed third with a 5:18
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WORKING THE CLAW…Cougar Gavin Murray, top, puts the claw on Rahway’s Dave Winters.
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ALMOST A TAKEDOWN…Blue Devil John Fuller nearly takes down Raider JT Beirne.

Blue Devil Nick Velez

138-lb Champion


